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ANNALS  of  NEWGATE; 

G  R, 

MALEFACTORS  REGISTER. 

CONTAINING 

A  particular  and  circumflantial  Account  of  the  Lives,,  Tranf- 
a&ions,  and  Trials  of  the  mofl  notorious  Malefadlors,  who 
have  fuffered  an  ignominious  Death  for  their  Offences,  viz.  for 
Parricide,  Murder,  Treason,  Robbery,  Burglary,  Pi¬ 
racy,  Coining,  Forgery,  and  Rapes:  From  the  Commit¬ 
ment  of  the  celebrated  John  Sheppard,  to  the  Acquittal 
of  the  equally  celebrated  Margaret  Caroline  Rudd.  In¬ 
cluding  a  Period  of  fifty  Years  and  upwards,  both  in  Town 
and  Country. 

C  A  L  -C  U  L  A  T  E  D 

To  expofe  the  Deformity  of  Vice,  the  Infamy  and  Punifhments 
naturally  attending  thofe  who  deviate  from  the  Paths  of  Vir¬ 
tue  ;  and  intended  as  a  Beacon  to  warn  the  rifing  Generation 
againft  the  Temptations,  the  Allurements,  and  the  Dangers  of 
bad  (pompany. 

fiT he  former  Part  extracted  from  authentic  Records  ;  and  the 
\ xiftories  and  Tranfadtions  of  the  modern  Convidts,  com¬ 
municated  by  the  unhappy  Sufferers  themfelves,  fince  the  Au« 
thor  has  been  appointed  to  his  prefent  Office. 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  VILLETTE,  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  others. 

<c  Vice  is  a  Monjier  of  juch  frightful  Mien, 

“  A  t  to  he  hated ,  needs  but  to  be  feen Pope. 
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To  the  P  U  B  L  I  G 


IN  order  to  deter  Mankind  from  the  Ferpe-* 
tration  of  notorious  Crimes,  nothing  can  be 
fo  effect ual  as  to  reprefen  t,  in  the  mod  ftriking 
Colours,  the  Punilhments  that  naturally  attend 
them.  The  Fear  of  Shame  as  often  preferves 
a  Perfon  from  the  Commiffion  of  a  Crime,  as 
the  Expectation  of  a  Reward  for  his  continuing 
in  the  Paths  of  Virtue.  The  Utility  therefore 
of  a  Work  of  this  Kind  cannot  but  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  every  impartial  Reader.  Pa¬ 
rents,  Guardians,  and  thofe  entrufted  with  the 
Care  and  Tuition  of  Youth,  will  doubtlefs  be 
flimulated  to  recommend  thefe  Volumes  to  their 
Perufal  and  Attention. 

The  Study  of  Biography  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  convey  the  mod  ufeful  Species  of  Knowledge; 
and  it  has  been  debated  among  the  Learned, 
whether  the  Hiftory  of  a  Man  notorioufly 
wicked,  does  not  convey  more  ufeful  Inftruftion. 
than  that  of  the  mod  virtuous  and  exemplary. 
Nero,  that  execrable  Tyrant,  that  Monfter  of 
Iniquity,  whofe  Aftions  cannot  be  read  with¬ 
out  the  utmoft  Horror  and  Deteftation,  has 

A  2  *  made 


made  more  Profelytes  to  the  Caufe  of  Virtue 
.and  Religion,  than  the  mode  amiable  Character 
in  antient  or  modern  Hiftory.  As  Pope  ele^ 
gantly  defcribes, 

i 

“  Vice  is  a  Monfler  of  fuch  frightful  Mien, 

As,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  fen  A 

We  therefore  propofe  to  exhibit  to  the  Public 
this  Monfter,  Vice,  in  her  natural  Shape,  at¬ 
tended  by  all  her  hideous  Deformities ;  fmcerely 
wifliing  that  her  Appearance  may  have  the  pro¬ 
per  Effedt,  that  of  creating  in  the  Bread  of  the 
Reader,  an  utter  Abhorrence  and  Defeftation  of 
her. 

By  printing  the  following  Sheets  on  a  fmaller 
Type  than  is  ufual  In  Works  of  this  kind,  we  have  if 
in  our  power  to  give  every  remarkable  Trial ;  many 
of  which  we  muft  unavoidably  have  omitted,  had 
we  ehofen  a  Type  of  greater  Magnitude.' 


r  h  e 


ANNALS  of  NEWGAT 


i? 


It  was  our  original  intention  to  have  begun  with  the  life  of  the 
celebrated  John  Sheppard;  but  as  there  are  feveral  interelf irig 
trials  before  that  period,  we  have  judged  itneceffary  to  begin 
three  or  four  years  fooner. 

The  firff  trial  we  fhall  giv  e  is  but  too  fimilar  in  many  particulars 
to  that  of  Captain  Roach  ;  though  theverdidfs  were  totally 
different.  Edward  Ely’s  crime  was  committed  in  the  kingdom' 
of  Sweden  ;  Captain  Roach’s  at  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope  : 
the  former  indeed  was  in  open  day-light,  in  che  prefence  of 
feveral  wkneffes  ;  the  latter  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  and 
feen  only  by  one  witnefs. 

Edward  Ely,  for  Murder,  December,  1720. 

TN  July,  1720,  the  grand-jury,  at  the  feffions  then  held  at 
Juftice-hall  in  the  Old-Bailey,  found  a  bill  of  inditff- 
-ia~  meat  againft  Edward  Ely ,  for  the  murder  of  lieutenant 
Charles  Eignell ,  in  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  and  a  fpecial  com- 
miffion  was  iffued  for  his  trial;  but  upon  an  affidavit  that  feveral 
material  witneffes  in  that  cafe  were  then  on  board  the  fleet  in 
the  Baltic,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Norris,  the  faid 
commiffion  and  trial  were  adjourned  till  the  next  feffions, 
and  afterwards  to  the  feffions  in  December  following : 
and  then. 
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E  D  W  A  R  D  EL  Y,  for  Murdex. 

Edward  Ely  was  indidfed  by  a  fpecial  commiflion,  purfuaft* 
to  the  ftatute  of  3^  Men.  V I i I.  chap.  23  for  the  murder  of 
Charles  Bignell  in  a  certain  ifland  near  the  Dablers,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  by  giving  him  with  a  drawn  fword  one 
mortal  wound  in  the  upper  part  cf  his  breaft  above  the  left 
pap,  of  the  length  of  half  an  inch,  and  the  depth  of  twelve 
inches,  on  the  27th  of  Sept,  1719,  of  which  he  inftantly 
died. 

Clement  Courland.  I  am  mafter  of  his  majefty’s  £hip  the 
Worcefter. — -  And  about  eight  o’clock  on  Friday  night, 
September  the  25th,  I  went  into  my  cabin,  and  v/as  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  deceafed,  who  was  the  firff  lieutenant ;  Mr. 
Cannon  the  burgeon,  and  the  prifoner,  who  wa3  furgeen’s 
ftrft  mate.  The  prifoner  then  laid  to  the  deceafed,  1  have 
been  on  board  the  Defiance,  and  got  the  papers  drawn  out, 

and  now  I  defire  you  to  fign  them. - — Thefe  papers  were  for 

a  fale  to  th>e  prifoner,  of  the'deceafed’s  (hare  of  a  prize  taken 

by  the  Defiance  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland. - 'The  deceafed 

afked  him  if  another  time  would  not  do  as  well  ;  to  which 
the  prifoner  anfwered,  no - — 1  will  be  no  longer  made  a  pro¬ 

perty  of.  The  deceafed  replied,  I  do  not  refufe  to  fign  them, 
but  I  will  not  be  huffed  into  it ;  and,  fince  you  are  fo  peremp¬ 
tory,  I  defire  you  to  take  your  things  out  of  my  cabin;  I 
have  permitted  you  to  lie  there  for  fome  time,  but  now  you 
fhall  find  another  lodging.  Next  morning  I  heard  feverai 
abufive  words  pafs  between  them  upon  the  quarter-deck, 
till  at  laft  the  deceafed  ordered  the  prifoner  to  go  off,  which 
lie  did  ;  but  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  be  came  up  again,  pulled 
off  his  bat,  and  told  the  deceafed  that  he  had  leave 
from  Captain  Boyle,  (the  commander  of  the  Worcefter) 
to  walk  the  quarter-deck  whenever  he  pleafed  ;  to  which  the 
other  replied,  you  may  walk  and  be  damned.  The  prifoner 
told  me  the  fame  morning,  that  he  had  got  the  captain’s  leave 
to  go  on  fhore,  when  he  would  to  do  himfelf  juftice,  I  advifed 
him  to  let  the  quarrel  die,  or  at  leaf!  to  defer  it  till  they  both 
came  to  England.  He  made  light  of  what  I  faid,  and  turn¬ 
ing  fhort  went  out  of  the  cabbin.  in  the  evening  he  came 
upon  deck,  and  told  one  of  my  mates,  that  the  captain  had 
given  him  leave  for  a  boat  to  carry  him  on  fhore  next  morn¬ 
ing.  Next  morning  being  Sunday,  the  prifoner  came  into 
my  cabin  before  I  was  up,  and  defired  me  to  give  him  a 
dram,  which  when  he  had  taken,  he  went  out  again  ;  and  as 
foon  as  I  arofe,  I  was  told  that  he  and  the  deceafed  were  gone 
alhore  together:  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  boat  came 
aboard  again  -with  the  dead  body  of  the  deceafed,  which  had 
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EDWARD  EL  Y,  for  Murder. 

federal  wounds  in  it,  and  feme  of  them  quite  through.  Be¬ 
fore  this  difference,  the  prifoncr  and  the  deceafed  were  in¬ 
timate  friends,  and  the  former  had  man}'  times  lent  both  mo¬ 
ney  and  necefiarfes  to  the  other-  The  prifoner  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  man  of  a  civil  behaviour,  and  not  in  the  lead: 
inclinable  to  quarrel  ;  but  the  deceafed  had  quite  a  different 
■charadfer.  Fie  and  1  had  mefied  together  for  feme  time  ; 
but  1  at  lad  parted  meffes  with  him,  on  account  of  his  abufive 
languag 

O  c- 

William  Ca  non ,  furgeon  of  the  {hip.  Being  in  the  m  af¬ 
ter ’-s  cabin,  I  heard  the  prifoner  afk  the  deceafed  to 
iign  the  papers.  He  anfwered,  that  he  would  not  figo  them, 
for  there  were  times  and  feafons  for  all  things.  The  other 
replied,  that  he  would  not  be  made  a  property  of,  and  that 
the  deceafed  (hould  fign  the  papers,  and  pay  what  he  owed  him, 
before  he  went  out  of  the  {hip.  The  deceafed  told  him  he 
would  pay  the  money  as  foon  as  he  had  it,  but  would  not  figti 
the  paper  at  all,  for  he  was  not  to  be  huffed  into  it. 

Soon  after,  as  I  and  the  deceafed  were  walking  on  the 

quarter-deck,  I  faw  his  fervant  and  the  prifoner,  taking 

the  prifoner's  things  out  of  the  deceafed’s  cabin  :  after 

which  the  prifoner  came  up  to  us,  when  he  and  the  deceafed 

began  to  reproach  one  another  with  former  civilities  ;  and 

among  other  things,  the  deceafed  told  him,  that  he  was  highly 

favoured  in  being  allowed  to  walk  the  quarter-deck.  To 

which  the  prifoner  anfwered,  I  have  been  admitted  to  the 

company  of  lieutenants  on  board  other  (hips  as  well  as  this, 

and  have  received  as  many  favours  from  them  as  ever  I  did 

*  • 

from  you.  You  indeed  are  my  officer  here,  and  infill  upon 
privilege,  but  what  are  we  when  we  are  afiboref  The  deceafed 
replied,  why  then  1  am  Charles  Big?iell^  and  you  are  Ned  Ely ; 
I  believe,  fays  the  prifoner,  you  are  like  an  old  woman,  that 
£an  do  nothing  but  fcold. 

I  went  afterwards  to  the  deceafed,  and  advifed  him  to  fign 
the  paper,  telling  him,  I  believed  the  prifoner  was  in  drink, 
or  elfe  he  would  never  have  ufed  him  in  fuch  a  manner.  To 

which  he  anfwered,  drink  is  no  excufe  for  rudenefs— - — 

he  final!  not  lie  in  my  cabin  any  longer,  nor  wall  I  forgive 
him,  for  he  has  as  good  as  challenged  me  —  neither  will 
I  fign  the  paper,  for  I  am  not  to  be  huffed  into  a  com¬ 
pliance. 

About  ten  or  eleven  next  morning,  the  deceafed  was  walk¬ 
ing  on  one  fide  of  the  quarter-deck,  and  the  prifoner  on  the 
oth  r.  I  went  to  the  prifoner,  and  afked  him,  where  he  lav 
lalf  night.  I  lay,  laid  he,  with  Mr.  Wefton,  the  fecond 

lieutenant. 
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lieutenant,  who  gave  me  a  can  of  flip  before  we  went  to  bed. 
Mr.  Signed!  has  ordered  me  off  the  quarter-deck,  but  captain 
Boyle  has  not  only  ordered  me  on  again,  but  has  affured  me, 
that  I  fhail  do  myfelf  jufbice,  if  I  have  a  mind  it.  Then 
walking  away,  the  deceafed  came  up  to  me,  and  fa  id,  that 
the  prifoner  had  challenged  him  before  the  whole  quarter-deck, 
and  told  him,  that  if  he  did  not  do  him  juflice,  he  would  poft 
him  for  a  coward.  I  affured  him  l  was  lorry  for  it,  and  again 
begged  of  him  to  %n  the  paper,  that  the  difference  might  be 
ended. 

Between  two  and  three  o’clock,  the  prifoner  came  to 
me  again  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  protefted  that  he  would 
do  hjmfelf  jufbice,  let  the  confequexice  be  what  it  would. 
Why  to-morrow  is  Sunday,  fays  I,  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
do  it  then.  To  which  he  anfwered,  do  you  take  me  for  a 
child  ?  To-morrow  is  my  birth-day,  I  fhail  then  be  thirty 
years  old,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  the  day  of  my  death  $ 
I  have  but  one  life  to  lofe.  I  told  him,  that  if  1  fhould  pre¬ 
vail  with  the  deceafed  to  fign  the  paper,  I  hoped  it  would  put 
an  end  to  the  matter.  Perhaps  it  may,  fays  he,  and  perhaps 
it  may  not,  it  is  as  he  will.  I  afterwards  went  to  the  deceafed, 
and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  fign  the  paper,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  mifchief  that  might  otherwife  enfue;  but,  fays  he, 
you  fpend  your  breath  in  vain,  for  it  is  not  confident  with 
my  honour  to  fign  it,  becaufe  it  would  be  to  fign  myfelf  a 
coward  ;  nor  am  I  to  be  huffed  and  bullied  into  a  compliance. 
My  principles  are  as  honed  as  any  man’s,  and  I  have  no  in¬ 
tention  to  wrong  Mr.  Ely,  Put  to  pay  him  as  foon  as  I  am 
able,  and  I  bad  figned  the  paper  before  now,  if  he  had 
not  ufed  me  in  fuch  a  manner  ;  but  now  I  will  never  forgive 
him,  nor  drink,  nor  fit  in  company  with  him.  The  next 
morning  I  was  called  up  about  fix  o’clock,  and  found  the  de- 
ceafed  lying  dead  on  the  quarter-deck  ;  he  had  eighteen 
wounds,  one  of  which  was  over  the  left  pap,  palling  through 
the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  and  coming  out  under  the  arm-pit, 
which  1  judge  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  death.  The  prifonec 
was  brought  on  board  about  half  an  hour  after,  and  I  dreffed 
a  wound  that  he  had  received  ;  and  on  Saturday  the  10th  of 
October  following,  he  told  me  that  the  captain  might  have 
prevented  what  had  happened.  The  prifoner  was  a.  man  that 
behaved  hknfelf  very  well,  and  was  not  given  to  quarrel.  He 
was  intimate  with,  and  very  ferviceable  to  the  deceafed,  who 
ufed  to  jangle  with  the  officers,  and  once  he  threatened  to  cane 
me  when  he  met  me  on  fhore ;  but  I  told  him  that  he  fhould 
mot  ferve  m j  as  he  had  ferved  captain  Clark. 
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EDWARD  ELY,  for  Murder. 

Daniel  Clark ,  midlhipman.  I  h°ard  the  deceafed  fay  to  the 
prifoner,  what  is  the  matter  that  you  are  fo  haftv  to  have  the 
paper  figned  ?  I  do  not  deny  hgning  it,  but  another  time  will 
do  as  well:  The  prifoner  anfwered,  I  will  not  be  made  a 
property  of.  And  then  one,  but  I  know  not  which  of  them, 
challenged  the  other;  after  which  the  deceafed  laid,  the  boat 
is  now  hoifiing  out,  and  I  will  go  afhore  with  you  direffily. 
But  the  prifoner  replied,  No,  you  are  my  officer  now,  but  if 
you  do  not  fee  me,  I  will  poft  you  ;  for  you  will  talk  and 
chatter,  and  that  is  all  you  can  do.  In  a  little  time  the  de- 
ccafed  bade  the  prifoner  go  look  after  the  kick  men,  and  he 
anfwered,  you  are  not  my  captain  now,  for  captain  Boyle  is 
come  on  board  again.  In  the  evening  the  prifoner  told  Mr. 
Young,  the  mafter’s  firft  mate,  that  the  captain  had  given 
him  leave  for  the  boat  in  the  morning. 

/hidrnv  Jf  hittin.  The  prifoner,  on  the  27th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  came  on  the  quarter-deck,  went  into  the  mailer's  cab- 
bin,  and  fe:ched  me  a  can  of  flip.  He  then  went  to  the 
cabbin-door  of  the  deceafed,  and  having  juft  opened  it,  faid 
fome  thing  to  him,  and  about  half  an  hour  after  five  the  host 
was  lowered  and  manned  for  him.  Fie  gave  his  fword  to  the 
coxfwain.  bid  him  take  as  much  care  of  it  as  he  would  of  his 
blocd,  and  followed  him  into  the  boat,  and  put  off  diredfly. 
The  deceafed  came  immediately  to  me,  and  afked  me  who 
was  gone  afhore  ?  I  told  him,  and  he  replied,  that  he  would 
be  with  him  prefently  ;  his  coxfwain  returned  with  the  boat, 
and  told  the  deceafed,  that  the  prifoner  gave  his  fervice  to 
him,  and  defired  him  to  make  hafte,  for  it  was  very  cold. 
I  may  be  there  time  enough  to  his  coft,  faid  the  deceafed, 
and  thereupon  Hepped  into  the  boat  and  put  off,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  boat  was  brought  back  with  Mr.  Big- 
nell  lying  in  it  dead  ;  the  boat  was  again  ordered  afhore  to 
fetch  the  prifoner  on  board.  I  went  in  it  with  Mr.  Weflon, 
the  fecond  lieutenant,  and  when  we  came  to  the  prifoner,  he 
freely  furrendered  himfelf.  He  afterwards  told  me,  that  he 
was  put  upon  it  by  a  certain  perfon,  and  pointed  to  Mr. 
Wefton’s  cabbin-door,  who  he  faid  was  a  rogue,  or  elfe  he 
had  not  done  it. 

James  Naves,  the  coxfwain.  I  was  called  up  about  five  in 
the  morning  to  man  the  boat,  which  1  did  ;  the  prifoner  came 
into  it,  and  bid  me  put  him  afhore  on  a  very  fmall  ifland,  which 
the  fhip  lay  aguinft.  As  foon  as  he  was  landed,  he  ordere  » 
me  to  return  and  give  his  fcrvice  to  the  deceafed,  and  tell  him, 
it  was  a  very  cold  morning,  and  he  could  not  wait  long. 
When  1  came  on  board.,  1  found  the  deceafed  walking  on  the 

Numb.  i.  B  quarter- 
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quarter-deck,  and  delivered  my  meffage  to  him  ;  he. replied 
1  may  he  afhore  by  and  by  to  his  forrow,  and  then  gave  me  a 
pair  of  phiols  wrapped  up  in'  red  bays,  to  carry  into  the  boat, 
which  1  did  ;  he  prefently  followed,  and  bid  me  row  him  to 
the  place  where  the  prifoner  was.-  When  we  came  to  land, 
the  deceafed  unbuttoned  his  waiftcoat,  and  defired  me  to  ob- 
ferve  that  he  was  naked  breafted.  He  ordered  the  boat’s  crew 
to  flay  in  the  boat,  and  me  to  follow  him  with  the  piftols. 
As  foon  as  we  came  up  to  the  prifoner,  he  {book  him  by  the 
hand,  and  a  deed  him  what  he  wanted  with  him  ;  I  did  net 
hear  the  prifoner  anfWer,  but  the  deceafed  replied,  we  (hall 
decide  this  matter  prefently,  and  then  gave  him  fome  piftol- 
eartridges,  bidding  him  take  his  choice  of  the  pifiols  ;  there¬ 
upon  the  deceafed  came  to  my  right* fide,  and  the  prifoner  to 
my  left;  in  order,  as  I  thought,  to  take  the  piftols  from  me. 
The  prifoner’s  fword  was  in  his  left  hand,  in  the  fcabbard, 
and  the  deceafed  {looping,  though  I  know  not  on  what  oc~ 
cafion,  the  prifoner  drew  his  fword,  and  (truck  him  with  it 
two  or  three  times  on  the  head,  upon  which  the  deceafed 
leaned  from  him  to  draw,  but  before  he  could  do  it,  the  pri¬ 
foner  run  him  into  the  belly,  and  the  left  bread,  over  the  left 
pap.  The  deceafed  having  got  out  his  fword,  made  two  or 
three  pafies  at  the  prifoner,  but  the  fword  faltered  in  his  hand, 
and  the  prifoner  continued  pufhing  at  him  till  he  fell  with  hisr 
legs  under  him.  Tirs  was  all  done  in  about  three  minutes*, 
and  then  I  called  the  boat’s  crew  to  take  care  of  the  deceafed, 
who  faid,  when  they  took  hold  of  him,  this  villain  hath  killed 
me  before  I  drew  my  fword ;  fo  he  expired  immediately. 
That  the  prifoner  ftruck  the  deceafed  over  the  head,  and 
Kabbed  him  two  or  three  times  before  he  could  draw;  that 
the  deceafed  faid,  the  villain  hath  killed  me  before  I  drew  my 
fword,  and  the  raoft  material  particulars  of  the  lail  depofition, 
were  confirmed  by  John  Burd,  William  Baker,  and  John 
Slade,  they  being  the  men,  who,  with  the  foregoing  witnefs, 
James  Naves,  rowed  the  prifoner  and  the  deceafed  aihore,  and 
law  ah  that  pafied. 

Mr.  Cannon ,  the  furgeon,  being  called  again,  depofed  that 
the  deceafed  had  no  wound  in  his  Delly* 

The  Prifoner  s  Defence . 

George  Wefton ,  the  fecond  lieutenant.  I  heard  the  deceafed 
challenge  the  prifoner,  and  tell  him,  if  he  loved  fighting,  he 
would  give  him  enough  of  it ;  to  which  the  prifoner  anfwered, 
“  No,  if  ever  I  quarrel,  it  iliall  be  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
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hedge - you  are  my  officer.”  The  prifoner  affured  the 

xaptain  (when  he  got  leave  for  the  boat)  that  the  deceafed  and 
himfelf  were  friends,  and  that  he  was  only  going  afhore  for 
his  health.  When  I  went  to  fetch  the  prifoner  off  from  the 
ifland,  he  readily  furrendered  himfelf,  and  gave  me  his  fword 
and  the  piflol  cartridges,  and  told  me,  that  the  deceafed  had 
-fpit  in  his  face,  and  called  him  villain.  When  the  deceafed 
was  at  Sheernefs,  the  prifoner  lent  him  money  to  go  to  Lon¬ 
don  with.— —  The  deceafed  was  foul-mouthed  and  quarrel- 
fome,  and  the  prifoner  was  very  good  humoured,  and  hath 
made  up  fevera!  quarrels.  It  was  my  fword  that  he  killed  the 
deceafed  with,  for,  in  coming  up  the  fcuttle,  1  bent  the  point 
of  it,  and  gave  it  the  armourer  to  ftreighten,  but  without  any 
view  of  fighting ;  and  the  armourer  let  the  prifoner  have  it 
without  my  knowledge. 

George  Young.  The  prifoner  came  upon  the  quarter-deck, 
told  .me,  that  he  had  get  leave  to  take  the  boat  in  the  morning, 
and  defired  me  to  call  him  at  four  o’clock  ;  I  afked  him  where 
.he  was  going,  he  anfwered,  on  fhore  for  his  health,  and  that, 
when  he  returned,  he  would  give  me  part  of  a  bottle  of  wine, 
it  being  his  birth-day. 

Mr.  Symmonds .  The  quarrel,  bewixt  the  prifoner  and  the 
deceafed,  was  about  a  prize  that  was  taken  on  the  coafl  of 
Scotland,  bound  from  Rotterdam  to  the  Ifle  of  Man.  The 
captain  having  received  a  letter  concerning  the  affair,  he  be¬ 
lieved  it  would  not  be  condemned  as  a  prize.  The  deceafed 
thereupon  off  ered  to  fell  his  fhare  of  it  for  two  guineas,  which 
the  prifoner  agreed  to  give  him  ;  but,  upon  his  defiring; 
the  deceafed  to  aflign  it  over  to  him,  herefufed,  and  called  the 

prifoner  all  the  ill  names  imaginable - The  deceafed  was  as 

foul-mouthed  a  fellow  as  ever  God  put  guts  into.  He  was 
very  abufive  to  captain  Boyle,  to  his  friends  that  fed  and  doath- 
ed  him,  and  in  fhort  to  every  body  elfe.  He  not  only  bor¬ 
rowed  the  prifoner’s  money,  but  wore  his  fhirts  too,  and  in¬ 
gratiated  himfelf  with  the  failors,  in  order  to  fet  them  againfl 
.their  officers. 

Richard  Chamberlain .  The  deceafed  was  feeond  lieutenant 
on  board  the  Gibraltar,  for  fixteen  months,  when  I  was  firff 
lieutenant  of  the  fame  fliip,  there  he  affronted  and  abufedme, 
(truck  and  kicked  me  fo,  that  I  was  forced  to  get  a  difeharge. 

Francis  Davis .  I  heard  the  deceafed  challenge  the  prifoner, 
who  anfwered,  I  know  better  than  to  fight  my  fuperior 
officer. 

Richard  Armftrong ,  the  armourer.  Mr.  Weflon  brought 
me  a  fword  to  (heighten,  and  I,  having  made  a  little  dent  in 
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doing  it,  took  my  file  to  fmooth  it,  but  did  not  fharpen  it? 
and  that  was  the  fword  the  prifoner  did  the  fadft  with. 

Mr.  Hunt.  1  viewed  the  body  of  the  deceafed  twice,  and 
difcovered  about  eighteen  wounds,  but  none  in  the  belly  ;  that 
on  the  left  breait  was  mortal.  The  prifoner  had  two  wounds, 
one  of  which  was  three  inches  and  a  half  deep,  and  the  other 
four  inches,  made  by  a  fword.  If  the  deceafed  had  received 
the  wound  in  the  bread:  firft,  I  believe  he  could  not  have  flood 
to  have  received  the  others  afterwards  ;  but  he  might  have 
inade  fo me  refinance. 

Mr.  ‘fackfon  and  Mr.  Pool  depofed,  that  the  deceafed  had 
the  character  of  a  foul-mouthed,  malicious,  quarrelfome  per- 
fon,  and  they,  and  four  or  live  other  gentlemen,  gave  a  good 
character  of  the  prifoner. 

The  court  having  futnmed  up  the  evidence  on  both  iides^ 
the  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  indidbment,  and  fen- 
tence  of  death  was  pronounced  accordingly. 

Edward  Ely  was  horn  in  Bloomlbury,  London.  His  fa¬ 
ther  being  a  gentleman  of  a  confiderable  eftate,  gave  him  (and 
his  other  children)  a  genteel  education,  and  put  him  appren¬ 
tice  to  Mr.  Gibfon,  a  noted  furgeon  in  Ludgate-ftreet.  He 
went  to  fea  in  quality  of  fu-rgeon’s  mate,  while  he  was  very 
young  ;  but  fcon  returned  home,  and  continued  in  England 
rune  or  ten  years.  About  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Glench-hillj 
when  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  and  the  lord  Tuliibardine,  were 
in  arms  in  Scotland,  he  was  in  one  of  the  feven  Ships  that  lay 
to  oppofe  tire  rebels,  and  cut  them  off  from  their  pm vi lions 
laid  p  in  the  garrifons  on  the  fea  chore. 

While  he  was  under  condemnation,  he  frequently  fp.oke  of 
the  friendxhip  that  was  betwixt  himfelf  and  the  deceafed,  be¬ 
fore  their  unfortunate  quarrel.  He  faid,  that  he  had  ufed  the 
lieutenant  like  a  brother,  that  lie  lent  him  ten  guineas,  and  his 
bell  linen,  when  he  went  to  London  to  make  his  application 
to  the  lord  high  admiral  for  preferment,  and  that  though  they 
quarrelled  about  two  guineas,  yet  he  nev  r  took  a  not  "  of 
Mr.  Bignell,  for  what  he  lent  him.  That  they  were  hardly 
ever  feparate,  but  kep~  the  fame  companv,  and  when  on  fhore, 
were  aim  oft  continu  lly  (hooting  or  hunting  together  ;  their 
firft  acquaintance  having  been  occafioned  by  fuch  kind  of 
fporv. 

His  behaviour  did  not  appear  to  difagree  with  the  melan¬ 
choly  circumftances  he  lay  under.  He  flievvcd  a  great  regret 
for  his  offence. 

He  complained  much  of  a  fea-faring  life.  He  was  ferious 
and  compoled,  and  conftantly  attended  the  public  prayers,  and 
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fometimes  de  fired  the  ordinary  (T.  Purney)  to  pray  with  him 
in  private.  A  few  days  before  the  execution,  he  (aid  he  was 
out  of  love  with  the  world,  and  well  fatisfted  to  die  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  eternal  life. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  February  8, 
1  720,  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 


THOMAS  ELMES,  for  a  Robbery,  Dec.  J720. 

rip*  HO  M  AS  EL  ME  S  was  indidlecj  for  a  (Faulting  WiE 
liam  Halliwell,  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  him  ros,  Oct.  10,  1720. 

TV.  Halliwell.  As  I  was  going  by  the  Savoy,  in  the  dufk 
of  the  evening,  the  prifoner  took  hold  of  me,  pufhed  me  un¬ 
der  the  Savoy  gateway,  and  fwore  he  wanted  money,  and  if 
1  fpoke  a  word,  or  made  any  refinance,  he  would  (tick  me  to 
the  h  art.  I  gave  him  half  a  crown,  but  that  would  not  fa- 
tisfy  him,  he  fwore  he  would  have  more,  or  he  would  mob 
me  ;  and  he  held  me  fo  faft  by  the  throat,  that  I  could  not 
cry  out.  I  beckoned  however  to  two  foldiers,  but  they 
would  not  come  to  my  affiftance,  and  fo  at  laft  I  gave  the  pri¬ 
foner  the  reft  of  my  money,  which  was  7s.  6d.  more  ;  ha  then 
fwearing,  that  ir  he  fhoeld  find  I  knew  him,  I  fhould  be 
murdered  within  three  days;  he  and  the  other  two  foldiers 
went  away  together  into  the  Savoy 

Court.  Are  you  fure  the  prifoner  is  the  man  ? 

Halliwell.  Yes,  I  am  pohtive  of  it ;  for  he  held  me  fo  long, 
that  1  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  particular  notice  of  him, 
and  I  then  remembered  I  had  feen  him  once  before  run  out  of 
Chancery-lane  into  the  Temple,  with  a  mob  after  him,  who 
laid  he  had  robbed  fomebody  in  Lincoln’s-Inn-fields.  I  took 
him  in  St.  Paul’s  church  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  carrying 
him  before  the  juftice,  he  there  owned  he  had  the  money  of 
me,  but  faid,  that  I  lent  it  him. 

"John  Parker.  I  affifted  in  taking  the  prifoner,  and  heard 
him  own,  that  he  had  the  profecutor's  money,  but  faid,  the 
profecutor  lent  it  him,  and  promifed  to  lend  him  30s.  more. 

Coppinger  Cole.  When  the  prifoner  was  in  cuftody  in  bofter- 
lane,  he  endeavoured  to  efcape,  and  fwore  we  fhould  not 
keep  him  without  an  officer.  He  owned,  that  he  was  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  profecutor,  and  yet  faid,  that  the  profecutor 
had  lent  him  40s. 

Prifoner , 
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Prtfoner .  I  happened  to  ffee  the  profccutor  in  the  a£f  of  fa* 
do:my,  and  as  foon  as  he  flaw  me,  he  ran  away  ;  I  met  him  af* 
tin  wards,  and  took  him  to  an  alehoufe,  and  there  he  gave  me 
half  a  crown.  I  met  him  again  after  that,  and  he  gave  me 
more  money,  and  promised,  if  I  would  meet  him  in  St.  Paulas, 
lie  would  lend  me  40s.  but,  in  (be  ad  of  that,  he  took  me  up 
for  this  robbery. 

Court ,  Have  you  any  wi tnejQes  to  prove  this  ? 

Prtfoner.  No. 

Court.  Sure,  if  he  was  with  you  in  a  public-honfe,  you 
might  at  leaft  have  brought  fomebody  that  faw  you  in  compa¬ 
ny  together. — Have  you  any  to  your  character  ? 

Prtfoner.  No,  I  have  no  foul  to  fpeak  for  me. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received  fenrence  of 
/death  ;  but  was  afterwards  reprieved. 

This  is  not  the  only  inftance  we  fhal!  meet  with  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  trials,  of  a  villain’s  endeavouring  to  Heaps 
juflice,  by  charging  his  profecutor  with  this  deteffable  crime. 

As  great  an  offence  as  it  is  to  rob  a  man  of  his  money,  k 
appears  but  a  trifle  when  compared  with  that  of  unjuft ly  de¬ 
priving  him  of  his  reputation, 

i&  Good  name  in  man  or  woman. 

Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  our  fouls  s  [thing  ; 

66  Who  ffeals  my  purfe,  fteals  trafti ;  Ms  fomething,  no- 
46  ?Twas  mine,  Ms  his ;  and  has  been  flave  to  thoufands ! 
But  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 

Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 
ct  And  makes  mre  poor  indeed”. 

Othello  in  Sha&espear* 
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r"|H  HQ  MAS  BUTLER ,  alias  Be.cket,  Efq;  was  in- 
j[  '  dibted  for  affaulting  Sir  Juftipian  Ifham,  on  the  high¬ 
way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  gold  watch, 
j#iilk  night-gown,  and  fix  holland  fhirts,  January  12,  1718-19. 

?. Pie  Was  a  ffcond  time  ind idled  for  affaulting  John  Whit- 
ae  e,  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  iilver  watch,  a  fword,  and  eight  guineas,  the  goods  and 
money  of  John  Whitacre,  and  ja\.  8s.  6d,  the  money  of 
Edward  Freeman,  January  12,  1718-19. 

Mr» 
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Mr.  TVhitacre .  As  I  was  travelling  with  Sir  Juftinian  Iftv* 
am,  we  were  attacked  by  three  men  on  the  road  near  Dtinfta- 
hie,  in  Hertfordlhire.  One  of  them  took  Sir  Jufiinian  out  of 
his  chariot,  and  another  (which  I  believe  was  the  prifoner) 
took  me  out;  they  demanded  our  money,  and  I  gave  them 
what  I  had  about  me.  I  had  hid  my  watch  under  the  feat  of 
the  chariot,  but  the  prifoner  fearched  till  he  found  it.  From 
Sir  Jufiinian  they  took  his  pocket-book,  and  then  we  e  going 
to  break  open  his  trunk,  but  I  gave  them  the  key  ;  they  un¬ 
locked  ir,  and  took  out  a  gold  watch,  a  filk  night-gown,  fix 
fhirts,  a  filvtr  hi! ted  fword,  and  14I,  in  money. — When  the 
prifoner  was  taken,  he  confefTed,  that  he  had  Sir  Juftinian’s 
gold  watch  and  night-gown,  and  my  Watch  and  ring,  for  his 
fhare  of  the  booty,  and  that  he  kept  the  gown  for  his  own 
wearing. — This  is  the  fame  gown:  it  was  found  in  his  lodg^ 

The  Prifoner' %  Landlady.  The  prifoner  lodged  at  my  houfe 
near  Red-lion-fquare,  in  Holborn.  He  went  by  the  name  of 
’Squir  Becket.  Be  wore  black  velvet,  laced  ruffles,  and 
every  thing  elfe  anfvverable. 

John  Ofgood .  About  half  a  year  after  the  robbery,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  profecutor  to  enquire  after  the  prifon¬ 
er,  and  when  he  was  taken,  he  confefTed  to  me  all  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  robbery,  and  that  it  was  committed  by  himfeif 
and  Jack  — ,  who  went  for  his  footman,  and  is  now  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  Smith,  who  has  fmce  been  executed  at  Maid- 
flone.  He  told  me  it  fignided  nothing  to  conceal  any  thing, 
for  he  fhould  be  made  an  evidence. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  both  indictments.  Death ♦ 

When  Butler  was  under  condemnation,  he  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  himfelf. 

I  am  now  about  forty-two  years  old.  I  was  born  in  Ireland, 
My  father  was  an  officer  there  in  king  James’s  army,  and  I 

followed  him  to  France. - At  the  time  of  the  rebellion  in 

Scotland,  I  was  fent  to  Paris  to  affiff  a  perfon  of  honour,  by 
making  myfelf  a  fpy  in  the  late  duke  of  Ormond’s  family  ;  for 
which  fervice  I  was  for  fome  time  afterwards  allowed  twenty 
pounds  a  year  from  his  majefty.  But  by  this  I  loft  the  favour 
of  my  friends  and  relations,  who  efpoufed  a  different  intereft. 
From  Paris  I  went  into  Holland,  in  hopes  of  improving  my 
fortune,  but,  inftead  of  that,  I  fpent  moft  of  the  little  money 
I  carried  with  me,  and  then  came  to  I  ngland. 

And  here  I  commenced  hiqrhwavman.  I  and  my  man  Tack 

O  J  J 

committed  a  vaft  number  of  robberies  in  Kent  and  Eilex.  I 

always 
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always  affected  to  live  generoufly  upon  what  we  got  with  fd 
much  hazard.  I  hired  lodgings  genteelly  furnifhe'd,  fometimes 
in  London,  and  fometimes  in  a  eonfiderable  country-town. 
My  drefs  was  commonly  rich,  I  never  Wanted  good  horfes, 
and  at  proper  times  my  companion  Jack  wore  a  livery,  and 
attended  me  in  quality  of  a  footman,  and  thus  wherever  I 

came,  I  appeared  as  a  man  of  fortune. - i  once  robbed  a 

gentleman  of  a  medal,  and  a  valuable  picture,  which  are  the 
only  things  I  wi(h  had  been  reftored  to  the  owner  ;  but  the 
picture  I  loft,  and  the  medal  I  prefenced  to  a  lady  in  Ireland. 
It  has  been  reported  that  I  have  had  eight  wives  ;  but  the  re¬ 
port  is  entirely  falfe,  for  1  was  never  lawfully  married  to  one. 
I  profefs  myfelf  a  member  of  the  church  oi  Rome  y  but  1  have 
always  been  a  faithful  fuhjedt  to  his  prefent  majefty,  and  have 
received  feveral  wounds  in  hisfervice. 

To  this  account  the  ordinary  adds,  that  he  appeared  peni¬ 
tent,  and  received  the  facrament  from  one  of  his  own  perfua- 
fion,  and  apprehends,  that  though  he  faid  he  was  never  law®- 
fully  married,  yet  he  might  have  been  married  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England,  but,  being  a  Roman  catho~ 
lies,  did  not  efteem  fuch  marriages  lawful. 

We  {hall  feldom  hear  of  a  highwayman  who  has  lived  a  life 
of  fomuch  apparent  gaiety  as  Butler  did,  and  vet  it  ended  in  an 
infamous  death  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  Feb.  8,  17.20. 


WILLIAM  SPIGGOjT,  THOMAS  PHILLIPS, 
alias  CROSS,  WILLIAM  BURROUGHS,  and 
WI  LLIAM  HEATER,  for  Robberies,  &c.  Jan, 
1720. 

-• 

rp  H  ERE  having  been  feveral  bills  found  by  the  grand  jury 
JL  againft  Wilften  Spiggot,  and  Thomas  Phillips,  for 
robberies  on  the  highway,  they  were  brought  to  Use  bar  be 
arraigned,  when  they  both  declared,  that  they  woulo  not 
plead,  till  the  court  had  ordered  the  horfes,  furniture,  money, 
and  other  things  (which  were  taken  from  them,  when  they 
were  apprehended]  to  be  returned.  The  court  informed 
them,  that  what  they  ceftred  was  more  than  could  be  granted  ; 
and,  for  their  fatisfaclion,  ordered  the  clerk  to  read  the  flow¬ 
ing  claufein  an  a£t  made  in  tiie  fourth  and  fifth  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Queen  Mary,  entitled,  64  An  act  for  encouraging 
the  apprehending  of  highwaymen. 

44  And  it  is  hereby  further  enadted,  That  all  and  every 
perfon  or  perfons,  who  {hall  take,  apprehend,  profeeute,  or 

commit 
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commit  fuch  robber  or  robbers,  as  aforefai d,  as  a  farther  re¬ 
ward,  fhall  have  and  enjoy  to  his  and  their  proper  ofe  arid  be¬ 
hoof,  the  horfe,  furniture,  and  arms,  money  and  other  goods 
of  the  faid  robber  or  robbers,  that  thall  be  taken  with  him  of 
them. 

“  And  their  majeflies  right  or  title,  bodies  politic  or  corpo¬ 
rate,  or  the  right  or  title  thereunto  of  the  lord  of  any  mano:', 
liberty  or  franchife,  or  of  him  or  them,  lending  or  letting  the 
fame  to  hire,  to  any  fuch  robber  or  robbers,  in  any  wife  not- 
withdanding. 

44  Provided  always,  That  this  claufe,  or  any  thirtg  therein 
Contained,  fhall  not  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  take  away  the 
right  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  fuch  horfes,  furniture,  and 
arms,  money  and  goods,  from  whom  the  fame  Were  before 
felonioufly  taken.” 

But  notwithftanding  this,  the  prifoners  dill  refufed  to  plead, 
and  the  court  (having  in  vain  acquainted  them  with  the  ill 
efFe&s  of  their  refufal,  and  endeavoured  to  diffuade  them  frorii 
their  obdinacyj  gave  orders,  that  the  judgment  fhould  be 
read,  which  the  law  has  appointed  to  be  executed  upon  fuch 
prifoners,  as  fhall  dand  mute,  or  refute  to  plead  to  their  in¬ 
dictment.  The  judgment  was  to  the  following  efFeCt  : 

“  That  the  prifoner  fhall  be  fent  to  the  prifon  from  whence 
he  came,  and  put  into  a  mean  room,  flopped  from  the  light, 
and  fhall  there  be  laid  on  the  bare  ground,  without  any  litter, 
ftraw,  or  other  covering,  and  without  any  garment  about  him, 
except  fomething  to  hide  his  privy  members.  He  fhall  lie  up-k 
on  his  back,  his  head  fhall  be  covered,  and  his  feet  fhall  b* 
bare.  One  of  bis  arms  fhall  be  drawn  with  a  cord  to  the  fide 
of  the  room,  and  the  other  arm  to  the  other  fide  $  and  his 
legs  fhall  be  ferved  in  the  like  manner.  Then  there  fhall  be 
laid  upon  his  body,  as  much  iron  or  done*  as  he  can  bear,  and 
more.  And  the  bid  day  after  he  fhall  have  three  morfels  of 
barley  bread,  without  any  drink  ;  and  the  fecond  day,  he  fhall 
be  allowed  to  drink  as  much  as  he  can>  at  three  times,  of  the 
water  that  is  next  the  prifon  door,  except  running  water, 
without  any  bread  ;  and  this  fliall  be  his  diet  till  he  dies  i  and 
he,  againd  whom  this  judgment  fhall  be  givn,  forfeits  his 
goods  to  the  king 

This  having  no  efFeCt  on  the  prifoners,  the  executioner  (as 
is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes)  was  ordered  to  tie  their  thumbs  together* 

*  By  a  late  aft  of  pari  amem,  this  c  anfe  is  repealed,  and  he  or  fh*  who 
fiiall  hereaf  er  refute  to  plead  to  their  indictment,  fhallfbe  deemed  guilty  of  the 
•ffente  for  which  they  ate  indiCted,  and  judgment  thall  be  paded.aocwdiBgly. 
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and  draw  the  cord  as  tight  as  he  was  able  ;  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  done:  but  neither  this,  nor  ail  the  admonitions  of  the 
court,  being  fufficient  to  bring  them  to  plead,  they  were  fen- 
tenced  to  be  preffed  to  death. 

Purfaant  to  this  judgment,  they  were  carried  back  to  New¬ 
gate.  As  foon  as  they  entered  the  prefs-room,  Phillips  defi¬ 
led,  that  he  might  return  to  the  bar  and  plead:  but  Spiggot 
continuing  obfiinate,  was  put  under  the  prefs.  He  bore  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  for  half  an  hour,  but  then 
fifty  more  being  added,  he  begged  that  he  might  be  carried 
back  to  plead,  which  favour  was  granted, 

William  Spiggot,  and  Thomas  Phillips,  were  indited  for  afi* 
faulting  John  W atkins,  on  the  high-way,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  him  a  fiver  watch,  a  Holland  gown,  a  pair 
cf  flays,  a  fcarlet  riding-hood,  and  feveral  other  goods,  to  the 
value  of  200 1.  and  5  1,  in  money,  November  12,  1720. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indi&ed  with  William  Heater, 
they  for  aflaulting  John  Turner  on  the  highway,  putting 
him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  five  guineas,  the  money  of 
the  faid  John  Turner,  and  a  box,  a  gold  watch,  twelve  Hol¬ 
land  fhins,  two  pair  of  laced  rufHes,  four  turnovers,  two  cam¬ 
bric  ‘bofoms,  two  pair  offtockings,  a  bat,  a  perriwig,  and  twelvt 
guineas,  the  goods  and  money  of  Neal  Sheldon,  Efq>  on 
the  firft  day  of  November  laft  ;  and  William  Heater,  as  ac- 
ccffary  in  harbouring  them,  and  receiving  the  faid  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  ftolen. 

Fir  ft  IndiFkment . 

John  Watkins .  As  I  was  going  to  Monmouth,  with  my 
pack-horfes,  between  Brentford,  and  Smallberry-green,  I  ob- 
T  1  ved  that  Phillips  followed  and  watched  me  ;  and,  when  1 
came  to  Bifhopfgrove,  on  Hoim  flow-heath,  Spiggot,  Phillips, 
and  another  rode  up  to  me,  dapped  a  piftol  to  my  breaft, 
bade  me  ftand,  took  five  pounds  and  my  watch  from  me ; 
and  fwore,  if  I  would  not  tell  him  which  horfe  the  money 
was  on,  he  would  kill  them  all.  As  for  Phillips,  he  flopped 
the  Qftler,  who  was  with  me,  and  took  one  of  the  pack- 
horfes,  with  the  goods,  while  the  other  perfon  fecured  my 
man.  I' loft  above  two  hundred  pounds  in  all.  lam  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  prifoners,  Phillips  and  Spiggot,  were  two  of 
the  three  that  robbed  me.  1  knew  Spiggot  a  great  many 
years  ago,  and  had  feen  him  in  Monmouth  jail. 

Second  1  ndi  Ft  merit , 

john  Turner.  I  was  robbed  near,  Tyburn,  on  the  firft  of 
November,  by  five  men,  who  were  diLuifed  with  mafks. 

hour 
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Four  of  them  were  on  horfeback*  and  the  other  was  on  foot. 
They  took  Mr.  Sheldon's  box  out  of  the  waggon,  and  car-: 
ried  it  away,  and  i  following  them,  they  knocked  me  down, 
and  went  into  my  waggon  again,  but  took  nothing  more  out 
of  it  ;  but  however,  one  of  them  being  on  foot,  they  took 
my  mare  away,  and  fo  they  all  rode  off. 

Mr.  Sheldon.  Intending  to  leave  Buckingbamfhire,  and 
thinking  my  portmanteau  too  heavy  for  my  man  to  carry  be¬ 
hind  him,  I  fent  it  up  with  John  Turner,  the  Wendover  car¬ 
rier.  The  wig,  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand,  was  part  of 
the  goods  that  were  in  the  box,  (or  portmanteau)  which  I  de¬ 
livered  to  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Bryan.  1  went  with  Mr.  Merrit,  to  fe arch  Spiggot’s 
lodgings,  and  there  found  the  wig  that  Mr.  Sheldon  has  now 
produced. 

Mr.  Merrit.  We  found  that  and  feveral  o  her  things,  feme 
of  which  were  taken  out  of  the  Portfmouth  waggon,  and 
others  were  taken  from  perfons  that  were  robbed  under  Ty¬ 
burn. 

Edward  Plummer.  I  know  this  to  be  Mr.  Sheldon’s  wig-. 

o’ 

I  altered  it  for  him. 

John  Merrit  again.  Mr.  Watkins  came  to  me,  and  faid, 
he  was  ruined,  for  three  highwaymen  had  robbed  him  on 
Hounffow-heath,  having  taken  away  his  money,  his  watch, 
his  goods,  and  a  pack-horfe.  Upon  this,  I  made  enquiry  af¬ 
ter  the  prifoners,  and  finding  where  they  had  hired  horfes,  1 
defired  the  perfon  to  flop  them,  or  give  me  notice  if  they  came 
to  hire  any  more,  and  I  would  reward  him.  I  dogged  Wil¬ 
liam  Heater,  with  the  horfes  from  Finfbury,  to  the  George 
in  Long- acre,  and  thence  to  Mr.  Rowlet’s,  in  the  Broad¬ 
way,  Weftminffer,  where  he  fet  them  up.  I  and  fome  others 
placed  ourfelves  a  while  in  a  houfe,  oppofiteto  the  inn;  but, 
after  a  little  confultation,  believing  that  the  inn-keeper,  Mr. 
Rowlet,  was  An  honeft  man,  we  went  over  and  acquainted 
him  with  our  bufinefs.  He  told  us,  that  we  ffiould  not  only 
be  welcome  to  fit  up  in  his  houfe  to  watch,  but  that  he  would 
aflift  us,  which  he  did.  And,  about  ten  o’clock  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Spiggot,  Phillips,  and  Jofeph  Lindfey  came,  and  went 
into  the  ftables,  where,  after  a  ftrong  refiffance,  we  took 
them  all. 

John  Rou  let.  I  followed  Spiggot  into  the  ffable,  kicked  up 
his  heels,  and  feuffied  with  him  for  near  half  an  hour.  He  (hot 
me  through  the  left  fhoulder,  and  got  me  down ;  but  others 
coming  to  help  me,  they  took  him  off,  and  then  he  offered 
me  hisfword,  and  faid  he  had  done. 
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Mr.  Bryan  again.  I  went  with  Mr.  Merrit,  to  Finfb  ury? 
and  from  licence  we  dogged  William  Heater,  with  the  horfes, 
tp  Weftminfter.  Phillips  flafhed  a  pif^o!  at  me,  in  the  {fable, 
but  it  did  not  go  off,  I  was  then  knocked  down,  and  getting 
Up  again,  I  faw  Mr.  R.owlet  was  ftruggling  on  the  ground  with 
Spiggot,  and  had  been  wounded  by  him.  SpiggoPs  l word  was 
half  drawn.  I  drew  jt  quite,  aud  made  a  thruft  at  him  ;  but 
unluckily  mill  my  ai and  run  it  into  &  butcher’s  leg.  Spig¬ 
got  fwore,  that  he  would  kill  a  thoufand,  before  he  would  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Hill,  the  conftable.  Mr.  Merrit  came  to  me,  with  the 
recorder’s  warrant,  and  I  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Burton’s,  and 
then  croff  d  over  to  Mr.  R.owlet’s.  Lindfey  (who  is  made  an 
evidence)  came  in  there  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and  fome 
of  our  company  were  for  fecuring  him  firft  ^  but  others  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  might  prevent  their  taking  the  others,  and 
jfo  we  agreed  to  flay  till  we  could  meet  with  them  allthree  to¬ 
gether,  which  proved  to  be  about  ten  o’clock  the  lame  morn¬ 
ing.  They  all  went  into  the  {fable,  and  we  followed  them. 
Phillips  fnapped  at  me  with  a  mufquetoon,  loaded  with  three, 
bullets  ;  but  it  only  flafhed  in  the  pan. 

- - Mur r el,  a  boy.  I  was  one  of  them  that  dodged  Hea¬ 
der  ;  be  went  from  Finfbury  to  Long-acre,  with  two  horfes, 
and  from  thence  he  took  another,  and  had  them  all  three  to¬ 
gether  to  Weftminfter. 

"John  Pritchard.  Mr.  Merrit  (lie wed  me  the  recorder’s  war¬ 
rant  I  went  with  him  to  apprehend  the  prifoner-s.  Phillips 
fnapped  a  piftolat  us,  but  it  did  not  go  off.  W e  afterwards 
took  a  blunderbufs  from  him.  Spiggot  fired  two  piflols,  and 
wounded  Mr.  Rowlet. 

James  Leaton.  Spiggot,  Phillips,  and  Lindfey  came  to  take 
horfe  at  Weftminfler,  and  Heater  came  with  them.  Phillips 
fnapped  a  piftol  ,  but  Lindfey  futrendered  himfelf  to  me. 

Jofeph  Lindfey.  Spiggot,  Phillips,  Golds,  Tyfon,  and  I 
committed  this  robbery.  Heater  ufed  to  hire  horfes,  and  cat*- 
rv  them  backward  and  forward  for  us.  He  received  fome 
buttons  and  mohair,  which  he  knew  to  be  itoien  ;  but  they 
are  not  mentioned  in  this  indiHment. 

Richard  B  o  ton.  Spiggot  bought  a  horfe  of  me,  and  Heater 
was  with  him  then,  and  {aid,  that  he  was  his  fervant ;  but 
when  they  were  taken,  he  denied  he  belonged  to  them. 

Anthony  Merrit.  Hunter  feveral  times  has  had  Phillips’s  horfe 
to  look  after,  and  ufed  to  fetch  facks,  and  put  them  under 
the  faddles,  and  (lave  the  goods  fold  from  his  houfe. 

Spiggot 
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Spiggot  and  Phillips  had  nothing  material  to  fay  in  their  own 
defence;  but  they  both  declared,  that  Heater  was  innocent  of 
the  matter,  and  adled  only  as  a  porter  in  fetching  and  carry¬ 
ing  their  horfes. 

There  not  being  fufncient  evidence  to  convict  Heater,  he 
was  acquitted  ;  the  jury  found  the  other  two  prifoners  guilty 
of  both  indictments.  Death. 

William  Spiggot  was  a  third  time  indicted  with  William 
Burroughs,  for  aftaulting  Charles  Sybbald,  on  the  high-way, 
putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  fifteen  guineas,  and 
ten  (hillings,  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  laft. 

'Jofeph  Lindfey.  About  laft  Bartholomew-tide,  I  and  the 
prifoners  met  Mr.  Sybbald  and  his  man  upon  Finchley- 
common  ;  one  of  them  was  on  a  white  horfe,  and  the  other 
on  a  grey :  we  flopped  them,  and  Spiggot  took  a  purfe  from 
the  profecutor,  with  fifteen  guineas  in  it,  as  I  am  fince  in¬ 
formed,  though  he  let  me  know  but  of  fix  and  a  half,  fo  that 
he  funk  the  reft. 

Charles  Sybbald.  On  the  25th  of  Auguft,  I  and  my  man 
were  aftaulted  on  Finchiey-common,  by  three  men  on  horfe  - 
back;  one  of  them  fecured  my  fervant,  and  the  two  other 
came  up  to  me,  one  on  each  fide,  and  prefenting  their  piftols 
made  me  difmount ;  when  Lindfey  taking  my  horfe ’s  bridle  oft, 
turned  him  loofe,  and  the  other  two  rifled  me,  one  beginning 
at  my  head,  and  the  other  about  my  middle,  and  fo  fearched 
downward ;  1  loft  fifteen  guineas,  fome  filver,  and  fome 
writings.  They  were  tall  men,  and  like  the  prifoners,  but  I 
cannot  fwear  pofitively  to  either  of  them,  but  I  had  a  plain 
view  of  Lindfey,  and  remember  his  voice.  One  of  the 
others,  whom  I  take  to  be  Burroughs,  had  a  long  wig  04, 
with  the  ends  of  it  in  his  mouth;  and  the  third,  who  I  be¬ 
lieve,  though  I  cannot  be  certain,  was  Spiggot,  had  the 
cape  of  his  coat  buttoned  up  about  his  chin- 

The  prifoners  denied  tfiat  they  knew  any  thing  of  the 
fa£L 

- -  Burroughs ,  brother  to  William  Burroughs,  the 

prifoner.  Lindfey ’s  wife  came  and  told  me,  that  my 
brother  had  been  in  the  country  with  her  hufband,  and  was 
returned  to  town  raving  mad.  So  I  took  him  home  to  my 
mother's  for  a  fortnight,  and  was  forced  to  have  men  to  fit  up 
with  him,  and  at  laft  I  got  him  into  Bedlam,  where  he  has 
been  ever  fince  my  lord-mayor’s-day. 

The  jury  found  them  both  guilty.  Death, 
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But  it  afterwards  appearing  that  Burroughs  was  lunatic,  he 
obtained  his  majefty’s  pardon. 

Thomas  Crofs,  alias  Phillips,  wa$  33  years  old,  when 
he  made  his  exit  at  Tyburn.  He  was  born  at  Briftol,  was 
never  taught  to  write  or  read,  nor  put  apprentice,  but  went 
to  fea  when  very  young.  He  ferved  in  the  war  againft 
France,  and  was  in  the  Dover  man  of  war,  when  admiral 
Byng  attacked  the  Spanifti  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  after 
which  they  took  three  Spanifh  fhips  in  the  mouth  of 
Gales. 

He  was  the  moft  audacious  rogue  that  ever  ftretched  a 
halter.  He  took  a  particular  pride  in  recounting,  his  villanies  : 
he  fwore,  that  once  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  he  and  Spig- 
got  robbed  a  hundred  palTengers,  whom  they  took  out  of  fe¬ 
deral  waggons,  and  having  bo  md  them,  fet  them  all  a-row 
in  the  road.  Oy  no  means  would  he  mind  any  thing  that  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  laid  to  him,  but  would  i'wear  and 
curfe  while  the  others  were  at  prayers,  and  fmg  a  reprobate 
ballad,  when  the  reft,  poor  fouls  !  were  humming  over  a  pe¬ 
nitential  ftave  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins.  He  would  not 
willingly  fuller  any  body  that  was  near  him  to  read  or  pray, 
or  even  look  erious,  and  efpecialiy  towards  the  laft ;  for,  as 
then  the  reft  of  the  prisoners  grew  more  devout,  he  grew  more 
wicked  :  fometimes  he  would  ridicule  them  in  the  midft  of 
their  duty,  and  at  other  times,  w  thout  any  provocation, 
would  fall  into  violent  paflions,  beating  fome,  and  kicking 
others,  up  and  down  the  condemned-hold,  and  venting  the 
Rioft  horrible  expressions  imaginable.  In  nm,  he  grew  fo 
infufferably  outrageous,  that  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  unanft 
njoufiy  defired  that  he  might  be  removed  from  them.  He 
continued  obftin^te  to  the  laft,  and  yet,  when  he  was  under 
the  gallows,  declared,  that  he  did  not  fear  to  die,  for  he  wa§ 
in  no  doubt  of  going  to  Heaven. 

Willi  Dill,  Sp  iggot  was  29  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  born  at  Hereford,  in  which  city  his  father  was  ai^ 
oftler,  and  he  himfelf  was  put  apprentice  to  a  cabinet-maker. 
He  faid,  that  he  ferved  his  feven  years  faithfully,  and  came 
out  of  his  time  about  eight  years  ago,  though  he  had  been 
married  above  ten  years,  and  had  three  children  living,  hiseldcft 
daughter  being  between  fe<?cn  and  eight  years  old,  and  his  fon 
about  fix. 

before  he  was  put  into  the  prefs,  the  Ordinary  of  New¬ 
gate  endeavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  haftening  his  own 

death 
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death  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  thereby  depriving  himfelf  of 
that  time  which  the  law  allowed  him  to  repent  in:  to  which 
he  only  anfwered,  if  you  come  to  take  care  of  my  foul,  I 
fhall  regard  you,  but  if  you  come  about  my  body,  I  muft 
defire  to  be  excufed,  for  I  cannot  hear  one  word.  At  the 
next  vifit  the  chaplain  found  him  lying  in  the  vault,  upon  the 
bare  ground,  with  350  pounds  weight  upon  his  bread,  and 
then  prayed  by  him,  and  at  feveral  times  afked  him  why  he 
would  hazard  his  foul  by  fuch  obftinate  kind  of  felf-murder. 
But  all  the  anfwer  that  he  made  was,  pray  for  me,  pray  for 
me.  He  fometimes  Jay  filent  under  the  predure,  as  if  in- 
fenfible  of  pain,  and  then  again  would  fetch  his  breath  very 
quick  and  fhort.  Several  times  he  complained  that  they  had 
laid  a  cruel  weight  upon  his  face,  though  it  was  covered  with 
nothing  but  a  thin  cloth,  which  was  afterwards  removed,  and 
laid  more  light  and  hollow;  yet  he  dill  complained  of  the 
prodigious  weight  upon  his  face,  which  might  be  c.aufed  by 
the  blood’s  being  forced  up  thither,  and  prefling  the  veins 
as  violently  as  if  the  force  had  been  externally  on  his 
face. 

When  he  had  remained  half  an  hour  under  this  load,  and 
fifty  pounds  weight  more  laid  on,  being  in  all  four  hundred, 
he  told  thofe  that  attended  him  he  would  plead. 

Immediately  the  weights  were  at  once  taken  off,  the  cords 
cut  afunder,  he  was  raifed  up  by  two  men,  fome  brandy  was 
put  into  his  mouth  to  revive  him,  and  he  was  carried  to 
take  his  trial. 

He  was  very  faint,  and  almoft  fpeechlefs  for  two  days,  and 
then  he  feemed  to  recover  ftrength  for  a  little  time,  hut  after¬ 
wards  he  grew  worfe,  and  defired  to  receive  the  facrament, 
as  thinking  he  fhould  hardly  live  until  execution-day  But 
before  that  time  came,  he  again  recovered  ftrength,  and 
then  he  conftantly  attended  the  prayers  in  the  chapel  twice  a 
day. 

The  reafons  he  gave  for  enduring  the  prefs  were,  that  his 
cftefts  might  be  preferved  for  the  good  of  his  family,  that 
none  might  reproach  his  children  by  telling  them  their  father 
was  hanged,  and  that  Jofeph  Lindfey  might  not  triumph  in 
faying,  he  had  fent  him  to  Tyburn.  He  feemed  to  be  much 
incenfed  againft  this  Lindfey,  for,  fays  he,  I  was  once 
wounded,  and  in  danger  of  my  life,  by  refcuing  him  when 
he  was  near  being  taken,  and  yet  he  afterwards  made  himfelf 
an  evidence  againft  me. 

pig  got  would  fometimes  with  he  had  died  in  the  prefs,  for 
he  Lid;  that  before  he  was  taken  out,  he  was  fallen  into  a 

kind 
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kind  of  {lumber,  and  had  hardly  any  fenfe  of  pain  left  ; 
though  at  other  times  he  appeared  glad  that  he  had  not 
fhortened  that  time  by  his  obfdinacy,  which  otherwife  the  lav\? 
allowed  him  for  repentance. 

He  hud  he  could  not  remember  that  he  ever  fhed  a  tear  m 
his  life  but  once,  and  that  was  fince  his  condemnation  at  his 
final  parting  with  his  little  fon;  but  that,  however,  he  thought 
himfeif  as  iincerely  penitent  as  thofe  who  (hewed  their  forrow 
by  their  tears. 

He  confefled  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  greatefd  fin  he 
could  commit  except  murder  ;  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  men¬ 
tion  his  numerous  robberies  on  the  high-way,  which  were  per¬ 
haps  about  a  hundred  ;  that  he  chiefly  robbed  upon  Hounflow- 
heath,  fome times  towards  Kingfton,  and  fometimes  on  the 
road  to  Ware,  and  that  there  was  alfo  one  Tyfon,  and  one 
Coltis  or  Colthoufe,  who  belonged  to  their  gang,  but  not  yet 
taken*  He  faid,  that  he  did  not  deflre  to  live,  for  he  could 
hardly  fetch  his  breath,  dnd  could  only  he  a  weak  and  un¬ 
healthy  man.  He  often  complained  that  Thomas  Phillips, 
alias  Crofs,  was  fo  obdurate  in  wickednefs,  that  he  not  Only 
refufed  to  join  with  them  in  prayers,  hut  would  beat  out  the 
candles,  and  rattle  his  irons,  whenever  they  prepared  to  per¬ 
form  their  duty. 

Spiggot  and  Phillips  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wcd- 
nefday,  February  8,  1720-1. 

Jofeph  Lindfsy ,  the  evidence,  was  a  clergyman,  and  had 
his  education  at  Cambridge.  He  was,  after  Spiggot  and 
Phillips  were  hanged,  tranfported  to  America,  where  he 
died. 


John  Thompson,  alias  Williams,  for  Felony,  AprM 

1721, 

1GHN  THOMPSON,  alias  Williams ,  was  indeed  on  a 
J  new  add,  for  receiving  twenty  guineas  for  helping  a  perfon 
to  his  filver  watch  and  chain,  a  filver  fnufF-box,  a  letter-cafe, 
and  one  guinea,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1720,  (which 
were  privately  (dolen  from  him  by  a  perfon  unknown) 
and  not  apprehending  and  profecuting  the  felon  who  (tol* 
them. 

By  this  add,  the  perfon  fo  offending  (hall  be  in  the  felonra 
place,  and  fuffer  punidbrnent  according  to  the  nature  of  the 

felony*- 
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felony.  It  is  the  fame  on  which  Jonathan  Wild  was  after¬ 
wards  tried. 

The  Profecutor.  About  the  middle  of  Iaft  July,  I  was 
at  a  houfe  in  White-Fryars  about  half  an  hour,  where,  be¬ 
ing  in  liquor,  I  fell  into  ill  company,  and  my  watch,  fnuff- 
box,  letter-cafe,  and  a  guinea  were  privately  taken  from  me. 
I  b  lieve  I  faw  the  prifoner  in  the  houfe  at  the  fame  time,  but 
1  cannot  be  pofitive.  The  next  morning  the  prifoaer,  having 
found  who  1  was  by  my  pocket-book,  came  to  me,  and  faid, 
he  perceived  I  had  been  in  ill  company  the  laft  night,  and  he 
believed  he  could  do  me  fome  fervice  in  helping  me  to  my 
goods  again,  but  demanded  thirty  guineas  for  his  trouble.  I 
told  him,  that  that  was  much  more  than  the  goods  were 
wort!).  At  laft  I  agreed  with  him  for  twenty  guineas,  which 
I  gave  him,  and  then  he  delivered  me  the  goods.  He  told  me, 
that  he  believed  I  loft  them  at  the  corner  of  the  Old -Bailey, 
for  he  faw  two  boys  bufy  about  me,  and  he  difturbed  them, 
but  did  fuppofe  that  they  afterwards  picked  my  pocket,  and 
that  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  take  up  fuch  idle  people.  Some¬ 
time  afterwards  he  came  to  me  again,  and  faid  he  had  met 
With  trouble  about  this  affair  ;  that  he  had  been  in  prifon, 
and  at  great  expences,  and  hoped  I  would  contribute  fome- 
thing  towards  defraying  his  charges.  I  offered  him  two 
guineas,  but  he  complaining  that  was  too  little,  I  gave  him 
five.  After  this  he  came  to  me  again,  and  told  me,  that 
Catherine  Lunn  had  fworn  a  baftard  child  to  me,  but  had  en- 
trufted  him  with  the  warrant,  and  th  it  himfelf  and  John 
Gale  would  be  fecurities  to  the  parifh,  if  I  would  give 
him  a  handfoine  fum,  whereupon  I  caufed  him  to  be  appre¬ 
hended. 

Prifoner .  I  did  not  know  of  the  a  cl  of  parliament  ;  I  did 
not  receive  the  money  of  the  profecutor,  he  gave  it  to  ano¬ 
ther  man,  and  I  had  but  four  guineas  of  it. 

Profecutor.  I  gave  twenty  guineas  to  the  prifoner  him¬ 
felf,  and  a  guinea  a-piece  to  two  men  who  came  with 
him. 

Court.  In  what  manner  had  you  got  your  goods  and  mo¬ 
ney  about  you  before  you  loft  them  ? 

Profecutor.  My  watch  was  in  my  fob,  my  letter  cafe  in 
one  waiftcoat-pocket,  my  fnuff-box  in  the  other,  and  the 
guinea  in  my  breeches-pocket,  and  I  am  fare  that  I  did  not 
fall  down  as  I  w~nt  home.  The  jury  found  the  prifoner 
guilty.  Death . 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  for  ftealing  two  half-guineas, 

1 .  D  the 
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the  money  of  John  Dennifon,  on  the  20th  of  February 

3  720-21. 

John  Dennifon.  As  I  was  going  through  White-Fryars,  I 
faw  the  beadle  and  a  woman  {Finding  together,  and  Teeming 
to  quarrel;  when  I  came  Higher,  the  beadle  went  away,  and 
the  woman  called  to  me,  pretending  to  know  me  ;  I  went  in, 
and  immediately  fhe  locked  and  bolted  the  door:  fome  women 
being  there  a  wafhrng,  they  afked  me  to  make  them  drink* 
which  I  did,  and  then  went  up  Fairs  with  Sarah  Thompfon, 
the  prifoner’s  wife,  who  picked  my  pocket  of  my  watch  and 
money  ;  but  told  me  that  I  fhould  have  my  watch  again,  if 
i  brought  a  guinea  to  pay  the  reckoning.  Whereupon  I  went 
and  borrowed  two  half-guineas  of  a  friend,  and  came  back 
to  redeem  my  watch,  and  then  I  faw  the  prifoner  there.  I 
held  the  money  clinking  jn  my  hand;  his  wife  bid  me  give 
the  half-guineas  to  him,  and  that  he  fhould  give  me  the 
watch  ;  but  J.  faid  I  would  fee  the  watch  iefore  I  parted  with 
the  money,  upon  which  he  fnatched  the  two  half-guineas  out 
of  my  hand,  and  fever al  times  fince  he  has  offered  to  make  it 
up  with  me. 

Mr.  Dentworth ,  the  conflable.  I  faw  the  piofecutor  in 
diftrefs,  with  one  foot  within  the  door,  and  the  other  with¬ 
out,  and  going  up  to  his  affiftance,  he  told  me  that  he  had 
been  robbed  of  his  watch  ;  but  the  woman  faid  he  had  not 
been  robbed,  but  had  left  it  for  a  guinea,  one  half-guinea  the 
reckoning  came  to,  and  the  other  half-guinea  was  for  flogging 
him.  However,  (he  went  and  fetched  the  watch  down,  and 
delivered  it  to  me. 

The  prifoner,  in  his  defence,  denied  that  he  fnatched  the 
money  out  of  the  profecutor’s  hand,  and  afferted,  that  he 
was  out  all  that  day,  until  ten  or  eleven  at  night,  and  called 
Richard  Sheppard,  and  Richard©  Sanders,  to  prove  that  he 
was  in  their  company,  at  the  Parrot  in  Green-Arbor-Courr, 
in  the  Old-Bailey,  and  in  Smithfleld,  all  that  time  ;  but, 
they  faultering  in  their  evidence,  the  jury  found  him  guilty. 
Death . 

John  Thompfon  was  born  in  a  village  in  the  hiflhoprick  of 
Durham,  where  his  parents  lived  for  fome  time  in  good  re¬ 
pute  ;  but  afterwards,  meeting  with  misfortunes,  they  went 
to  Ireland,  and  he  was  put  apprentice  to  an  upholfterer,  with 
whom  he  continued  five  or  fix  vears,  and  then  went  to  ferve 
Q  ueen  Anne  on  board  the  Mediterranean,  again  ft  France  arid 
Spain. 

He  was  at  the  liege  of  Barcelona,  and  at  the  taking  of 
Gibraltar.  When  he  had  continued  eight  years  in  the  fea- 
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Service,  he  returned  to  England,  and  having  all  his  pay  in  his 
pocket,  he  appointed  a  lewd  woman  to  meet  him  at  an  ale- 
houfe  in  Smithfield,  but  (he  not  coming,  he  Toon  after  met 
with  another  of  the  fame  character,  whom  he  liked  fo  well  as 
to  marry  her.  ,  The  match  being  confummated,  they  fet  up 
an  ale-houfe,  in  which  they  entertained  perfons  of  the  moft 
did'olute  lives  ;  but  it  was  not  long  before  his  yoke-fellow 
forfook  him,  and  he  was  forced  to  break  up  houfe-keeping. 
After  this  he  attempted  to  fet  up  his  own  trade,  but  finding 
no  encouragement,  he  entirely  dropped  that  defign,  and, 
meeting  with  his  wife  again,  they,  in  Thames-fireet,  took 
another  houfe,  for  the  entertainment  of  lewd  and  difhoneft 
company. 

They  were  foon  difcovered,  and  being  prefented  by  the 
common-council  of  that  ward,  he  was  fent  to  Newgate  ;  af¬ 
terwards  he  was  difcharged,  and  then  took  a  brandy-ihop  near 
Smithfield,  where  the  fame  fort  of  riots  and  diforders  were 
carried  on,  as  at  his  former  houfes. 

A  few  days  before  his  execution,  he  made  great  com¬ 
plaints  of  his  wife,  as  if  line  had  been  the  foie  occafion  of 
his  misfortunes.  He  faid,  that  even  Ihe  prevented  his  pre¬ 
paring  for  another  world,  by  her  coming  to  the  prifon 
and  exclaiming  againff  him,  and  declaring  that  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  God  would  overtake  him,  for  being  the  ruin  of 
iier  and  her  children,  and  keeping  company  with  another 
woman. 

When  he  found  himfelf  included  in  the  dead  warrant,  he 
faid  he  had  no  reafon  to  defire  life,  for  he  believed  that  no 
man  palled  his  time  in  fuch  a  turbulent  hurry,  without  having 
leifure  to  conllder  whether  he  was  running  to  happinefs  or 
cLeifrudiion  3  but  the  many  vicious  women  he  had  converfed 
with,  the  riotous  houfes  he  had  kept,  the  intrigues  he  had 
purfued  to  injure  honed:  people,  and  the  clamorous  mirth 
which  followed  their  fuccefs,  were  fo  far  from  affording  that 
happinefs  which  he  expecfed  from  them,  that  he  found  they 
were  y cry  painful,  and  gave  him  great  uneafinefs  ;  for  they 
were  frequently  alarmed,  many  times  fuddenly  furprifed, 
he  was  always  in  terro**,  and  under  apprehenfions  of  danger, 
and  generally  one  or  other  of  their  company  was  in  trou¬ 
ble. 

He  lamented  grievoufly,  that  all  his  friends  had  now 
forfaken  him  in  his  diftrefs,  and  that  though  he  lately  had 
fuch  a  numerous  acquuintance,  he  knew  not  that  he  had  one 
left  who  would  procure  a  coffin  for  him,  or  take  any  care 
that  he  fhould  be  buried. 

D  2  He 
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He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday  May  the  i2tfe, 
1721. 


WILLIAM  BARTON,  for  a  Robbery,  April, 

1721. 

II  7  I  LLI  AM  BARTON,  of  St.  Panels,  was, 
VV  indided  for  afTaulting  John,  lord  vifeount  Lifburn, 
on  the  high-way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  fr©m 
him  a  lilver  hiked  fword,  value  61.  and  12s,  in  money, 
February  20,  1721. 

Profecutor .  On  the  20th  of  February,  in  the  night,  as 
I  was  coming  in  my  chariot  from  Hampftead,  I  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  two  footpads.  My  man  told  me  there  were  three, 
but  I  faw  but  two.  They  took  my  fword,  and  what  frlver 
I  had  left  out  of  a  guinea,  which  I  had  changed  at  Hamp- 
flead,  1  believe  there  might  be  about  X2S.  but  I  cannot  be 
pofitive  to  the  fum  :  they  took  a  fnufF-box  from  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  was  in  the  chariot  with  me. 

"James  Reading.  The  prifoner  and  I,  and  one  Dickenfon, 
committed  this  robbery,  I  flopped  the  coach,  my  lord  ruii 
his  cane  at  my  face,  but  I  clapped  a  piftol  to  his  breait,  and 
threatened  to  fhoot  him  if  he  made  any  farther  refinance. 
Then  vve  took  his  fword,  and  12s.  from  him,  and  a  fnufF-box 
from  the  lady.  My  lord  prayed  us  not  to  take  her  wedding- 
ring,  nor  to  ufe  her  ill,  becaufe  {he  was  with  child,  and  I 
promifed  him  we  would  not.  We  fold  the  fnufF-box  for  9s. 
and  the  hilt  of  the  fword  for  35s. 

Court .  Are  you  fure  the  prifoner  is  the  man  ? 

Reading.  Yes,  I  know  him  very  well,  he  was  tranfported 
about  fix  years  ago,  and  is  lately  returned. 

Prifoner.  I  was  out  of  England  at  the  time  the  robbery 
was  committed. 

Court.  Can  you  prove  that  ? 

Prifoner.  The  captain  I  was  then  with  is  now  gone  to  the 
Baltic,  and  my  other  evidences  are  in  the  country.  Reading 
has  charged  others  with  this  robbery.  He  took  up  John 
Grimes,  and  let  him  go  again,  and  then  he  took  up  James 
Shaw,  and  had  ten  guineas  for  difeharging  him. 

John  Grimes.  I  went  to  fee  Reading  in  New-Prifon,  and 
he  charged  me  with  fiealing  a  filv^r  hiked  fword,  and  after¬ 
wards  cleared  me. 

Court.  What  do  you  fay  to  that  Reading? 

Reading , 
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Reading .  Grimes  was  juft  run  away  from  his  matter,  and 
came  to  me  and  fome  others  in  New-Prifon,  and  was  defirous 
to  enter  into  our  gang.  Upon  which  I  had  him  fecured  for 
that  night,  and  the  next  day  I  acquainted  the  juttice  with  the 
whole  matter  ;  and  be  told  Grimes  that  I  was  the  beft  friend 
he  had,  by  preventing  his  ruin.  And,  as  to  Shaw,  I  did 
give  an  information  againft  him,  but  the  conftable  by  mittake 
took  up  another  Shaw,  and  then  fent  for  me.  But  I  know¬ 
ing  him  not  to  be  the  right  perfon,  they  let  him  go  again  with¬ 
out  anv  reward. 

J 

Mr.  Robinfon,  the  conftable,  confirmed  what  Reading 
fwore  in  relation  to  Shaw.  And  the  jury  found  the  prifoner 
guilty.  Death. 

William  Barton  was  born  in  Thames-ftreet,  near  the 
Cuftom-houfe.  Before  he  was  ten  years  old,  his  fafher,  who 
was  naturally  of  a  roving  difpotttion.  packed  up  his  efFecls, 
arid  fhipped  himfelf  for  Jamaica,  with  a  woman  he  was  very 
fond  of,  leaving  his  wife  to  provide  for  herfelf  and  her  chil¬ 
dren,  as  well  as  file  could. 

Young  Barton  upon  this  was  foon  taken  into  the  care  of 
his  grandfather,  who  kept  an  eating-houfe  by  Covent  garden. 
He  continued  there  about  two  years,  and  then  (having  like 
his  father  a  ttrong  inclination  to  rambling)  he  went  to  fea. 
His  firtt  vcyage  was  to  Jamaica,  where  he  expecled  to  find 
his  father,  but  foon  heard  that  he  was  lately  dead,  and  had 
left  his  effedb  to  the  woman  he  cohabited  with. 

Upon  this,  he  entered  in  a  Jamaica  ttoop,  and  after  feve- 
ralfhort  voyages,  the  veil'd  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  and  he 
with  other  Englishmen  was  carried  prifoner  into  Spain,  where 
they  met  with  very  ill  ufage  for  fome  time,  and  were  allowed 
nothing  to  live  on  but  bread  and  water :  but  after  a  while, 
their  treatment  was  fornething  better.  At  latt  their  keeper 
employed  them  to  repair  an  old  wall  belonging  to  the  prifon, 
when  finding  their  pattage  clear,  they  made  the  bett  of  their 
way  to  a  neighbouring  convent ;  the  friars  infilled  on  the 
privileges  of  their  houfe,  that  u  was  a  fancluary  fer  the  dif- 
trefled,  and  therefore  thofe  who  had  fled  thither  for  pro¬ 
tection  fhould  not  be  delivered  up. 

He  and  his  companions  were  employed  here  as  menial  fer- 
vants,  and,  though  they  were  informed  the  religious  order  in¬ 
tended  to  give  them  their  liberty,  they  w  re  not  willing  to 
wait  their  time  for  it,  but,  tak.ng  the  firtt  opportunity,  they 
made  their  efcape  thence,  to  a  fmall  vdlel  that  was  juft  ready 
to  fail  for  England. 


After 
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After  this  he  enlified  himfelf  for  a  foldier  in  Queen  Ann?$ 
wars  in  Flanders.  lie  was  at  the  fiege  of  Douay,  and  of 
other  towns  on  the  borders  of  France  :  having  been  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  the  fervice,  he  was  difbanded,  and  returned 
once  more  to  England*- 

Here  he  married  before  he  knew  how  to  maintain  him- 
fplf,  and  much  lefs  a  wife  and  children.  But  he  did  not  heli- 
tate  long  before  he  concluded,  that  thieving  was  the  moft 
eligible  way  that  could  he  taken  by  a  man  in  his  circumftances; 
and,  this  courfe  being  refolved  on,  he  at  hr  ft  fet  out  by  hi  li¬ 
fe  If,  but  had  not  gone  far  before  he  fell  into  the  company  of 
others  who  were  travelling  the  fame  road,  and  with  them  he 
went  upon  feveral  adventures,  till,  thinking  himfelf  in  the 
high-way  to  the  gallows,  he  turned  back,  and,  not  know¬ 
ing  how  to  live  honeflly  on  fliore,  he  went  once  again  to 
fea. 

But  being,  it  feems,  extremely  fond  of  his  wife,  he  could 
not  bear  to  live  without  her.  He  continually  fancied  he 
law  her  and  his  child  reduced  to  the  utmoft  neceffity,  ready 
to  frarve,  crying  for  bread,  and  upbraiding  him  for  his  ab¬ 
ler,  ce  and  negledf  ;  fo  that  his  affe&ion  forced  him  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  native  country,  though  he  knew  it  would  be  his 
ruin. 

He  found  out  his  wife,  and,  like  an  indulgent  hufband, 
refolved  to  maintain  her  at  all  hazards.  For  this  purpofe  he 
committed  feveral  felonies,  and  particularly  one  in  Covent- 
Garden,  for  which  he  was  tried,  and,  being  convi&ed,  was 
tranfported  to  America  for  feven  years.  He  was  fold  there 
for  1 8k  he  was  not  however  u fed  as  a  Have,  but  employed  to 
over-look  the  negroes,  and  to  la£h  them  when  they  negkdted 
their  work. 

Here  he  had  no  care  to  take  fof  himfelf,  he  endure:!  no 
bardfhips,  but  every  thing  neceiTary  was  provided  for  him, 
and  this  he  thought  the  happieft  part  of  his  life  ;  but  yet  at 
fix  years  end,  he  grew  fo  uncafy  for  want  of  his  wife’s  com¬ 
pany,  that  he  ran  away  from  his  mailer,  and  returned  a 
fourth  time  to  England,  in  July  lad: ,  where  he  followed  his 
former  courfe  of  life,  until  he  was  taken  on  Reading’s  in¬ 
formation. 

When  the  dead-warrant  came  down  for  his  execution,  he 
feemed  to  be  under  a  more  than  ordinary  concern,  which 
arofe,  he  fa  id,  from  an  earned:  defire  he  had  to  fee  his  mo¬ 
ther  before  he  died,  cr  at  Icaft  to  know  whether  file  was  li¬ 
ving  or  not. 
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For,  after  his  father  died  in  Jamaica,  his  mother,  he  faid, 
let  lodgings  in  St.  James’s-ftreet,  and,  having  the  Earl  of 
Glafgow  in  her  houfe,  (he  married  one  of  his  dependants, 
Whorri  the  Earl  afterwards  preferred  to  a  place  in  Scotland 
of  200I.  a  year.  She  went  to  Scotland  with  her  hufband, 
who  died  fome  time  ago,  as  he  was  informed  ;  but  he  had  not 
heard  any  thing  of  his  mother  for  a  long  time. 

Hefaid,  however,  it  was  a  great  fatisfadfion  to  him,  that 
his  child  would  be  provided  for  by  a  relation,  and  that  his  wife, 
who  never  knew  of  one  of  his  ill  actions,  would  retire  into  the 
country,  where  if  fhe  lived  honeftly,  God  would  blefs  her. 

How  his  wife  could  be  entirely  ignorant  of  his  pradiices, 
when  he  had  no  vifible"  method  of  living  honeftly,  but  follow- 
ed  a  continual  courfe  of  rapine  and  plunder,  and  had  been 
tranfportcd  for  an  offence  of  that  kind,  is  a  little  extraordinary* 
But  fuch  a  proteftation,  made  with  his  dying  breath,  is  ano¬ 
ther  unaccountable  inftance  of  his  conjugal  affection.  Sure 
it  was  the  predominant  paflion  of  his  foul ! 

Reappeared  very  devout,  fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  reading 
and  praying;  and  the  evening  before  he  died,  he  declared  he 
was  very  eafy  in  his  mind,  had  taken  ofFhis  thoughts  from  this 
world,  and  was  very  ready  to  fuffer  the  fentence  of  the  law  5 
for  he  hoped  he  had  made  his  peace- 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  with  John  Thompfon,  on 
Friday,  May  12,  1721. 

It  appears  probable,  that  Barton,  however  guilty  of  othe* 
robberies,  was  innocent  of  this;  for  James  Reading  fwore, 
that  this  robbery  was  committed  by  three  perfbns,  which 
were  himfelf,  the  prifoner,  and - Dickenfon. 

But  James  Shaw,  being  afterwards  under  fentence  of  death, 
declared  foiemnly  (as  will  be  (hewn  hereafter)  that  nothing 
ever  gave  him  Fo  much  concern,  as  the  death  of  William  Bar¬ 
ton,  who  (fays  he)  “  was  executed  for  robbing  lord  Lifburn, 
when  I  ought  to  have  died  for  it  ;  for  it  was  I  that  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  that  robbery.” 

And  again,  Reading  owns,  that  he  did  inform  sgainft: 
Shaw,  but  the  con  (fable  miftaking  the  man,  or  rather,  Read¬ 
ing  pretending  it  was  the  wrong  man,  the  charge  was  after¬ 
wards  fixed  on  Barton. 

Then  as  there  is  no  pretence  that  any  more  than  three  were 
concerned  in  this  robbery,  and  if  Shaw  was  one  of  them,  and, 
Reading  and  Dickenfon  were  the  other  two,  it  follows,  that 
Barton  mult  be  innocent. 


And 
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And  though  itcould  be  proved*  that  Dickenfcn  was  not  one 
of  the  three,  yet  even  that  would  not  fix  the  crime  upon  Bar¬ 
ton,  but  only  fhew,  that  Reading  forfwore  himfelf ;  and,  if 
he  fwore  falfly  again#  one  taan,  hi3  oath  can  be  of  no  validi¬ 
ty  again#  another. 

Again,  Reading  himfelf  does  not  pretend  that  Shaw  #as  not 
bue  of  the  three,  but  only  that  the  man  whom  the  conftabfe 
apprehended,  was  not  the  fame  Shaw,  again#  whom  hehad 
given  his  information  upon  oath  ;  and  if  that  fame  Shaw 
was  not  in  the  robbery,  then  Reading  is  forfwdrn  in  that 
particular  too  5  and  to  this  we  may  add,  that  no  reafon  can 
be  given,  why  Shaw  (hbuld  at  the  point  of  death  accufe  him- 
felf  of  a  crime  he  was  innocent  of. 

And  yet  farther,  if  it  could  be  made  appear,  that  four  meti 
Were  concerned  in  this  fa£f,  yet  ftiil  Reading  muff  be  perjured 
by  concealing  one  of  them,  becaufe  his  oath  was  to  fpeak  the 
whole  truth  * 

So  that,  take  it  which  wav  WTe  will,  no  credit  can  be  given 
to  his  evidence,  and  there  was  no  other  evidence  again#  Barton, 

How  dangerous  then  mud  it  be  for  a  jury  to  convidb  a  man 
upjn  the  fmgie  evidence  of  one,  who,  by  owning  himfelf  to 
be  an  accomplice,  owns  himldf  to  be  a  villain,  and  whole 
chief  motive,  in  accufing  another,  muff  be  to  fave  himfelf! 


BARBARA  SPENCER,  ALICE  HALL,  and 
ELIZABETH  BRAY,  for  Coining,  May  1721. 


“O  ARBARA  SPENCER,  alias  Dawling,  Alice 
|  |  Hall,  alias  Complin,  and  Elizabeth  Bray,  were  indieied 
for  highrtreafon,  in  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  this 
kingdom,  on  the  1  yth  of  April,  1721. 

Elizabeth  Miles.  On  Wednefday  the  rath  of  April,  Spencer 
and  I  went  to  Hall’s  lodgings,  (he  was  not  at  home,  but  I 
found  Bray  there,  and  ihe  made  us  both  fuddled,  and  then  per- 
fuaded  us  to  lie  down  on  the  bed,  and  not  go  away  till  (he 
(•who  was  going  out)  returned;  fo  we  laid  down  and  fella  fleep, 
and  in  a  little  time  file  returned  back  and  awaked  us  ;  &nd  a- 
bout  noon  Alice  Hall  and  another  woman  came  home.  We 

*  In  a  recent  affair,  Margaret  Caroline  Rudd,  after  having  been  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown,  againft  Robert  and  Dank!  Perreau,  for  forgery* 
in  which  fhe  acknowledged  herfeif  an  accomplice,  was  indidted  and  tned  toe 
forgery,  becaufe  fac  did  not  fpeak  the  whole  truth, 

Raid 
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ffaid  there  all  night,  and  next  morning  we  all  went  together 
and  drank  at  a  brandy-fhop,  in  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  where  Spen¬ 
cer  called  Hall  afide,  and  told  her,  that  The  had  no  more  bad 
money;  to  which  Hall  replied,  you  may  go  home  to  your 
room,  and  make  feme  ;  and  if  you  have  any  occafion  forme,  I 
will  meet  you  at  the  Bell  and  Horfe-fiioe,  in  this  ftrtret,  at  two 
in  the  afternoon.  We  met  accordingly,  and  Hall  brought  the 
metal  with  her  ;  and  after  we  had  drank  two  or  thr  e  pints  of 
beer  and  ale,  fhe  bade  Spenc  r,  Bray  and  myfelf,  go  to  her 
room,  and  make  a  fire,  and  fire  would  be  with  us  as  foon  as  it 
was  lighted.  In  the  way,  as  we  were  going  to  her  room, 
Bray  went  into  a  {hop,  and  bought  the  materials  to  make  the 
moulds.  Hall  came  as  foon  as  the  fire  was  made,  (he  locked 
the  door,  melted  and  refined  the  metal,  while  Spencer  and 
Bray  made  the  molds  ;  which  being  done,  Soencer  caff  forty 
counterfeit  {hillings,  and  gave  half  a  crown  a~piece  to  Bray 
and  Hall  for  their  trouble. 

Then  fhe  gave  me  the  flafks  or  moulds,  w  ith  3  fi i  filing  in 

o  J  o 

them,  to  carry  off,  for  fear  file  ihould  be  taken  up  her- 
felf,  as  being  fufpedted  for  a  perfon  that  dealt  that  way  ;  44  For 
(fays  fhe,)  if  they  were  found  in  the  houfe,  it  would  be  enough 
to  take  twenty  people’s  lives. 55  The  ladle  and  file  (lie  left  in 
a  cupboard  over  the  door,  in  Hall’s  room;  for  fhe  {aid,  they 
could  not  make  any  thing  of  them,  if  they  found  them.  She 
kept  five  of  the  forty  (hillings  then  made,  arid  gave  me  the 
reft  wrapt  up  in  a  paper. 

Jndrew  f'Fild.  I  being  in  Fleet-ffreet,  with  Mr,  Fenton 
and  Mr,  Nichols,  faw  Spencer  and  Miles,  who,  as  I  have 
heard,  put  off  bad  money  for  Spencer  :  I  told  my  two  friends, 
that  thefe  women  were  concerned  in  coining.  We  carried 
them  to  a  tavern,  and  in  fearching  found  twenty-eight  coun¬ 
terfeit  {hillings,  and  the  moulds  with  a  (hilling  in  them  upon 
Miles,  but  nothing  oil  Spencer  ;  the  money  was  wrapt  in  a 
paper,  and  the  moulds  in  a  piece  of  leather  and  a  handkerchief* 
When  I  took  the  molds  from  her,  and  laid  them  on  the 
table,  as  they  were  wrapt  up,  not  knowing  what  they  were, 
Spencer  fnatched  them  up,  and  faid,  44  You  bitch,  are  you 
going  to  hang  us  both  and  we  ftruggled  a  good  while,  be¬ 
fore  we  could  get  them  from  her;  after  which  fhe  called  me 
out,  and  offered  me  thirty  pounds  to  let  her  go. 

Mr.  Fenton  and  Mr.  Nichols  depofed  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
and  added,  that  Spencer  likewife  ofiered  them  thirty  pounds  a* 
piece  to  let  her  efcape. 

Mr.  Plumruige.  When  Spencer  was  taken,  fhe  faid  fhe  was 
a  dead  woman*  The  twenty-eight  {hillings  and  the  moulds 

x«  E  with 
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with  a  (hilling  in  them,  were  fealed  up  before  ajufiice.  I 
have  had  then)  in  my  keeping  ever  fmce,  and  thefe  which  are 
now  produced  in  court  are  the  very  fame. 

Robert  Bridgman.  Hall  and  Bray  were  my  lodgers.  The 
day  they  were  apprehended,  I  found  a  ladle  and  Hie  in  the  cup¬ 
board  ov.r  the  door  in  their  room. 

hive  counterfeit  (hillings,  which  had  been  kept  by  th°m- 
felves,  being  fhevvn  to  Mr.  Piumridge,  he  made  oath,  that 
he  had  them  of  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Mr.  Pinkney  depofed,  that  he  had  them  from  Miles,  and 
delivered  them  to  Mr.  Piumridge. 

Miles,  being  called  up  again,  fwore,  that  fhe  had  them 
from  Spencer  in  prifon,  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Mrs,  Bunn  gave  evidence,  that  (he  faw  Spencer  take  five 
(hillings  out  of  her  bofom  in  the  prifon-yard,  and  give  them 
to  Miles,  and  that  (he  perceived  them  to  be  counterfeit. 

All  the  prifoners  in  their  defence  denied  the  fa«5t,  and  Spen¬ 
cer  and  Hall  called  lome  to  their  reputation.  The  jury  acquit¬ 
ted  Hall  and  Bray,  and  found  Barbara  Spencer  guilty  of  the 
indictment,  for  which  (he  received  fentence  to  be  burnt  at  a 
(take.  She  pleaded  her  belly,  but  the  jury  of  matrons  found 
her  not  quick  with  child. 

Barbara  Spencer,  by  her  own  account,  was  born  in  the 
parifii  of  St.  Giles’s  without  Cripplegate.  She  was  naturally 
of  a  violent  temper,  and  her  mother  was  too  indulgent  to  curb 
her  as  (he  ought  to  have  done.  To  this  vicious  fondnefs  it 
was  that  the  daughter  imputed  all  her  misfortunes.  When 
her  mother  found  (he  grew  too  headftrong  to  be  managed  any 
longer  at  home,  (he  put  her  out  an  apprentice  to  amantua~ma~ 
ker.  Her  mifirefs,  having  known  her  from  an  infant,  was 
little  lefs  indulgent  to  her  than  her  mother  had  been.  The 
girl  had  ferved  two  years,  when,  upon  a  rough  word  from  her 
mifirefs,  (he  ran  home  again  to  her  mother,  and  gave  her  a 
long  account  of  the  cruel  ufage  (he  had,  met  with.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  who  then  kept  a  brandy  (hop,  taking  her  child  's  part, 
would  not  let  her  go  back  to  her  old  mifirefs,  and  thinking  be¬ 
nd  es,  that  fhe  might  be  of  fervice  to  her  in  the  (hop,  refolved 
to  keep  her  at  home.  In  a  little  time  (he  acquainted  her  mo¬ 
ther,  that  (lie  would  live  no  longer  with  her,  except  (he  kept 
a  maid,  and  a  maid  was  hired  accordingly  ;  but  they  two  hap¬ 
pening  to  quarrel,  and  the  mother  interpofmg,  the  daughter 
refented  it,  and  left  her  again.  The  old  woman  then  took  an 
alehoufe  in  Cripplegate  parifh,  where  (he  had  not  been  long 
before  her  daughter  came  to  her  a  fecond  time  ;  but  in  a  little 
time  after  this,  the  makfa&ors  being  to  be  hanged  at  Ty¬ 
burn, 
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barn,  Barbara  would  needs  go  and  fee  the  execution.  Her 
mother,  endeavouring  to  prevent  her,  ftruok  her,  upon  which 
fhe  left  the  houic,  and  meeting  with  an  acquaintance,  they 
went  to  Tyburn  together,  and  from  thence  to  a  houfe  by  St. 
Giles’s-Pound,  where,  complaining  of  her  mother’s  ufage, 
and  vowing  never  to  return  home,  file  was  encouraged  in  that 
rcfolution  by  the  company,  who  gave  her  hopes  of  living  much 
more  to  her  fatisfadtion,  if  fhe  would  but  come  into  their 
meafures.  She  quickly  complied,  and  they  let  her  into  fome 
of  their  fecrets  in  coining.  Her  firfb  employment  was  to  ut¬ 
ter  their  counterfeit  money,  ior  which  fhe  was  apprehended, 
fent  to  Newgate,  convidfed,  and  fined.  In  Newgat$  fhe  be¬ 
gan  her  acquaintance  with  Miles,  who  paid  fomething  for 
her  when  fhe  was  difeharged,  but  who  afterwards  proved  ^n 
evidence  againft  her. 

While  flie  lay  under  condemnation,  and  before  the  dead 
warrant  came  down,  fhe  was  very  outrageous  and  turbulent 
in  her  behaviour,  and  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  think  of  death, 
and  much  lefs  of  being  burnt.  Nor  was  fhe  to  be  convinced 
by  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  that  (lie  had  been  guilty  of  any 
crime  in  coining.  She  even  boafted,  that  fhe  had  never  been 
a  thief,  and  that  fhe  had  been  but  twice  in  Newgate,  and  no 
more  than  once  in  the  Compter. 

But,  when  her  hopes  of  life  were  entirely  vanifhed,  her  for¬ 
mer  fpirit  was  quite  funk.  She  faid,  indeed,  that  fhe  was  not 
covetous  of  life,  but  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  burning. 

She  added,  that  her  mother,  who  was  lately  executed  (but 
for  what  crime  I  know  not)  fuffered  unjuflly,  and  fhe  little 
thought  it  would  be  her  fate  to  follow  her  fofoon,  in  a  no  lefs 
ignominious  manner.  She  expreffed  however  fome  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  her  hufband  was  dead,  who  once  lived  in  credit, 
and  was  a  butcher  by  trade. 

When  fhe  flood  at  the  flake  fhe  appeared  to  have  lefs  fear 
of  death,  tnan  on  the  preceding  day.  She  was  very  defirous 
of  praying,  and  complained  of  the  dirt  and  flones  thrown  by 
the  mob  behind  her,  which  prevented  her  thinking  fedately  on 
futurity.  One  time  fhe  was  beat  quite  down  by  them. 

She  declared,  that  fhe  had  been  taught  to  coin  by  a  man 
and  woman,  who  had  now  left  it  off,  and  lived  reputably, 
though,  when  they  firft  began  that  trade,  they  were  in  very 
poor  circumflances ;  but  fhe  would  not  discover  who  they 
were,  it  being,  in  her  opinion,  a  pity  that  a  family  fhould 
be  ruined,  who  had  given  over  that  pra&ice,  and  fo  many 
hundreds  live  fecure  in  London,  who  {fill  continued  the  fame  ; 
and  added,  that,  though  (he  faw  the  faggots  lie  ready  to  burn 
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her,  (he  would  never  take  away  the  lire  of  another,  by  making 
herfelf  an.  evidence,  even  if  a  magistrate  was  to  come  in  per- 
fon,  and  offer  her  a  pardon  w  do  it.;  and  therefore  foe  found 
it  very  difficult  to  forgive  Miles,  her  old  companion  and  ac-. 
cufcr.  But  however,  juft  before  the  fire  was  kindled,  me 
laid  foe  forgave  not  only  her,  but  all  the  world,  and  died  is 
perfedft  charity  ;  that  fne  fullered  juflly,  and  hoped  others  would 
take  warning  by  her  unhappy  exit. 

She  was  burnt  at  Tyburn,  July  5,  1721. 
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f'K THEW  CLARK,  of  Wilfden,  was  indited 
.1.  for  the  murder  of  Sarah  Goldington,  by  giving  her 
with  a  knife  one  mortal  wound  in  the  throat,  of  the  length  of 
five  inches,  and  depth  of  one  inch,  on  the  2.7th  of  May* 
1-72 1,  of  which  {hi  tnftantly  died.  To  this  incUdbnent  he 
pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fentenced  to  die,  and  afterwards  to 
he  hanged  in  chains. 


He  was  born  at  St-  Alban’s ;  his  parents  being  poor,  he  had 
no  other  learning  bellowed  upon  him,  than  being  taught  to 
read  indifferently.  H  was  brought  up  to  the  plough  and  cart;, 
but  having  anile  and  vicious  difpofition,  he  Toon  grew  wea¬ 
ry  of  that  laborious  way  of  life.  For  a  con  ft  der  able  time  he 
fkulked  about  Bufoy-heatb,  near  Watford,  with  deftgn  to  fet 
upon  fome  pafiengers  there,  among  whom  he  robbed,  one  man 
of  forty -five-  fhijlings  and  afterwards  treated  him  very  cruelly. 

What  be  got  by  fuch  means  he  fqyandered  away  carelefly; 
for,  being  much  in  the  gcoTgraces  of  feverai  young  women 
thereabouts,  he  (pent  moil  of  his  money  upon  them.  Anncng 
the  reft,  there  was  one  for  whom  he  pretended,  to  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  kindnefs,  and  frequently  ufed  to  go  to  Watford,  to 
be  merry  with  her,  till  at  laft  he  gained  her  ccnfent  to  be 
married,  and  accordingly  corning  with  her  to  London,  they 
went  to  a  golclfmith’s  (hop  to  buy  a  ring ;  but  he,  not  having 
money  enough  to  pay  for  it,  left  her,  pretending  that  a  legacy 
of  fifteen  pounds  was  bequeathed  him  in  the  country,  and 
that  he  would  go  and  receive  it,  in  order  to  defray  all  the  charges 
of  matrimony.  From  London  he  went  to  Wilfden-Green, 
where  he  had  feme  time  lived  ;  he  lurked  about  there  for  two 
or  three  days,  intending  to,  rob  till  he  had  got  fifteen  pounds; 
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but  being  alone,  and  of  a  cowardly  nature,  though  he  often 
made  a  resolution  of  attacking  the  next  perfon  that  palled, 

vet  his  heart  ftiil  failed  him,  when  he  came  to  the  pinch. - - 

Here  it  was  that  he  met  the  mafter  of  the  ale-houfe,  where 
he  afterwards  committed  the  murder  ;  who  afking  him  why 
he  loitered  there  in  hay  time,  offered  him  work,  and  at  laR 
hired  him  for  a  fervant  ;  but  inftead  of  going  to  work,  be  be¬ 
gan  to  confider,  that  as  it  was  hay-time,  moll  of  the  people 
would  be  from  home,  and  particularly  his  new  mailer,  and  fo 
went  to  his  houfe,  and  called  for  beer,  which  was  brought 
him  by  the  maid,  to  whom,  among  others,  he  had  formerly 
pretended  love.  He  fat  with  her  about  an  hour,  renewed  his 
former  pretenftons,  and  talking  of  the  many  merry  meetings 
and  frolicks  they  had  had  together,  until  being  allured  that  there 
was  nobody  in  the  houfe  but  themfelves,  the  Devil,  as  he 
fancied,  put  it  into  his  head,  that  he  could  not  poffibly  rob 
the*  houfe  with  fafety,  until  the  maid  was  difpatched.  Upon 
which,  he  concealed  a  knife  under  his  coat,  and  rifing  up  to 
Icifs  her,  intended  to  cut  her  throat,  but  his  heart  mifgiving 
him,  he  fat  down  again,  without  executing  his  inhuman  pur- 
pofe.  However,  a- while  afterwards,  he  went  and  killed  her 
again,  and  at  the  fame  time,  fuddenly  drawing  the  knife  from 
under  his  coat,  he  cut  her  windpipe,  and  went  from  her,  but 
the  knife  being  very  dull,  his  defign  was  not  inftantly  efFe&ed, 
She  made  a  noife  in  the  throat,  as  if  (he  called  him,  and 
made  fhift  to  fcrabble  to  the  door  ;  he,  perceiving  that  fhe 
was  not  dead,  returned,  and  mod  barbaroufly  cut  her  neck 
round  to  the  bone.  This  execrable  action  being  perpetrated, 
he  robbed  the  houfe  of  a  little  filver,  but  was  too  much 
{hacked  with  the  reflection  of  what  he  had  done,  to  fearch  for 
more.  _ 

He  then  went  for  London  again,  with  the  little  money  he 
had  get;  but  coming  within  fight  of  Tyburn,  he  was  feized 
with  fuch  a  horror  and  trembling,  that  he  had  not  power  to, 
pafs  by  it.  Going  back,  he  met  a  waggoner,  and,  the  better 
to  avoid  fufpicion,  he  undertook  to  drive  the  waggon  to  London* 
Soon  after  thepurfuerscame  up,  and  afked  him,  if  he  had  feen  any 
tne  pafs  by,  who  might  be  fufpe&ed  of  murder  ;  upon  which 
appearing  in  a  confufion,  they  examined  him  farther,  and  per¬ 
ceived  the  fleeve  of  his  flair t  to  be  bloody  :  they  enquired  how 
it  happened,  and  he  affirmed  at  firfl:  that  he  had  met  a  foldier 
who  abufed  him,  and  that  thereupon  they  fell  to  fighting  ;  but 
at  laft  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  preffing  hard  upon  him,  he 
confeffed  the  truth* 
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While  he  lay  in  the  condemned-bold,  he  was,  as  he  often 
laid,  under  the  greateff  horror  of  mind,  and  never  flept  with¬ 
out  the  moff  terrifying  dreams  imaginable.  He  fometimes 
cried  out  with  the  utmoff  agony,  can  there  be  any  mercy 

for  me  ! - How  fhall  i  meet  the  poor  murdered  creature 

at  the  laff  day  ! 

At  the  place  of  execution,  he  faid,  he  had  no  ill-will,  but 
ibme  love  to  the  maid  he  killed ;  that  nobody  was  with  him 
when  he  robbed  the  man  on  Bufhy- heath  ;  that  he  intended  to 
leave  the  young  woman  he  was  about  to  marry,  but  not  to  fell 
tier  to  America,  as  was  reported. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age,  oil 
Friday,  July  28,  17.21* 


MARY  ROBERT S,  SUSANNA  M I LL E R,  &c.  for 
privately  Stealing,  July,  1728. 

Jl/TdRYROBERTS ,  Sufanna  Miller,  and  Elizabeth 
Marfh,  of  St.  Giles’s,  in  the  Fields,  were  indicted,  for 
that  they,  with  Katherine  Speed,  (not yet  taken)  did  private¬ 
ly  Real  a  bag  with  twenty-five  guineas,  one  broad  piece,  and 
five  {hillings,  from  the  perfon  of  Daniel  Price,  on  the  9th  of 
May,  1721. 

Daniel  Price.  As  I  was  going  up  Holborn,  by  the  end  of 
Drury-lane,  two  women  picked  me  up,  and  carried  me  to  a 
houfe  in  Newtonei  Vlane.  1  had  my  money  when  I  went  in, 
I  flaid  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  miffed  it  before  I  came 
out. 

Sarah  Gray.  Kate  Speed  and  I  picked  up  the  profecutor, 
and  took  him  to  the  houfe  of  Mary  Roberts.  As  foon  as  we 
came  in,  Betty  Marfh,  who  was  Roberts’s  maid,  brought  up 
a  quartern  of  all-fours,  which,  being  fliort  meafure,  would 
not  go  round.  When  this  was  drank,  Betty  Marfh.  went 
away,  and  Mary  Roberts  brought  up  a  fecond  quartern.  By 
this  time  the  profecutor  had  got  his  hand  under  Katherine 
Speed’s  petticoats,  which  Roberts  perceiving,  bade  me  go 
and  fink  him,  that  is,  pick  his  pocket.  1  tried  at  it,  but  his 
breeches  were  foffiff  that  I  could  not  do  it. 

Now,  you  muff  know,  it  was  our  cuffom,  that  when  any 
of  us  had  picked  a  man’s  pocket,  Mrs.  Roberts,  our  landla¬ 
dy,  was  to  have  5  s.  in  the  pound,  or  3  d.  in  the  {billing,  of 
what  we  got  j  and  Hie  being  in  the  room,  and  finding  that  we 

could 
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could  not  get  his  money,  told  us,  that  fhe  would  undertake 
to  *get  it  herfelf ;  but  that,  if  fhe  fucceeded,  fhe  would  not 
take  up  with  5  s.  in  the  pound,  but  would  have  half  fnacks 
for  herfelf,  and  I  and  Kate  Speed  fhould  have  the  other  half 
betwixt  us.  We  having  agreed  to  this,  file  went  up  to  the 
profecutor.  They  had  not  been  long  together,  before  ’fhe  faid 
fhe  had  fpoke,  which  fignified  that  fhe  had  got  his  money. 
This  money  fhe  carried  to  an  alehoufe  hard  by,  and  debited 
the  woman  of  the  houfe  to  lay  it  up.  I  afterwards  went  to 
Roberts  for  my  ihare,  but  fhe  told  me,  that  file  could  not  give 
me  any,  hecaufe  file  had  given  thirteen  guineas  and  a  broad 
piece  to  Sufan  Miller,  to  go  and  make  the  matter  up, 

Elizabeth  Skinner,  Mary  Roberts  brought  twenty  guineas 
and  a  broad  piece  to  me,  and  defired  me  to  lay  them  up,  be- 
caufe  her  maid  was  drunk. 

Thomas  Woodward,  Miller  told  me,  fhe  would  help  me  to 
thirteen  guineas  and  a  broad  piece  to  make  it  up  ;  but  I  faw 
mo  money  that  fhe  had.  I  afterwards  took  Roberts  in  Charter- 
houfe-lane. 

Mr.  Robinfon  confirmed  the  evidence  of  Woodward,  and 
added,  that  Roberts  had  left  her  houfe,  and  moved  her 
goods;  and  that,  when  they  went  to  fearch  for  them,  the 
profecuter  faid,  that  Betty  Marfh  was  one  of  thofe  who 
jobbed  him. 

Alary  Roberts,  The  evidence  Gray  was  one  of  my  lodgers, 
and  faid,  that  file  would  hang  a  hundred  before  fhe  would  be 
hanged  herfelf.  The  profecutor  faid  in  the  round-houfe,  that 
it  was  not  I  that  picked  his  pocket,  but  the  little  bitch  below 
flairs,  and  he  would  fain  have  made  it  up  with  me. 

Jafper  Battle.  When  the  profecutor  was  in  the  round- 
houfe,  he  faid,  that  it  was  not  Roberts,  but  Gray,  who 
picked  his  pocket. 

The  profecutor,  being  called  up  again,  depofed,  that  Ro¬ 
berts  offered  him  feven  guineas  to  let  her  go,  which  he  re- 
fufed,  and  told  her  that  if  he  let  her  go,  he  mu  ft  let  them 
all  go  ;  he  added,  that  he  did  not  know  which  of  them  it  was 
that  picked  his  pocket. 

The  evidence  not  being  fufiicient  againft  Miller  and 
Marfti,  the  jury  acquitted  them,  but  found  Mary  Roberts 
guilty  of  the  indiciment,  and  fhe  received  fentence  of  death 

accordingly. 

t  judgment,  fhe  pleaded  her  belly,  and  a  jury  of  ma- 
tr  .  impannelled,  th  y  found  her  not  quick  with-child  ; 

bt  fhe  was,  afterwards  reprieved. 
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JOHN  WIGLEY,  of  Iflington,  was  indited  for  afTaulC 
ing  Symbol  Conyers  on  the  high-way*  putting  him  in 
fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  filver  watch,  a  pair  of  filver 
fpurs,  a  filk  handkerchief,  a  pen-kijife,  and  four  {billings,  on 
the  7th  of  Auguft. 

Symbol  Conyers .  On  the  yth  inftant,  about  nine  at  night, 
I  was  attacked  by  three  footpads,  within  qco  yards  of 
Iflington,  One  of  them  cried,  knock  him  down,  and  the 
other  two  held  pirfols  to  my  breaff,  and,  making  me  difmount, 
they  took  away  my  watch,  my  fpurs,  a  handkerchief,  a  pen¬ 
knife,  and  four  {hillings.  Hearing  afterwards  that  William 
Burridge  was  in  New-Prifon,  I  went  to  him,  and  he  defcribed 
to  me  the  manner  of  the  robbery,  and  what  things  were  taken 
from  me,  and  told  me,  that  one  Elizabeth  Thompfon  had  my 
fpurs, 

Jonathan  Wild.  William  Burridge  told  me,  that  himfklf, 
James  Shaw,  and  the  prifoner,  committed  this  fact*  and  took 
a  pair  of  fpurs  lined  with  fleel,  a  watch,  and  feme  money* 
Iknow  the  prifoner,  for  he  has  been  in  Newgate  before  now* 
and  I  know  that  he  and  Burridge  were  acquainted.  * 

William  Burridge .  The  prifoner,  I,  and  James  Shaw* 
robbed  Mf.  Conyers,  and  we  robbed  a  coach  at  the  lame 
time.  1  have  known  the  prifoner  three  years.  He  was  the 
firft  man  who  took  me  out  a  robbing. 

Court .  Mr.  Conyers,  I  think  you  fay  your  fpurs  were 
filver.  * 

Mr.  Conyers.  They  were  filver  lined  with  fleel. 

Court .  Did  you  fee  any  coach  attacked  ? 

Mr.  Conyers.  Yes  ;  the  fame  men  robbed  a  coach,  as  foon 
as  they  had  done  with  me, 

Prifoner.  This  is  a  malicious  profecution,  brought  agatn.lt 
me  by  Burridge,  becaufe  I  advifed  a  young  woman  he  courted, 
not  to  have.him,  and  I  can  prove  I  was  in  another  place  when 
this  Jobbery  was  done. 

Court.  Cali  your  witnefies. 

*  This  witnefs  is  the  celebrated  Jonathan  "Wild,  on  tvhofe  account  a  new 
aft  of  parliament  was  made,  which  brought  him  to  his  juftiy-mcrited  exit, 
at  Tyburn. 
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Alice  Hunt .  The  prifoner  is  my  brother.  Fie  came  to 
my  houfe  in  Popin’s-court,  in  Fleet-fireet,  on  the  yth  of  Au- 
gufh  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  ftaid  there  till  feven 
next  morning. 

Court .  How  came  he  to  flay  there  all  night  ? 

Alice  Hunt.  His  wife  and  he  were  at  variance  and  go¬ 
ing  to  part,  and  I  having  nobody  but  myfelf  and  children  at 
home,  and  he  being  to  go  to  work  at  Camberwell  next  day, 
I  afked  him  to  tarry  that  night,  and  told  him,  he  fhouid  not 
v/ant  for  any  thing  that  I  could  aliifi:  him  with. 

Court .  How  came  you  to  remember  the  day  of  the 
month  ? 

A.  Hunt.  Becaufe  the  fame  day  I  fet  down  eight  buihels  of 
malt  for  Captain  Bufby’s  maid  ;  for  when  the  captain  was  out 
of  town,  fhe  ufed  to  come  to  me,  to  fet  down  what  fhe  fold, 
becaufe  (lie  could  not  write  herfelf. 

Court.  Is  that  maid  here  ? 

A.  Hunt.  No  - — -But  here  is  the  accompt. 

Court.  This  is  an  almanack  ? 

A.  Hunt.  Yes  ;  but  there  is  a  crofs  againfi:  the  day  of  the 
month,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  leaf  there  is  writ  eight 
bufnels  of  malt. 

Court.  A  very  odd  way  of  keeping  accompts. 

Burridge.  Do  you  know  George  Alley  ? 

A.  Hunt.  No. 

Burridge.  What  r  Not  the  place  where  your  brother  lived  ? 
That  is  ftrange  indeed. 

A.  Hunt.  I  know  the  place,  but  not  the  name  of  it. 

Rebecca  Stuart.  I  was  at  Mrs.  Hunt’s  that  day,  the  7th  of 
Augufi,  and  dined  with  the  prifoner. 

The  prifoner  called  feveral  to  his  reputation  ;  but  they  only 
raid,  they  knew  no  ill  of  him  ;  that  he  was  a  plaifterer, 
and  had  worked  a  month  for  Mr.  Weymour,  in  Hatton- 
Garden. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  death. 

He  gave  the  following  Account  of  himfelf  while  he  lay  under 

Condemnation. 

I  ferved  five  years  to  a  plaifterer,tho’  I  did  not  much  follow 
that  bufmefs  till  lately,  but  lived  with  an  old  woman  who  fold 
brandy,  in  a  little  place  on  Finchley-common.  .  It  was 
thought  by  fome,  that  Hie  advifed  and  diredled  me  in  rnv  * 
practices  j  and  that  I  was  concerned  in  murdering  the  old 
2  F  «  man 
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man  her  hufband,  in  the  fields,  as  he  was  coming  home  from 
London  ;  both  of  which  are  falfe  :  indeed,  I  lived  with  her 
in  an  unlawful  manner,  but  as  for  the  old  man,  he  was  not 
murdered  at  all  ;  but,  as  he  was  a  great  brandy-drinker, 
he  bad  impaired  his  confiitution,  and  being  drunk,  and  be¬ 
nighted,  he  took  up  his  lodging  in  a  barn  near  Hornfey,  and 
there  died. 

I  have  committed  many  robberies,  and  in  particular,  I  very 
lately  robbed  a  coach  and  four  gentlemen  on  horieback  near 
Iflington.  But  it  was  not  my  common  method  to  rob  with 
comrades  ;  for  though  they  fwore  to  be  true  to  each  other, 
and  there  was  fometimes  found  fome  faith  among  them,  when 
their  intereft  was  not  too  nearly  concerned  ;  yet  when  their 
lives  were  in  danger,  they  grew  regard  lefs  of  their  oaths, 
and  would  betray  and  impeach  their  mofl:  intimate  friends. 

I  could  never  find  any  real  pleafure  in  a  vicious  life,  but  was 
always  uneafy,  and  full  of  fears ;  and  yet,  when  I  bad  once 
begun,  I  knew  not  bow  to  leave  off.  1  had  contracted  a 
habit  of  idlenefs  and  debauchery,  my  credit  was  loft,  and  I 
had  no  way  to  fupporfc  my  extravagances,  but  by  invading-the 
properties  of  others;  and  if  1  had  got  much  more  this  way 
than  I  did,  I  fliould  never  have  laid  up  any  thing  .again!!  a 
gloomy  day,  but  {fill  have  been  in  as  neceffitoiis  circumftances- 
as  when  I  firft  fet  out.  It  is  however  fome  comfort  to  me, 
that  I  have  no  children  to  inherit  my  vices,  and  confequently 
my  misfortunes. 

He  made  his  exit  at  Tyburn  on  Monday,  Sept.  1 1,  1721, 
in  the  40th  year  of  his  age,  with  the  greaieft  figns  of  regret 
for  the  many  fins  of  his  pad  life. 
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| OHN  MEFF  was  apprehended  for  committing  a  rob- 
bery  near  London,  but  the  time  when  it  was  done,  be-* 
ing  within  the  limits  of  his  majeffy’s  late  a £t  of  grace,  the 
court  thought  it  unneceffary  to  bring  him  to  a  trial  for  that 
offence  ;  fo  that  of  courfe  he  would  have  been  difcharged  at 
the  goal-delivery  ;  but  that  a  bill  of  indictment  on  the  late 
a for  the  more  effectual  tranfportation  of  felons,  was  found 
againfl  him  by  the  grand-jury.  And  thereupon, 

John  Meffy  alias  Merth, ,  alias  Mafon ,  was  mdi&ed,  for 
that  he  having  been  convi&ed  of  felony  and  burglary,  and 

ordered 


/ 


* 


-s* 


/ 


y 


•  >\ 


i  5  '  >• 


43 


J  O  H  N  MEF  F,  for  Burglary. 

ordered  to  be  tranfported  for  the  fame,  to  fome  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  plantations  in  America,  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
was  afterwards  found  at  large  in  Great-Britain,  without  any 
lawful  caufe.,  before  the  expiration  of  the  laid  term. 

The  record  of  his  conviction,  and  of  the  order  of  court 
thereupon  being  read,  the  witnefTes  for  the  king  were  fworn, 
and  depofed,  that  the  prifoner  was  the  fame  man,  who  in 
OClober,  1717,  was  in  this  court  tried  for  and  convidled  of 
breaking  the  houfe  of  John  Wefterbane,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1717,  in  the  night-time,  with  an  intent  to  deal 
his  goods;  and  the  houfe  of  Roger  Grant,  on  the  29th  of 
A-ugud,  1717?  in  the  night-time,  and  dealing  his  goods. 
The  jury  found  him  guilty,  Death. 

While  he  lay  under  femence  of  death  in  Newgate,  he  gave  4 
the  following  account  of  himfeJf. 

I  was  born  in  London,  of  French  parents,  who  fled  hither 
for  protection,  when  the  French  protedants  were  driven  out 
of  France  by  Lewis  XIV. 

I  was  put  apprentice  Lo  a  weaver;  my  father  having  con¬ 
tinued  about  twelve  years  in  England,  went  with  the  reft  of 
his  family  to  Holland.  I  ferved  my  time  faithfully,  and  with 
the  approbation  of  my  matter.  Soon  after  1  came  to  work 
for  myfelf  I  married  ;  but  my  bufinefs  not  being  fufHcient  to 
maintain  myfelf,  my  wife,  and  children,  I  was  willing  to  try 
what  I  could  do  at  thieving. 

t  followed  this  practice  till  I  was  apprehended,  tried  and 
condemned  for  boufe-breaking  ;  but,  as  I  was  going  to  the 
place  of  execution,  the  hangman  was  arreded,  and  I  was 
brought  back  to  Newgate.  It  was  thought,  that  this  was  my 
contrivance,  to  put  a  flop  to  public  juftic.e  ;  but  I  was  fo  far 
from  being  any  ways  concerned  in  it,  that  I  knew  nothing  of 
it  till  it  was  done.  This  might  have  been  a  happy  turn  for 
me,  if  I  had  made  a  proper  ufe  of  it  ;  for  my  fentence  of 
death  was  changed  for  that  of  tranfportation.  And  indeed  I 
took  up  a  folemn  refolution  to  lead  an  honed:  and  regular 
courfe  of  life,  and  to  re  lift  all  the  perfuafions  of  my  com¬ 
rades  to  the  contrary.  But  this  refolution  continued  a 
ihort  time  after  the  fear  of  death  was  vanifhed. 

I  believe,  however,  that,  if  I  had  been  fafe  landed  in 
America,  my  ruin  might  have  been  prevented;  but  the  (hip, 
which  carried  me  and  the  other  conviCts,  was  taken  by  the 
pirates.  They  would  have  perfuaded  me  and  fome  others  to 
fign  a  paper,  in  order  to  become  pirates  ;  but  we  refilling, 
they  put  me  and  eight  more  afhore,  on  a  defart  uninhabited 
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ifland,  where  we  muff:  have  perifhed  with  hunger,  if  by  good 
fortune  an  Indian  canoe  had  not  arrived  there.  We  waited 
till  the  Indians  were  gone  up  the  ifland,  and  them,  getting 
into  their  vefTel,  vve  faile  d  from  one  final  1  ifland  to  another, 
until  we  reached  the  coaft  of  America. 

Not  chufing  to  fettle  in  any  of  the  plantations  there,  but 
preferring  the  life  of  a  failor,  I  (hipped  myfelf  on  board  a 
veilei  that  carried  merchandize  from  Virginia  and  South- 
Carolina  to  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  and  others  of  his  majedy’s 
i (lands.  And  thus  I  lived  a  confiderable  time  ;  but  at  lad, 
being  over  defirous  to  fee  how  my  wife  and  children  fared  in 
England,  I  was  refolved  to  return  at  all  adventures. 

Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  quickly  fell  into  my  former  wicked 
p  raff  ices,  and  it  wras  not  long  before  I  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  on  fufpicion  of  robbing  a  perfon  near  London  ; 
but,  by  the  afliflance  of  a  certain  Bricklayer,  I  broke  out  of 
prifon  and  went  to  Hatfield,  where  I  lay  concealed  for  fome 
time  ;  but  at  laft  was  difebvered,  and  taken  again  by  the  fame 
bricklayer  who  had  procured  my  efcape.  borne  evil  genius 
attended  me,  I  was  certainly  infatuated,  or  I  had  never  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  place  where  I  was  fo  likely  to  be  difeovered. 

My  father  is  now  a  gardener  at  Amderdam.  It  is  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  my  misfortune,  that  I  carlnot  fee  him  and  my  mo¬ 
ther  before  I  die  ;  but  I  hope  when  he  hears  of  rny  unhappy 
end,  he  will  keep  my  children  by  my  fird  wife  from  darving. 
My  prefent  wife  is  able  i  y  her  induifry  to  bring  up  her  own 
offspring  ;  for  die  has  been  an  honed  careful  woman,  during 
the  nine  months  I  have  been  married  to  her,  and  has  often 
preiTed  me  to  go  over  to  Ireland,  and  lead  a  regular  and  fo- 
ber  life.  It  had  been  well  for  me  if  I  had  taken  her  adr 
vice.  „ 

I  have  had  enough  of  this  reftlefs  and  tumultuous  world, 
and  hope  I  arn  now  going  to  a  better.  I  am  very  eafy  and 
rehgneci  to  the  will  of  providence,  not  doubting  but  I  have 
made  my  peace  with  heaven.  1  thank  God  that  I  have  not 
been  moled- d  by  my  fejjow-prifohers,  with  the  lead  curbing 
or  (wearing  in  the  condemned-hold  ;  but  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  employing  every  moment  of  my  time  in  preparing 
for  a  future  date. 

Fie  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Sept,  u,  1721, 
In  the  40th  year  of  his  age. 
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IOHN,  alias  Richard  'James ,  of  the  parifli  of  Ealing,  in 
, »  the  County  of  M  ddlefex,  was  indicted  for  aftaulting 
Collet  Mawhood  on  the  high-wav,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
taking  fro  n  him  a  gold  ring  with  a  blue  ftone  in  it,  value  20s, 
and  1  os.  in  money,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  1721. 

Collet  Mawhood.  About  Eve  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
28th  of  Auguft  laid,  I  was  attacked  by  two  highway-men  near 
Hanwell-heath.  I  am  certain  that  the  prifoner  was  one  of 
them,  and  *  Nathaniel  Haws  has  confefTed  that  he  was  the 
other.  They  took  from  me  ten  (hillings,  and  this  gold-ring 
fet  with  a  blue  (lone.  As  I  very  much  valued  the  ring,  for 
the  fake  cf  a  friend  who  left  it  me,  I  begged  of  them  to  let 
me  have  it  again  •  and  telling  them  my  name,  and  where  I 
lived,  I  promifed  to  make  them  any  reafonable  fatisfa£Hon  for 
the  favour.  Nat.  Haws  very  civilly  returned  me  the  ring  5 
but  the  prifoner,  fwearing  and  threatning  to  (hoot  me,  took  it 
from  me  a  fecond  time. 

Jonathan  Wild.  Nat.  Haws  fent  for  me,  and, when  I 
CjSrne  to  him,  he  faid,  he  would  come  in,  and  make  himfelf 
an  evidence.  A mongft  other  things  he  informed  me  of  this 
robbery,  and  difcovered  the  prifoner  :  and  when  I  took  the 
prifoner,  I  found  the  ring,  which  is  now  produced,  in  his 
pocket.  He  begged  hard  to  have  it  again,  but  I  refufed  to 
give  it  him,  as  knowing  it  would  be  a  good  evidence  again  ft 
him  at  his  trial. 

Nat.  Haws.  I  and  the  prifoner  committed  this  fad*.  I  re¬ 
turned  the  ring  to  the  profecutor,  hut  the  prifoner  took  it  from 
him  again.  We  hired  our  horfes  in  Bedfordbury,  and  had 
committed  eleven  robberies  together  within  a  fortnight’s 

time. 

The  prifoner  in  his  defence  faid,  that  he  being  arrefted  for 
debt,  his  wife  brought  this  ring  to  him  in  prifon,  and  that  (he 
had  it  of  Haws,  who  gave  it  her  to  lie  with  her. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received  fentence  of 
death. 

After  condemnation  he  gave  the  following  account  of  him¬ 
felf. 

*  Nat.  Haws  was  afterwards,  in  December,  17:1,  condemned  for  robbing 
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I  was  born  in  St.  Ann’s,  Weflminfler ;  my  father  was  a 
moblcman’s  cook.  He  left  me  to  fhift  for  myfeif  when  I  was 
very  young.  In  about  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age  I  went  to 
fea  ;  and,  being  at  Jamaica,  I  and  many  others  were  taken 
prifoners  by  the  Spaniards ;  but  one  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
was-  a  houle-painter,  taking  a  fancy  to  me,  carried  me  to 
New-Spain,  an'J  inftrudbed  me  in  his  trade.  I  lived  very  well 
with  this  mailer  ;  but,  longing  to  fee  the  place  of  my  birth, 
and  to  talk  in  my  own  lang-uace,  1  returned  to  England  ;  I 
was  then  about  feventeen  years  old,  and  married  a  wife  much 
younger  than  rnyfeli ;  at  which  her  friends  were  fo  provoked 
that  the  was  turned  out  from  her  father’s  houfe,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  go  again  to  fea.  In  this  voyage  I  was  taken  by 
the  pirates,  who  put  me  on  Store  on  fome  part  of  the  coal! 
of  America  5  from  whence  I  travelled  to  Boflon  in  New- 
.England-,  and  fo  to  Maryland.  After  I  had  been  three  years 
abroad,  I  once  more  came  back  to  my  native  country,  where 
1  found  that  my  wife  was  married  to  another  hufband,  file 
having  heard  that  I  was  dead  in  America.  I  could  not  per- 
fuade  her  to  leave  her  fecond  hulband,  hecaufe  file  had  two 
children  by  him  ;  and  this  put  me  upon  keeping  company 
with  other  women. 

I  confefs  myfeif  guilty  of  the  fa£I  I  am  charged  with, 
and  I  deferve  to  die  for  it.  The  defence  !  made  at  my  trial 
was  falfe,  for  Haws  never  gave  my  wife  the  ilone-ring  to  let 
him  lie  with  her. 

If  1  may  judge  of  others  by  myfeif,  I  believe,  that  the 
execution  of  malefa&ors  has  but  little  efFedt  upon  their  old 
companions,* or  others,  who  have  inured  themfelves  to  the 
like  vicious  courfe  of  )Pe.  For  I  have  been  often  prefent  at 
fuch  a  time,  without  feeling  the  leaft  concern  or  uneafinefs, 
or  being  any  ways  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  death. 

I  acknowledge  it  with  grief,  that  I  was  generally  cruel 
>0  tbofe  I  robbed,  as  in  particular  when  I,  Nat.  Haws,  and 
Dick  Jones,  by  the  Lord  Portland’s  park- wall,  beyond  Ux¬ 
bridge,  attacked  Mr.  March’s  waggon,  (which  goes  from 
the  Bell  in  Warwick- Lane,  to  Chiner,  at  Thame  in  Oxford- 
fhire)  there  being  one  man  and  three  women  in  the  waggon, 
be bdes  the  waggoner:  And  when  Haws  and  myfeif  robbed  a 
gentleman  and  a  lady  in  a  chaife,  beyond  A6Ion,  for  which 
1  am  now  condemned.  For  when  Haws,  by  the  gentleman’s 
intreaty,  had  reflored  to  him  the  flone-ring,  which  the 
gentleman  had  a  particular  value  for,  I  turned  myhorfe  about, 
and  fwore,  that  1  would  (hoot  him  through  the  head,  if  he 
did  not  immediately  give  me  the  ring,  a  fecond  time.  At 
2  another 
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another  robbery  I  was  in  a  violent  paffion  with  my  comrade, 
forgiving  the  travellers  two  fhiilings  to  crofs  the  water.  Be- 
ine  once  at  an  inn  at  Harrow  on  the  Hill,  two  ladies,  and 
their  footman,  called  in.  We  found  upon  enquiry,  that  they 
were  travelling  a-crofs  the  country  to  Mortlack.  I  and  ray 
companions  waited  for  them  about  a  mile  on  this  fide  Oxford 
road,  and  attacked  them  as  foon  as  they  came  up*  and  among 
other  things  we  took  away  a  whip,  which  one  of  the  ladies 
was  very  defirous  to  have  returned  ;  my  comrades  were  will¬ 
ing  enough  to  comply,  but  I  obflinately  refufed.  She  then 
begged  for  a  paper  of  fnufF  out  of  her  fiiver  box,  that  we  had 
robbed  her  of,  to  which  indeed  I  made  no  objection. 

In  Auguft  lafl;  I  robbed  two  men  on  horfeback,  on  Finch¬ 
ley-common,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening.  2.  Some  gen¬ 
tlemen  going  to  Mortlack.  3.  A  man  with  a  woman  behind 
him  near  Tottenham  turnpike.  4.  A  man  and  a  woman  on 
Finchley-common.  5,  A  Quaker’s  coach,  about  four  miles 
beyond  Adlon,  in  which  were  one  man  and  three  women, 
from  whom  I  took  a  gold  chain,  four  guineas,  and  eight  (hil¬ 
lings,  on  the  28th  day  of  the  month;  befides  which,  I  com¬ 
mitted  four  or  five  other  robberies  at  the  lame  time. 

But  whatever  cruelty  I  might  be  guilty  of,  I  never  carried 
it  fo  far  as  to  commit  murder.  And  once  I  behaved  different¬ 
ly  from  my  ufual  method  ;  it  was  in  robbing  a  man  and  wo¬ 
man  betwixt  Hamflead  and  London,  and  it  was  the  ordv  time 
that  I  ever  attacked  any  body  in  that  road.  I  took  no  more 
than  a  crown  from  them,  and  the  woman  being  with  child,  I 
treated  them  fo  civilly,  that,  hearing  I  was  a  prifon  r  in  New¬ 
gate,  they  came  thither  to  return  me  thanks  for  it. 

I  thank  God  for  taking  me  fo  foon  off  from  fin,  and  giving 
me  time  for  repentance.  And  whatever  the  world  may  fav 
of  my  dying  a  (hameful  death,  it  will  not  at  all  affedt  my 
foul,  if  1  am  but  happy  in  heaven,  while  they  remain  among 
the  clamours,  cares  and  difquietudes  of  this  world. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Odlober  23, 
1721,  in  the  30th  year  of  his  age. 
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T  OHN  DYKE  S,  of  Stepney,  was  indicfted  for  afTauIt- 
,,  f  ing  Charles  Wright,  on  the  highway >  putting  him  id 
fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  penknife,  value  4  d.  a  fted  feal* 
value  6d.  and  five  millings  and  eight-pence  in  money,  on  the 
5th  of  Auguft  laft. 

Charles  IVnght.  As  I  was  going  home  from  London,  I  was 
flopped  by  Ifaac  Drew,  and  the  prifoner.  The  prifoner  clap¬ 
ped  a  piftol  to  my  bread,  and  fvvore,  if  I  would  not  ftand  qui¬ 
etly,  he  would  (hoot  me.  1  am  fure  that  that  prifoner  is  the 
man,  for  it  was  a  fine  ftar-light  night,  and  I  faw  him  plainly. 
Then  they  took  my  penknife,  my  feal,  and  my  money  from 
me. 

Jfaac  Drew.  The  prifoner  and  myfelf  flopped  the  profecu- 
tor  and  robbed  him.  The  prifoner  clapped  a  piftol  to  his 
breaft.  I  took  the  feal,  the  penknife,  and  eighteen- pence 
halfpenny,  and  the  prifoner  took  the  reft,,  but  he  funk  it. 
That  is,  he  concealed  it  from  me. 

Jonathan  Wild.  Being  informed  that  Dykes  and  Drew  went 
©ut  on  the  footpad,  I  dogged  them,  and  took  them  together. 
Dykes  would  fain  have  been  an  evidence  againft  Drew,  and 
faid,  he  could  make  fome  difcoveries  \  but  thole  he  made  were 
but  trifles,  and  of  little  importance. 

The  prifoner  denied  the  fadT,  and  called  a  woman  to  prove, 
that  he  was  eifewhere,  when  the  robbery  was  committed.  She 
depofed,  that  on  the  Friday  or  Saturday  before  Bartholomew- 
tide,  the  prifoner  was  very  ill,  and  that  his  lifter  Cent  for  her 
to  attend  him  ;  but  this  oath  was  of  no  fervice  to  him,  by  be¬ 
ing  fo  widely  different  in  point  of  tune.  He  then  called  fome 
others  to  difcredit  Drew’s  evidence.  They  depofed,  that  they 
beard  Drew  fay,  that  he  would  hang  a  hundred  before  he 
would  be  hanged  himfelf.  The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

/fter  Condemnation ,  he  gave  the  following  Account  of  himfelf. 

I  am  the  eldeft  child  of  my  parents,  who,  while  I  was 
young,  lent  me  to  fchool,  where  I  was  taught  to  read  arid 
write  ;  but  I  have  fince  by  my  negligence  forgot  both.  I 
could  never  be  perfuaded  to  be  bound  apprentice  to  any  trade 
.for  feven  years  ;  and  having  a  too  indulgent  father,  he  would 
never  compel  me  to  it :  however,  1  fometimes  worked  with 
my  brother  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  My  ruin  was  begun 
by  the  delight  1  took  in  gaming,  and  when  1  had  loft  moil  of 

my 
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my  money  that  way,  I  ufed  to  play  with  boys  in  the  ffreet,  for 
farthings  and  halfpence,  by  which  means  I  fometimes  pretty  well 
recruited  my  flock  ;  but  at  other  times  was  quite  broke  ;  and, 
then  being  afraid  to  acquaint  my  father  with  it,  I  turned  my 
hand  to  picking  of  pockets,  in  which,  being  often  detecled,  I 
was  fometimes  fent  to  Bridewell.  During  my  confinement 
there,  it  was  my  conflant  cuflom  to  make  many  promifes  to 
my  friends,  that  I  would  mend  my  courfe  of  life,  and  go  to 
fea  ;  but  when  they  had  got  me  difcharged,  fitted  rre  out  for  a 
voyage,  and  I  was  even  entered  in  his  maje fly’s  fervice,  they 
found  themfelves  difappointed.  Perceiving  that  nothing  would 
prevail  on  me  to  go  to  fea,  they  gave  me  what  encouragement 
they  could  to  live  honeflly  at  home,  by  buying  good  cloaths 
for  me,  and  providing  me  with  the  common  neceflaries  of 
life  ;  but  all  their  endeavours  to  reclaim  me  proved  in  vain,  I 
flill  followed  my  old  courfes,  though  for  a  pretty  while  I  de¬ 
ceived  them  into  a  better  opinion  of  me,  by  frequently  pre¬ 
tending  to  go  to  church,  when,  inflead  of  fo  doing,  I  went  to 
my  old  companions,  and  took  care  to  return  home  very  or¬ 
derly  about  the  time  that  church  was  done. 

I  not  only  robbed  on  the  highway  as  a  footpad,  but  broke 
into  feveral  houfes  about  Mile-end,  Bow,  and  Hackney,  and 
particularly  I  and  Ifaac  Drew,  in  the  night-time,  forcibly  en¬ 
tered  a  houfe  near  the  fchool-houfe,  going  to  Bow,  from 
whence  we  carried  off  fome  apparel,  and  a  little  plate.  But 
what  moft  troubles  me  is,  that,  near  the  men  hanging  in 
chains,  by  Bow,  I  met  a  poor  gardener,  as  he  was  going  home., 
late  at  night,  and  robbed  him  of  all  his  wages. 

While  the  prifoner  was  in  the  condemned  hold  he  would  at 
particular  times  in  the  night,  flart  up,  tear  his  hair,  and  cry 
out  in  a  very  odd  manner;  and  at  other  times  would  ling- 
pfalms,  and  pray  for  feveral  hours  together.  But  a  little  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  he  appeared  more  compofed,  and  eafy,  at  the 
thoughts  of  leaving  the  world,  having,  as  he  faid,  a  good  af- 
furance  that  his  peace  was  made  with  God. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Gdtober  23, 
1721,  aged  twenty- three  years. 
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JOHN  TRANTHAM,  alias  TRAN  TU  M,  and 

PHILIP  STORY,  for  feveral  Burglaries  and 

Felonies,  Odfober,  1721; 

|  O  H  N  TRANTH  A  M,  was  indidfed  for  breaking 
J  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Jacob  de  Villa,  and  Pealing 
two  gowns  and  petticoats,  and  twenty  guineas,  Oclober  4, 
1721,  in  the  night. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indicted,  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  of  William  Hammond,  and  Pealing  a  large  quantity 
of  plate  and  linen,  June  16,  1721,  in  the  night. 

He  was  a  third  time  indidted  for  Pealing  a  filver  watch  and 
a  camblet  riding  hood. 

And  a  fourth  time  for  breaking  the  houfe  of  Randolph  Wal- 
Pead,  and  Pealing  his  goods. 

To  all  which  indictments,  except  the  fecond,  he  pleaded 
guilty,  and  of  that  the  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

Philip  Story ,  was  indicted  for  breaking  and  entering  the 
houfe  of  Edmund  Juby,  and  Pealing  twenty  hats,  September 
18,  1721,  to  which  he  pleaded  guilty.  Death, 

j'ohn  Trantum ,  and  Philip  Story,  were  indidfed  (with  Chrif- 
tian  Leonard,  not  then  taken)  for  Peafing  a  Silver  pepper-box, 
Prainer  and  tongs,  two  hundred  yards  of  Holland,  twenty 
turn-overs  and  other  goods,  in  the  houfe  of  John  Coverly. 
Guilty. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indicted  for  breaking  the  houfe  of 
Samuel  Haddock,  Efq;  and  Pealing  his  goods. 

They  were  a  third  time  indidted  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  of  Mary  Roberts,  and  pealing,,  her  goods. 

To  thefe  three  indidirnents  Trantum  pleaded  guilty,  and 
the  jury  found  Story  guilty. 

They  were  a  fourth  time  indidted  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  of  Richard  Nicholfon,  and  Pealing  his  goods. 

They  were  a  fifth  time  indidted  for  breaking  and  entering  the 
houfe  ot  William  Gafcoign,  and  Pealing  his  goods,  September 
14,  1721. 

And  a  Sixth  time  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Omans,  and  Pealing  his  goods,  to  which  three  laft  indidf- 
ments  they  both  pleaded  guilty. 

Philip  Story  was  of  French  parentage.  His  father  was  a 
weaver,  and  continued  feveral  \ears  in  England,  but,  having 

3  ‘  a 


JOHN  TRANTHAM,  &c,  for  Burglaries.  51 

a  greater  charge  of  children  than  he  could  maintain  by  his  bu- 
finefs,  he  1  ft  them  and  his  wife,  and  returned  to  France. 

Philip  was  now  put  to  his  fhifts,  he  was  not  fond  of  work¬ 
ing,  and  ?he  little  hefomeiimes  gotfrom  his  mother-in-law,  was 
far  from  being  fufficient  for  him  to  live  on,  and  fo  he  turned 
his  hand  to  picking  pockets,  in  which  he  had  tolerable  fuccefs, 
though  nowand  then  it  brought  him  under  the  difciplineof  the 
horfe  pond.  But,  as  he  was  one  of  an  afpiring  genius,  he 
could  not  long  confine  himfelf  to  fo  low  a  branch  of  felony, 
but  ventured  higher,  and  at  laft  advanced  to  houfe- breaking ; 
but,  as  it  was  difficult  to  attain  this  height  of  his  ambition, 
without  fome  affiftance,  he  entered  into  confederacy  with 
JackTrantum,  Kit  Leonard,  and  others,  no  lefs  daring  than 
himfelf,  and  with  thefe  he  carried  on  his  detigns  triumphantly, 
till  juffice  over; 00k  him,  and  ftopt  his  career. 

While  he  was  under  condemnation  his  confcience  was  puz¬ 
zled -with  a  fcruple  not  very  common  with  men  of  his  profef-' 
lion.  He  had  taken  it  into  his  head,  that  rhe  moil  heinous 
cfrence  a  man  could  be  guilty  of,  was  facrilege,  and  there¬ 
upon  was  very  inquifitive  to  know  whether  picking  pockets  1 
in  a  church  was  a  fpecies  of  that  crime  or  not. 

The  prifoner  confeffed  thejuftice  of  his  fentence,  and  faid, 
that  he  had  no  hopes  of  life  from  the  time  he  was  apprehended, 
and  therefore  had  endeavoured  to  make  his  peace  with  God, 
not  only  hnce  his  conviction,  but  before  his  trial. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  faid,  be  had  been  bad  enough 
himfelf,  but  his  accomplice,  Kit  Leonard,  was  worfe.  He 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Frantum  was  born  in  London,  and,  being  brought 
up  to  no  trade,  went  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft-lndies,  and 
though  in  no  better  a  idation  than  that  of  a  fervant,  he 
brought  home  with  him  above  fourfcore  pounds ;  but,  be¬ 
ing  fond  of  an  idle  and  debauched  life,  he  prefently  fquandered 
it  all  away,  and  then  made  bold  with  the  property  of  others, 
to  fupport  his  extravagancies  ;  but  this,  injftead  of  mending  his 
circumuances,  involved  him  in  greater  difficulties,  and  added 
the  continual  hazard  of  liberty  and  life  to  his  other  misfortunes; 
fo  naturally  does  unhappinefs  attend  vice.  In  a  little  time 
his  ill  conduct  brought  him  to  Nevv-prifon  ;  and  while  he  was 
there,  he  was,  as  he  faid,  fo  ofen  difturbed  in  his  beep,  with 
dreams  of  halters,  hangmen,  gibbets,  prifons  and  devils,  that 
he  took  up  a  refolution  to  reform  his  manners,  if  ever  he  ob¬ 
tained  his  liberty.  But  the  vows  of  men  in  diftrefs  are  fcldom 
regarded  after  their  deliverance,  and  vicious  habits  are  not  ea- 
fily  forfaken.  His  rcfoiutions  vanifhed  with  his  danger  ;  he 
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prefently  returned  to  his  old  courfes,  and  made  a  large  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  former  catalogue  of  fins. 

While  he  lay  under  fentence,  he  laid,  as  he  had  no  hopes 
of  a  reprieve,  he  was  very  defirous  to  be  directed  in  the  way 
o  heaven.  His  fpiritual  guide  allured  him,  that  no  fins  were 
too  great  for  God’s  mercies,  and  advifed  him  to  rely  wholly 
on  the  merits  and  fufFcrings  of  Chrift,  and  hope  for  the  re  mils 
fion  of  his  fins  with  the  penitent  thief  on  the  crofs. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age,  on 
Monday,  Odfober  23,  1721. 


ARTHUR  GRAY,  for  -Burglary,  December,  1721. 

A  RTHUR  GRAY,  was  indidied  for  breaking  and 
\  entering  the  dweiling-boufe  of  George  Bailhe,  Efq;  in 
the  parifh  of  St.  James’s,  Weftminfter,  with  an  intent  to  ra- 
vifh,  and  againft  her  will,  carnally  know  Grizel,  the  wife  of 
Alexander  Murray,  on  the  firftof'O-T.  1721,  in  the  night. 

Council,  The  prifoner  fiands  in  dieted  for  a  burglary,  in 
breaking  the-  houfe  of  George  Bailie,  ilfqj  with  an  intent  to 
ravifn  Mrs.  Murray.  The  breaking  and  entering  a  rnanfion- 
houfe  in  the  night,  with  an  intent  to  commit  a  felony,  is  bur¬ 
glary,  whether  the  felony  is  committed  or  not.  I  am  inftrudU 
ed,  that  the  prifoner,  (a  fervant  to  the  lord  Bennyng)  on  the 
14th  of  October  laft,  about  four  in  the  morning,  broke  open 
and  entered  the  chamber  of  Mrs.  Murray,  went  to  her  bed- 
fide,  with  a  fword  in  one  had,  and  a  piftol  in  the  other,  and 
told  her,  he  had  long  had  a  violent  paflion  for  her,  but  there 
being  a  vaft  difparity  in  their  fortunes,  he  had  no  hopes  of 
fucceeding  in  his  wifhes,  any  other  wav  than  by  force,  and 
therefore  he  was  fully  refolved  to  obtain  his  defires,  or  to 
kill  her.  The  lady,  in  a  great  furprife,  endeavoured  to  dif- 
fuadehim  from  his  purpofe,  but  all  in  vain.  '  He  laid  down  his 
fword,  in  order  to  remove  the  bed-cloaths,  but  fhe  prevent¬ 
ed  him  by  fuddenly  catching  hold  of  his  pifiol  with  one  hand, 
and  ringing  the  bell  with  the  other,  which  alarming  the  fami¬ 
ly,  the  prifoner  ran  away,  but  wras  afterwards  taken,  and 
confefi:  his  guilt. 

Mrs.  Murray.  On  the  of  October,  about  four  in  the 
rooming,  the  prifoner  entered  my  room,  with  a  piftol  in  one 
hand,  and  a  drawn  fword  in  the  other.  And  coming  up  to 
rny  bed*fide,  he  thr.  atned  to  kill  me  if  I  made  the  leaft  noife. 

1  afked  him  what  he  meant  by  coming  into  my  chamber  in 
fuch  a  manner?  44  Madam,”  fays  he,  44  I  mean  to  ravifh  ye, 
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for  I  have  entertained  a  violent  love  for  you  a  long  time,  but 
as  there  is  fo  great  a  difference  betwixt  your  fortune  and  min« 

I  dcfpair  of  enjoying  my  wifhes  by  any  means  but  force.”  I 
tried  what  I  could  do  to  put  him  off,  but  ff ill  perfifiing  in  his 
defign,  he  laid  the  fword  upon  the  bolder,  and  endeavoured 
to  pull  down  the  bed-cloaths.  I  begged  him  to  delay  till  I  had 
fpoke  with  him  farther.  I  ufed  all  th*  entreaties  I  could 
think  of,  and  afked  him  if  nothing  would  prevail  with  him  to 
defift.  “  No,”  fays  he,  46  I  have  ventured  my  life  for  your 
fake  already,  and  therefore  am  refolutely  bent  to  go  through 
with  my  defign,  let  the  confequence  be  what  it  will.  Ail  the 
reft  of  the  family  are  afleep,  and  if  I  lofe  this  opportunity,  I 
can  never  expedf  another.  Your  making  a  noife  will  fignify 
nothing. —  I  muft  and  will.”  And  with  that  he  once  more  at¬ 
tempted  to  take  off  the  bed-cloaths :  but  I  fuddenly  pufhed  him 
againft  the  wail,  wrenched  the  piftol  out  of  his  hand,  and 
rung  the  bell,  and  thereupon  he  ran  out.  I  followed  him  to 
the  door,  and  ciied  murder. 

Court.  How  long  was  he  in  your  chamber,  madam  ? 

Mrs.  Murray .  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ;  for  upon 
my  calling  out,  my  father  and  mother  immediately  came  up, 
and  then  it  wanted  a  quarter  of  five. 

Prifoner.  Pray,  madam,  did  - never  come  into  your 

chamb  r,  when  all  the  family  was  a  bed  ? 

Mrs.  Murrey.  No,  never. 

Court.  If  you  have  any  queftion  to  afk,  you  ought  to  diredb 
it  to  the  court,  and  the  court,  if  the  queftion  is  proper,  will 
require  an  anfwer  from  the  witnefs.  Your  prefent  queftion 
is  not  at  all  proper,  nor  do  I  fee  of  what  fervice  it  can  be  to 
you. — The  lady  has  given  you  a  pofttive  anfwer,  but  it  was 
more  than  {he  need  to  have  done. 

Prifoner.  My  lord,  I  ihall  afk  nothing  but  what  I  think 
may  do  me  fome  fervice,  when  I  come  to  make  my  defence. 
I  beg  your  lordfhip  would  afk  Mrs.  Murray,  if  her  chamber- 
door  was  eonftantly  locked  a  night  ? 

Court.  You  hear  the  queftion,  madam. 

Mrs.  Murray.  It  was  always  fhut,  but  not  always  locked. 

Prifoner ,  Did  you  never  rife  out  of  bed  to  lock  it,  when 
has  been  in  the  room  ? 

Court .  You  muft  not  go  on  thus. 

Mrs.  Murray .  i  have  told  you  already  that  never  was 
in  the  room. 

Elizabeth  Trimncl.  1  waited  on  Mrs.  Murray  to  oed,  a- 
bout  one  in  the  morning,  and  fhut  the  door  after  me.  But 
going  by  about  three  i  found  it  open  :  I  (hut  it  again,  and  left 
it  fhut,  and  believe  it  was  faft.  Prifoner. 
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Prifoner.  What  kind  of  lock  was  it  ? 

E>  T.  A  brafs  fpring  Jock. 

Prifoner .  Was  there  a  key  in  it ? 

E.  r.  No*,  it  opened  and  (hut.  with  a  brafs  knob. 

Prifiner ,  But  don’t  you  know  that  the  Jock  was  faulty, 
was  difficult  to  be  made  faft,  and  would  after  Hip  back  and 
open  itfelf? 

E .  T.  The  fpring  indeed  was  bad. 

Prifiner .  And  might  not  that  be  the  occafion  of  the  door’s 
being  open,  when  you  came  to  it  a  fecond  time*? 

E.  T.  I  cannot  fay  but  it  might  — -  but  I  am  pretty  furs  that 
I  locked  it  faft  at  the  fecond  time. 

Prifiner .  I  fuppofe  you  thought  yon  bad  made  it  as  faff  the 
£rft  time. 

E.  T-  I  cannot  be  fo  certain  of  that. 

Prifiner.  Don’t  you  know  that  — - —has  taken  leave  of 

the  ladies,  and  waited  in  a  dark  room,  till  the  reft  of  the 
company  were  a-hed,  and  then  go  into  — ■  chamber,  and  Raid., 
there  two  or  three  hours  ? 

Council.  You  will  do  yourself  no  fervice  by  this  behaviour 
—you  have  been  told,  that  you  ought  to  propofe  yourqueftions 
to  the  court. 

James  Parks.  I  heard  a  noife  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  thought  there  had  been  thieves  in  the  houfe, 
and  fo  I  jumpt  cut  of  bed,  and  run  down  flairs  in  my  fhirt  ; 
but  finding  nobody  below,  I  went  up  again,  and  met  my  lady 
Grizel  Baillie,  and  Mrs.  Murray,  at  the  ftairs-head,  and  Mrs. 
Murray  faid,  The  rogue  is  juft  gone  out  of  the  room, 
and  run  down  flairs,”  and  my  lady  Baillie  told  me,  that  Ar¬ 
thur  had  endeavoured  toravifh  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Murray  :  I 
went  afterwards  to  look  for  the  prifoner,  and  fo  I  met  Mr. 
Hays :  he  (hewed  me  a  key,  and  afked  me  if  I  knew  it.  I 
faid,  yes  ;  and  then  faid  Hays,  C4  if  you’ll  come  along  with 
roe,  I  will  bring  ye  .  to  the  owner  of  it.  I  followed  hi  n  into  a 
room  in  ids  houfe,  and,  upon  his  bed,  I  found  the  prifoner  ly¬ 
ing  without  his  hat  and  fhoes.  Thomas  Hughs  came  in  foon 
after  me.  I  afked  the  prifoner,  if  he  vqent  into  Mrs.  Mur¬ 
ray’s  chamber,  with  intent  to  lie  with  her  ?  he  Bid,  yes  ” 
And  what  pofTeft  ye  to  do  it?  fays  I.  <c  Why,”  fays  he 
again,  66  I  believe  the  devil  poflefl  me.”  What  was  ye  drunk  ? 


fays 
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no,”  fays  he,  4C  I  can’t  fay  that  I  was,” 


Prifoner.  Did  —  never  come  to  you  early  in  the  morning, 
and  defire  you  to  let  him  lye  in  your  bed  ? 

Parks.  Go  look  ! 

Prifiner.  My  lord,  this  evidence  was  fo  drunk  that  night, 
bat  he  went  out  and  vomited.  Thom-s 
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Thomas  Hughs.  I  got  up  at  hearing  the  noife,  and  took  a 
blunderbufs  in  my  hand,  as  thinking  fome  rogues  were  got  into 
the  houfe;  but  Iwasfoon  informed,  that  the  pr  foner  had  made 
the  dift urban ce,  by  going  into  Mrs.  Murray’s  room  with  a 
fword  and  piftol.  I  went  in  fearch  of  him,  and,  between 
eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  I  found  him  upon  Mr,  Hay's 
bed,  with  neither  (hoes  nor  hat.  I  heard  him  own,  that  he 
went  into  Mrs.  Murray’s  room,  and  that  he  was  forry  for  it, 
but  I  do  not  remember  that  he  faid  he  went  in  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  ravifh  her,  or  that  I  heard  Parks  afk  him  on  what  ac¬ 
count  he  went  in. 

Then  the  prifoner’s  confefiion  before  juftice  Blagney  was 
read,  in  which  he  acknowledged,  that,  he  opened  and  en¬ 
tered  the  chamber  of  Mrs.  Murray,  with  a  defign  to  ravifh 
her,  and  that  he  brought  the  fword  and  piftol  to  put  her  in 
fear,  and  oblige  her  to  comply.  And  feveral  of  his  letters 
were  produced  in  court,  in  one  of  which,  directed  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  and  moft  chriftian  lady  Benny ng,  in  Great-Marl- 
borough-ftreet,  he  fays.  cc  I  muff  acknowledge  my  fault, 
and  pray  forgivenefs  of  God,  and  the  lady  of  the  family  whom 
i  have  offended.” 

Prifoner ,  I  had  been  making  merry  abroad  with  fomc 
of  my  fellow-fervants,  and  came  home  much  difordered 
with  liquor,  and  going  up  flairs  to  bed  without  my  jfhoes, 
as  I  ufually  did,  I  thought  I  heard  a  noife  of  homebody 
in  Mrs.  Murray’s  room,"  upon  which  1  went  down  and 
fetched  up  a  fword  and  piftol,  and  Mrs.  Murray’s  door 
flanding  a-jar,  I  went  in,  and  laying  down  my  arms  to  look 
behind  the  bed,  Mrs.  Murray  rung  the  bell  and  alarmed  the 
family. 

John  Vandercome .  The  prifoner  and  feven  or  eight  more 
were  merry-making  at  my  houfe  the  night  before  the  14th  of 
October  :  they  drank  four  pints  and  a  half  of  brandy,  and 
four  quarts  of  beer.  Parks,  Williams,  and  the  prifoner  went 
home  together,  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning,  not 
quite  drunk,  but  very  mellow7.  Before  they  went  away. 
Parks  went  out  and  vomited,  and  I  went  to  hold  him,  but  he 
laid,  fie  !  don’t  hold  me,  for  then  they  will  think  I  am 
fuddled,  and  I  would  not  have  them  take  notice  of  it. 

Jane  Rufhfield .  I  took  notice  that  the  cook  was  very 
drunk  over  night  ;  but  I  had  no  talk  with  any  of  the  others, 
and  therefore  cannot  fay  what  condition  they  were  in.  Du¬ 
ring  the  half  year  that  1  lived  with  my  lady  Bailiie,  I  never 
knew  Mrs.  Murray’s  door  to  be  locked  faff  at  night,  for  I 
ufed  to  go  every  morning  into  her  chamber  to  light  a  fire. 

1  he 
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The  lock  was  very  faulty,  it  was  a  brafs  fpring-lock,  that  was 
never  ufed  to  be  made  faff  with  a  key  3  for  we  had  but  one 
key  to  all  the  rooms  in  the  houfe. 

Prisoner .  My  lord,  by  what  has  been  fworn  both  by  this 
witnefs  and  Elizebcth  Trimncl,  I  think  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  door  was  open,  at  leaf!  there  appears  no  proof  of  the 
contrary,  and  if  it  was  open,  I  cannot  be  guilty  of  breaking 
into  the  room  ;  my  life  depends  upon  this  one  circumflance, 
and  therefore  I  humbly  hope  your  lordfhip  and  the  jury  will 
take  it  into  confide  ration. 

All  the  witnefles  for  the  prisoner  gave  him  the  chara£let 
of  a  youth  of  a  civil  and  modefl  behaviour.  The  jury,  af¬ 
ter  about  an  hour’s  conlideration,  brought  in  their  verdict 
guilty  of  the  indi£lment.  Death . 

After  he  had  received  fentence,  he  declared  at  the  bar,  that 
what  he  had  infinuated  at  the  time  of  his  trial,  concerning 
—  was  entirely  falfe  and  groundlefs,  and  that  he  had  been 
advifed  to  afk  thofe  queftions  by  feme  who  perfuaded  him  that 
it  would  prove  to  his  advantage. 

He  was  afterwards  reprieved. 


The  following  ballad  was  written  upm  this  occafton ,  and  Jung 

in  almejl  eve-y  Jlreet. 

Virtue  tn  danger  :  or,  a  lamentable  Jlory  how  a  virtuous 
Lady  had  like  to  have  been  ravijhed  by  her  fillers  foot¬ 
man. 

To  the  tune  of  The  children  in  Vie  wood . 

Written  by  a  Lady. 

XJ  OW  ponder  well,  ye  ladies  fair, 

^  Thefe  words  that  I  (hall  write  : 

I’ll  tell  a  tale  (hall  make  you  flare, 

Of  a  poor  lady’s  fright. 

She  laid  her  down  all  in  her  bed. 

And  foon  began  to  fnore. 

It  never  came  into  her  head 
To  lock  her  chambqr-door. 


A  footmaa 
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✓ 

A  footman  of  her  fitter  dear, 

A  fturdy  Scot  was  he, 

Without  a  fenfe  of  godly  fear. 

Bethought  him  wickedly. 

Thought  he,  this  lady  lies  alone, 

I  like  her  comely  face  ; 

It  would  moft  gallantly  be  done. 

Her  body  to  embrace. 

In  order  to  this  bold  attempt, 

He  ran  up  ftairs  apace  ; 

While  (he,  poor  lady,  nothing  dreamt, 

Or,  dreamt  it  was  his  Grace . 

The  candle  flaming  in  her  eyes. 

Made  her  full  foon  awake  : 

He  fcorn’d  to  do  it  by  furprize. 

Or  her  a-fleeping  take. 

A  fword  he  had,  and  hard  by  it, 

A  thing  appear’d  withal, 

Which  we,  for  very  modefty, 

A  piftol  chufe  to  call. 

This  piflol  in  one  hand  he  took, 

And  thus  began  to  woo  her : 

Oh  !  how  this  tender  creature  {hook. 

When  he  prefented  to  her. 

Lady,  quoth  he,  I  mutt  obtain. 

For  1  have  lov’d  thee  long  : 

Wou’d  you  know  how  my  heart  you  gain’d. 
You  had  it  for  along. 

Refolve  to  quench  my  prefent  flame. 

Or  you  fhall  murder’d  be  ; 

It  was  thofe  pretty  eyes,  fair  dame, 

That  firtt  have  murder’d  me. 

The  lady  look’d  with  fear,  around. 

As  in  her  bed  {he  lay ; 

And  tho’  half  dying  in  a  fwoon, 

Thus  to  herfelf  did  fay  : 

u 
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4  Who  rafhly  judge,  (it  is  a  rule) 

4  Do  often  judge  amifs  : 

4  I  thought  this  fellow  was  a  fool ; 

4  But  there’s  fome  fenfe  in  this/ 

She  then  recover’d  heart  of  grace, 

And  did  to  him  reply, 

4  Sure  Arthur,  you’ve  forgot  your  place, 
4  Or  know  not  that  ’tis  I, 

4  Do  you  confider  who  it  is, 

4  That  you  thus  rudely  treat  ? 

1  ’Tis  not  for  fcoundrel  ferubs  to  wifb 
4  To  tatte  their  matter’s  meat/ 

Tut,  tut,  quoth  he,  I  do  not  care  ; 

And  fo  pull’d  down  the  cloaths ; 
Uncover’d  lay  this  lady  fair. 

Quite  from  the  head  to  toes. 

6  Oh!  Arthur  cover  me,  fhe  faid, 

4  Or  fure  I  fhall  get  cold  / 

Which  prefently  the  rogue  obey’d  ; 

He  could  not  hear  her  fcold, 

He  laid  his  fword  clofe  by  her  fide  ; 

Her  heart  went  pit-a-pat : 

You’ve  but  one  weapon  left,  (Hie  cry’d) 
4  Sure  I  can  deal  with  that/ 

She  faw  the  looby  frighted  ttand®, 

Out  of  the  bed  jump’d  fhe. 

Catch-’ d  hold  of  his  fo  furious  hand  5 
A  fight  it  was  to  fee  ! 

His  piftol-band  fhe  held  faft:  clos’d, 

As  fhe  remembers  well  ; 

But  how  the  other  was  difpos’d 
There’s  non^  alive  can  tell. 

The  fword  full  to  his  heart  fhe  laid, 

But  yet  did  not  him  flay  ; 

For  when  he  faw  the  ttiining  blade, 
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When  fhe  was  fure  the  knave  was  gone. 

Out  of  her  father’s  ha!!. 

This  virtuous  lady  flraight  began 
Moft  grievoufly  to  bawl. 

In  came  pawpaw,  and  mawmaw  dear. 

Who  wonder’d  to  behold  : 

4  Oot  Grifee,  what  a  noife  is  here, 

‘  Why  flond  you  in  the  cold?’ 

'  £  •  *  ‘  1  v  J  '  ».  » •  ik  >  /  K 

c  Mawmaw,  (he  faid,  (and  then  fhe  wept) 

*  I  have  a  battle  won  ; 

c  But  if  that  I  had  foundly  flept, 

6  My  honour  had  been  gone. 

-  ‘  A  footman  of  my  filler,  he - — 

6  A  footman  !  cry’d  mawmaw, 

‘  Dear  daughter  this  muff  never  be, 

6  And  we  not  go  to  law.’  v 

‘  '  ‘  "  ■'(  5ilrt  ,  A ■  .  %  cs*.W 

This  lady’s  fame  fhall  ever  lafl, 

And  live  in  Britifh  fong ;  •  r 

For  fhe  was,  like  Lucretia,  chafle. 

And  eke  was  much  more  ftrong. 


NATHANIEL  HAWES,  for  a  Robbery,  De¬ 
cember,  1721. 

ATHANIEL  HAWES,  of  Finchley,  was  indited  for 
afTaulting  Richard  Hall  on  the  high-way,  putting  him  in 
fear,  and  taking  from  him  4s.  in  money,  on  the  24th  of  No¬ 
vember  lafl. 

When  the  prifon  er  was  arraigned,  he  flood  mute,  and  be¬ 
ing  afked  the  reafon  of  it  by  the  court,  he  faid,  that  as  he  had 
always  lived  like  a  man,  he  was  refolved  to  die  like  one  ;  and 
not  go  to  the  gallows  in  fuch  a  fhabby  coat  as  he  then  ap¬ 
peared  in.  That  when  he  was  apprehended,  he  had  a  hand- 
torne  fuit  of  cloaths  at  his  lodgings,  which  was  then  felled, 
and  had  been  ever  fince  detained  from  him  ;  but  if  that  fa¬ 
vour  was  denied  him,  he  was  refolutely  bent  not  to  plead  to 
the  indictment.  The  court  then  informed  him,  what  would 
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be  the  confequence  of  perfifting  in  fuch  a  refolution  j  but  he 
affecting  to  appear  unconcerned  about  that,  his  thumbs  were 
ordered  to  be  tied  together,  which  was  done,  and  the  cord 
pulled  by  two  officers  until  it  broke.  This  was  repeated  fe« 
v^ral  times  ;  but  (fill  remaining  obftinate,  the  court  paffed 
fentence  on  him  to  be  prefled.  *•  When  he  had  lain  about  fe- 
ven  minutes  in  the  prefs,  under  a  weight  of  2501b.  he  deilred 
to  be  carried  back,  which  the  court  granting,  he  was 
brought  again  to  the  bar,  and  pleaded,  not  guilty. 

Richard  Hall.  On  the  24th  of  November  laft,  in  the 
evening,  the  prifoner  came  up  to  me,  and,  holding  a  piftol 
to  my  breaft,  bid  me  difmount.  I  thereupon  gave  him  4s. 
but,  not  fatisfied  with  that,  he  again  repeated,  difmount, 
with  a  damn  ye,  do  not  ftand  trifling  with  me  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  going  to  alight  himfelf,  in  order,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  fearch  me,  which  I  obferving,  while  his  back  was 
towards  me,  I  took  the  opportunity,  and  fuddenly  feized  his 
hand,  and  wrenched  the  piftol  from  him,  and  then  clapping 
it  to  his  breaft,  bid  him  furrender,  which  he  did.  A  dray-man 
coming  by  affifted  me  to  carry  him  to  Highgate,  where  he 
was  fecured.  While  he  was  in  cuftody  there,  he  com¬ 
plained,  that  he  had  very  hard  fortune  in  being  taken  fo  foon, 
he  having  broke  out  of  New-Prifon  but  the  Sunday  be¬ 
fore. 

d  he  prifoner  faid  nothing  in  his  defence,  and  only  infilled 
upon  having  his  deaths  returned.  The  jury  found  him  guilty. 

Death . 


Nathaniel  Halves  was  born  in  Norfolk,  his  father  was  a 
grazier  of  good  repute  in  that  county,  and  one  who  by  bis  in- 
duilry  had  acquired  a  moderate  fortune,  and  was  in  a  fair 
way  to  improve  it,  if  death  had  not  prevented  him.  He 
died  in  the  firfl  year  of  his  fon’s  age,  and  left  him  to  the  care 
of  fome  relations  in  Hertfordihire,  by  whom  he  was  brought 
up,  and  put  apprentice  to  Mr.  Gladwell  Peyton,  an  Upholfterer. 
He  had  not  been  there  long,  before  he  robbed  his  mafter,  for 
which  he  was  apprehended,  and  tried  at  the  Seffions  Houfe  in 
the  Old-Bailey.  To  give  a  juft  account  of  that  fad,  wefhali 
here  infert  both  his  trial  for  the  theft,  and  the  trial  of  John 
Phillips  for  receiving  the  ftolen  goods. 

*  See  the  form  of  this  fentence,  and  the  manner  of  executing  it,  in  the 
*»fe  of  William  Spiggot,  Sc c.  p.  17, 
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OCTOBER,  1720. 

Nathaniel  Hawes ,  of  St.  Clement’s  Danes,  was  inclined  for 
ftealing  feven  yards  and  a  half  of  fattin,  value  18s.  five  yards 
of  mohair,  value  28s.  forty-feven  yards  of  camblet,  value 
61.  13s.  6d.  eight  yards  of  burdet,  and  four  yards  of  ticking, 
in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Jamgs  Gronas,  and  Glad  well  Pey¬ 
ton,  on  the  9th  of  Sept.  1720. 

Mr.  Peyton .  The  prifoner  came  to  me  upon  liking,  in 
order  to  be  bound  apprentice:  he  lived  with  me  three  months, 
and  during  that  time,  I  frequently  miffed  my  goods  of  one  fort 
or  other,  and  at  lafl  I  began  to  make  a  ilri£l  enquiry  after 
them,  upon  which  the  prifoner  went  away  the  next  morning, 
being  Saturday,  and  left  word,  that  he  was  gone  to  another 
mailer.  His  going  away  in  a  fuch  a  manner,  gave  me  a 
great  fufpicion  of  him;  and  what  encreafed  it  was,  my  being 
told,  that  he  was  afterwards  feen  to  be  very  flufh  of  money, 
and  to  appear  in  new  cloaths  and  laced  ruffles.  I  was  in¬ 
formed  too,  that  he  ufed  often  to  go  to  one  Phillips, 
a  piece-broker  ;  upon  which  I  got  a  warrant,  and  fearched 
Phillips’s  houfe,  and  there  I  found  as  much  mohair,  damafk, 
camblets,  and  other  goods  of  mine,  as  were  worth  iol.  14s. 
which  the  prifoner,  as  he  afterwards  comefled,  had  fold  to 
this  Phillips  for  24s.  6d. 

Mr.  Green .  When  I  ferved  the  warrant  on  the  prifoner, 
he  owned,  that  he  Hole  thofe  goods  from  his  mailer,  and  fold 
them  to  the  piece-broker. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  went  to  the  prifoner  in  the  round-houfe, 
and  he  confefTed  to  me  there,  that  he  had  ftolen  thofe  goods 
from  Mr.  Peyton,  and  fold  them  to  Phillips,  who  bid  him 
bring  whatever  he  could  get,  and  he  would  buy  it  of  him. 
He  told  me  the  feveral  particulars  of  the  prices  that  he  fold 
them  for,  which  I  fet  down  from  his  own  mouth,  and  he 
afterwards  figned  his  name  to  the  paper. 

This  Paper  was  read  in  court,  and  the  prifoner  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  fet  his  hand  to  it.  The  jury  found  him 
guilty  to  the  value  of  393.  and  he  was  ordered  for  trans¬ 
portation. 

But  as  a  criminal  convitfl  cannot  be  a  legal  evidence  againfl 
another  perfon,  till  he  has  either  obtained  a  pardon,  or  fatis- 
fied  julfice,  by  undergoing  the  punifhment  appointed  for  his 
offence  ;  acid  as  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  convicted 
Phillips,  except  Hawes  was  made  a  witnefs,  the  order  for 
,  tranfportation 
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tranfportation  was  changed  for  that  of  being  burnt  in  the 
hand,  which  was  executed  in  March  following. 

In  A  P  R  I  L,  1721, 

* John  Phillips  of  St,  Clement’s  Danes,  was  indicted  as  ac- 
ceffary  to  a  felony  ;  for  that  whereas  Nathaniel  Hawes  was 
in  Odfober  laft  indidfed  for  felonioufly  Healing  divers  goods 
in  the  houfe  of  James  Gronas,  and  Glad  well  Peyton,  of 
which  indidfment  he  was  found  guilty  to  the  value  of  39  s. 
he  the  faid  John  Phillips  did  receive  the  fame,  knowing  them 
to  be  ftolen. 

Mr.  Peyton.  Having  feveral  times  milled  my  goods,  and 
made  enquiry  after  them,  I  .was  informed,  that  my  fervant 
Nat.  Hawes,  went  frequently  to  my  neighbour  Phillips’s  fhop 
to  fell  fuch  goods  as  I  dealt  in.  Whereupon  !  got  a  fearch- 
warrant,  and  went  thither.  The  prifoner  refufed  to  let  me 
fearch  till  the  warrant  was  produced,  and  then  upon  examining 
I  found  federal  of  my  goods  there.  The  prifoner  upon  that 
laid  them  together,  and  told  me,  they  were  all  mine,  and 
defired  me  to  be  eafy,  and  not  profecute  him.  He  bought 
fome  things  for  about  30s.  which  coftme  61  He  at  la ff  con- 
feffed,  that  he  had  them  of  Hawes,  though  at  firft  he  faid, 
that  he  bought  the  mohair  half  a  year  before  of  an  old  wo¬ 
man  ;  but  being  told,  that  it  had  not  been  loft  fo  long,  he  then 
faid,  that  it  was  within  three  weeks. 

John  Grxen  and  William  Brown  confirmed  that  part  of 
Mr,  Peyton’s  evid  nee,  which  related  to  finding  the  goods  in 
the  prifoner’s  fhop, 

Nat.  Hawes.  I  had  got  a  habit  of  keeping  of  idle  com¬ 
pany,  and,  wanting  money  one  time,  I  hole  a  few  remnants 
of  my  mailers,  and  carried  them  to  the  prifoner,  who  took 
me  down  into  his  kitchen,  and  bought  them  of  me.  I  car¬ 
ried  goods  to  him  feveral  times  after,  and  he  always  had  me 
into  his  kitchen,  or  into  a  back-room,  and  bolted  the  door, 
and  bid  me  fpeak  foftly,  that  the  people  in  the  {hop  might  not 
hear.  1  fold  him  four  yards  of  mohair,  which  coll  7s,  6d.  for 
half  a  crown  \  a  piece  of  camblet  for  guinea  and  a  half  *  coif 
61.  and  feveral  other  things  at  the  like  rates.  I  reckon  I  fold 
him  in  the  whole,  as  many  goods  as  were  worth  upwards 

*  Here  Hawes  confefTes,  that  he  received  34  s  for  but  part  of  the  goods, 
though  at  firft,  as  appears  in  the  fc  redoing  trial,  he  to!d  his  matter,  that 
he  had  but  14s.  del.  for  the  whole.  A  iign  of  a  bad  memory. 


of 
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of  10  1.  He  gave  fne  encouragement,  by  bidding  me  bring 
what  goods  I  would,  and  he  would  buy  them  of  me.  I  told 
him  where  1  lived,  but  did  not  tell  him  that  they  w.re  my 
maftei’s  foods,  but  my  own. 

The  prifoner  in  his  defence  did  not  deny  that  he  bought 
the  goods,  but  denied  that  he  knew  they  were  ftolen. 

Mary  IVargen.  I  was  the  prifoner’s  fervant,  and  was  al¬ 
ways  in  the  fhop  when  Hawes  came,  and  I  ufed  to  call  my 
matter  down  to  him.  I  heard  him  examine  Hawes,  if  he 
came  honeftly  by  the  goods,  and  Hawes  told  him  yes,  they 
were  his  own.  My  matter  always  bought  them  in  the  fhop, 
and  never  in  the  cellar.  Thofe  goods  (naming  feveral  par¬ 
ticulars)  were  brought  by  Hawes  at  four  or  five  times,  and 
were  all  that  ever  my  matter  bought  of  him.  %  At  the  time 
of  the  fearch,  my  matter  took  down  the  goods  freely,  and  I 
heard  Mr.  Peyton  fay,  that  he  believed  my  matter  came  ho¬ 
neftly  by  them.  Here  Mr.  Peyton  was  called  up  again,  and 
depofed,  that  the  prifoner  did  not  voluntarily  deliver  up  the 
goods,  but  equivocated. 

Mary  Chaplain  and  Richard  Atkinfon  depofed,  that  they 
heard  the  prifoner  examine  Hawes,  whether  he  came  honeftly 
by  the  goods  or  not. 

Several  other  witneffes  gave  the  prifoner  the  chara&er 
of  an  honeft  induftrious  man.  The  jury  found  him  guilty. 
Tranfportation. 

Newgate  makes  but  few  converts.  Hawes,  having  now 
obtained  his  liberty,  was  fo  far  from  reforming  his  manners, 
by  a  juft  reflection  on  the  late  confequences  of  his  vicious 
courfes,  that  he  prefently  took  up  a  refolution  of  collecting 
money  on  the  high- way,  and  the  better  roefFeCt  it,  he  entered 
into  partnerfhip  with  John  James.  Thefe  two  in  company, 
made  fuch  a  clofe  application  to  bufinefs,  that  in  about  a 
fortnight’s  time  they  met  with  no  lefs  than  eighteen  pretty 
good  bargains,  which  made  a  confiderable  advance  in  their 
flock.  Put,  when  they  came  to  fettle  their  accompts,  they 
Qou/d  not  agree  about  dividing  the  profits,  and  fo  the  co- 
partnerfhip  broke  off,  and  each  man  determined  to  deal  on 
his  own  bottom. 

This  quarrel  made  them  jealous  of  one  another ;  and 

*  According  to  this  depofition  of  the  prifoner’s  maid,  it  was  utterly  im- 
pofTible  for  Hawes  to  come  to  his  houfe  at  any  time  but  when  Ihe  was  in  the 
Shop,  or  ever  to  fell  him  any  goods,  or  fo  much  as  fpcak  to  him,  but  in  her 
pretence,  all  which  is  very  likely  to  be  true. 
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Hawes,  imagining  that  James  in  revenge  would  come  m 
and  impeach  him,  was  refolved  to  be  before-hand  with  him, 
and  therefore  immediately  furrendered  himfelf  to  Jonathan 
Wild,  and  made  a  difcovery  of  feveral  robberies  which  he 
and  James  had  been  concerned  in.  James  upon  this  was  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  and  being  tried  for  robbing  Collet  Mawhood, 
in  which  trial  Hawes  was  an  evidence  againft  him,  he  was 
convicted  and  executed. 

Though  the  capitally  convidling  but  one  criminal  faves  the 
life  of  a  felon,  who  comes  in  voluntarily,  and  makes  him¬ 
felf  an  evidence  ;  yet  it  does  not  entitle  him  to  his  liberty. 
Hawes  therefore  was  lent  back  to  New-Prifon,  (for  his  life 
had  been  in  danger  in  Newgate,  the  prifoners  there  have  fuch 
an  averfion  to  evidences)  but  not  liking  his  accommodation, 
he  broke  out  from  thence  with  Will.  Burridge. 

Thefe  two,  for  three  or  four  nights  fueceftively,  com¬ 
mitted  feveral  robberies  on  Hackney-road  ;  the  laft  of  which 
was  an  attack  upon  four  ladies  in  a  coach,  from  whom  they 
took  a  wedding-ring,  two  fnuff-boxes,  and  forty  {hillings. 
The  next  evening  Hawes  fet  out  by  himfelf,  and  commited  the 
fadfc  for  which  he  was  tried  and  condemned,  as  is  related 
above. 

For  fome  time  after  fentence,  he  affected  to  appear  but 
little  concerned  about  the  condition  he  was  in.  He  even 
feemed  emulous  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  from  the  reft  of 
the  prifoners,  by  an  audacious  behaviour,  which  he  miftook 
for  a  greatnefs  of  foul.  But  when  the  dead-warrant  came 
down,  he  difcovered  different  fentiments  :  he  then  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  it  was  not  for  the  fake  of  being  hanged  in  bet¬ 
ter  apparel,  that  he  bore  the  250  lb.  weight  on  his  breaft  for 
feven  minutes,  but  from  a  vain  ambition  of  gaining  the  applaufe 
of  his  fellow-criminals  for  his  courage.  Hefaid  that  heknew 
of  the  robbery  lately  committed  near  Bow,  and  that  a  foot¬ 
man,  who  was  fent  to  the  Compter  on  fufpicion,  was  no 
way  concerned  in  it.  That  he  knew  no  harm  of  the  fon 
of  the  pcrfon  who  keeps  the  Bell  ale-houfe,  in  Newtoner  V 
Lane;  but  defired  him  to  confider  of  the  untimely  end  of 
Nathaniel  Hawes. 

Lie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday  the  2id  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  172 1,  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age. 
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JAMES  S  HAW  and  R IC H  A  R  D  NO  R  TON,  for 

a  Robbery;  and  JAMES  SHAW  (alone)  for  a 

Robbery  and  Murder,  January  172 1-2, 

TAMES  SHA  W,  alias  Smith,  alias  Thomfon,  and  Ri- 
.5  chard  Norton,  alias  Watkins,  wereindicfed  for  affaulting 
Charles  Hungate  on  the  highway,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Pancras, 
and  taking  from  him  a  black  gelding,  value  iol.  and  a  bridle 
and  faddle,  value  5  s.  the  goods  of  Robert  Adams,  and  8  s. 
the  money  of  the  faid  Charles  H  ungate,  on  the  27  th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1721. 

Robert  Adams .  I  lent  my  horfe  with  the  bridle  and  faddle  to 
Mr.  Wolfe,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn  (to  whom  Charles  Hungate  is  a 
fervant  )  I  found  the  bridle  and  faddle  at  the  prifoner  Nor¬ 
ton’s  father’s,  and  my  horfe  in  the  pound.  The  pound-keeper 
told  me,  that  he  found  him  turned  loofe  in  Toth  ill-fields.  As 
foon  as  I  heard  of  the  robbery,  I  fufpecfed  Norton,  becaufe 
he  had  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  had  turned  out 

Charles  Hungate.  Between  fix  and  feven  at  night,  on  the 
27th  of  December,  in  my  return  from  Highgate,  I  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  two  men,  between  that  and  Kentifh-Town.  They 
took  away  the  horfe  I  rode  on,  and  eight  (hillings,  but  I  don’t 
know  who  they  were,  for  it  was  fo  dark,  that  I  could  not 
diftinguifh  their  perfons. 

Richard  Hughs.  I  am  hotller  at  the  Crofs-Keys,  in  St. 
Martin’s-lane.  On  the  Thurfday  after  the  robbery,  Nor¬ 
ton,  the  prifoner,  came  to  our  houfe  w-ith  a  lame  horfe,  which 
he  faid  belonged  to  a  gentleman  in  Weftminfter.  The  horfe 
had  loft  one  of  his  hind  (hoes,  and  he  left  orders  for  us  to 
give  him  fome  corn,  and  to  fhoe  both  his  hind  feet  ;  and  he 
faid,  that  either  himfeif,  or  the  gentleman,  would  fetch  him 
away  the  next  morning.  At  night  he  came  again,  and  bid 
us  fhoe  his  fore-feet ;  but  he  came  no  more  till  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  then  he  was  in  fuch  a  hurry,  that  he  would  not  (fay 
till  the  horfe  was  d relied  :  I  afterwards  faw  the  fame  horfe  in 
Mr.  Adams's  {fables. 

Norton .  I  had  orders  from  this  gentleman  to  carry  the  horfe 
jthither. 

Court.  What,  the  prifoner  Shaw  !  was  he  the  gentleman 
that  gave  you  orders  ? 

Nr  ton.  Yes. 

Shaw.  No,  it  was  not  me,  for  I  was  tfrn  in  the  country. 

*  To  turn-out,  is  a  cant  term,  for  going  to  rob  or  tkai. 

I  Julfice 
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Jufrice  Blackerby.  Norton  told  me  at  ftrft,  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  gave  him  orders  was  a  ftranger  to  him  ;  but  being 
afked,  if  he  had  never  been  an  accomplice  with  any  one,  he  at 
laft  owned,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  Shaw,  and  that  Shaw 
was  with  him  when  he  turned  the  horfe  loofe. 

£  izabeth  White .  I  went  to  Watkins’s  houfe.  Watkins  is 
Norton’s  father-in-law,  and,  .while  I  was  there,  Shaw  was 
{landing  by  the  fire-,  and  homebody  faid,  that  Norton  was 
taken  up.  64  Aye/’  fays  Shaw,  “  he’s  taken  up  for  turning 
my  horfe  loofe  and  with  that  he  went  out  immediately. 

— —  Crawly.  1  am  boftler  at  the  Biue-Boar’s-head,  in 
King-ftreet,  Wefttninfter.  Between  feven  and  eight  on  Sa¬ 
turday  night,  not  long  after  Chriftrnas,  Watkins,  alias  Nor¬ 
ton,  brought  a  horfe  to  our  inn,  and  ordered  him  to  be  ready 
by  five  o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  and  then,  he  and  Shaw 
came  together.  Shaw  brought  a  mare  with  him,  and,  the 
horfe  not  being  dreffed,  he  faid,  6'  Hoftler,  we  are  in  hafie, 
lend  me  your  curry  comb,  and  I  will  drefs  him  myfelf,  for  I 
am  ufed  to  it;”  and  when  he  had  done,  they  both  mounted, 
and  rode  away  together.  I  afterwards  faw  the  fame  horfe  in 
Mr.  Adams’s  (table. 

John  Davis ,  Beadle.  I  took  Shaw,  laft  Thurfday,  and  up¬ 
on  learching  him,  I  found,  in  one  of  his  waTcoat  pockets, 
a  piftol  ready  primed,  and  loaded  with  a  brace  of  bullets,  and 
in  the  other  a  mafic,  a  flint,  fome  bullets,  and  loofe  powder. 

Francis  Key.  Mv  father  is  the  pound-keeper.  I  found  the 
horfe  loofe  in  Tothill- fields,  and  met  Norton  with  a  faddle  un¬ 
der  his  great-coat.  I  afked  him  where  he  got  that  faddle? 
and  he  faid,  he  had  been  at  Chelfea  to  fetch  it  for  a  gentleman. 

Shaw.  It  dignifies  nothing  for  me  to  give  the  court  any  fur¬ 
ther  trouble.  Norton  is  innocent.  I  ordered  him  to  carry 
the  horfe  to  the  two  inns,  and  afterwards  t®  turn  him  loofe; 
and  it  was  I  and  another  man  that  committed  this  robbery. 

Court .  A  prifoner’s  confeffion  will  affect  bimfelf ;  but 
whatever  he  fays,  for  or  againft  another,  is  of  no  weight. 
The  jury  will  only  regard  evidence.  If  Norton  has  any  wit- 
jieffes,  either  to  the  fact,  or  his charadter,  let  them  be  called. 

George  Doutney.  The  prifoner,  Norton,  lived  in  my  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  he  was  a  rude,  roguifh  boy,  and  given  to  play  ; 
but  I  never  knew  that  he  was  difhoneft. 

Court.  How  comtg  he  tp  go  by  two  names  ? 

Doutney.  His  own  father’s  name  was  Norton,  but  his  mo¬ 
ther  married  a  fecond  hufband,  whofe  name  is  Watkins,  and 
this  Watkins  is  a  bailiff,  and  the  prifoner  was  his  fetter,  and 
fo  fome  people  called  him  by  his  father-in-law’s  name. 

Juftice 
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Jufticfi  Blackerby  Watkins’s  houfe  is  a  harbour  for  thieves, 
whores,  pimps,  bawds,  and  procurers. 

The  jury  acquitted  Norton,  and  found  Shaw  guilty.  Death * 

James  Shazv  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  for  affaulting  Philip 
Potts,  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  filver  hiked  {word,  value  3  1.  and  a  filver  watch,  va¬ 
lue  5  1.  on  the  24th  of  June,  1721. 

He  was  a  third  time  indidted  for  the  murder  of  Philip  Potts, 
by  giving  him,  with  a  wooden  kufF,  one  mortal  bruife  on  the 
forehead,  near  the  left  eye,  on  the  24th  of  June  laft,  of  which 
mortal  bruiie  he  languifhed  till  the  26th  of  the  fame  month, 
and  then  died. 

He  was  a  fourth  time  indiRed,  on  the  coror.er’s  inquek, 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Ifaac  Drew.  land  James  Reading,  and  the  prifoner,  com¬ 
mitted  this  robbery  near  the  Tile-kilns,  at  Pancras,  between 
io'and  11  on  Saturday  night.  The  prifoner  knocked  the  de- 
ceafed  off  his  horfe  with  a  kaff.  He  made  fome  refinance, 
but  we  got  him  under  us,  and  then  robbed  him.  Reading 
took  his  fword,  and  kruck  at  him  with  his  kafr.  The  deceafed 
bled  at  the  head,  and  we  left  him  in  that  condition,  lying 
upon  the  ground. 

Prijoner.  Drew  only  fwears  this  for  the  fake  of  the  140  I. 
reward  ;  and  he  has  been  proved  perjured  in  this  court  before, 
and  therefore  it  is  hard  that  his  oath  ihould  be  taken  now. 
I  own,  I  have  been  in  feveral  robberies  with  him  and  Read¬ 
ing  ;  but  never  was  concerned  with  them  in  this,  or  any 
other  robbery,  near  Panbras. 

Peter  Green.  Somebody  came  to  my  mikrefs  Towers’s 
houfe,  and  told  us,  that  a  gentleman  was  robbed  ;  upon  which 
my  mikrefs  defired  me  to  go  and  meet  my  maker,  who  was 
gone  out,  and  fo  I  and  John  Pritchard  went,  and  we  mectlje 
deceafed,  who  faid  he  had  been  robbed,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  off,  by  three  men,  who  took  his  fword  and  watch  ;  and 
tb  i t  the  leak  of  the  three  knocked  him  off  his  horfe.  He  was 
in  "a  very  bad  condition,  and  we  helped  him  along  ;  but,  be¬ 
fore  we  could  get  him  to  the  Pindar  of  Wakekeld,  he  was 
taken  fpeechlefs,  and  dropped  down  in  the  path,  and  then 
Pritchard  carried  him  on  his  back  to  the  ale-houfe,  and  there  a 
furgeon  took  out  a  piece  of  his  fkull,  and  I  faw  his  brains. 

John  Pritchard  1  was  at  Towers’s  houfe  with  Peter  Green, 
when  Mrs.  Towers  defired  me  to  go  and  meet  her  hufband. 
We  met  the  deceafed  ;  his  head  was  all  bloody,  and  he  wiped 
it  under  his  hat  with  his  handkerchief.  When  he  came  to 

1  2  Battle- 
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Battle-bridge,  he  cried,  C4  Lord  have  mercy  on  my  foul ;  I 
can  go  no  farther  ;”  and  then  he  fell  down,  and  fpoke  no 
more.  I  took  him  on  my  back,  and  carried  him  to  the  Pin¬ 
dar  of  Wakefield.  This  was  on  Saturday  night,  and  he  died 
on  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  Moore ,  furgeon.  I  was  fent  for  to  thedeceafed.  He 
had  a  wound  on  the  right-lide  of  his  fore-head,  but  that  was 
not  mortal;  but  on  the  left-fide  I  found  a  large  contufion 
from  a  blow,  which  was  the  caufe  of  his  death.  The  fkull 
was  not  broke  with  the  blow,  but  it  was  trepanned.  He  had 
feveral  other  wounds  and  bruifes. 

Jonathan  Wild.  After  Mr.  Potts’s  death,  on  William  Bur- 
ridge’s  information,  I  took  James  Reading,  and  he  impeach¬ 
ed  Ifaac  Drew,  the  drover,  and  the  prifoner  Shaw,  for  this 
robbery  and  murder,  in  hopes  of  being  admitted  an  evidence 
againft  them  ;  but  he  was  difappointed  by  Burridge’s  being 
nrfede  an  evidence  againft  him,  for  robbing  Mr.  BrGwnfwortb. 
However,  I  took  Ifaac  Drew,  and  John  Dykes,  together  in 
Holborn,  and  each  of  thefe  offered  to  be  an  evidence  againft 
the  other,  but  Drew  fucceeded,  and  Dykes  was  convicted  on 
his  evidence.  The  prifoner  Shaw  being  apprehended  for 
robbing  Mr.  Hungate,  he  thought  likewife  to  fave  himfelfby 
impeaching  Drew ;  but  Drew,  going  firft  before  the  juftice, 
impeached  Shaw  :  6<  for,  fays  he,  there’s  no  other  remedy, 

and  if  1  do  not  leave  off  this  trade,  I  (hall  come  to  he  hanged/* 

Conjlable.  When  Shaw  was  tak:n  he  faid,  he  was  a  dead 
man.  I  afked  him,  if  he  could  not  lave  himfelf  by  being  an  evi¬ 
dence  ?  and  he  anfwered,  “  No,  Long  Ifaac  has  fworn  againft 
me  already,  and  I  know  he  will  hang  me.” 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  all  the  indictments.  Death. 

James  Shaw  wras  condemned  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age. 
His  parents  fent  him  to  fchool  when  he  was  joung  ;  but,  hav¬ 
ing  no  inclination  to  learning,  he  made  but  little  improve¬ 
ment  ;  nor  would  he  continue  long  at  any  trade,  though  he 
was  tried  at  feveral,  one  of  which  was  that  of  a  gun  lock-ma¬ 
ker.  He  would  not  own,  however,  that  he  was  naturally  of 
a  vicious  difpoiition,  but  that  his  ill  condudl  and  misfortunes 
were  all  owing  to  his  wife  ;  for  that,  when  he  was  firft  mar¬ 
ried  to  her,  he  was  very  induftrious,  and  conftantly  carried 
home  nine  (hillings  a  week;  but  ftill,  when  he  returned  wea¬ 
ry  from  work,  he  could  never  find  her  at  home,  and  fhe  nei¬ 
ther  took  care  of  him,  nor  of  any  thing  elfe,  but  let  every 
thing  run  to  ruin,  which  made  him  refolve  to  work  no  longer 
to  lb  little  purpofe.  He  faid  too,  that  the  child  fhe  had  wTas 
none  of  his ;  and*  in  a  word,  that  her  behaviour  had  been 

fuch. 
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fuch,  that  he  heartily  hated  her.  And  though  the  ordinary 
allured  him,  that  he  would  be  forgiven,  if  he  forgave  others, 
and  threatened  him  with  hell-fire,  if  he  did  not,  yet  it  all  fig- 
nified  nothing,  there  was  no  abatement  in  his  enmity  co  his 
wife,  he  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  her,  and  to  hear  her  fpeak, 
was  to  him  infupporta'ole  1 

However,  he  faid,  he  did  all  he  could  to  obtain  God’s  par¬ 
don,  for  the  many  robberies  he  had  been  guilty  of.  That 
mod  of  thefe  he  had  committed  betwixt  London  and  Hamp- 
fiead,  upon  fuch  who  went  to,  or  returned  from  the  Wells, 
or  Belfize,  and  that  the  foldiers  gave  him  and  his  ac¬ 
complices  but  little  difiurbance.  That  he  had  fometimes 
taken  fixty  or  eighty  pounds  at  a  time.  That  he  had  often 
robbed  on  Hampftead-heath,  and  Finchley-common,  both  on 
horfeback  and  on  foot.  But  that  the  mod:  cruelty  was  com¬ 
mitted  in  foot-robberies,  and  efpecially  if  the  perfon  they 
robbed  was  on  horfeback,  in  which  cafe  murder  fometimes 
enfued  ;  for  they  thought  the  fureft  way  to  efcape  from  a 
horfeman,  was  to  knock  him  off,  and  then  either  to  bind  or 
difable  him,  to  prevent  his  purfuit. 

And  yet  he  denied  that  he  was  any  way  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Potts,  or  that  in  any  of  his  robberies  he  ever 
ufed  violence  to  any  man,  except  to  one  who  lives  at  Iflington, 
whom  he  and  his  accomplices  robbed  near  the  place  where  the 
men  hang  in  chains  at  Holloway,  and  that  then  he  only  gave 
that  man  a  flap  on  the  face  after  he  had  bauled  out  rogues  ! 
highway-men!  and  murder!  for  a  long  time,  before  any 
body  touched  him,  and  this  he  infifted  on  for  fome  time  ;  but 
at  laft  he  owned  he  knew  of  the  murder,  and  gave  fuch  a 
very  particular  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  coni' 
mitted,  as  amounted  to  a  confefiion  that  he  was  prefent. 

But,  in  order  to  convince  the  chaplain  of  Newgate,  that 
he  was  not  fo  great  a  reprobate  as  fome  might  imagine,  he 
faid,  it  was  his  firm  opinion,  that  it  was  a  much  greater 
fin  to  rob  a  poor  man,  or  the  church  of  God,  than  thofe  who 
would  have  fpent  the  money  he  took  from  them  in  gaiety  and 
luxury,  or  thofe  who  perhaps  had  unjufily  acquired  it  by  ga¬ 
ming.  What  a  confcientious  foot-pad  and  murderer  was  this  ! 
how  great  his  companion  for  the  poor  and  diftreffed  !  how  ex¬ 
traordinary  hisjuftice  in  punifhing  evil-doers,  and  his  care  in 
preventing  the  rich  from  making  an  ill  ufe  of  their  money  ! 
and,  above  all,  what  a  pious  regard  does  he  (hew  for  the 
church  of  God  !  and  yet  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  any  of 
his  robberies  he  gave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  enquiring  into 
thefe  particulars.  Did  he  take  it  for  granted,  that  Providence 

would 
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would  fufter  none  but  the  rich  and  the  wicked  to  fall  into  his 
hands  ?- 

He  faid,  that  he  never  knew  any  thing  that  touched  him  to 
the  heart,  but  the  death  of  William  Barton,  *  (who  was 
executed  in  May  lafl,  for  robbing  the  lord  vifeount  Lifburn 
on  the  highway)  for  that  he  himfelf  was  concerned  in  that 
robbery,  and  ought  to  have  died  for  it :  and  that  he  could  not, 
when  Barton  died,  keep  out  of  his  mind  that  he  fhould 
quickly  follow  him  in  the  fame  manner. 

And  he  was  not  miftaken,  for  he  made  his  exit  at  Tyburn, 
on  Thurfday  the  Sth  of  February,  i  721-2. 
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JOHN  S  M I TH,  of  St.  Botolph,  without  Aldgate, 
was  indited  for  the  murder  of  Matthew  Walden,  by  giv¬ 
ing  him  one  mortal  wound  of  the  length  of  one  inch,  and 
depth  of  three  inches,  by  difebarging  a  pifiol  loaded  with  pow¬ 
der  and  bullets,  on  the  22d  of  November  laft,  of  which  mor¬ 
tal  wound  he  inflantly  died.  He  was  a  fecond  timeindicled  on 
the  coroner’s  inqueft  for  the  faid  murder. 

Heft  er  Walker.  I  keep  the  town  of  Lynn  alehoufe,  at  the 
Hermitage.  /Tout  ten  at  night  the  prifoner  came  in,  fat 
down  at  an  open  table  by  the  fire  in  the  fore  room,  and  call¬ 
ed  for  a  pint  of  beer.  I  drew  it  for  f  im,  and  then  carried  him 
a  candle  ;  he  faid  he  wanted  no  light,  but  I  fat  it  by  him,  and, 
going  into  another  room,  I  heard  a  noife  like  the  throwing  of 
a  candleftick.  I  was  a  little  furprized,  and  returned  prefently 
to  know  what  was  the  matter,  when  I  faw  the  prifoner  going 
out  at  the  door,  putting  his  hand  in  his  bofom,  upon  which,  1 
cried  out  murder  !  44 

Court.  For  what  reafon  ? 

H.  W.  A  woman  who  fat  by  the  fire  told  me,  file  fa v/  him 
have  a  piftoh 

Court.  But  had  you  any  ground  to  believe  that  he  intended 
to  do  mifehief  with  it  ? 

H,  TV.  I  was  afraid  of  it ;  becaufe  he  had  formerly  kept 
company  with  Sarah  Thompfon  (who  fold  oyfters  at  my  door) 
and  had  (old  her,  if  ever  file  married  he  would  fhoot  her.  Now 
fhe  was  newly  married,  and  file  and  her  hufbanil  were  in  the 
room  when  he  was  going  out.  Upon  my  crying  murder,  he 
ran  from  the  door,  and  the  deceafed  followed  him.  I  went 
out  with  a  candle,  and  did  not  go  above  twelve  yards  before  I 

#  Barton  was  convisfted  in  April,  17 zi.  See  his  trial  p.  28. 
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faw  the  flafh  of  a  piflol,  and  heard  it  go  off,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  deceafed  tell  down. 

Sarah  Tbompfon .  Between  q  and  io  at  night,  as  I  was  fit¬ 
ting  at  Mrs.  Walker’s  door  with  ovflers,  the  prifoner  went  in. 

1  had  a  mind  to  fee  him,  becaufe  we  had  been  pretty  intimate 
together  formerly,  and  I  had  not  feen  him  a  long  time,  and  fo 
went  in,  and,  as  I  pall  by  him,  1  faid, 1,4  how  do  ye  do  John  ?” 

O  !”  fays  he,  e-  are  you  married  ?  1  wifh  you  much  joy, 
and  be  damned  to  ye.”  And  with  that  he  took  fomething  out 
of  his  boforn,  1  know  not  what  it  was,  hut  pref  ntly,  as  I 
was  going  into  the  Kitchen,  a  candied:  ic  at  me;  Mrs. 

W  alker  cried  murder !  and  he  ran  into  the  flreet. 

Elizabeth  D  mjion.  I  was  at  Mrs.  Walker’s  when  the  pri¬ 
foner  came  in.  He  called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  and  began  to 
talk  with  me  and  fome  others,  when  Sarah  Tbompfon  came 
by,  and  afked  him  how  he  did.  He  wifiied  her  much  joy* 
and  cla'pt  his  hand  to  his  boforn  ;  I  was  afraid  of  mifchief,  and 
pufhed  her  into  the  kitchen,  and  thenl  heard  a  candleflick 
thrown.  Mrs.  Walker  cried  murder  !  he  wTent  out,  and  I 
heard  a  piflol  go  off. 

Robert  We  d L  watchman.  I  heard  a  cry  of  murder  !  and 

J  j 

faw  the  prifoner  run,  I  endeavoured  to  flop  him,  but  he  got 
loofe.  The  deceafed  came  out  of  Walker’s  houfe,  and  over¬ 
took  me.  I  followed,  and  about  bxty  yards  from  Walker’s 
houfe  the  piflol  was  fired,  when  prehntly  the  deceafed  ciapt 
his  hand  on  the  wound,  and  faid,  44  Lord  havemircy  upon 
me,  he  has  fhot  me  !” 

Court .  Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  fire  the  piflol  ? 

R.  W.  I  cannot  fay  that ;  but  when  I  was  iq  Walker’s 
houfe  a  little  before,  I  faw  a  piflol  in  the  prifoner  s  boforn ; 
J  lighted  the  deceafed  to  his  lodging,  where  he  fell  down,  and 
died  before  the  furgeon  camd;  The  prifoner  efcaped, 

W.  Tbompfon .  The  prifoner  came  to  Walker’s,  called 
for  beer,  and  paid  for  it  before  it  was  brought.  He  afked  me 
if  I  would  drink  with  him,  but  I  faid,  44  No,  1  have  not 
long  to  flay.”  My  wife,  Sarah  Thompfon,  coming  by,  fhc 
afked  him  how  he  did,  and  he  anfwered,  44  X  e  bitch,  1’il 
(hoot  you  through  the  body  this  minute.”  Upon  which,  Mrs. 
"Walker  cried  murder  !  he  ran  out,  the  deceafed  after  him, 
and  I  after  the  deceafed  ;  1  followed  the  prifoner  fo  ciofe  that 
once  I  touched  His  piflol  with  my  hand,  and  the  watchman 
got  before  and  flood  a-crofs  the  kennel  to  flop  him  ;  the  pnfo- 
ner  then  turned  about,  and  I  faw  him  fire  the  piflol,  upon 
which  the  deceafed  fell.,  arid  I  catched  him  in  my  arms. 

R .  Weel 
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R.  Weed  again.  I  did  not  fee  any  body  near  the  prifoner 
but  the  deceafed. 

Prifoner.  I  had  formerly  courted  Sarah  Thompfon,  and 
was  juft  landed  from  Gravefend,  when  I  went  into  Walker’s, 
where  1  heard  {he  was  married.  Upon  which,  I  faid  to  thole 
that  told  me,  if  fhe  is  married  let  her  go,  for  I  have  no  more  to 
fay  to  her  and  fo  I  went  out  again,  and,  as  to  what  Wil¬ 
liam  Thompfon  has  fworn,  it’s  all  out  of  malice,  becaufe  he 
has  married  her,  and  Wants  to  get  rid  of  me. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

When  John  Smith  received  fentence  of  death,  he  was  about 
forty  years  old.  He  was  bred  to  the  fea,  had  ferved  in  mo  ft 
of  Queen  Ann’s  wars  againft  the  French  $  he  was  likewife 
engaged  in  the  fea-fight  with  the  Spaniards,  near  Meftina,  in 
Sicily,  where  the  Spanifh  fleet  was  broken  and  difperfed  ;  but 
being  lately  too  much  on  fhore  (which  was  always  his  aver- 
fion)  he  turned  his  hand  to  pilfering,  not  fo  much  for  the 
fake  of  what  he  could  fteal,  but  oniy,  as  he  faid,  for  want 
of  other  employment.  How  rarely  do  we  thus  meet  with  in- 
duftry  without  a  view  of  felfintereft  ! 

But  he  had  not  followed  this  trade  long,  before  a  friend  of 
his,  one  Woolford,  who  carried  on  the  fame  bufinefs,  was 
condemned  to  be  hanged  for  being  over  diligent  in  his  calling. 
Srrjith  was  alarmed  at  this,  and  begun  to  fear,  that  if  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  way  of  dealing,  he  fhould  meet  with  the  fame 
misfortune  ;  and  therefore  he  concluded  it  would  be  the  wifeft 
way  to  leave  it  off  in  time,  and  take  fome  other  courfe  of 
life.  And,  that  this  reflection  might  have  the  ftronger  im- 
preflion  on  his  mind,  he  attended  his  friend  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  there  meeting  with  his  friend’s  wife  (who  had 
likewife  been  wife  to  one  Lowder,  who  was  hanged  in  chains 
at  Holloway)  he  took  her  home  to  his  own  bed.  One  would 
imagine  that  the  daily  fight  of  a  woman,  who  had  had  two 
hufbands  hanged,  muff  certainly  keep  the  danger  of  a  halter 
frefh  in  his  memory  ;  and  yet  he  foj  mortally  hated  idlenefs, 
that  he  would  ftill  be  doing# 

When  he  came  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  appeared  un¬ 
daunted  at  the  near  approach  of  death.  He  confefled  the 
crime  for  which  he  was  condemned  to  Offer,  delivered  a  pa¬ 
per  to  the  ordinary,  and  then  left  the  world  with  this  advice 
to  the  fpeCfators : 

Take  warning  by  me,  and  beware  how  you  liften  to  the 
tongues  of  women  ! 


The 


JOHN  SMITH,  for  Murder. 


73 


The  Copy  of  JOHN  SMITH’S  Paper. 

J  Was  bom  of  honeft  parents,  bred  to  the  fea,  and  lived 

honefl  till  [  was  led  slide  by  lewd  women.  I  then  robbed 
on  (hips,  and  never  robbed  on  (hore.  I  had  no  dehgn  to  kill 
the  woman  who  jilted  me,  and  left  me  for  another  man,  but 
only  to  terrify  her,  for  1  could  have  fhot  her  when  the  loaded 
pifiol  was  at  her  bread  ;  but  I  curbed  my  pafiion,  and  only 
threw  a  candieflick  at  her.  I  confefs  my  cruelty  towards  my 
wife,  who  is  a  woman  too  good  for  me  ;  but  l  was  at  firft 
forced  to  forfake  her  for  debt,  2nd  go  to  fea.  1  hope  in  God 
none  will  refle^l  on  her,  or  my  poor  innocent  children,  who 
could  not  help  my  fad  paffion,  and  more  fad  death. 

Written  by  me, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

From  what  was  faid  at  his  trial,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that 
his  keeping  company  with  the  oyfter-woman  was  with  a  defign 
to  marry  her;  but  here  it  appears  in  a  different  light  ;  for  he 
owns  he  had  a  wife  and  children,  and  ’tts  therefore  with  an  ill 
grace  that  he  charges  her  with  jilting  him.  He  would  make  a 
merit  of  not  killing  her,  when  it  was  in  his  power,  and  pre¬ 
tends  he  had  no  other  dehgn  than  to  frighten  her :  but  was  it 
neceffary  to  load  a  piftol  for  that  ?  would  not  an  uncharged 
piftol  have  anfwered  his  purpofe  as  well  ?  Is  there  no  room 
then  to  fufpeCt  that  his  firft  intention  was  to  (hoot  her,  though 
upon  fecond  thoughts  he  did  not  execute  it?  ’Tis  true,  it  was 
in  his  power  to  have  killed  her  in  the  houfe  ;  but  could  he  hope 
to  efcape  ?  could  he  think  the  company  there  would  let  him  go 
away  quietly  after  fuch  an  action? — By  no  means. — — And 
would  not  a  confideration  of  this  weight  be  a  fufncient  motive 
to  change  his  firft  purpofe  ?  ’  Fis  not  abfurd  to  think  it  would, 
and  ccnfequently  that  a  regard  for  his  own  life  was  the  meant 
of  preferying  her’s. 

1  obferve  one  thing  more  in  this  paper  of  his.  He  fays,  he 
never  robbed  on  fhore.  This  is  contradictory  to  the  narra¬ 
tive  above,  the  fubftance  of  which  is  taken  from  the  account 
given  by  the  ordinary  of  Newgate.  The  ordinary’s  words 

are  thefe  : - “  He  faid  his  life  had  not  been  the  life  of  a 

robber,  but,  being  of  late  too  much  on  fhore,  which  was  al¬ 
ways  hateful  and  uneafy  to  him,  he  could  not  find  any  way 
of  (pending  his  time,  but  had  been  guilty  of  pilfering  and  deal- 
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ing,  as  much  through  want  of  bufinefs  and  employment,  as 
oiherwife.” 

John  Smith  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Thurfday,  Ftb. 
8,  1721-2. 


The  Second  Trial  of  BUTLER  F  O  X,  for  a  Robbery^ 

January  1721-2. 

T>UTLFR  FOX  was  indidfed  for  a  (Faulting  John  Gunn 
on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  filk  pude,  value  2s.  6d.  and  4s.  6d.  in  money,  on 
the  2ad  of  September  laft. 

John  Gunn .  The  Ciffeter  [Cirencefler]  dage-coach  took 
me  up  at  the  Bear,  in  Piccadilly,  on  the  2d  of  September,  a 
little  after  twelve  in  the  morning.  As  I  was  afraid  of  being 
robbed,  I  took  no  more  than  4s.  and  6d.  with  me  ,  but  I  tied 
it  up  in  a  preen  illk  purfe,  that  if  1  fhould  happen  to  meet 
with  any  highwaymen,  they  might  think  there  was  gold  in  it, 
and  fb  treat  me  with  more  civility.  When  we  came  to 
Knighifbridge,  the  coach  was  flopped  by  two  men  on  horfe- 
back.  One  of  the  m  came  to  me  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
coach,  and  fwore,  G — d  d— n  ye,  deliver  quickly,  or  I’ll 
fire  among  ye.  1  gave  him  my  purfe,  he  afked  what  was  in 
it,  and  I  laid  half  a  guinea,  and  three  or  four  (hillings.  He 
did  not  offer  to  fearch  me,  but  when  he  had  got  my  money, 
he  faid  to  his  companion,  let’s  go.  His  companion  anfwered, 
no,  not  yet.  It  was  a  little  moon -light,  but  I  could  not 
plainly  fee  who  they  were,  only  I  obferved,  that  he  who  rob¬ 
bed  me,  rode  on  a  black  horfe  with  a  wHitifh  bridle. 

Mr.  Ditton.  I  was  in  the  coach  at  the  fame  time.  It  was 
between  twelve  and  one  in  the  morning.  There  were  two 
highwaymen  in  difguife,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  coach,  they 
prefented  their  piflols,  and  demanded  our  money.  One  of 
them  robbed  me  of  113.  6d.  and  a  (led  cork-fcrew. 

Will.  Hawkins.  The  prifoner  and  I  committed  this  rob¬ 
bery.  He  hired  a  large  black  gelding  of  Mr.  Norris,  at  Finf- 
bury,  and  I  borrowed  a  bay  mare  of  Mr.  Carter,  at  London- 
Wall.  We  had  agreed  to  rob  the  Ciffeter  coach  ;  we  met  in 
Moornelds,  and  went  to  the  inn  where  the  coach  goes  from, 
to  fee  what  paffengers  went  in  it ;  we  faw  only  three  there, 
but  heard  that  the  coach  was  to  take  up  more  company  at  the 
Bear-inn,  in  Piccadilly ;  we  went  thither,  and  faw  Mr.  Gunn 
and  two  women  go  into  the  coach,  which  then  drove  away, 
/  ’  ’  and 
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and  we  followed  and  {lopped  it  at  Knightfbridge,  we  took 
/Vom  the  paffengers  a  cork-fcrew,  a  green  filk  purfe,  with  4s. 
6d.  in  it,  and  about  20s.  more,  in  all.  This  was  on  the  2d 
of  September,  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  morning.  Then 
vVe  rid  by  Chelfea,  and  fo  came  into  the  Strand,  and  there  he 
carried  me  to  a  night-cellar,  that  is  kept  by  one  of  his  ac^ 
cjuaintance — the  man’s  name  is  Lupton.  We  {laid  there  till 
between  two  and  three,  and  went  thence  to  Mount-mill,  ac 
the  end  of  Gofwel-flreet,  where  we  vVaited  for  the  Hunting- 
ton  coach.  When  we  came  up,  we  robbed  Sir  Edward  Law¬ 
rence  of  his  portmanteau,  which  I  carried  to  Mr.  Carter’s,  at 
London-wall,  and  theprifoner  took  care  of  the  horfes.  I  had 
not  been  long  at  Carter’s,  before  the  prifoner  followed  me,  I 
afked  him  where  he  had  put  up  my  mare,  ho  told  me  at  Nor¬ 
ris’s,  D  —  n  ye  for  a  fool,  fays  I,  the  mare’s  as  well  known 
there  as  I  am,  go  arid  fetch  her  away  direHly  ;  and  fo  he  went 
and  brought  the  mare  to  Carter’s.  As  we  went  through  Gof- 
well-'flreet,  towards  Mdunt-mill,  we  met  Richard  Portinger. 

R .  Portinger .  I  being  under  trouble,  was  going  along  Gof- 
well-flreet,  about  three  in  the  morning,  on  the  2d  of  SepA 
tember,  and  there  I  met  Hawkins  and  the  prifoner  on  horle- 
back,  Hawkins  was  on  a  Ray  ibare,  and  the  prifoner  on  a 
black  horfe.  Returning  about  fix,  I  heard  the  Huntington 
coach  had  been  robbed,  upon  which  I  went  to  Carter’s,  and 
called  my  friend  Fox  out,  and  faid,  I  hoped  he  was  not  con^ 
cerned  in  that  robbery,  and  he  told  me  no.  And  foon  after 
that,  1  was  arreted. 

Norris.  On  the  firfl  of  September  the  prifoner  hired  a  black 
horfe  of  me  to  go,  as  he  faid,  to  Croydon,  for  liis  matter,  the 
bridle  was  white,  but  a  little  dirty.  About  four  next  morn¬ 
ing  he  brought  the  horfe  home,  and  a  mare  with  him.  I  afked 
him  why  he  kept  the  horfe  fo  long,  arid  he  faid  his  mafler  got 
fuddled,  and  fell  a-fleep,  and  he  was  forced  to  {lay  till  his 
nap  was  out.  The  prifoner  then  went  away,  hut  in  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  he  returned  and  took  the  mare  with  him. 

Carter.  Hawkins  borrowed  my  mare  to  go  and  fee  his  mo¬ 
ther,  as  he  told  me.  And  about  four  next  morning  he  came 
home,  and  the  prifoner  came  in  foon  after.  Hawkins  afked 
him  where  the  mare  was,  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  fet  her 
bp  at  Norris’s:  d — n  ye,  fays  Hawkins,  (lie  is  as  well  known 
there  as  I  am,  go  and  fetch  her  hither,  which  theprifoner  did. 

Robert  Lupton.  Hawkins  and  the  prifoner  called  at  my 
night-cellar  in  the  Strand,  I  afked  the  prifoner  how  he  came 
to  be  out  fo  late  ?  He  faid  he  had  been  at  my  lord  Hallifax’s. 

K  2  And 
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And  where  are  ypur  horfes  ?  fays  I,  why,  fays  he,  at  the 
door,  there  is  one  a  holding;  them. 

Court .  When  was  this? 

Lupton .  About  four  months  ago,  but  I  am  not  certain  to 
the  time.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  nffht. 

o 

.  'Jonathan  Wild.  When  I  went  to  take  the  prifoner  he 
fwore  he  would  not  go  with  me  ;  but  I  told  him,  if  he  offered 
to  refill,  I  would  {hoot  him,  upon  which  he  furrendered, 
and  his  wife  faid,  aye,  ye  rogue,  this  is  your  friend  Hawkins's 
doings  ! 

Prifoner.  I  hired  the  horfe  at  Norris’s  to  go  to  ChingL 
ford,  over  Epping-forell,  about  Portinger's  bufmefs.  As 
I  was  coming,  back,  I  met  with  Hawkins,  and  it  being  very 
early  in  the  morning,  1  was  unwilling  to  knock  Norris  up  fa 
foon,  and  I  having  a  countryman,  Mr.  Lupton,  who  keeps 
a  night-cellar,  in  the  Strand,  we  went  thither,  and  from 
thence  I  went  with  the  horfes  to  Mr/Norris’s. 

Portinger.  The  prifpner  did  hire  a  \$or(e  to  fetch  fome 
money  for  me,  I  cannot  be  exadl  as  to  the  time,  but  it  was 
after  1  met  him  in  Gofwell-ftreet,  for  I  was  then  at  large,  and 
he  was  not  about  my  bufmefs..  He  did  not.  go  till  after  I  was 
arreded. 

Prifcnera  When  Hawkins  was  committed  to  the  Compter 
he  fent  for  me,  but  I  not  going,  he  came  to  my  houie,  after 

he  got  out,  and  fwore  he  would  be  even  with  me  :  d~ - n 

it.  fays  he,  it  has  been  my  turn  now,  but  it  -{hill  be  yours 
next,  and  he  has  bore  me  a  grudge  ever  fince. 

Mr.  * - -  The  prifoner  was  my  apprentice,  and  he 

ferved  his  time  faithfully,  and  afterwards  he  lived  with  me 
two  years  as  a  journeyman,  from  June  1717,  to  June  1719^ 
my  bufmefs  is  that  of  a  calendar.  I  gave  him  five  pounds  a 
year  extraordinary,  by  reafon  of  his  iftduiiry,  honefly,  and 
good  behaviour  ;  but  his  family  increafing,  1  recommended 
him  to  be  a  porter  in  Milk direct,  and,  while  he  followed 
that  employ,  he  lived  next  door  to  me,  and  my  work  often 
coming  in  late  at  night,  and  being  to  go  out  early  the  next 
day,  I  have  frequently  called  him  out  ot  bed  by  two  or  three 
in  the  morning  to  affiil  me,  which  he  has  done  accordingly, 
and  afterwards  has  gone  to  his  pottering.  That  day  on  which 
he  was  tried  fail  feffions  for  robbing  Sir  Edward  Lawrence, 
I  was  at  the  Baptift-Head-Tavern,  in  the  Old-Bailey.  Haw¬ 
kins  and  his  mailer,  (who  is  a  plaifterer,  but  now  is  ill  of  the 
ilonej  were  there  at  the  fame  time.  His  mailer  afked  him, 
how  long  he  had  known  the  prifoner,  and  how  they  became 
acquainted  ?  Why,  fays  Hawkins,  1  had  robbed  for  a  long. 
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time,  and  was  fo  well  known,  that  I  could  feldom  be  truftecf 
with  a  horfe,  and  knowing  that  Fox  lived  in  good  credit,  and 
employed  by  feveral  tradefmen,  I  infinuated  myfelf  into  his 
company,  at  fit  ft,  on  purpofe  to  get  him  to  hire  borfes  for 
me  in  the  name  of  fome  of  his  mafters.  1  have  known  him 
iixtecn  or  eighteen  months,  but  he  never  committed  any 
robbery  with  me,  but  that  one  upon  Sir  Edward  Law¬ 
rence. 

Hawkins .  No,  I  did  not  fay,  that  we  never  committed 
any  robbery  together  but  that  one  robbery ;  but  I  faid  that 
we  never  went  a  robbing  together  but  that  one  day  ;  and 
this  robbery  was  committed  the  fame  day  as  we  robbed  Sit 
Edward. 

A  great  many  witnefles  appeared  to  the  prifoner’s  character, 
and  the  jury  acquitted  him. 

But,, though  Hawkins  fwore  thus,  yet  he  afterwards  fwore 
another  robbery  againft  Fox.  For, 

At  the  aftizes  held  at  Croydon,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1721-2,  before  Sir  Littleton  Powis,  Knt.  one  of  hismajefty’s 
juftices  of  the  court  of  King’s-Bench, 

Butler  Fox  was  indicted  for  robbing  colonel  Hamilton 9 
on  Wimbledon- common,  of  which,  on  the  evidence  of 
Hawkins,  the  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received  fentence 
of  death  for  the  fame.  ‘  ■ 

Hawkins  muft  have  forfworn  himfelf  in  one  of  thefe  two 
cafes,  and  if  it  was  the  latter,  then  Fox  was  condemned  for 
what  he  was  innocent  of. 

Jfter  condemnation ,  Fox  gave  a  Jhort  account  of  himfelf. 

He  faid  he  was  about  29  years  of  age,  that  he  was  born 
within  a  mile  of  Northampton,  that  his  parents  were  honeft? 
that  they  put  him  apprentice  to  a  calendar,  and  buckram 
ftifFner,  with  whom  he  ferved  his  time  faithfully,  and  was  a 
good  workman  in  that  bufinefs,  and  followed  it  constantly, 
till  he  turned  to  he  a  ticket-porter.  That  then  he  plied  in  and 
about  Milk-ftreet,  where  he  had  a  large  acquaintance,  and 
was  entrufted  very  confiderably  by  feveral  eminent  tradeimen, 
which  truft,  he  faid,  he  had  always  difcharged  honeftly,  as 
they  themfelves  had  attefted  on  his  two  trials  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
and  fome  of  them  on  his  trial  at  Croydon. 

He  confefTed,  however,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  two 

robberies  of  which  he  was  acquitted  at  the  Old  Bailey,  but  he 

itedfaftly 
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fledfaftly  denied  to  the  laft,  that  he  was  guilty  of  that  fot 
which  he  fufferedi 

He  was  executed  at  Croydon,  oh  Saturday,  March  3G 
1722. 


WILLIAM  BURRIDGE,  othewife  BERRIDGE,  foF 
Horfe- ftealing,  March,  1722. 

7 ILLXAM  BtJRRIDGE,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields^ 
*  *  was  indicted  for  ftealing  a  bay  gelding,  value  8  1.  thd 
goods  of  William  Wragg,  on  the  23d  of  January  laft. 

John  Woodford.  On  the  23d  ot  January  at  night,  I  put 
up  Mr.  Wragg’s  gelding  in  the  liable  at  Galby,  in  Leicefter* 
fhire,  and  next  morning  it  was  miffing.  I  know  it  to  be  the 
fame  gelding  that  the  prifoner  was  after  taken  upon. 

Mr.  Bree knock.  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr,  Wragg,  in¬ 
forming  me,  that  he  had  loft  his  gelding,  which  gelding  I  had 
often  feen.  I  advertifed  it  in  the  Daily  Courant,  and  loon  af¬ 
ter,  as  I  was  Handing  with  Groves,  in  Bond-ftreet,  I  faw 
the  prifoner  ride  Opon  the  fame  gelding.  We  dogged  him 
into  the  Falcon-inn,  and  endeavoured  to  feize  him,  but  lie 
pulled  out  a  piftoJ,  and  fwore,  he  would  (hoot  us  through  the 
head,  if  we  did  not  keep  off,  by  which  means  he  made  his 
efcape  from  thence  ;  but,  being  clofely  purfued,  he  was  takeri 
in  the  fields  by  May-Fair. 

Prifoner .  I  bought  the  horfe  at  the  Royal-Oak  in  Lei» 

cefter. 

Court.  Will  you  prove  that  ? 

Prifoner.  Yes,  I  have  two  witnefles  to  fwear  it,  but  my 
chief  evidence,  Mr.  Hudfon,  is  not  yet  came. 

Court.  But  if  you  came  by  the  horfe  honeftly,  why 
did  you  threaten  to  fhoot  thofe  who  offered  to  feize  you  ? 

Prifoner .  I  confefs  I  have  committed  feveral  robberies  for¬ 
merly,  that  I  have  been  an  evidence  againft  others,  and  that 
I  broke  out  of  gaol  fome  time  before  I  bought  the  horfe,  for 
which  reafon  I  knew  my  life  was  in  danger,  and  therefore 
I  carried  piftols  for  my  own  fecurity,  and  when  thefe  men 
endeavoured  to  feize  me,  I  never  thought  they  were  come  to 
charge  me  with  horfe-ftealing,  but  with  fome  fact  that  I  had 
been  guilty  of.  Here  are  my  two  wttneffes. 

William  Strickland .  1  worked  journey-work  for  fome  time 
aj*i)erby,  where  I  had  5  s,  a  week  and  my  board  >  but  my 

m  after' 
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matter  having  no  further  buiinefs  for  me,  we  parted  on  Saturn 
d'4y  night,  and  1  went  for  London. 

Court.  What  buiinefs  are  you  ?  And  where  do  you  live 

now  ? 

Strickland.  I  am  a  journeyman  foap-cafk-cooper ;  I  live 
in  Newtoner’s-ftreei ;  and,  fo  as  1  was  a  faying,  I  went  from 
Derby,  and  came  to  the  Royal-Oak  in  Leicetter,  on  Monday 
evening,  the  6th  of  January. 

Court.  Are  you  fure  it  was  Monday  ? 

Strickland.  Yes;  I  cannot  be  miftaken  as  to  that,  for  I 
left  my  matter  on  Saturday  night,  when  he  paid  me  my 
week’s  wages.  I  came  part  of  the  way  on  Sunday,  and 
it  was  the  next  day  that  I  came  to  Leicetter,  and,  coming 
into  the  Royal-Oak,  I  fat  down  in  the  kitchen,  and  called 
for  a  pint  of  beer  ;  there  I  faw  the  prifoner,  and  one  Mr* 
Hill,  (as  I  heard  him  called)  a  bargaining  for  a  horfe,  and 
at  latt  they  agreed  upon  12  I.  for  the  price.  The  prifoner 
paid  the  money,  and  Mr.  Hill  gave  him  a  receipt  for  it,  and 
the  maid  of  the  houfe,  Betty  Alhwortn,  fet  her  hand  to  the 
receipt  as  a  witnefs. 

Court.  How  was  the  receipt  dated  ? 

Strict  land.  The  fame  day,  the  6th  of  January  ? 

Court.  But  might  not  they  miftake  the  day  of  the  month 
when  they  dated  it  ? 

Strickland.  No,  we  looked  in  the  almanack. 

Court .  How  came  the  prifoner  to  find  you  out  in  Lon¬ 
don  ? 

Strickland.  Why  after  the  receipt  was  given,  the  prifoner 
and  I  drank  together,  and  I  told  him  where  he  might  hear  of 
me  ;  and  fo,  when  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  he  lent  to 
me  at  my  matter’s  in  Newtoner’s-Lane, 

Court.  (  Looking  on  an  almanack.]  And  are  you  po 
fitive  that  this  wa$  on  Monday,  and  the  6th  of  January  ? 

Strickland.  Yes,  my  lord,  I  arn. 

Court.  Very  well.  Officer  !  don’t  let  that  mango  out  of 
court.  Where  is  th;s  Elizabeth  Afhworth  ? 

{  ■  .  T  * 

Eliz.  Afhworth .  Here,  my  lord. 

Court .  What  do  you  know  of  this  matter? 

E.  A.  On  Monday  the  6th  of  January  in  the  evening,  the 
prifoner  and  Thomas  Hill  came  into  my  miftrefs’s  houfe,  the 
Royal  Oak  in  "Leicetter,  and  called  for  drink.  William 
Strickland  came  in  foon  after,  and  afked,  if  he  could  have  a 
lodging  there  that  night,  I  told  him,  yes,  and  fo  he  fat  down. 
The  prifoner  and  Mr.  Hill  talk’d  about  a  horfe,  and  at  laft 
they  ttruck  a  bargain,  and  the  prifoner  paid  Mr.  Hill  1 2,1. 

Court 9 
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Court .  In  gold  or  filver  ? 

E,  A.  It  was  all  in  gold. 

Court .  Juft  12I.  all  in  gold  \  What  kind  of  money  mud: 
that  be  ? 

E.  A .  I  don’t  know  whether  Mr.  Hill  might  give  the 
prifoner  change  after  I  was  gone,  but  I  faw  no  filver  while  I 
was  there.— -Then  Mr.  Hill  wrote  a  receipt,  and  I  fet  my 
hand  to  it  as  a  witnefs.  Here  the  receipt  is,  ’tis  dated  the 
6th  of  January. 

Court .  And  this  12I.  was  paid  for  the  horfe,  and  this  re¬ 
ceipt  was  given  the  day  the  receipt  was  dated  ? 

£.  A.  Yes,  I  am  certain  of  that. 

Court.  And  the  day  of  the  week  you  fay  was  Monday  ? 

E.  A .  Yes,  I  am  fure  it  was  Monday  in  the  evening.— 
And  when  the  prifoner  was  apprehended,  he  fent  for  me  from 
Leicefter. 

Court .  This  receipt  is  dated  January  the  6th,  which  thefe 
two  witneffes  fwear  was  the  day  the  horfe  was  fold  to  the  pri¬ 
foner,  paid  for  by  him,  and  the  receipt  given  by  Mr.  Hill. 
They  fwear  too,  and  give  you  their  reafons  why  they  n  mem¬ 
ber  it,  that  this  6th  of  January  was  a  Monday.  Now  i  find 
by  the  almanack,  that  the  6th  of  January  fell  on  a  Saturday, 
and,  what  is  ftill  more  unlucky,  both  for  them  and  the  pri¬ 
foner,  and  makes  it  impoftibie,  that  what  they  fwear  can  be 
true,  the  horfe  was  not  loft,  but  was  in  the  owner’s  poft 
feffion,  till  the  23d  of  January,  and  that  too  did  not  fall  on 
a  Monday,  but  on  Tuefday  ;  fo  that  the  depohtions  of  thefe 
two  witneftes  manifeftly  appear  to  be  wilful  and  corrupt  per¬ 
juries-— —therefore  officer,  taKe  them  both  into  cuftody. 

Officer.  Do  ye  hear,  Mr.  Soap  calk-maker,  and  you  Mrs. 
Maid  of  the  Royal  Oak!  there’s  a  new^lodging  provided  for 

ye. - —You  have  made  a  fine  kettle  of  ftfh  on’t  efaith - — 

Come  along. 

The  jury  found  the  prifpner  guilty  of  the  indictment. 
Death . 

It  was  expedled  that  Strickland  and  Afhworth  would  have 
been  tried  at  the  enfuing  leffions  for  perjury;  but,  a  bill  not 
being  found  againft  them,  they  were  difcharged. 

William  Bur  ridge  was  about  35  years  of  age,  was  born  in 
Northamptonihire,  where  his  parents  lived  in  good  repute. 
He  was  put  apprentice  to  a  carpenter,  but  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  pleafe  his  mafter. 

Afterwards  (as  his  friends  advifed  him,  in  hopes  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  coming  to  the  gallows)  he  went  to  fea  with  com  mo - 
2  '  dore 
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dore  Cavendifh,  and  was  in  a  warm  engagement,  which  laff- 
ed  many  hours,  near  Cales  in  Spain,  and  in  which,  he  faid, 
he  was  taken  notice  of  for  his  refolution.  But  yet,  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  that  encouragement  which  he  thought  his  courage 
merited,  and,  having  withal  forne  affronts  put  upon  him  by 
perfons,  who  though  in  a  higher  ftation,  were  in  his  opinion 
much  beneath  him  in  defert,  he  left  the  fervice. 

Upon  his  return  to  England,  he  took  it  in  his  head,  that 
the  moil  proper  method  to  raife  his  fortune  would  be  robbing 
on  the  highway.  He  begun  on  Hampftead  road,  and  after¬ 
wards  followed  the  fame  bufinefs  in  other  places,  but  with  a 
full  defign  to  forfake  that  way  of  life,  as  foon  as  his  circurn- 
ffances  became  eafy  ;  being  well  aware  of  the  certain  effects 
that  would  attend  fuch  a  vicious  courfe.  But,  notwithftanding 
this,  he  continued  his  career,  till  he  was  flop t  by  the  hand  of 
juftice. 

However,  though  he  had  not  the  refolution  to  live  honefily 
himfelf,  he  faid,  he  would  fend  his  earned:  requeft  to  his  wife, 
to  continue  in  an  honed:  and  regular  courfe,  and  to  educate 
the  child  (he  was  then  pregnant  with,  in  the  principles  of 
virtue  ;  but  never  to  acquaint  it  with  the  fate  of  its  father,  for 
fear,  indead  of  taking  warning  by  him,  it  fhould  follow  his 
example  :  fand  he  was  fhocked,  he  faid,  at  the  thoughts  of 
being  the  occafion  of  bringing  into  the  world  a  lire-brand  for 
hell. 

He  faid,  that  when  he  with  Nat.  Hawes,  and  a  woman, 
broke  out  of  New  Prifon,  they  did  it  without  ufmg  violence 
to  any  ;  but,  finding  means  to  op°n  the  door  privately,  they 
made  their  efcape  over  two  or  three  walls,  adding,  that 
he  abhprred  the  thoughts  of  procuring  his  liberty  at  the  ex- 
epence  of  blood,  and  that  no  folicitations  could  ever  prevail 
with  him  to  take  fuch  meafures 

He  declared,  that  two  things  gave  him  the  moft  uneafinefs, 
one  of  them  was,  that  he  had  lengthened  out  his  life  to  increafe 
his  fins,  by  being  an  evidence  againft  his  comrades,  James 
Reading  and  John  Wigley  ;  and  the  other  was,  that  he  had 
endeavoured,  this  laft  time,  to  fave  his  life  by  means  of  Strick¬ 
land  and  Afhwortb,  whofe  evidence  were  falfe  and  fuborned. 

He  appeared  to  be  heartily  penitent,  and  never  feemed  eafy 
in  the  condemned-hold,  but  when  he  had  a  book  in  his  hand, 
and  was  almofi: continually  reading  to,  or  praying  with  his  fellow 
prifoners.  A  little  before  he  died  his  behaviour  was  neither 
dejected  nor  prefumptuous,  but  fteady  and  ferious.  He  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  he  rather/defired  to  die  than  live,  as  thinking,  that, 
3.  L  if 
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if  he  went  not  then  to  heaven,  he  never  fhould,  though  he  were 
to  live  fifty  years  longer. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  was  afked  about  a  particular 
robbery.  He  denied,  that  he  knew  any  thing  of  it ;  but 
owned,  that  he  robbed  a  parfon,  a  little  beyond  Barnet,  in 
Hertford  (hire,  of  fome  money  and  a  watch,  which  he  fold  to 
a  goldfmitb,  in  Leicefler.  He  faid,  he  hoped  none  would  be 
fo  wicked  as  to  refledt  on  his  parents  for  his  ignominious  death; 
n'otwithftanding  what  he  had  exprefled  in  a  paper,  which  he 
gave  to  the  ordinary  before  he  came  out  of  Newgate. 

! 

The  copy  of  that  paper  follows : 

114  I  William  Burridge,  was-born  at  Weff-Haden,  in  Nor- 
thamptonfhire,  put  apprentice  to  my  father,  a  carpen- 
ter  ;  but  my  parents  being  too  tender  of  me,  when  ten  or 
twelve  years  old,  and  giving  way  to  my  youthful  follies,  I  was 
then  guilty  of  fuch  things  as  might  feem  to  exceed  my  years  ; 
my  parents  then  going  to  curb  me  when  it  was  too  late,  at 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age  I  took  to  running  away,  and 
often  lay  about  the  country  in  hay-lofts,  &c.  taking  hens, 
and  what  came  in  my  way  for  fuflenance.  After  a  time  I 
came  to  Pinchley,  and  worked  at  my  trade  for  a  year  and  a 
half  ;  I  went  to  fea,  and  wholly  forfook  my  parents,  whom 
I  have  not  a  long  time  feen ;  I  heartily  thank  them  for  their 
indulgence,  but  1  beg  all  parents  not  to  indulge  their  children  ; 
for  it  will  bring  a  good  mind  t©  wickednefs,  and  a  fhameful 
death  I  hope  my  misfortune  will  be  a  warning  to  all  youth, 
efpecially  fome  whom  I  wifh  well ;  I  will  not  name  them,  but 
hope,  if  they  fee  this,  they  will  take  it  to  themfelves.  I  die 
in  charity,  and,  as  I  forgive  others,  I  hope  others,  will  for¬ 
give  me,  “ 

William  Burridge/’ 
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Stealing,  April,  1722. 

T  A  N  E  B  E  A  N,  otherwife  Macopny,  of  St.  Margaret’s, 
.J  Weflminffer,  was  indicted  for  privately  ffealing,  from  the 
perfon  of  Edward  Blundell,  a  halt-guinea,  and  39  s.  6d. 
April  2.  ;  - 

Edward  Blundell.  On  the  2d  of  April,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  at  night,  as*  I  was  going  along  in  a  pafTage  near  St. 

James’s 
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James’s  Park,  with  a  bag  in  my  pocket,  in  which  was  50  s. 
I  was  met  by  the  prifoner.  \  She  joftled  me,  and  faid,  “  how 
do  you  do,  countryman  ?  will  you  give  me  a  pint  ?”  I  did 
not  much  like  her  ;  and  feeling  in  my  pocket,  miffed  my  bag; 
upon  which  I  prefently  feized  her,  and  called  the  watch. 
44  Do  not  be  angry,  countryman,  (faid  fhe;)  1  was  but  in 
jeft  :  here's  your  money  again;”  and  fo  (lie  returned  me  the 
bag  ;  but,  upon  Parching  it,  I  found  no  more  than  H  s.  6d 
left. 

Conjlable.  A  watchman  brought  the  profecutor  and  prifo- 
ner  before  me  in  the  watch-houfe.  Iafked  her,  what  money 
fhe  had  got  about  her?  Sbe  anfwered,  not  a  farthing.  I  fuff 
peeled  {he  had  fomething  in  her  mouth,  and  bid  the  watch¬ 
man  fearch.  He  went  about  it,  and  putting  his  finger  in, 
fhe  bit  a  piece  of  it  off;  upon  this  I  took  her  by  the  throat, 
and  fqueezing  h  r  pretty  hard,  I  forced  5  s.  6d.  out  of  her 
mouth. 

Prifoner.  I  had  juft  been  to  market,  and  had  got  my  mo¬ 
ney  in  my  hand,  when  1  met  the  profecutor.  He  was  very 
drunk,  and  catching  h  >ld  of  my  arm,  fays  he,  46  Is  your 
name  an  Iriihwoman  ?”  44  No,  (fays  I,)  what  bufinefs  have 

you  with  my  name  ?”  44  G - d  damn  ye  for  a  bitch,  (fays 

he,)  it  is  you  that  have  got  my  money.”  44  Your  money, 
fellow  ?  (fays  1,)  go  along!”  and  with  that  he  called  the 
watch  ;  and  I,  to  fecure  my  own  money,  put  it  in  my  mouth. 
As  we  were  going  to  the  watch  houfe,  he  afked  every  woman 
he  met,  if  (he  had  not  got  his  money. 

The  jury  found  her  guilty.  Death. 

After  fentence  {he  pleaded  her  belly,  and  a  jury  of  matrons 
being  impannelled,  they  found  her  quick  with  child. 

She  v/as  afterwards  reprieved  for  tranfportation. 


THOMAS  REEVES,  JOHN  HARTLEY,  ali¬ 
as  POKEY,  and  FRANCIS  HACKABOUT, 
for  a  Robbery,  April,  1722. 

HOM  AS  REEVES,  John  Hartley,  alias  Pok°y, 
*  and  Francis  Hackabout,  were  indidted  for  affaulting  Ro¬ 
ger  Worthington,  in  an  open  place  near  the  highway,  in  the 
pa rifh  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
taking  from  him  a  hat,  a  wig,  a  coat,  a  waiftcoat,  a  flair  t,  a 

L  2  neckcloth. 
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neckcloth,  a  pair  of  buckles,  and  two-pence  in  money,  on 
the  9th  of  March,  172 1-2. 

koger  Worthington.  On  the  9th  of  March  laft,  I  had  been 
at  work  at  Annifeed-clear,  and  going  from  thence  over  Hox- 
ton  fields,  about  nine  o’clock  at  night,  I  was  attacked  by  fix 
perfons.  Reeves  was  the  fir  ft  who  aflaulted  me.  Betook 
me  by  the  left  arm,  and  laid,  “  damn  ye,  ftand ?”  Pokey 
ftruck  me  on  the  head  with  a  piftol,  and  called  to  his  com¬ 
rades  to  come,  when  prefen tly  four  more  came  and  furround- 
ed  me.  Two  of  them  flood  on  one  fide  of  the  path,  and  two 
on  the  other.  Then  Re,ves  and  Pokey  collared  me,  and 
fomebody  knocked  me  down.  I  prayed  them  not  to  abufe 
me,  for  I  had  had  an  ague  and  fever  for  fourteen  weeks,  and 
had  three  children  to  maintain  by  my  labour.  “  G—  d  damn 
your  blood,  (fays  Reeves,  clapping  a  piftol  to  my  head)  if 
you  fpeak  another  word,  you  are  a  dead  man  !  for  we  (hall 
all  be  dead  men  if  we  are  taken.”  Then  he  took  oft  my 
hat  and  wig.  Pokey  took  my  neckcloth,  and  the  other  ftript 
me  of  the  reft  of  my  cloaths.  Hackabouf,  to  the  beft  of  my- 
remembrance,  carried  the  bag  which  they  put  my  cloaths  in; 
but  I  cannot  be  fopofitive  to  him,  as  to  the  other  two.  Then 
Pokey  bound  me,  and  fo  they  left  me  naked  in  the  field.  I 
took  particular  notice  of  Reeves’s  cloaths,  he  had  on  a  thick- ‘ 
fet  frock,  with  four  buttons  at  the  middle,  and  one  at  the  top. 
Three  days  afterwards,  going  to  the  Crown  at  Annifeed-clear, 
I  faw  this  frock  upon  the  back  of  another  man,  whofe  name 
was  Thomas  Groves.  “  How  did  you  come  by  that  frock, 
fays  I  ?  One  of  the  rogues,  who  robbed  me  the  other  night, 
had  that  very  frock  on  then,  and  I  am  lure  I  fhould  know 
him  again,  if  I  could  but  fee  him.”  Mr.  Groves  told  me, 
that  he  bought  it  at  an  ale-houfe,  in  Fore-ftreet.  I  went  with 
him  thither,  and,  without  (hewing  me*the  perfon  he  had  it 
from,  I  fixed  upon  Reeves,  who  proved  to  be  the  right  man. 

Thomas  Groves.  I  live  at  Hoxton,  and  was  drinking  at  the 
White-Hart  thereon  Friday  night,  when  the  profecutor  was 
brought  in  naked.  He  related  how  he  had  been  abufed  and 
robbed  of  his  hat  and  wig,  a  black  coat,  and  the  reft  of  his 
cloaths.  Next  day  I  went  to  the  Crown  ale-houfe,  in  Fore- 
ftreet,  and,  calling  for  a  mug  of  beer,  I  begun  to  talk  of  the 
robbery.  Pokey  and  Reeves  were  drinking  in  another  box  in 
the  fame  room.  Reeves  hearing  what  I  was  talking  about,  he 
came  to  the  place  where  I  was  fitting,  and  then  calling  to  Po¬ 
key,.  “  Come  hither  (fays  he)  and  hear  how  the  poor  tay- 
lor  was  robbed,”  (for  the  profecutor  is  a  taylor.)  Pokey 
coming  forwards,  fays  Reeves  to  me,  “  what  fort  of  a  coat 

had 
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-had  thetayloron  ?”  I  began  to  have  fome  fufpicion  of  my 
gentleman,  and  fo  purpofely  to  catch  him,  I  faid,  56  A  white 
coat.”  “  White  !  (fays  Reeves,)  hire  the  poor  taylor  was 
blind,  that  he  could  not  tell  the  colour  of  his  own  coat!” 

“  Blind  ?”  (fays  I.)  16  Aye,  ('fays  he,)  a  blind  taylor  for  cer¬ 
tain,  if  he  did  not  know  white  from  black.  ”This  encreafed  my 
fufpicion.  I  left  him  and  Pokey  there,  and  went  again  to  the 
fame  houfe  on  the  Monday  following,  where  I  again  found 
Reeves.  He  offered  his  frock  to  fale  ;  I  bought  it  of  him, 
and,  going  to  the  White-Hart,  the  profecutor  came  in. 
He  afked  me,  where  I  got  the  frock  ?  I  told  him.  Says  he, 

“  that’s  the  frock  one  of  the  rogues  had  on  when  they  robbed 
me.”  I  went  with  him  to  the  Crown,  and  Reeves  was  there 
then  too.  I  took  no  notice,  that  it  was  he  from  whom  I  had 
the  frock,  but  the  profecutor  faid,  (as  foon  as  he  faw  him,) 

<c  that  is  one  of  the  men  who  robbed  me  !” 

Mr.  Dackfm .  Going  over  the  fields  with  Mr.  Wayte,  and 
another,  I  heard  a  man  cry,  46  for  God’s  Eke  come  and 
help  me,  or  1  (hall  perifh.”  We  went  towards  the  place  the 
voice  came  from,  and  found  the  profecutor  naked  and  bound  ; 
we  fet  him  at  liberty,  and  carried  him  to  the  White-Hart. 

Mr.  Wayte.  We  found  him  naked  upon  his  knees  about  the 
middle  of  the  field,  with  his  legs  bound,  and  his  hands  tied 
behind  him. 

Prifoner  Reeves.  The  profecutor  made  his  brags,  that  he 
would  hang  all  fix  of  us,  and  then  go  into  the  country,  and 
live  upon  the  reward.  And  as  for  Groves,  he  is  nothing  but 
a  ihabbby  fiddler,  a  fellow  fo  fcandalous,  that  he  deferves  no 
credit. 

Mary  Adams .  Hartley  lived  with  me  four  or  five  years.  He 
was  a  butcher,  in  Honey-lane-market.  I  have  truffed  him 
every  week  to  go  to  market,  and  never  found  but  he  was 
honed. 

Mary  Cafwell.  I  have  known  Hartley  two  years,  but  never 
knew  any  hurt  of  him. 

Two  or  three  others  fpoke  for  him,  to  the  fame  effedt 

There  _  being  no  pofitive  evidence  againft  Hackabout,  the 
jury  acqukted  him  ;  but  the  fa£fc  being  fixed  upon  Reeves 
and  Hartley,  they  found  them  guilty.  Death. 

‘John  Hart^ ey9  alias  Pokey,  was  educated  at  a  free-fchool 
in  White-cro’s-ftreet,  from  whence  he  was  to  have  been  put 
apprentice  j  but,  having  an  early  inclination  to  roguery,  and 
hating  confinement,  he  ran  away,  and  foon  forgot  the  little 
he.  had  learned  at  fchool.  tie  afterwards  took  to  ferving 

butchers 
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butchers  in  the  market,  by  which  employment  he  might  have 
maintained  himfelf  pretty  well,  if  he  could  but  have  lived 
honeftly.  Indeed,  he  infilled  much  on  bis  innocence  of  this 
fa «SI,  and  bewailed  his  misfortune  in  being,  as  he  faid,  con¬ 
demned  wrongfully  ;  and  what  he  thought  ftill  made  his  cafe 
the  harder,  was,  that  he  had  been  fo  long  kept  in  expectation 
of  a  reprieve,  when  the  king  went  to  Hanover,  to  be  mifera- 
bly  difappointed  at  lad.  For  which,  he  faid,  he  had  reafon  to 
curfe  all  thofe  who  had  buoyed  him  up  with  vain  aflurances  of 
life. 

It  feerrss  he  was  well  beloved  by  the  ladies,  for  fix  women 
drefled  all  in  white,  petitioned  his  majefty  to  grant  him  a  par¬ 
don,  upon  condition  that  one  of  them  fibould  marry  him.  He 
was  very  defirous  of  their  meeting  with  fuccefs,  as  thinking 
that  matrimony  was  preferable  to  hanging;  but  the  petition 
was  rejected,  and  he  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  May 
4,  1722,  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Reeves  was  a  tin-man,  by  trade.  He  ferved  his 
time  with  his  father,  who  treated  him  with  too  much  lenity. 

He  faid,  he  intended  to  warn  fome  of  his  relations  not  to 
follow  his  example,  left  they  fhould  fall  under  his  misfortunes, 
which  they  could  not  bear  fo  manfully  as  he  did  ;  for  he  be¬ 
lieved  no  man  had  a  better  fhare  of  courage  than  himfelf,  on 
which  account  he  was  always  the  captain  of  his  gang,  and 
fteward  of  the  booty,  after  every  robbery. 

One  afked  him,  how  he  could  ufe  the  man  he  robbed  in 
fo  cruel  a  manner,  as  to  leave  him  hound  naked  in  the  fields, 
to  perifh  with  cold  ?  He  anfwered,  <s  Any  man  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  fecure  himfelf  from  danger,  as  well  as  I  have 
done  ;  I  know  no  odds  between  one  way  of  robbing  and 
another ;  and  as  (for  want  of  horfes)  we  could  go  no  fafter 
than  our  legs  would  carry  us,  we  thought  itthe  wifeft  way  to 
flacken  the  pace  of  thofe  we  robbed,  for  fear  they  fhould 
overtake  us.” 

After  the  dead-warrant  came  down,  he  fnewed  the  fame 
unconcern  as  before,  declaring,  he  was  fo  far  from  fearing 
death,  that  he  rather  chofe  to  die  than  live.  The  other 
malefactors  complained  of  him  for  reading  one  moment,  and 
laughing  and  jefting  the  next ;  for  fwearing  in  the  middle  of 
a  pfalm,  and  mixing  obfeenity  with  his  prayers.  To  this  he 
only  faid,  “  that  it  was  his  way,  and,  though  he  laughed, 
and  fometimes  joked,  and  fwore  an  oath,  he  was  not  a  whit 
the  lefs  attentive  and  ferious  at  the  heart.” 

He  was,  however,  very  inquifitive  to  know  how  it  fared 
with  Chriftians  after  death,  for  he  fuppofed  they  did  not  dF 
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re&ly  enter  into  bappinefs  or  pain.  The  Ordinary  prefTed 
him  to  lay  afide  that  curiofity,  and  efteem  it  as  a  great  favour 
if  his  foul  fhould  hereafter  be  refcued  from  any  degree  of 
torture,  fince  his  converfion  and  repentance,  (if  he  really 
was  converted  or  penitent)  were  not  altogether  voluntary,  but 
rather  forced,  by  his  being  apprehended  in  the  midft  of  his 
vicious  courfes. 

When  he  was  brought  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  did 
not  appear  to  be  alarmed  in  the  lead;  but  faid,  tc  if  he  did 
not  die  then,  he  mud  another  time  :  and  as  for  the  place  of 
his  death,  it  was  no  lefs  indifferent  to  him  ;  for  he  believed 
he  might  as  well  find  the  way  to  happinefs  from  the  gallows, 
as  from  the  bed.” 

He  cor.feffed  the  fadl  for  which  he  was  to  die,  and  added, 
that  he  had  committed  many  other  robberies  about  fix  or  feven 
at  night,  in,  or  near  the  fame  field  where  the  laft  was  done. 
That, 'one  night  in  particular,  he  robbed  on  the  high-road, 
till  he  got  53  1.  He  faid  his  wife  was  no  way  concerned  in  his 
robberies,  though  the  world  might  be  ready  to  judge  other- 
wife,  becaufe  her  former  hufhand  was  executed. 

He  added,  that  Pokey  had  indeed  been  his  comrade  in  fe- 
veral  robberies  about  Ken  tiff- Town,  and  Hoxton,  and  was 
often  for  knocking  men  down,  or  doing  them  forne  mifchief, 
when  the  reff  of  the  gang  were  inclinable  to  ufe  gentler 
means  ;  but  was  not  with  him  in  the  robbery  for  which  he 
was  to  fuffer,  and  of  this,  he  was  very  ddirous  to  inform 
the  fpedtaiors  at  the  gallows  :  but  the  Ordinary  told  him, 
as  Pokey  had  been  found  guilty  by  the  jury,  it  was  filly 
in  him  to  imagine  he  could  perfuade  the  people  to  believe  the 
contrary. 

He  was  executed  on  Friday,  the  4th  of  May,  1722, 
aged  28. 


JOHN  HAWKINS,  and  GEORGE  SIMPSON,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  Briftol-Mail,  May,  1722. 

TOHN  HAWKINS  and  George  Simpson,  of  Harmonf- 
**  worth,  were  indidted  for  afiaulting  Thomas  Green  on  the 
high-way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  black 
gelding,  value  10 1.  the  goods  of  Charles  Pratly,  two  mails 
value  4I.  and  50  leather  bags,  value  5  1.  the  goods  of  our  fo- 
yereign  lord  the  king,  on  the  1 6th  of  April,  172.2. 

Hawkins 
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Hawkins  prayed  the  court,  that  all  tlie  king’s  witneffes 
might  be  examined  a-part,  which  the  court  granted. 

Thomas  Green ,  the  poft-boy.  On  Monday  the  l6th  of 
April,  about  one  in  the  morning,  as  I  was  riding  by  the 
Pyed-Horfe,  at  Slough,  and  blowing  my  horn,  I  was  over¬ 
taken  by  James  Ladbrook,  who  was  travelling  the  fame  way. 
We  rode  in  company  to  Langley-Broom,  where  a  man  on  a 
chefnut  horfe  made  up  to  us,  and  went  off  again.  We  rode 
through  Colnebrook,  and  then  perceived  that  two  men  fol¬ 
lowed  us  at  a  diftance,  and,  on  this  fide  Longford,  they  came 
up  to  us,  with  handkerchiefs  in  their  mouths,  and  their  wigs 
and  hats  pulled  forward  over  their  faces.  The  foremoft:  of 
them  was  on  a  chefnut  horfe  ;  he  held  a  piftol  to  my  head, 
and  faid,  you  muff  go  along  with  me;  and  then,  taking  hold 
of  my  horfe’s  bridle,  he  led  me  down  a  narrow  lane,  and  the 
other  man  brought  Ladbrook  after  me  in  the  fame  manner. 
Then  they  making  us  both  difmount,  he  on  the  chefnut  horfe 
faid  to  me,  are  you  the  lad  that  fwore  againft  Child  ?  % 
No,  I  faid,  I  have  been  poft-boy  but  a  very  little  while. 
Have  you  ever  been  robbed  yet,  fays  he,  no,  fays  I.  Why 
then,  fays  he,  you  muft  pay  beverage  now,  for  G—d  d — n 
my  blood  and  ’ouns  I  will  be  revenged  upon  fomebody  for 
poor  Child’s  fake.  Then  he  cut  Ladbrcok’s  horfe’s  bridle, 
and  turned  him  a-drift,  and,  that  being  done,  he  went  off 
with  the  black  gelding  1  rode  upon.  As  foon  as  he  was  gone, 
the  other  man  tied  our  hands  behind  i  s,  bound  us  back  to 
back,  and  fo  fattened  us  to  a  tree  in  a  ditch.  Then  he  afked 
Ladbrook  what  money  he  had  about  him  ?  Ladbrook  told  him, 
he  had  but  3  s.  6d.  He  fearched  Ladbrook’s  pockets,  and 
finding  no  more,  he  did  not  take  that,  nor  any  thing  elfe 
from  him,  but  left  us  bound,  and  went  after  his  companion. 
Ladbrook  and  1,  with  a  great  deal  of  liruggling,  got  from  the 
tree,  but  could  not  get  from  one  another ;  and  fo  tied  back  to 
back,  we  went  to  an  inn  in  Longford,  from  whence  the 
ottler  came  with  us,  and  we  went  down  the  lane  together, 
and  there  we  found  the  gelding  loofe,  and  the  bags  cut  open. 
It  was  pretty  dark,  fo  that  I  cannot  fwear  to  the  perfons,  or 
their  horfes,  only  I  could  perceive  that  one  was  a  chefnut 
horfe. 

James  Ladhrcok.  About  one  in  the  morning,  I  overtook 
the  poft-boy  on  this  fide  Slough,  and  rode  with  him  to 
Langley-Broom,  where  we  were  met  by  a  man,  who,  in  a  furly 
manner,  afked  us,  what  was  o’clock  ?  And  then  Cheered  off 

*  Benjamin  Child  was  convicted  atAybfbury,  for  r©bbin,g  the  Briftol-mail, 
and  executed  on  Friday,  M«rch  g,  172,1-2. 
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again.  "The  poP-boy  and  I  kept  together  till  we  came  to  a 
little  o;i  this  fide  Longford,  when  two  men,  with  handker¬ 
chiefs  in  their  mouths,  and  their  hats  and  wigs  pulled  forward 
over  their  fac  s,  rode  up  to  us,  and,  taking  our  horfes  by  the 
bridles,  led  us  down  the  lane,  and  made  us  difmount,  one  of 
them  turned  my  horfe  loofe,  and  went  away  with  the  poft- 
boy’s  gelding.  Then  the  ether  tied  our  hands  behind  us, 
corded  us  back  to  back,  and  bound  us  both  to  a  tree.  Then 
he  fearched  my  pockets,  but  finding  no  more  than  3  s.  6  d. 
he  did  not  take  that  from  me,  but  went  off*  after  his  com¬ 
rade. 

Ralph  TPilfon.  I  have  known  John  Hawkins  thefe  two 
vears,  but  was  not  acquainted  with  Simpfon  till  Auguft  laft. 
We  had  often  confulted  together  about  robbing  fome  mail, 
but  did  not  agree  upon  what  mail,  till  five  days  before  the 
fact  was  committed,  and  then  we  refolved  it  ihould  be  the 
BriPol-mail.  Purfuantto  this  resolution,  about  eleven  o’clock, 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  15th  of  April,  we  all  three  took 
horfe  at  the  Biue-Boar-Inn,  in  Southwark;  Hawkins  on  a 
tall  bay,  or  brown  gelding;  Simpfon,  on  a  chefnut,  or  forrel 
mare,  and  I  on  a  dapple  grey.  We  croffed  the  water  at 
Kew-Ferry,  dined  at  the  Three-Pidgeons  at  Brentford,  Paid 
there  till  fix  in  the  evening,  called  at  the  poP-houfe  at 
Hounflow,  and  loitered  on  the  road  till  we  came  to  the  pop- 
houfe  at  Colnebrook,  where  we  fupped  on  horfeback  ;  we 
enquired  of  the  oPler  what  time  the  BriPol-mail  would  come 
by,  and  he  told  us  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning. 
We  went  thence,  and  came  to  Langley-Broom  about  mid¬ 
night,  where  we  agreed  to  difpatc,h  Simpfon  alone  to  meet 
the  mail.  He  went,  and  we  loitered  about,  waiting  for  his  re¬ 
turn,  and  about  one  o’clock,  we  faw  the  poP-boy  and  a  tra¬ 
veller  with  him,  and  Simpfon  following  them.  Then  we 
met  Simpfon,  and  held  a  frefh  confultation,  in  which  it  was 
agreed,  that  Simpfon  and  I  fhould  follow  the  mail,  and  that 
Hawkins  fhould  watch  at  a  diftance,  becaufe,  he  being  pretty 
bulky,  would  be  more  remarkable.  Then  Hawkins  and 
I  changed  horfes,  and  I  and  Simpfon  followed  the  boy  and 
the  traveller  through  Colnebrook  ;  and  on  this  fide  of  Long¬ 
ford,  we  rode  up  to  them,  and  taking  hold  of  their  horfes 
bridles,  led  them  down  ldarmonfworth-Lane,  where  we 
made  them  difmount.  1  left  Simpfon  to  bind  them,  and  took 
the  boy’s  gelding,  and  mail  to  the  end  of  the  lane,  where  I 
found  Hawkins  waiting,  and  where  in  a  little  time  Simpfon 
came  to  us.  We  all  rifled  the  bags,  and  carried  feveral  of 
them  to  Hon n flow -heath,  where  we  feleHed  *  thofe  of  Bath 
3.  M  and 
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and  Briflol,  and  left  the  red.  Thence  we  rode  through 
ftingdon  and  W andfworth,  and  going  down  a  bye-road,  we 
fearched  the  bags,  took  out  what  we  thought  fit,  mod  of 
which  we  put  in  two  riding  bags,  and  the  red  into  our 
pockets,  and  what  we  thought  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  us 
we  put  into  the  Bridol  and  Bath  bags  again,  and  threw  them 
over  a,  hedge.  Then  taking  our  way  through  Camberwell, 
we  came  along  Greenwich  road  to  the  Hand  -inn,  in  Barnaby- 
dreet,  between  five  and  fix  on  Monday  morning.  There  we 
put  up  cur  horfes,  and  drank  a  pint  of  burnt  wine,  and 
after  feme  time,  took  coach  and  drove  to  the  Minories  ; 
where,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  we  parted,  and  went  by  different 
ways  to  Frank  Green’s,  at  the  Cock  and  George,  in  the  Mi¬ 
nories.  We  went  into  a  room  by  curfelves,  and  to  take  off 
all  midrud,  we  called  for  a  candle,  wax,  paper,  pen,  and 
ink,  and  then  locking  the  door,  we  examined  our  prize. 
We  referved  ouly  the  bank-notes,  and  burnt  all  the  other 
notes  and  the  letters,  with  the  candle  which  we  fet  in  the 
chimney;  we  found  three  20  1.  banknotes,  one  of  25  1.  half 
of  a  50  1.  and  two  halves  of  25  h  each,  which  we  equally 
divided.  I  was  apprehended  on  the  Monday  following,  and 
made  this  fame  confeffion  before  Mr.  Carteret,  the  pod- 
mader-gene~al,  and  by  my  directions  the  prifoners  were 
taken  at  Mrs.  Bowen’s,  a  midwife,  in  Gre^ n-Arbor-Court, 
inthe  Little-Old  Bailey. 

‘John  Hammond .  I  am  odler  at  the  Blue- Boar,  in  South¬ 
wark.  Wilfen  and  the  two  prifoners  took  horfe  at  our  inn, 
about  eleven  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  April  15.  Haw¬ 
kins  had  a  dark  brown  gelding,  Wilfen  a  grey  cne,  and 
Simpfon  a  chefeut  mare. 

John  Burrows.  I  am  odler  at  the  George,  the  pod-houfe, 
at  Hour.flow.  The  two  prifoners  and  Wilfen  drank  a  mug  at 
our  door  between  feven  and  eight  at  night,  and  then  went  the 
Colnebrook  road. 

Charles  Co  :.  I  am  tapder  at  the  George,  the  pod-houfe  at 
Colnebrook.  About  eleven  at  night  three  men  fupt  on  horfe- 
back  at  our  door,  and  then  rode  towards  Slough.  I  do  not 
remember  their  faces,  but  I  took  more  notice  of  the  horfes 
they  rode.  One  was  a  grey,  another  w7as  a  chefnut  or  ferrel, 
and  the  third  a  bay  or  brown. 

Thomas  Barker.  I  am  odler  at  the  Hand  Inn,  in  Barnaby- 
ftreet.  On  Monday  morning,  the  1 6th  of  April,  between 
five  and  fix,  Simpfon  and  two  other  men  came  to  our  inn, 
and  ordered  me  to  put  up  their  horfes,  and  give  them  two 
penny-worth  of  beans  a  piece.  One  was  a  grey  horfe,  one  a 

2  brown 
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brown  horfe,  and  the  other  a  chefnut  mare.  I  knew  Simp- 
fon  very  well,  for  I  was  born  within  (even  miles  of  him.  I 
fufpedted  him  to  be  a  highway-man,  and  told  feveral  people 
of  it  at  that  very  time  when  he  came  with  the  other 

two. 

Court .  What  reafon  had  you  to  take  notice  of  the  day  of 
the  month  ? 

Parker.  I  was  a  weekly  fervant,  at  2  s.  per  week;  my 
mafrer  owed  me  feven  weeks  wages,  which  was  14  s.  and  he 
paid  me  all  together  that  very  day,  and  therefore  I  kept  an 
account  of  the  time. 

Richard  Room ,  conflable.  I  went  with  Richard  Mills, 
and  others,  to  apprehend  the  prifoners  at  a  midwife’s  houfe  in 
Green-Arbor-Court,  in  the  Litrle-Old-Railey,  between  eight 
and  nine  at  night.  A  woman  came  to  the  door,  and  afked 
what  we  wanted  ?  We  bid  her  not  be  frighted,  but  light  a 
candle,'  for  we  were  come  to  fearch  for  ftolen  goods.  The 
prifoners,  who  were  above,  overheard  us,  and  called  out,  and 
faid,  we  are  the  men  you  want,  but,  G—d  d — n  ye  !  the 
firfi:  that  comes  up  is  a  dead  man.  We  told  them,  we  were 
provided  for  them  ;  let  them  fire  as  foon  as  they  would,  then 
Hawkins’s  brother  came  down  foremoft,  and  perfuaded  them 
to  furrender  quietly.  I  told  them  we  were  come  upon  Wil- 
fon’s  information.  Are  you  fo,  fays  the  prifoner  Hawkins, 
why  then  we  are  dead  men  ;  but  we  had  rather  lofe  our  lives, 
than  fave  them  in  fuch  a  bafe  and  infamous  manner  as  that 
villain,  Wilfon,  has  faved  his. 

Richard  Mills.  When  the  prifoner  heard  us  afk  for  a 
candle  to  fearch  the  houfe,  they  called  to  us,  and  fwore 
they  were  the  men  we  wanted  ;  but  that  they  would  {hoot 
the  firfi:  man  that  offered  to  come  up.  We  told  them  -they 
might  Ihoot  as  foon  as  they  would,  for  we  were  as  ready  to 
{hoot  as  they  ;  upon  which  Hawkins’s  brother  came  down 
firfi:,  and  the  two  prifoners  followed  and  furrendered  thern- 
felves. 

Mr.  Belly  comptroller  of  the  poft-office.  When  the  pofi> 
boy  came  in,  after  the  mail  was  robbed,  there  were  ten  bags 
wanting,  of  which  the  Bath  and  Briftol  bags  were  two. 
But  they  were  afterwards  all  brought  in,  except  thofe  two,  by 
a  man  who  faid  he  found  them  on  Hounfiow-Heath. 

The  Pi  if  oner's  Defence . 

[John  Hawkins .  Wilfon  is  a  man  of  fo  notorious  an  ill 
character,  that  he  is  not  to  be  credited.  He  at  this  time 

M  2  Rands 
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Rands  impeached  of  feveral  robberies  on  the  high- way,  by 
one  who  is  how  in  Newgate. 

Court .  There  is  no  doubt  but  he  is  an  ill  man.  His 
own  evidence  declares  it.  He  confefies  he  was  concerned 
with  you  in  robbing  the  mail ;  but  yet  he  is  a  legal  witnefs. 
The  wifdom  of  the  legislature  has  found  it  neceflary  to  admit 
of  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice,  without  which  it  would 
fometimcs  be  difficult  to  difcover  and  convict  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  a  robbery.  You  are  not  however  tried  upon  his 
fmgle  teflimony,  but  what  he  fwears  is  corroborated  in  feve¬ 
ral  circumflances,  by  the  evidence  of  otheis,  who  hitherto 
appear  to  be  men  of  undoubted  credit  :  but  if  you  can 
bring  witneffes  to  falfify  what  be  or  any  other  has  fworn 
againfl  you,  the  court  is  ready  to  hear  them. 

Hawkins.  I  (ball  prove  him  a  very  profane  fellow,  and 
fuch  a  one  I  think  deferves  no  credit. 

Sain.  Cleaver .  I  happened  to  be  in  an  ale-houfe,  where 
Wilfon  came  in,  and  fell  in  difcourfe  with  a  black,  and 
called  him  the  fpawn  of  the  Devil,  and  he  ufed  a  great  many 
other  profane  exprefiions,  and  drank  a  health  to  the  Devil, 
and  [damnation  to  king  George,  and  fuccefs  to  king  James 
the  third,  (as  he  called  the  pretender)  and  fvvore,  that,  if 
he  was  in  the  field,  he  would  fight  for  him  againfi  king 
George. 

Court.  It  is  a  little  firange,  that  a  man  fhould  make  ufe  of 
fuch  dangerous  exprefiions  in  public  company. 

Francis  Green.  I  keep  the  Cock  and  George  in  the  Mi- 
pories.  The  prifoners  and  Wilfon  have  been  feveral  times 
at  my  houfe  within  thefe  two  or  three  weeks  pafl  ;  but  they 
always  were  in  public.  I  don’t  remember  that  they  ever 
locked  themfelves  up  in  a  private  room.  I  never  faw  them 
open  any  letters,  nor  knew  any  thing  of  their  calling  for 
pen,  ink,  paper  and  wax. 

Edward  Carter .  Hawkins  frequented  my  houfe.  He  had 
a  bay  horfe  which  flood  at  my  Rabies  for  about  five  weeks. 
Wilfon,  coming  out  of  Nottinghamfhire,  called  upon  me,  and 
affied  me  if  I  could  give  him  any  intelligence,  where  he  might 
find  Hawkins  and  Simpfon  ;  and  then,  pulling  a  paper  out  of 
}fis  pocket,  he  faid,  here  is  a  bufinefs  of  my  own  projecting, 
it  is  a  fcheme  for  robbing  the  mall. 

Court.  Sure  he  put  great  confidence  in  you,  or  he  would 
hardly  have  trufted  you  with  a  fecret  of  fo  dangerous  a  na¬ 
ture. 

Carter.  We  were  pretty  well  acquainted  together. 

Court.  So  it  fee  ms. 


Carter . 
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Carter.  He  ufed  to  drink  at  my  houfe  as  another  man 
might  do.  He  owed  me  fome  money,  and  offered  me  a 

gown  and  petticoat  for  the  debt. - And  Hawkins  owed 

me  eight  pounds.  This  morning,  after  Wilfon  had  enquired 
for  the  prifoner,  Hawkins  came  to  my  houfe,  and  afked,  if 
Wilfon  had  been  there  to  enquire  for  him  l  I  Paid  yes:  and 
fays  Hawkins,  if  he  comes  again,  pray  deny  me  to  him,  for 
I  find  he  is  an  idle  fellow,  and  has  an  ill  charaHer,  and  I 

don’t  defire  to  have  any  farther  converfation  with  him. - - 

When  Wilfon  was  in  the  Compter,  1  went  to  fee  him,  and 
talking  about  the  prifoners,  he  faid,  I  am  forry  that  I  have 
wronged  Simpfon,  but  I  will  hang  that  rogue  Hawkins,  if  it 
is  poffible,  becaufe  his  brother  has  impeached  me. 

Henry  Hunt -  1  have  known  Hawkins  feven  or  eight  years, 

and  I  believe  him  to  be  .a  very  honeft  man. 

Court.  Why  do  you  believe  fo  ? 

Heart,  Becaufe  he  paid  me  very  honeftly.  * 

Court.  What  bufinefs  do  you  follow  ? 

Hunt.  I  am  a  flock-jobber.  He  has  dealt  with  me  in 
South-Sea  and  other  bubbles.  He  got  300  1.  by  bubbling. 
I  fold  him  in  particular  two  River-Douglas  bubbles  for  20I. 
and  I  lent  him  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  guineas  at  a  time, 
all  which  he  paid  me  again,  very  honourably.  His  brother 
Mat  kept  a  coffee-houfe  in  St.  MartinVLane. 

Thomas  Palmer.  I  keep  an  ale- houfe  in  Well-Clofe- 
Square,  I  have  kno\yn  Hawkins  many  years.  He  was  bom 
at  Staines.  I  went  to  fee  him  when  he  was  in  prifon  ;  and 
while  I  was  with  him  there,  two  perfons  like  countrymen 
came  in,  and  fomebody  faid,  that  is  Hawkins  !  upon 
which  the  two  perfons  took  two  candles,  and  went  up  to 
Hawkins,  and  looked-  at  him,  but  faid  they  did  not  know 
him. 

Court.  Who  were  thofe  perfons  ?  Were  they  any  of  the 
witnefTes  ? 

Palmer.  I  don’t  know  who  they  were. 

Court.  Then  to  what  purpofe  have  you  told  this  ftory  ? 

Palmer .  I  know  thus  far,  that  Hawkins  followed 
bufinefs,  which  he  might  have  got  an  honeft  livelihood  by, 
for  he  was  a  trader  to  France  and  Holland,  in  wine  and 
brandy. 

-  Cheny.  I  fold  Hawkins  feveral  watch-caf°s,  and 

other  goods,  for  which  he  paid  me  very  honeftly.  He  told 
me  he  was  going  to  Flanders,  upon  which  I  fent  a  letter  by 
him  to  the  emperor’s  watch-maker,  and  I  believe  he  carried 
it,  becaufe  1  received  an  anfwer. 

Others 


94  HAWKINS  and  SIMPSON,  for  Robbery. 

Others  depofed,  that  a  few  years  ago  he  was  a  livery- 
fervant  to  Sir  Dennis  Dutry,  where  he  bore  an  honeft  cha¬ 
racter,  and  that  they  had  often  trufted  him,  and  had  deal¬ 
ings  with  him,  and  never  found  that  he  wrong -d  them  in  any 
thing. 

Hawkins,  I  have  fhewn,  that  I  was  in  a  way  of  trade 
that  1  could  live  by,  and  therefore  I  had  no  occalion  to  rob 
for  a  maintenance  ;  Wilfon  lies  under  a  great  temptation  to 
fwear  our  lives  away  ;  for  befides  the  faving  his  own  life,  and 
the  reward  given  by  the  government  for  convidling  highway¬ 
men,  there  was  200 1.  promifed  for  each  perfon  convicted 
of  robbing  the  mail. 

Court,  He  might  have  claimed  the  reward,  if  he  had 
come  in  voluntarily  ;  but,  as  he  was  firft  apprehended,  he 
has  no  title  to  it. 

Hawkins.  1  own  I  have  rid  out  with  him  feveral  times, 
and  particularly  on  Sunday  the  15th  of  April,  (the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  mail  was  robbed )  when  I  took  horfe  with  him  and 
Simpfon,  in  order  to  vifit  my  mother  at  Staines.  But,  when 
we  came  to  Hounflow,  Wilfon  told  us,  he  mu  ft  go  and  fee 
a  friend  at  Windfor,  and,  if  we  would  not  go  with  him,  we 
might  go  to  the  Devil.  I  was  refolved  not  to  go,  and  fo 
I  parted  with  them,  and  whether  Simpfon  went  with  him  or 
not,  I  cannot  fay,  but  I  went  to  my  mother’s,  and  came 
back  to  London  the  fame  night,  and  put  up  my  horfe  at 
William  Fuller’s  in  Bedford-bury,  Covent-garden,  where  I 
ilaid  till  next  morning. 

Court .  By  what  token  do  you  remember  that  it  was  the 
15th  of  April  ? 

Fuller .  By  a  very  good  token  :  for  he  owed  me  a  fum  of 
money  for  horfe-hire,  and  on  Tuefday,  the  10th  of  April, 
he  called  upon  me,  and  paid  me  in  fulf,  and  I  gave  him  a 
receipt;  and  I  very  well  remember  that  he  lay  at  my  houfe  on 
the  Sunday  night  following. 

Court,  Have  you  that  receipt  about  you  ? 

Fuller,  Yes — here  it  is — [reads]  April  the  icth,  1722, 
received  of  Mr.  John  Hawkins  the  fum  of  one  pound 
ten  {hillings  in  full  of  all  accompts,  per  me,  William 
Fuller.” 

Court.  Do  you  keep  any  book  in  which  you  enter  what 
money  you  receive  and  pay. 

Fuller.  Yes. 

Gou^t.  And  did  you  enter  this  money  in  that  book  at  the. 
fame  time  ? 

Fuller .  Yes. 

Court . 
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Court  Is  the  book  here  ? 

Fuller.  No,  I  forgot  to  bring  it  with  me  ;  but  I  remem¬ 
ber,  when  I  read  the  ad.'ertifement  in  the  Gazette,  of  the 
mail’s  being  robbed,  I  compared  my  books  and  this  receipt 
together,  and  found  they  agreed. 

Court .  Hand  up  that  receipt  hither— - Who  wrote 

this  ? 

Fuller. 
it* 

Court. 

Fuller. 

Court. 
figned  it  ? 

Fuller. 
table. 

Court . 
houfe  ? 

Fuller . 

Court. 

Fuller. 


Hawkins  wrote  the  body  of  it,  and  I  figned 

Did  you  Fe  him  write  it  ?  1 
Yes. 

And  how  long  was  it  after  he  wrote  it,  before  you 
I  figned  it  immediately  without  going  from  the 
How  many  flandifhes  do  you  keep  in  your 


Standifhes ! 

Aye  ftandifhes— It  is  a  plain  queffion. 

My  lord,  but  one,  and  that  is  enough  for  the  little 
writing  we  have  to  do. 

Court .  Then  you  figned  the  receipt  with  the  fame  ink 
that  Hawkins  wrote  the  body  of  it  with. 

Fuller.  For  certain. 

Court.  Officer!  hand  this  receipt  to  the  jury. — Gentle¬ 
men,  you  will  fee  that  the  body  of  the  note  is  writ  with 
one  kind  of  ink,  and  the  name  at  the  bottom  with  another, 
very  different ;  and  yet  this  witnefs  has  fvvorn  they  were 
both  written  with  the  fame  ink,  and  one  immediately  after 
the  other.  You  will  judge  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  his 
evidence. 

George  Simpfon .  Wjlfon  was  impeached  feven  or  eight 
rnonths  ago  for  feveral  robberies  on  the  high-way,  and  was 
fare  of  being  hanged,  if  ever  he  (hould  be  taken,  except 
he  could  efcape  by  turning  evidence.  So  that,  when  he 
was  apprehended,  he  impeached  us  of  what  we  are  innocent 
of,  only  to  lave  his  own  life,  and  get  the  reward  promifed  in 
the  Gazette. 

Anthony  Dowdell.  Between  two  and  three  years  ago  Simp¬ 
fon  was  under-butler  to  my  lord  Cafflemain,  and  was  trufted 
with  the  care  of  all  the  plate  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  He 
bore  a  good  cbaradler  in  that  place,  and  afterwards  went  to 
live  with  Mr.  Green. 

Mr.  Green.  Fie  ferved  me  honeffly  as  a  footman  for 
four  or  five  months,  but  I  believe  he  has  not  been  in  any 

gentleman’s 
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gentleman’s  fervice  fince  he  left  mine,  which  is  about  nine 
months  ago,  becaufe  no  body  has  fihce  applied  to  me  for  his 
chara&er. 

• - Grtihjhaiv ,  a  fruiterer.  When  he  was  out  of  place, 

he  ufed  to  be  at  my  houfe,  and  a'ftift  my  clerk  in  getting  in 
money,  and  I  never  found  but  he  behaved  himfelf  honeftly. 

Samuel  P cole.  He  has  been  fometimes  with  me,  and  had 
opportunities  of  robbing  me  of  things  which  I  could  not  have 
miffed,  but  I  never  found  he  wronged  me  in  the  leaft. 

Court.  That  may  be,  for  you  fay,  if  he  had,  you  could 
not  have  milled  your  goods. 

James  Gibfon.  He  was  born  at  Putney,  and  when  he  was  a 
child,  removed  from  thence  with  his  parents  to  Spalding  in 
Lincolnfhire.  fie  was  feme  time  a  fheriff’s  bailiff,  and  kept 
an  inn  in  Lincoln;  but  failing  there,  about  two  years  arid  a 
half  ago,  he  hired  himfelf  under-butler  to  my  lordllraftlemain, 
from  whom  he  went  to  live  with  Mr.  Gr&en.  In  both  places 
he  bore  the  character  of  an  honeft  fervant. 

Court.  Both  he  and  Hawkins  appeared  drafted  a  little  above 
the  quality  of  fervants 

Haivkins.  My  witneffes  have  proved  that  after  I  left  fervice, 

I  got  money  in  the  flocks,  and  dealt  in  wine  and  brandy. 

Simpfon.  Since  I  came  from  fervice,  I  have  lived  with  my 
friends  in  the  country,  who  were  well  to  pafs.  My  filler’s 
hufband,  Richard  Elliot,  dying  at  B  aw  try,  in  Yorkfhire,  and 
leaving  four  children,  I  went  thither  to  affift  her  in  getting  in 
the  debts.  After  which  I  went  to  another  filler  (Rebecca 
Wallet)  at  Sutton,  from  whence  I  came  up  to  London,  about 
eight  weeks  ago. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Rebecca  W allet. 

The  prifoner  having  no  more  to  offer,  the  lord  chief  baron 
Montague  proceeded  to  fum  up  the  evidence  ;  but  before  he 
had  finished,  he  was  interrupted  by  an  unexpected  occurrence. 

I  was  then  taking  notes  of  the  proceedings.  My  ink,  as  it 
happened,  was  very  bad,  being  thick  at  bottom,  and  thin 
and  waterifh  at  top  ;  fo  that  according  as  I  dipped  my  pen, 
the  writing  appeared  very  pale  or  pretty  black. 

Now,  juft  as  the  court  was  remarking  on  the  difference  of 
the  ink  in  Fuller’s  receipt ,  a  gentleman  who  flood  by  me, 
perceiving  fomething  of  the  fame  kind  in  my  writing,  defired 
to  look  upon  my  notes  for  a  minute.  As  I  was  not  aware  of 
any  ill  corifequence,  I  let  him  take  the  book  out  of  my  hand  : 

*  They  both  appeared  in  fair  tyewigs  and  ruffles,  Simp  fen  wore  3  genteel 
fuit  of  light  doth,  and  Hawkins  a  ft  Ik  night-gown, 

when 
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when  prefently  (hewing  it  to  his  friend,  <c  fee  here,  what  dif¬ 
ference  there  is  in  the  colour  of  the  fame  ink  !”  His  friend 
took  it,  and  (hewed  itto  another.  Uneafy  at  this,  l  fpoke  to  them 
to  return  me  the  book.  They  begged  my  pardon,  and  faid 
I  fhould  have  it  in  a  minute  ;  but  this  anfwer  was  no  fooner 
given,  than  a  curiofity  fuddenly  entered  one  of  the  jurymen 
who  fat  juftjby,  and  healfo  begged  a  fight  of  the  book  ;  which, 
notwithstanding  my  importunity,  was  immediately  handed  to 
him.  He  viewed  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  next,  and  fo  it  palled 
from  one  to  the  other  till  the  judge  perceiving  them  very  bufy, 
called  to  them,  <c  Gentlemen  what  are  you  doing?  what 
book  is  that  ?”  they  told  him  it  was  the  writer’s  book,  and 
they  were  obferving  how  the  fame  ink  appeared  pale  in  one 
place,  and  black  in  another.  cc  You  ought  not,  gentlemen, 
(fays  he)  to  take  notice  of  any  thing,  but  what  is  produced 
in  evidence. ”  And,  then,  turning  to  me,  demanded  wbat  I 
meant  by  (hewing  that  to  the  jury  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  could 
not  fix  upon  the  perfons,  for  the  gentlemen  near  me  were  all 
((rangers  to  me,  and  I  was  far  from  imagining  I  fhould  have 
any  fuch  occafion  for  taking  particular  notice  of  them.  His 
lordfhip  then  re-afiiimed  his  charge  to  the  jury,  which,  being 
ended,  they  withdrew  to  confider  of  their  verdidt. 

They  Raid  about  an  hour,  and  then  returning  into  court, 
the  fore-man  faid,  they  were  under  fome  difficulty  in  relation 
to  Fuller’s  receipt;  for  though  the  writing  appeared  of  two 
colours,  they  were  doubtful  if  that  was  fufficient  to  prove  it 
Ypurious.  The  court  replied,  though  the  receipt  had  really 
been  drawn  by  Hawkins,  and  figned  by  Fuller,  on  the  day  it 
is  dated,  yet  you  will  find  it  but  of  little  weight,  when  you 
confider  how  the  evidence  (lands.  For 

Green,  the  po(l-boy,  fwears,  that  on  Monday,  April  16, 
about  one  in  the  morning,  a  man  on  a  chefnut  horfe,  met 
him  and  Ladbrook,  at  Langly-Broom,  and  rode  offi  again. 
That  near  Long-ford,  two  men  (one  of  them  being  o»  a 
chefnut  horfe)  (lopt  them,  led  them  down  a  lane,  and  mak¬ 
ing  them  difmount,  one  of  the  men  turned  Ladbrook’s  horfe 
loofe,  and  went  away  with  his  (the  pod-boy’s)  gelding,  and 
then  the  other  bound  them  to  a  tree. 

Ladbrook  fwears  the  fame,  and  in  thefe  particulars  they 
perfectly  agree  with  Wilfon. 

I  need  not,  on  this  occafion,  repeat  what  was  fworn  of  the 
two  prifoners  and'Wilfon’s  taking  horfe  at  the  Boar,  in  South¬ 
wark,  and  riding  to  Hounflow  together,  becaufe  Hawkins 
himfelf  owns,  that  he  rode  fo  far  with  them  ;  I  (hall  only 
obferve,  that  Wilfon  and  the  odler  at  the  Boar  both  fwear, 
3.  N  that 
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that  one  rode  a  grey  horfe,  one  a  brown  gelding,  and  the 
third  a  chefnut  mare. 

Hawkins,  I  fay,  allows,  that  he  kept  them  company  to 
Hounflow  ;  but  then  he  fays,  he  parted  with  them  there, 
went  to  vifit  his  mother  at  Staines,  and  returned  to  London 
that  night,  and  lay  at  Fuller’s  houfe. 

But  Wilfon  fwears,  that  they  all  three  went  together  from 
the  George  at  Colnebrook,  where  they  fupped  on  horfe-back. 

Burrows,  the  ofller  at  the  George  at  Hounflow,  fwears, 
that  about  eleven  at  night,  three  men  fupped  on  horfeback  at 
the  door,  and  then  rode  towards  Slough.  In  defcribing  their 
fferfes,  he  agrees  with  Wilfon  and  the  Ollier,  in  Southwark. 

Wilfon  fwears  farther,  that  after  they  had  robbed  the  mail, 
they  came  to  town  together,  and  put  up  their  horfes  at  the 
Hand,  in  Barnafcy-ftreet?  between  5  and  6  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing 

1  heir  coming  together  to  that  inn,  at  that  time,  and  with 
f  ch  horfes  as  Wilfon  and  the  other  witneffes  have  defcribed, 
is  confirmed  by  Parker,  the  oilier  of  that  inn,  and  he  gives  a 
Circumffance  by  which  he  remembers  the  day  ,  for  he  fays,  on 
that  very  day,  his  mailer  paid  him  feven  weeks  wages. 

Now  what  does  Hawkins  offer  to  invalidate  the  depofitions 
of  thefe  witneffes  ?  Why,  nothing  but  the  fingle  teftimony  of 
Fuller. 

Fuller  fwears,  that  Hawkins  came  to  his  houfe  that  Sunday 
night,  and  ftaid  there  til),  next  morning  ;  and  he  fays,  he  re¬ 
remembers  it  was  the  15th  of  April,  becaufe,  on  theTuefday 
before,  which  was  the  roth,  he  gave  Hawkins  a  receipt  for 
thirty  {hillings.  “  And  here,  (fays  he,)  the  receipt  is.  Haw¬ 
kins  wrote  the  body  of  it,  and  I  figned  it  immediately  with 
the  fame  ink.*’ 

This  would  better  have  paffed  for  tru|b,  if  the  colour  of 
the  ink  had  appeared  all  alike.  But  as  one  part  differs  fo  much 
from  the  other,  there  is  certainly  room  for  fufpicion,  though 
there  may  be  npt  a  full  evidence  of  forgery. 

But,  fuppofing  the  receipt  to  be  genuine,  what  would  it 
prove?  Not  that  Hawkins  was  at  Fuller’s  houfe  on  the  night 
the  mail  was  robbed  ;  but  only,  that  he  and  Fuller  were  to¬ 
gether  the  Tuefday  before,  and  that  Fuller  had  fome  reafon  to 
remember,  that  the  Sunday  following  was  the  15th  of  April  : 
this  relates  to  his  knowledge,  but  not.  to  his  veracity.  And 
the  queffion  now  is,  whether  he  fwears  according,  or  contra¬ 
ry  to  his  knowledge.  You  have  his  oath,  (and  his  only)  that 
Hawkins  lay  at  his  houfe  that  night.  But  it  appears,  by  the 
oaths  of  feveral  witneffes,,  that  Hawkins  was  then  elfewhere  in 

company 
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company  with  Wilfon  and  Simplon.  Thefe  witnefles  were 
examined  a-part,  and  therefore  their  agreement  in  fo  many 
particulars,  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  what  they  fwore  ;  now, 
nothing  remains  for  you  to  confider  in  this  cafe,  but  whether 
you  have  moft  reafon  to  believe  thefe  or  P'uller. 

Then  the  jury  went  out  again,  and,  in  a  fliort  time,  return¬ 
ed,  and  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty. 

The  verdiX  being  recorded,  Hawkins  exprefTed  himfelf  to 
this  purpofe  :  “  I  am  altogether  innocent  of  this  robbery  ; 
though  I  do  not  blame  my  countrymen  for  their  verdiX,  for 
their  intentions  were  honourable,  but  they  were  over-ruled  by 
a  partial  judge.  I  have  been  ill  dealt  by  :  my  friend  has  been 
brow- beat,  and  hardly  fuffered  to  fpeak.  I  expert  to  die,  but 
yet  I  would  not  change  conditions  with  the  villain  that  has 
faved  his  own  life,  by  fwearing  away  mine,  for  I  prefer  death 
to  a  life  faved  in  fuch  an  infamous  manner.  My  blood  lies  up¬ 
on  his  head,  and  upon  fome  others. - 1  hope  your.lordftiip 

is  not  concerned  in  it. 

How  little  reafon  he  had  for  making  thefe  reflexions,  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  trial. 

‘ The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account* 

John  Hawkins  was  28  years  of  age,  born  at  Staines,  in 
Middlefex  ;  where  his  father,  a  fober  man,  but  of  no  great 
fubftance,  intended  he  Should  have  been  of  the  plaiftering  bu- 
finefs  ;  but  he,  not  relifhing  fo  mean  a  mechanic  occupation, 
could  not  induftrioufly  fettle  to  that,  or  any  thing  elfe  of  fuch 
a  nature  ;  telling  me,  that  he  believed  not  many  men  had 
more  greatnefs  of  fpirit  than  himfelf  :  but,  that  was  fo  far 
from  being  a  benefit  to  him,  that  it  occalioned  his  deflruc- 
tion.  After  he  found  that  he  could  not  fubfifl  by  flying 
from  one  projeX  to  another,  he  fettled  himfelf  in  the  family 
of  Sir  Dennis  Dutry,  where,  as  butler,  he  lived  without 
any  exceptions  taken,  as  to  his  demeanour  in  the  family  ;  but, 
#iat  cc  he  there  gratified  his  natural  inclinations,  as  to  eating 
and  drinking,  and  made  that  habitual,  which  was  before  irs 
his  conflitutipn.”  But  an  uneafinefs  happening  in  the  fami¬ 
ly,  which  they  fancied  the  butler  was,  in  part,  the  occafion 
of,  he  left  that  place,  with  a  good  charaXer,  as  to  his  integrity. 
Having  been  inflruXed  in  the  nature  of  trading,  he  faid,  to 
France  and  Flanders,  in  wines,  brandies,  &c.  he  joined  with 
his  brother,  a  captain  of  a  vefiel  or  floop,  in  fetching  thofe 
commodities  from  thofe  places,  and  commonly  paid  the  king’s 
Cuflom  for  them  :  that  this  way  of  life  was  very  agreeable  to 
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him,  but  his  gains  were  not  fuperior  to  his  lodes,  running 
certain  hazards  and  accidents  in  thole  matters ;  but,  having 
a  ftrong  and  violent  inclination  to  arrive  at  great  riches  and 
fplendor  on  a  fudden,  be  left  the  uncertain  way  of  dealing  at 
fea,  to  deal  in  the  South-Sea,  and  the  bubbles,  from  which 
he  had  recourfe  to  bubbling  in  another  way,  as  fume  others 
befides  have  done,  in  which  vicious  courfes  he  had  fuccefs 
for  a  confiderable  time. 

He  much  accufed  thofe  who  had  villanoudy  afTerted  in  the 
news-papers,  that  he  and  Simpfon  had  acknowledged  the  fa£t 
before  the  juftice  of  peace,  together  with  above  twenty  other 
robberies.  At  the  fame  time  he  (hewed  me  an  advertisement, 
which  defcribed  the  mail  to  be  robbed  by  two  men ;  whereas 
Wilfon’s  information  made  them  three  in  number. 

At  his  trial,  during  the  fix  hours  it  lafled,  he  behaved  bim- 
felf  in  a  decent  and  becoming  manner.  When  he  found  him- 
felf  cond  mned,  and  well  knew  the  confequence  was  certain 
death,  he  put  on  a  deportment  furprizingly  odd  and  bold,  ar¬ 
raigning  the  court,  and  difcovering  (as  he  fancied)  feveral  ir¬ 
regular  proceedings  at  his  trial. 

But  though  he  could  not  at  firfl  be  induced  to  allow,  that 
the  fentence  paft  upon  him  was  agreeable  to  equity,  declaring 
that,  had  a  certain  perfon  been  faithful  to  him,  the  jury  could 
never  have  found  him  guilty;  and  that  the  mildnefs  of  the 
judge  was  not  very  remarkable  in  this  cafe  :  yet,  after  I  had 
talked  with  him  twice  in  private,  I  found  thofe  prejudices  were 
of  themfelves  fled  from  him  ;  for  he  told  me  then,  that  he  was 
perfe£Uy  eafy,  and  fatisfied  to  die,  and  had  no  ill-wili  towards 
any  body. 

Being  told  by  a  gentleman,  that  he  ought  to  bear  no  malice 
towards  WHfon,  his  friend  aud  accufer,  becaufe  be  acffed  not 
out  of  ill-will  to  him,  but  to  preferve  his  life  ;  he  anfwered, 
that  life  was  fweet,  efpecially  to  thofe  in  their  courfe  of  life, 
yet  he  himfelf  would  have  died  more  deaths  than  one.  rather 
than  have  betrayed  his  friend,  and  embrued  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  his  companion  :  however,  he  freely  forgave  him, 
from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart,  and  wifhed  the  Creator 
would  fo  forgive  him. 

As  to  his  deportment,  there  could  be  no  objection  againft 
it.  It  was  ferious  with  forrow,  and  obfervant  with  fear.  But, 
as  his  death  drew  near,  he  appeared  to  be  much  more  (hocked 
than  George  Simpfon.  At  the  facrament  on  Friday,  he 
changed  countenance,  when  I  told  him  we  were  to  conclude 
the  facrament,  prayers,  and  all  by  nine  of  the  clock,  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  being  the  day  for  execution.  During  his  de¬ 
votions 
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votions  he  fhed  a  great  many  tears,  which  none  elfe  did  ; 
which  he  alfo  did  at  the  fermon  preached  laft  before  his  death. 

At  the  prayers,  the  morning  that  he  fuffered,  though  he 
always  aimed  at  a  fettled  and  compofed  countenance,  he  yet 
appeared  ruffled  and  fome-what  terrified. 

George  Simhfon ,  about  thirty- four  years  of  age,  was  born  at 
Putney  in  Surry.  He  faid  that  his  father  was  a  wine  mer¬ 
chant,  and  had  a  confiderable  eftate  ;  and  that  though  he  was 
fome  time  mean,  yet  he  was  born  a  gentleman.  He  added, 
that  his  father  removing  from  Surry  into  Lincoinfhire,  did  not 
fo  well  bear  up  his  head,  yet  he  gave  him  a  good  education, 
aud  he  underftood  fomething  of  the  law.  He  alfo  faid,  that 
fome  thought  afheriff’s  bailiff  (which  he  was  at  Lincoln)  an 
ungenteel  employment,  but  he  thought  a  man  might  behave 
himfelf  in  it  as  became  a  gentleman,  and  fometimes  where  tl  c 
bufinefs  would  not  fet  oft'  the  man,  the  man  has  fet  oft'  the  bu- 
finefs ;  and  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  art  of  racking  men 
too  feverely  for  civility  money.  He  told  me  befides,  that, 
when  he  kept  a  public-houfe  at  Lincoln,  he  permitted  no 
irregularity  to  be  committed  there  ;  but  he  believed  he  was  at 
that  time  of  day  as  well  looked  upon  as  thofe  who  were  in 
higher  quality  and  fortune,  frequently  turning  away  lewd  men 
and  women,  who  would  willingly  have  tranfadled  their  lewd- 
nefs  under  his  roof.  But,  delighting,  he  faid,  too  much  in 
pleafure,  though  the  diverfions  were  innocent,  yet  his  bufinefs 
decayed  infenfibly,  and  he  was  obliged  to  abfeond,  and  foon 
fly  the  country.  Afterwards  he  faid,  when  he  was  fervant  to 
the  lord  Caftlemain,  he  could  defy  the  world  to  alledge  any 
thing  to  his  prejudice. 

He  added,  that  when  he  left  the  lord  Caftlemain’s  place, 
he  had  no  occafion  to  have  again  fubmitted  to  the  meannefs 
of  fuch  a  ftation,  but  that  the  loweft  life  was  to  him  more 
eligible,  than  the  higheft  vicious  one  at  that  happy  time.  But, 
to  prevent  temptation,  he  afterwards  ferved  Mr.  Green  as 
a  footman  ;  yet  was  not  eafy  in  fuch  a  poft,  but  aimed  at  fome 
writing  bufinefs,  as  to  keep  accompts,  or  the  like.  That  he 
was  afflftant  to  Mr.  Grubfhaw,  a  fruiterer,  in  colledling  his 
debts  ;  and  to  his  own  after  Elliot,  of  Bautry,  in  managing 
her  affairs,  after  the  deceafe  of  her  hufband,  {he  being  left 
with  fome  fmall  children. 

He  was  perfedlly  compofed  and  eafy  under  his  troubles, 
never  fhed  a  tear,  never  feemed  terrified  at  the  approach 
of  death,  but  was  conftant  and  regular  in  his  devotions, 
ferious  at  the  facrament,  and  maintained  the  very  fame  de¬ 
portment 
\  ■* 
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portment  to  the  laft  of  his  life.  He  faid*  that  Wiifon  was 
compelled  to  end  his  own  days,  or  fliorten  theirs  ;  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  againft  him  ,  yet  did  believe,  there  Was 
fuch  a  tie  and  obligation  in  oaths,  that  he  might  queftion, 
whether  even  the  good  could  excufe  the  breaking  through 
them. 

He  faid,  it  was  his  unhappinefs  never  to  have  lived  with  the 
perfon  who  was  his  wife  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  his 
good  fortune,  not  to  have  any  children  to  bequeath  to  dif- 
grace,  and  to  the  briars  of  a  wretched  world  ;  he  added, 
that  yet,  as  her  relations  were  perfons  of  eftate  and  account, 
he  might  have  entertained  good  expectations  after  their  de- 
ceafe,  had  he  not  rendered  his  own  profpedls  and  their  in¬ 
tentions  abortive. 

Three  days  before  his  execution,  he  told  me  lie  felt  an  un¬ 
common  inward  compofure  of  his  mind,  was  entirely  eafy  at 
the  profpect  of  death,  as  he  had  deferved  it,  and  had  ex¬ 
pected  a  turn  of  fortune  a  good  while,  he  faid,  before  it  came 
upon  him,  defiring  to  receive  the  holy  communion  twice  be¬ 
fore  hefuffered,  which  I  agreed  to. 

TV,  and  fame  Time  before  their  Execution . 

John.  Hawkins ,  being  told  by  a  gentleman,  that  Wiifon 
owned,  that  he  and  Hawkins,  &c.  were  concerned  in  cutting 
out  the  antient  woman’s  tongue,  and  throwing  it  over  the 
hedge  into  the  road,  becaufe  file  told  the  people  in  the  robbed 
coach,  that  fhe  knew  one  of  the  robbers  ;  this  prifoner’s 
anfwer  was,  that  he  never  dealt  in  barbarous  aCtions.  1  told 
him,  I  had  received  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  Butler  Fox, 
who  defired  he  would  acquit  Fox,  if  he  and  Simpfon  were 
alone  concerned  in  that  robbery,  for  which  Fox  died  ;  he 
feemed  inclined  to  it,  but  faid,  the  benefitting  that  woman, 
would  be  harming  another  perfon,  if  he  made  any  public  de¬ 
claration  to  the  people.  But,  as  for  the  robbing  any  noble¬ 
man’s  coach  near  Richmond,  and  taking  a  ring  much  valued, 
as  being  a  prefent  from  another  perfon  of  quality,  he  ab~ 
jfolutely  denied  it. 

George  Simpfon,  i aid,  that  as  a  certain  non-juror  had  allured 
him,  it  was  not  neceflary  to  confefs  any  thing,  he  was  re- 
folved  to  confefs  nothing  ;  but  faid,  their  robberies  about 
London  had  been  fo  numerous,  that  they  were  too  tedious 
then  to  recount,  nor  were  they  of  any  fignification  to  the 
world. 
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They  were  '  conveyed  between  nine  and  ten  of  the 
dock,  to  execution.  No  one  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  a 
coach,  they  appeared  in  the  carts  with  uncommon  tokens  of 
repentance,  fcarce  ever  railing  their  eyes  from  their  books, 
to  regard  the  great  crowds  about  them,  nor  tarrying  to  drink 
quantities  of  liquor,  as  is  ufually  done. 

John  HiWkins ,  defiring  the  fpedators  to  be  lllent,  faid, 
“  Chriftians  !  I  am  brought  to  this  place  of  fliame  for  my 
fins ;  I  hope,  and  earneftly  hope  all  chriftians  will  join  with 
me  in  prayer  for  the  pardon  of  my  crimes  ;  1  forgive  all,  and 
hope  to  be  forgiven  of  all  myfelf.  I  beg  all  here  prefent  will 
take  warning  by  my  wretched  death,  and  avoid  what  led  to  it. 
Pray  for  me,  bleffed  people  !  pray  for  my  departing  foul ! 
Chri ff5  receive  me  !  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly.5’  Being  in 
fome  confufion,  he  was  turned  off,  and  died,  not  without 
prodigious  difficulty  and  ftruggling  ;  contrary  to  his  friend, 
who  was  more  compofed  before  he  died,  and  more  eafily  loft 
his  breath. 

The  fame  day  that  Hawkins  and  Simpfon  were  hanged  at 
Tyburn,  their  bodies  were  carried  to  Hounflow-heath,  and 
there  hanged  in  irons  on  a  gibbet  ereded  for  that  purpofe, 
not  far  from  that  on  which  Benjamin  Child  was  hanged  in  the 
fame  manner. 


JOHN  MOLONY,  and  JAMES,  alias  VALENTINE 
CARRICI*,  for  a  Street-Robbery,  July,  1722. 

I OHN  MOLONY,  alias  Malhony,  and  James  Car- 
.1  rick,  were  indided  (with  Daniel  Carrol,  not  then 
taken)  for  affaulting  William  Young,  Efq;  on  the  high-way, 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  $  putting  him  in  fear* 
and  taking  from  him  a  gold  repeating  watch,  value  50 1.  a 
chryftal  fnuff-box,  value  3 1.  a  filver  hiked  fword,  value  3 1. 
and  forty  guineas,  July  1,  1722. 

Mr.  Young .  I  took  a  chiir  at  the  Bedford-head  tavern, 
in  Southampton-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  on  Sunday  the  firft 
of  this  month,  between  one  and  two  in  the  morning.  As 
the  chair  was  turning  into  Little-Queen-ftreet,  I  faw  three  men 
advancing  towards  me.  The  foremoft  ftepped  up  to  the 

chairman,  and  clapping  a  piftol  to  his  ear,  faid,  G — d  d - n 

ye,  fet  down,  or  I  will  fhoot  you  through  the  head.  Then, 
putting  a  piftol  into  the  chair,  he  faid  to  me,  your  money. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  I  am  in  hafte.  I  gave  him  about  eleven  (hillings,  but  his 
hand  trembling,  fome  of  the  money  dropt  between  us. — — 

G— d  d - n  ye,  Sir,  fays  he,  do  you  drop  your  money  ? 

And  perceiving  it  was  filver,  he  added,  G — d  d- - n  ye. 

Sir,  do  ye  trifle?  And  one  of  his  companions  putting  his  head 
in  at  the  right  fide  of  the  chair,  faid,  G— d  d~ — — n  ye,  Sir* 
do  ye  ?  The  fir  ft  man  took  away  my  fword,  a  gold  watch,  a 
chryftal  fiuff-box,  fome  papers  of  confequence,  and  my 
purfe  with  forty  guineas  in  it ;  but  he  miffed  my  ring, 
which  1  drcpt  in  the  chair :  and  when  he  had  done,  the  other 
faid  to  the  chairman,  now,  ye  dog,  go  on  with  your  chair  as 
(aft  as  you  can.  Then  the  rogues  made  off,  and  the  chair¬ 
men  carrying  me  to  the  end  of  the  ftreet,  fet  me  down,  and 
puriued  them  ;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  1  heard  that  one  of 
them  was  taken.  He  that  rifled  me  was  a  little,  fair  man,  in 
a  black  coat,  and  a  light  tie-wig  ;  and  I  verily  believe  Car- 
rick  is  the  fame  perfon.  And  he  on  the  ride  fide  of  the  chair 
was  no  lefs  like  Malony,  a  tall,  fwarthy  fellow,  with  a  large 
filver  laced  hat,  a  black  cravat,  and  his  wig  tied  up  in  a  bag: 
it  was  he  who  was  taken,  and  he  was  then  in  the  fame  drefs. 
I  went  to  him  in  the  round-houfe:  he  afked  me  if  I  knew 
him  ?  I  faid  yes.  .And  will  you  fwear  it  ?  fays  he,  if  you 
do,  you  will  be  perjured  !  for  I  am  innocent  of  the  fact.  I  perT 
funded  him  to  confefs.  You  have  no  othr  way,  fays  I,  to 
fare  yourfelf,  than  by  convidfing  the  other  two,  and  then 
the  law  gives  you  your  life.  He  fill  denied  his  guilt,  and  fo  I 
left  bim  ;  but  the  next  morning  he  fent  for  me  to  the  Compter, 
and  told  me,  that  Carrick  and  Daniel  Carrol  were  the  two 
that  were  with  him  when  I  was  robbed.  My  papers  were 
all  brought  to  me  the  fame  day. 

William Gflndall,  Chairman.  I  know  both  the  prifoners 
very  wrell,  Carrick  came  foremoft,  and  joftled  againft  me  ; 
I  puffed  him  off;  upon  which  Malony  came  up,  and  faid, 
G  * — d  d ——  n  ve,  (land  !  and  a  third  man  came  behind  me. 
Carrick  dapped  a  piftol  to  my  head,  and  fwore  he  would 
(hoot  me,  if  I  ft irred  a  foot.  Malony  drew  his  fword,  and 
itood  over  me  ;  and  then  Carrick  went  with  fis  piftol  to  the 
chair.  Mr.  Young  gave  him  fome  fiver;  upon  which  he 
faid,  d  — — n  ye,  Sir,  do  ye  trifle?  and  fo  he  fearched  Mr. 
Young  ;  and  I  heard  Mr.  Young  fay,  my  letters  are  of  con-* 
jequence  to  me,  but  of  none  to  you.  When  Carrick  had 
done  fearching,  Malony  faid  to  me,  now,  ye  dog  you,  go 
on  ksfaft  as  you  can;  or,  G — d  d — - — n  ye,  1  will  run  ye 
through,  and  fo  they  made  off ;  and  we  went  about  twenty 
yards  with  the  chair,  and  then  fet  it  down,  and  pulled  out  the 
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poles,  and  purfued  them,  with  a  cry  of  flop  thief.  They 
run  through  Stone  Cutters-Alley,  and  along  the  arched  paflage 
joining  to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle’s  houfe  ;  where  a  watch¬ 
man  who  flood  up  in  the  dark,  flopped  Molony,  but  he, 
having  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  wounded  the  watchman 
in  the  arm,  and,  getting  loofe,  ran  into  Lincoin’s-Inn- 
Fields.  The  watchman  fent  his  dog  after  him  :  the  dog 
feized  him  in  the  middle  of  thefirfl  quarter, |chrew  him  down, 
and  made  him  cry  out  like  a  hare,  when  fhe  is  firft  taken  by  a 
hound.  * 

Court.  Mr.  Young,  by  what  light  did  you  fee  the  pri- 
foners  when  they  robbed  you  ? 

Mr.  Young.  I  faw  them  plainly  by  the  chairmen’s  lanthorn. 
When  Garrick  was  going  to  rifle  me,  he  bid  one  of  them  go 
over  the  way  :  but  Molony  afked  Garrick  what  he  fent  him 
away  for  ;  and  calling  to  the  chairmen,  d — — n  ye,  villains, 
fays  'he,  come  back,  or  I  will  run  ye  through.  And  the 
chairman  coming  back,  Molony  flood  over  him  with  his 
fward.  He  bid  the  chairmen  hold  their  hats  before  their  face, 
but  they  held  them  a  little  on  one  fide,  fo  that  they  could  fee 
what  was  done. 

Carrick.  Pray,  Sir,  which  fide  of  the  chair  was  I  on 
when  you  fay  I  robb  d  you  ? 

Mr.  Young.  On  the  left  fide. 

Carrick.  Now  that  is  a  lie,  for  I  was  on  the  right  fide  *. 

I  fhall  catch  you  again  prefently.  What  coloured  coat 
had  I  ? 

Mr.  Young.  Black. 

Carrick.  I  can  prove  the  reverfe. - What  fort  of  a 

wig? 

Mr.  Young.  A  light  tie-wig.  . 

Carrick.  That  is  another  damned  lie  of  yours — for  you 
know,  Mr.  Molony,  that  you  and  I  changed  wigs  that  night, 
and  yours  is  a  dark  brown.  Had  i  two  psftols  in  one  hand, 
or  one  in  each  hand  ? 

Mr.  Young.  I  faw  but  one  piftol. 

Carrick.  Then  your  eye-fight  failed  ye. 

John  Brooks ,  the  other  chairman,  confirmed  the  evidence 
of  Grindall. 

Richard  Felton ,  watchman.  Plearing  a  cry  of  flop  thief, 

[  flood  up  in  the  dark,  under  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle’s  arch. 
Molony  came  running  along  with  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand, 
and  fwearing,  d— n  his  blood,  the  firft  man  that  touched 

*  The  reader  will  doubtlefs  imagine  that  Carrick  was  an  Hibernian. 

c>  O  him 
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him  was  a  dead  man.  When  he  came  within  my  reach,  f 
knocked  him  down,  but  he  got  up  again,  wounded  me  in  the 
arm,  and  ran  away.  My  dog  followed,  and  Seized  him  in 
LrncolnVlpn-Fields,-  he  cried  out,  and  the  chairmen  went 
and  took  the  dog  off,  and  carried  my  gentleman  to  the 
round-houfe. 

.'John  Franklin.  About  two  years  ago,  I  bought  a  Stiver 
hiked  fword  of  Carrick,  which  he  was  afterwards  tried  for 
flealing ;  but  before  he  was  taken,  I  had  fold  the  fword 
to  Mr.  Brounker.  And  laft  Monday  morning  I  heard  that 
Carrick  was  concerned  in  robbing  Mr.  Young,  and  I 
told  Mr  'Brounker  of  it,  Carrick  coming  that  evening 
to  Mr.  Brounker’s  door  in  a  coacn,  we  followed  and  took 
him. 

Francis  Brounker ,  falefman,  in  Monmouth -ft  reet.  On 
Monday  about  noon,  Mr.  Franklin  told  me,  that  the  man 
Be  had  bought  a  fword  of  was  in  an  information  for  a 
flrcet-robhcry.  In  the  evening  Carrick  came  in  a  coach 
to  my  door,  and  denred  to  fee  a  fust  of  clothes.  Fly  man 
went  up  to  fetch  Some  down  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  pray, 
Sir,  fays  I  to  Carrick,  ftep  out,  for  you  cannot  So  well  fee 
in  the  coach.  G— d  d — n  ye,  Sir,  fays  he,  do  ye  think  I 
have  loft  my  eyes  ?  And  So  he  ordered  the  coach- man  to  drive 
away.  My  man  coming  down  told  me,  that  he  believed 
this  was  he  that  Itole  the  fword.  Then,  Said  I,  he  is  in  an 
information  for  a  robbery  ,  and  fo  we  followed  and  took 
him,  juft  as  he  was  coming  out  of  another  (hop,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough’s  head. 

V_J 

John  Wlgglngion ,  Broun ker’s  Servant.  As  I  was  Band¬ 
ing  at  my  maker’s  door,  Carrick  flopped  in  a  coach,  and 
beckoning  to  me,  I  went  to  him.  He  (aid  he  wanted  a  Suit 
of  clothes.  I  thought  I  had  Seen  him  before,  and  going  up 
for  Some  clothes,  I  recollected  that  I  had  taken  him  about  two 
years  before,  for  (Sealing  a  Silver  hiked  fword.  When  I 
came  down  again  he  w<*s  gone.  I  told  my  m  fter  who  be 
yvas,  and  fo  we  followed  and  apprehended  him,  and  found  this 
watch,  this  Snuff-box,  a  pair  of  Silver  buckles,  and  fifteen 
guineas  upon  him- 

Mr.  'Young.  This  is  the  watch,  and  this  is  the  Snuff-box 
that  I  was  robbed  of. 

Wlgglngton  s  evidence  was  confirmed  by  John  Chandler. 

Molony.  I  was  drinking  with  Carrick  and  Carrol  on  Sun¬ 
day  night  till  twelve  o'clock,  when  they  began  to  quarrel ; 
but  upon  my  advifing  them  to  be  friends,  and  not  make  any 
ffifturbance  in  the  houfe,  they  were  foop  pacified,  and  agreed 

to 
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to  walk  out  together.  They  went  foremoft,  and  I  being  very 
drunk,  could  not  keep  up  with  them,  but  was  forced  to  fol¬ 
low  at  a  little  distance.  When  they  came  to  the  corner  of 
Queen-ffreet,  Carrick  rufhed  againft  a  chairman,  and  1  heard 
fomebody  fay,  G — d  d — n  your  blood,  Sir,  do  ye  trifle! 
and  d — n  your  blood,  Sir,  do  ye  ?  As  I  knew  nothing  of 
their  defign,  I  thought  it  had  only  been  a  drunken  quarrel ; 
but  when  I  came  to  them,  I  understood  they  had  robbed  the 
chair,  at  which  I  was  very  much  furprifed  ;  and  thinking  my- 
felf  in  the  fame  danger,  by  being  feen  in  their  company,  I 
endeavoured  to  make  my  efcape,  as  any  prudent  man  would 
have  done  in  the  like  circumStances. 

Carrick .  1  will  prove,  that  lafl  Sunday  morning,  Carrol 

knocked  at  the  door  where  I  lodged,  and  brought  me  the 
watch  and  fnuff-box. 

Catherine  Conway.  Lafl  Sunday  morning  early,  Molony 
came  to  Carrick  in  Little-  Wild-ftreet,  and  delivered  a  watch 
and  fnuff-box  to  him,  and  Said  he  brought  it  from  Daniel 
Carrol. 

Court.  That  could  not  be,  becaufe  Molony  was  then  in 
cuflody  ;  and,  befides,  Carrick  himfelf  fays,  he  had  it  from 
Carrol’s  own  hand. 

The  jury  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty.  Death . 

James ,  alias  Valentine  Carrick ,  was  born  in  Dublin.  His 
father,  who  was  a  jeweller,  having  acquired  a  confiderable 
fortune,  left  off  trade,  and  lived  upon  his  eftate.  He  had 
three  Tons.  He  obtained  for  the  eldeft  the  place  of  a  com- 
miflioner  ;  procured  the  Second  to  be  a  cornet  of  horfe,  and 
made  an  eniign  of  James,  who  was  the  youngefl. 

In  this  capacity  matter  Jemmy  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the 
regiment  he  belonged  to,  which  was  then  in  Spain.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  he  Signalized  himfelf  by  feveral  engagements 
with  the  Spanifh  ladies  of  pleafure,  and  was  not  a  little  proud 
of  his  fuccefs  ;  for  he  fancied  every  Surrender  was  a  proof  of 
his  own  irrefiffible  charms.  He  was,  indeed,  a  brifk  young 
fellow,  and  well  Shaped ;  but  his  ffature  was  a  little  below  a 
middle  Size,  and  his  complexion  pale.  The  extent  of  his  un¬ 
derstanding  may  be  gueffed  at,  by  the  defence  he  made  at  his 
trial.  He  overflowed  with  impertinence,  and  was  fo  vain  of 
his  perfon,  his  drefs,  and  what  he  mittook  for  gallantry, 
that  it  Seemed  his  chief  ambition  to  merit  the  chara£ter  of  the 
moft  pretty,  gay,  fmart  and  diffolute  fellow  in  the  army. 
In  a  word,  he  w$s  a  fop,  a  coxcomb,  and  a  rake,  and 

O  2  Squandered 
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fquandered  away  his  time  and  his  money  in  drefiing,  gaining* 
drinking,  and  debauchery  of  every  kind-. 

A  peace  being  concluded,  he  loll  his  commiffion,  and 
came  to  London,  where  he  was  fo  far  from  reforming  his 
manners,  that  he  grew  more  vicious  than  ever.  No  company 
was  fo  agreeable  to  him,  as  what  he  met  with  at  the  gaming¬ 
tables,  and  that  of  the  lewdeft  women  the  town  afforded. 
But,  as  the  remittances  he  received  from  his  friends,  were  by 
no  means  fufBcient  to  fupport  his  extravagance,  he  was 
quickly  reduced  to  very  low  circumffances.  T  hus  neceffitous, 
he  became  a  penfioner  to  feme  of  the  trading  ladies  of  the 
hundreds  of  Drury.  But  ftill  his  txpences  exceeded  his  in¬ 
come.  It  happened  one  night,  that  being  at  a  gaming-table, 
he  met  with  a  countryman  of  his,  wbofe  name  was  Smith 
and  fortune  proving  perverfe  to  them  both,  they  bellowed 
their  curfes  upon  her  with  mutual  liberality,  and  went  away 
together.  As  they  walked  along,  they  confulted  how  they 
fhould  make  up  their  Ioffes,  and  maintain  themfelves  like 
gentlemen.  Robbery  was  no  former  propofed  than  agreed 
to.  This  they  quickly  put  in  practice,  with  tolerable  fuc- 
cefs,  considering  they  were  but  novices :  bur,  however,  as  it 
fell  fhort  of  their  expeditions,  they  joined  in  a  confe¬ 
deracy  with  another  Irifhman,  Thomas  Butler,  who  was 
an  old  experienced  pradlitioner.  Thus  united,  they  com* 
mitted  innumerable  robberies  on  Baglhot-Heath,  Hounflow- 
Heath,  and  Finchley-Common,  by  which .  they  fometimes 
acquired  confidcrablc  prizes.  But  their  extravagance  iar 
d refs ,  in  gaming,  and  debauchery,  foon  exhaufted  whatever 
they  got. 

There  is  no  union  fo  liable  to  difTolution,  as  that  of  fe¬ 
lons;  for  not  only  their  mutual  diftruft  makes  them  fre¬ 
quently  betray  one  another,  but  the  common  courfe  of  juilice, 
often  puts  an  end  to  it. 

Butler,  attempting  to  rob  a  coach  in  Surry,  was  wounded, 
feized,  and  committed  to  the  Marfhalfea.  As  he  had  been 
rewarded  by  the  government  for  intercepting  a  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  he  was  in  hopes  of  procuring  his  li¬ 
berty,  by  pretending  to  make  further  difeoveries.  But,  fail¬ 
ing  in  this,  he  impeached  Garrick,  and  thought  himfelf  fure 
of  being  made  an  evidence.  Sir  Juftinian  Ilham,  having 
been  robbed  by  Butler,  and  hearing  that  fuch  a  perfon  was 
taken,  fern  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Ofgood,  to  enquire  if 
Butler  was  the  man.  Mr.  Ofgood  enquired  of  Butler  hini- 
feif,  who,  ft  ill  depending  upon  his  being  admitted  an  evi¬ 
dence. 
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dence,  readily  confeffed  the  robbery,  but  found  himfelf  dis¬ 
appointed  ;  for  he  was  removed  by  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  New¬ 
gate,  tried  and  condemn  d  for  this  very  fact,  at  tne  Old- 
Bailey,  and  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Carriers  relations  in  Ireland,  hearing  of  this  imneach- 
ment,  fent  feveral  letters,  entreating:  him  to  confider  the 
fatal  efiedfs  of  continuing  in  fuch  a  courfe,  as  he  was  then 
engaged  in ;  an  untimely  and  infamous  death  to  himfelf,  and 
an  indelible  ftain  on  his  family  :  and  prefiing  him  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  to  break  off  his  vicious  acquaintance,  and 
return  to  Dublin  ;  his  elder  brother  in  particular,  promifed 
not  only  to  meet  him  on  the  way,  and  conduct  him  thither  ; 
but  to  procure  him  a  place  there,  that  would  be  fufHcient  to 
maintain  him  handfomely. 

Garrick however,  had  already  given  fuch  a  loofe  to  his 
actions,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  living  under 
reftraint.  Regardlefs  of  the  advice,  entreaties,  and  offers  of 
his  friends,  he  refolved  to  be  irreclaimable. 

He  commonly  robbed  in  company,  though  fometimes 
he  ventured  by  himfelf,  as  will  appear  in  the  following 
trials. 

In  September,  1720,  ’James  Garrick  was  indited  for 
Healing  a  filver  hiked  fvvord,  value  35  s.  the  goods  of  Thomas 
W  ebfier. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be 
tranfported  ;  but  that  fentence  was  afterwards  changed  fox 
burning  in  the  hand,  which  was  done  in  May,  1721. 

In  April,  1721,  he  was  indi&ed  by  the  name  of  Valen¬ 
tine  Garrick ,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields,  for  affaulting 
George  Clemfon  in  his  houfe,  and  robbing  him  of  five  filver 
fpoons,  eleven  guineas,  two  broad  pieces,  and  half  a  broad 
piece,  April  13,  1721  j  but  no  evidence  appearing  againft 
him  he  was  acquitted. 

After  this  he  became  acquainted  with  Wcolham  and  Addis: 
for,  in  December,  1721,  „ 

James  Garrick,  Jofeph  Wool}? am,  and  Samuel  Addis  were  in - 
didted  for  fubornation  of  perjury,  in  procuring  Mary 
Deanly,  alias  Dingle,  to  fwear  a  robbery  againft  Thomas 
Charlefworth,  who  was  then  in  Newgate  :  but  the  evidence 
not  being  fufficient,  they  were  acquitted. 

Garrick ,  in  the  laft  year  of  his  life,  made  a  very  con- 
fid  enable  figure  among  thofe  of  his  own  profcfiicn  ,  he  was 
loud  of  ill  company,  but  now  he  fell  in  with  the  moft  vi!- 

1  latnous 
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lainous  fet  about  London,  Daniel  Carrol,  Robert  Wilkinfbft, 
Ja.  Lincoln,  Wm,  Lock,  Richard  Oakey,  1  ho.  Milkfop, 

John  Dyer,  Simon  Jacobs,  - -  Sturges,  Humphrey 

Angier,  Thomas  Smith,  alias  Newcomb,  and  John  Molony, 
alias  Malhoni,  and  feveral  more.  Wi.h  thefe  he  committed 
a  great  number  of  robberies,  of  which  v/e  fhall  give  a  farther 
account  in  forne  of  their  trials. 

While  he  lay  under  fentence  of  death,  his  behaviour  was 
the  fame  it  had  been  at  his  trial  ;  he  fhewed  the  fame  foppifh 
airs,  the  fame  levity  and  unconcern,  and  was  as  full  of  jokes. 
And  as  thefe  were  novelties  in  the  condemned-hold,  and  the 
chapel  of  Newgate,  it  was  no  wonder  that  the  report  of 
them  encreafed  the  number  of  his  vifitors,  and  the  profit 
of  his  keepers.  Carrick  perceiving  the  people  came  in 
a- pace  ;  you  pay  your  money,  good  folks,  fays  he,  to  fee 
me  in  Newgate,  but  if  you  will  go  to  Tyburn  to-morrow* 
you  may  fee  me  for  nothing. 

There  was  no  perfuading  him  to  refrain  from  ccnverhng 
with  feme  proftitutes  of  his  acquaintance,  who  were  almoft 
continually  with  him  in  Newgate,  and  followed  him  to  the 
gallows. 

When  he  came  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  fmiled 
upon,  and  made  his  bows  to  all  he  knew.  Inftead  of  pray¬ 
ing  with  the  reft  of  the  criminals,  he  employed  that  time 
in  giggling,  taking  fnufF,  and  making  apiiii  motions  to  divert 
himfelf  and  the  mob.  When  prayers  were  over,  he  told 
them,  the  fheiiffs  had  made  an  order,  that  no  furgeons  fhould 
touch  his  body.  The  Ordinary  advifed  him  to  confider, 
whither  he  was  going.  To  which  he  anfwered,  that,  be¬ 
ing  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  had  received  the  faerament, 
and  prepared  for  death  in  his  own  way  ;  and  then  giving 
himfelf  fome  pretty  and  genteel  ,  airs,  (as  he  feemed 
to  think  them)  in  adjufting  the  baiter  about  his  neck,  the 
cart  was  drawn  away. 

And  thus  this  compofition  of  folly,  vanity,  debauchery, 
and  villainy,  finiflied  his  courfe  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday, 
July  1 8,  1722,  in  the  27th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Molony ,  alias  Malhoni,  was  born  in  Dublin  :  while 
he  was  very  young  he  went  to  fea  with  the  Queen’s  letter, 
and  failed  with  the  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean.  He  continued 
in  the  fem’ce  till  the  fhip  he  belonged  to  happened  to  be  loft  ; 
and  there  being  a  preemption,  that  he,  and  fome  others  of 
the  failors,  had  been  the  occafion  of  it,  either  through  care- 
lefnefs  or  defign,  they  were  called  to  a  ftridt  account,  but  as 

nothing 
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nothing  was  proved  again  ft  them  they  were  difeharged.  After 
this  he  entered  with  others  on  board  a  privateer,  and  they 
fuceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  few  months  they  took  feveral  pi¬ 
rate  veiiels,  by  which  they  made  a  large  addition  to  the  fmall 
Hock  they  fet  out  with. 

The  privateer  being  ordered  to  England,  the  men  were 
paid  and  difeharged.  Malony  was  now  out  of  employment, 
he  had  indeed  enough  to  have  put  himfelr  into  an  honeft 
way  of  living,  but  that  was  what  he  had  no  inclination  to. 
His  delight  was  to  haunt  taverns,  baudv-houfes  and  gaming¬ 
tables,  and  at  fuch  places  he  (cattered  away  his  money  in  l.fs 
time  than  he  had  gathered  it. 

1  hus  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  poverty,  he.  lived  for  a  while  by 
fpuoging  upon  his  old  companions,  when  the  dice  turned  up 
in  their  favour.  This  indeed  kept  him  from  ftarving,  but 
as  it  was  uncertain,  and  far  from  being  fufficient  to  fupport  his 
uiual  extravagances,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  another  manner. 

From  the  bufine's  of  a  gamefter  to  that  of  a  highwayman 
is  a  common  and  very  eafy  tranfition  ;  their  merits  <  *e  fo 
near  an  equality,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay,  which  of  the  two  is 
nioft  worthy  of  the  gallows.  Several  of  his  acquaintance  had 
already  paft  from  one  of  thefe  occupations  to  the  other,  and 
the  time  was  now  come,  when  he  himfelf  was  determined  to 
purfue  the  fame  courfe,  and  add  one  to  their  company.  As 
loon  as  his  fentiments  were  known  to  them,  they  made  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  admitting  him  to  be  joint-adventurer,  for  no  man 
could  appear  fitter  for  fuch  an  undertaking. 

He  was  a  tall,  large  boned,  fwarthy,  grim  fellow,  had  an 
uncommon  fiercenefs  in  his  looks,  and  he  fwore  with  a  voice 
like  thunder. 

Thefe  confederates  made  frequent  excurfions,  and  commit* 
ted  a  great  number  of  robberies  in  and  about  London,  till 
fome  of  them  were  taken  and  hanged,  and  others  run  away 
to  Ireland,  for  fear  of  meeting  the  fame  reward  ;  but  Molony 
continued  fkulking  about  town,  till  the  danger  was  pretty  well 
over. 

It  feems,  there  was  a  fufpicion  of  his  being  at  leaf:  an  ac¬ 
complice  with  fome  who  were  guilty  of  coining,  for  in  March 
laft  (if  Jonathan  Wild’s  oath  may  be  credited)  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon  for  uttering  counterfeit  money,  but,  the  bill 
not  being  found,  he  was  fet  at  liberty  again. 

In  two  or  three  weeks  after  his  difebarge,  hearing  that  one 
Dorothy  Wade,  an  old  gentlewoman,  in  St.  Catherine’s,  was 

confiderably 


1 12  J  A  C  K  S  0  N  and  M  URP  H  E  Y,  for  Robbery. 

confiderablv  rich,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  make  his  ad” 
drefies  to  her,  in  the  quality  of  an  honourable  lover. 

And  lie  gained  his  point  at  the  find;  vifit,  without  the  leaft 
difficulty;  for  the  good  old  lady  was  as  much  transported  with 
the  hidden  profpect  of  matrimony,  as  a  condemned  criminal 
could  be  at  the  unexpended  news  of  a  pardon.  No  wonder 
then  that  f he  did  not  reject  an  overture  that  promifed  the 
fame  blefftngs ;  but,  impatient  to  be  put  in  poftbflion,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  next  morning  for  that  purpofe. 

T  hey  met  accordingly,  and  were  married  ;  but  the  day  af¬ 
ter  the  wedding,  Molony  found  he  was  bit;  for  the  old 
gentlewoman  had  but  a  few  days  before  difpofed  of  her  ef- 
ledts  to  John  Duval,  who  had  married  her  gran  d-d  .ugh  ter, 
and  be  with  the  a fli franco  of  his  fen  ant  maid,  Mary  Bright, 
had"  removed  mo  if  of  the  goods  and  money.  Vexei  at  this 
difappointrnent,  Molony  perfuaded  his  fpoufe  to  profecute 
them  for  felony,  which,  to  oblige  her  hufband,  fne  con  fen  ted 
to  ;  but  they  were  both  acquitted. 

He  pro  felled  himfelf  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  declared, 
that  he  was  earn  eft  in  his  repentance,  and  had  prepared  him¬ 
felf  for  another  world,  according  to  his  own  fentiments  of 
religion. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  with  Garrick  and  three  others, 
on  Wednefday,  July  1 8,  1722. 

What  beca  me  of  Daniel  Carrol  may  be  feen  in  the  account 
hereafter  given  of  Jofeph  Blake*  alias  Bluefkin. 


NATHANIEL  JACKSON  and  JOHN  MUR- 
P  H  E  Y,  alias  MORPHE  W,  for  a  Robbery,  July, 


t  r  o  q 
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T  A  T  H  AN  IE  L  JACKSON  and  John  Murphey, 
^  alias  Morphew,  of  St.  Pancras,  were  indited  for  af- 
falilting  Richard  Dennit  on  the  high  a  ay,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  him  two  fhirts,  value  ics.  a  coat  and  waift- 
coat,  value  2  es.  fi^e  ounces  of  human  hair,  value  ics.  fix 
lemons,  a  handkerchief,  and  igd.  in  money,  June.  20,  i  722. 

Richard  Dennit.  About  it  at  night,  I  was  walking  be¬ 
tween  Tottenb&m-Court  and  Kampftead,  with  a  bafket  of 


:ms  upon  my  head  ;  a  man  f  whole  name,  I  have  ft  nee 
learned,  is  Neal  O’Brian)  came  out  of  the  grafts,  and  afked 
me,  whither  I  was  Roing  ?  I  told  him  lo  Ham p Read,  he  faid, 

*  o  o  t  1  ' 

With  me  )  and  i  bid  him  come  along  then.  Cj — d 

n 


he  would  go 
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d> - n  ye,  (fays  he,)  (peak  another  word,  and  I  will  (hoot 

Ve  through  the  head  t.fh  minute.”  And  then  giving  me  a  blow 
on  the  bread,  he  cried,  “  Hip  !”  and  immediately  the  two 
prifoners  came  up,  took  me  by  the  (boulders,  and  dragged  me 
into  a  ditch,  where  they  dript  off  my  coat,  waiftcoat  and 
fhirt,  and  bound  me,  and  (wore  they  would  kill  me.  I  had 
a  handkerchief  and  five  ounces  of  human  hair  in  my  coat 
pocket.  I  found  by  their  brogue  that  two  of  them  were  lrifh- 
men  ;  and,  in  hopes  they  would  ufe  me  the  better,  I  told 
them,  I  was  born  of  Irifh  parents,  that  my  father  was  born 
in  the  High-dreet,  in  Dublin,  and  I  myfelf  was  born  in  Hamp- 
fhire.  44  Be  my  fhoul  now  (fays  O’Brian)  ti(h  man  ifh  a 
very  good  Hampfhire  hog  to  kill.”  I  anfwered,  But  indifferent. 

Court.  Did  you  lofe  any  money  ? 

Dennit .  Yes,  13d.  but  I  faved  a  guinea  which  I  had  put 
in  one  of  my  fhoes  for  fecurity.  They  took  fix  lemons  out 
of  my.  bafket,  and  eat  fome  of  them  ;  and  then  went  away 
with  my  cloaths,  and  left  me  bound.  With  much  ffruggling 
I  got  loofe,  and,  meeting  with  Edward  Howard,  a  friend  of 
mine,  we  followed  the  prifoners  to  a  night-houfe  in  the  Hay- 
market,  where  we  took  them,  with  fome  of  my  cloaths  in 
their  poffeffijn  ;  but  O’Brian  made  his  efcape. 

Prifoners.  We  will  give  the  court  no  farther  trouble.  We 
wn  we  committed  the  robbery. 

The  jury  found  .them  both  guilty,  and  they  received  fen- 
tence  of  death,  but  Murphey  was  afterwards  reprieved. 

Nathaniel  Jackfon  gave  the  following  account  of  bimfelf. 

I  am  above  thirty  years  of  age  ;  I  was  born  at  Doncaffer  in 
Yorkfhire,  where  my  parents  lived  in  credit;  my  father,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  would  have  given  me  a  very  good  education,  had  he  lived 
much  longer  ;  but  he  died  while  I  was  very  young,  and  be¬ 
fore  I  had  made  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  my  learning.  How¬ 
ever,  he  left  me  with  a  fmall  fortune  to  the  care  of  a  friend, 
with  whom  I  lived  till  I  was  old  enough  to  be  put  out  apprentice ; 
and  then  he  bound  me  to  a  filk  weaver  in  Norwich.  My 
mader  and  I  were  often  at  variance  ;  he  was  an  honed,  in- 
dudrious  man,  and  my  delight  was  in  idlenefs,  extravagance, 
and  keeping  loofe  company.  He  was  very  uneafy,  at  the  li¬ 
berties  I  took  ;  and  I  was  no  lefs  fo,  at  the  reftraints  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lay  me  under.  Thus  dilagreeing,  we  lived  for 
about  three  years,  and  then  I  ran  away  from  him. 

My  Guardian,  after  a  diligent  enquiry,  heard  where  I  was, 
and  fent  me  word,  that,  fince  I  had  no  inclination  to  trade, 
my  friends  would  advife  me  to  purchafe  a  fmall  place  with  the 

3  P  money. 
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mo  ney  my  father  had  left  me.  But  their  advife  was  thrown* 


away,  for  a  fettlement  was  not  what  I  wanted,  I  thought 


loofe  rambling  life  was  much  more  preferable ;  and  therefore 
entered  myfelf  in  the  army,  and  was  fent  to  Ireland,  where 
1  came  behind-band  with  none  of  my  feilow-foldiers,  in  lead.- 
nefs  and  debauchery  of  every  kind. 

Growing  weary  of  the  mean  condition  of  a  common  fol- 


dier,  I  procured  twenty  guineas  of  fome  of  my  friends,  with. 


fifteen  of  which  I  gained  admittance  into  a  troop  of  dragoons,, 
but  did  not  hold  it  long  ;  for  quarrelling  with  one  or  my  com¬ 


rades,  a  duel  fucceeded,  in  which  I  did  not  kill  him  indeed, 


but  I  hacked  and  mangled  him  in  a  barbarous  manner  ;  and, 
for  this  my  officer  cafhiered  me ;  though  1  believe  in  fo  doing" 
he  had  more  regard  to  his  own  profit,  than  to  my  offence. 

I  continued  about  four  years  in  Ireland  ;  it  was  there  I 
begun  my  acquaintance  with  John  Murphey  and  Neal  O’ Brian,, 
and  there,  after  1  was  broke  I  left  them,  and  returned  to  my 
guardian.  I  lived  for  a  while  in  the  fame  town  with  him,  but 
not  in  his  houfe  ;  becaufe  I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf  to  that 
regular  and  fober  life  which  he  required  j  but  chofe  to  forfake 
my  home  for  feverai  nights  in  a  week,  to  keep  company  with- 
fots  at  an  ale  houfe,  or  whores  at  a  bawdy-houfe. 

In  vain  my  friends  tried  to  prevail  with  me  to  reform  my 
life  ;  I  fometim'es  heard,  but  never  regarded  their  remonflran- 
ces,  and  at  Sait  refolved  even  to  hear  no  more.  In  this  mind 
I  got  what  money-  I  could  from  them,  and  came  to  Lcnddn. 

I  now  imagined  my  fell  happy,  in  being  delivered  from  the- 
irkfome  reprooff  of  thofe,  who  I  thought  were  too  officinufjy. 
follicitous  for  my  welfare.  But  it  was  not  long  before  I  found 
my  miitake  ;  for,  by  living  idly,  and  humouring  a  vicious  dif- 
pofition,  I  was  brought  to  fo  low  a  degree  of  poverty,  that  I 
wanted  bread.  In  this  miferable  irate,  not  knowing  what  to 
do  for  a  maintenance,  I  took  a  ramble  one  afternoon  to  Hyde- 
Park,  and,  there  accidentally  met  with  my  old  acquaintance 
John  Murphey,  whofe  circu m fiances  were  little  b  tter  than 
my  own.  We  had  not  walked  far  together,  before  we  were 
overtaken  by  Neal  O’Brian,  who  was  drefied  in  a  livery.  Af¬ 
ter  the  common  falutations,  he  invited  us- to  drink  at  a  fuller’s- 
tent  in  the  camp.  We  gladly  accepted  the  offer,  and  went 
with  him;  we  flayed  there  two  or  three  hours,  and  drank- 
very  heartily,  and  then  he  called  for  the  reckoning  and  dif~ 
charged  it ;  fhewing  us  at  the  fame  time  a  pretty  deal  of  mo¬ 
ney.  As  foon  as  we  came  out  of  the  tent,  he  laid,  46  You, 
fee,  my  bloods,  how  I  live  :  I  never  want  money,  and  if 
you  have  but  hearts,  and  dare  walk  with  me  towards  Hamp- 
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ftead  to-night,  I  will  fhevv  you  how  eafy  it  is  to  get  it.”  Nei¬ 
ther  I  nor  Murphey  wanted  many  arguments  to  bring  us  to  a 
compliance,;  for  our  corrupted  morals,  attended  with  pover¬ 
ty,  had  but  too  well  prepared  us  to  fall  in  with  any  propofal  ; 
fo  that  we  foon  agreed.  Between  Pancras  and  H'anr.pftead, 
we  met  Mr.  Dennit,  and  robbed  him  of  his  coat  arid  waiif- 
coat,  a  parcel  of  hair,  two  fhirts,  and  i^d.  O’Brian  would 
have  cut  his  throat  to  prevent  a  difcovery,  but  neither  I  nor 
Murphey  would  conferit  to  it.  This  was  a  poor  booty,  and 
far  fhort  of  what  O’Brian  had  given  us  expectation  of;  but  I 
niuft  lofe  my  life  for  it,  though  not  undefervedly. 

To  this  account  let  us  add,  in  the  Ordinary’s  own  words, 
that  Jackfon  appeared  extremely  grieved,  and  very  peni¬ 
tent,  for  the  many  offences  of  his  life,  and  exprefl  a  fen  hole 
concern  for  the  d if: race  his  death  would  bring  upon  his  fami¬ 
ly,  and  for  the  affliction  it  was  to  his  good  and  rc!igious,friends; 
adding,  that  a  letter  fent  to  him  from  his  brother  when  he 
left  London,  having  found  the  endeavours  to  fave  him  were  in 
vain,  and  which  letter  he  read  to  me,  had  more  cut  his  heart,  if 
poffible,  than  a  thoufand  deaths. 

44  He  allured  me,  that  as  I  diredled  him,  he  fpent  all  his 
time  below  in  prayer  to  God,  and  in  reading  to  the  other  ma¬ 
lefactors.  That  he  made  ufe  of  certain  written  forms,  proper 
for  men  in  his  condition  ;  and  frequently  called  upon  the  reft, 
to  join  with  him  in  thofe  prayers.  He  earneftiy  defmd  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  holy  facrament,  which  he  did  with  much  devotion, 
and  feemed  perfectly  refigned  to  leave  this  world,  and  defirous 
to  enter  into  a  far  better.” 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  W ednefday,  July  18,  1722.. 


THOMAS  BU  FLOGE,  for  Felony,  July  1722. 

OjF’LI  DMAS  B  U  T  L  O  G  E,  alias  Butlock,  alias  Fut- 
•iL'  lock,  alias  Butline,  alias  Futloine,  was  indicted  for  Heal¬ 
ing  71  guineas,  4  iouisdores,  9  livreS,  a  pair  of  bracelets,  a 
parcel  of  lace  and  other  goods  ;  the  goods  and  money  of  Claude 
Langlie,  in  the  houfe  of  James  Dunn,  May  20,  1722- 

Claude  Layiglie.  The  prifoner  was  my  fervant,  the  money 
was  in  my  ’fcrutcre,  I  locked  it  up  between  jo  and  12  on 
Sunday  morning,  May '20,  and  went  to  church.  While  I 
was  there,  a  thought  ftiddenly  came  in  my  head,  that  my 
man  had  robbed  me.  I  went  home,  intending  to  fearch  my 
ferutore;  but  before  I  opened  it,  the  prifoner  laid,  44  Sir, 

P  2  have 
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have  you  loft  any  thing  ?”  I  anfwered,  yes  a  guinea.  “  Then, 
Sir,  (fays  he,)  you  need  not  give  yourfelf  any  farther  trouble, 
for  here  it  is,  I  found  it  by  the  fide  of  the  ’fcrutore.”  I  took 
it,  and  gave  him  2s.  for  his  pains,  and  made  no  further  en¬ 
quiry.  I  went  that  afternoon  to  Chelfea,  and  when  I  return¬ 
ed  my  man  was  not  at  home  ;  then  I  refolved  to  fearch  tho¬ 
roughly.  And  opening  my  ’ferutore,  I  foon  milled  my  mo¬ 
ney  and  goods.  Mr.  D’Arcy,  who  came  over  with  me  from 
France,  had  procured  warrants  for  riding  poft  ;  he  had  deli¬ 
vered  thefe  to  the  prifoner,  to  hire  horfes  for  him.  The  pri¬ 
soner  kept  them  four  days,  and  then  hired  poft  horfes  for  him- 
Self,  and  was  going  for  Ireland,  as  I  found  upon  enquiry.  I 
made  intereft  with  my  lord  Gage,  and  by  his  care  the  prifoner 
was  ftopt  at  Chefter,  with  molt  of  the  money  and  goods  upon 
him. 

Prifoner .  My  mafter  fent  me  with  the  goods  and  money, 
to  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Darcy  ;  and,  he  being  gone,  I  rid  af¬ 
ter  him.  v 

Mr.  Langlie.  There  is  no  truth  in  that, 

Mr.  Lumlie.  I  have  the  care  of  the  poft-office  at  Chefter. 
On  the  2 2d  of  May,  a  fervant  of  my  lord  Gage  came  ex- 
prefs,  to  ftop  fuch  a  perfon.  The  prifoner  not  putting  up  at 
the  poft-office,  but  at  another  houfe,  nor  fending  notice  to 
the  office,  as  is  ufual,  I  fufpedted  he  was  the  perfon  ;  and,  on 
making  enquiiy,  heard  he  was  at  the  Golden-Key,  at  Chef¬ 
ter.  I  offered  the  landlady  of  that  houfe  three  guineas  to  tell 
me  where  he  was  ;  but,  while  I  was  talking  with  her,  I  was 
told,  that  he  had  efcaped  at  the  back  door  :  I  purfued,  and 
took  him,  and  found  upon  him  this  purfe,  with  64  guineas,  4 
loujfd’ors,  and  9  livres.  And  he  had  left  a  great  coat,  a  pair 
of  piftols,  a  "air  of  bracelets,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  and  feme 
lace  at  the  in. 

The  jury  fom.  him  guilty.  Death. 

After  fentence  he  g . .  the  following  account  of  him/ elf. . 


I  am  now  upwards  of  twenty-three  years  of  age.  I  was 
born  in  Ireland,  about  thirty  miles  eaft  from  Dublin.  My 
parents  gave  me  a  pretty  good  education?  though  they  were 
but  in  mean  circumftances.  T  hey  had  formerly  lived  in 
Che  (hi  re,  but  left  that  county  to  accompany  a  gentleman 
(on  whom  they  had  fome  dependance)  to  Ireland.  I  was  put 
apprentice  to  a  vintner  in  Dublin,  my  morals  were  quickly 
vitiated  by  the  lewd  paffages  I  frequently  law  in  my  mafter ’s 
t  glway  s  ufed  me  kindly,  an<I  I  had  a  great 
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refipeift  for  him  ;  fo  that  when,  for  fear  of  his  creditors  he  ab~ 
footided,  and  concealed  hjmfelf  in  Chefter,  I  went  over  feve- 
ral  times  to  carry  him  fmall  fupplies  of  money,  and  inform 
him  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  at  home.  But  growing  wearv 
of  {rich  an  uncertain  livelihood,  1  left  his  fervice,  and  tried 
feveral  projedfs  to  maintain  myfelf  in  Pngland  ;  but  none  of 
them  proving  fuccefsful,  I  returned  once  more  to  my  native 
country,  where  I  had  not  b  en  long,  before  I  had  the  fortune 
to  marry  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  fhopkeeper.  This  put  me 
into  pretty  good  circumftances ;  and  I  might  have  lived  hap¬ 
pily  enough,  if  I  could  but  have  applied  myfelf  to  trade, 
and  been  contented  with  a  moderate  ftation  of  life  ;  but  ! 
was -impatient  to  make  a  gay  figure  in  the  world,  and  that 
haftened  my  deftrucHon. 

I  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman,  a  relation  of  mine  in 
England,  inviting  me  hither,  and  giving  me  expectation  of 
providing  me  a  place,  in  which  1  might  live  genteelly.  This 
being  fo  agreeable  to  my  wifties,  I  never  nefitated  ;  but  leav¬ 
ing  my  father-in-law  to  manage  his  own  buiinefs,  and  take 
care  of  my  wife,  I  took  (hipping,  and  croffed  over,  not 
doubting  but  foon  to  advance  my  fortune,  by  the  in  te re  ft  my 
relation  could  make  for  me. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  took  lodgings  in  the  houfe  where 
Mr.  Langiie  Jived.  As  I  lived  too  expend  vely,  the  little 
money  I  had  brought  with  me  was  foon  gone,  and  the  place  I 
depended  on  not  being  yet  vacant,  I  had  no  other  way  to 
maintain  myfelf  in  the  interim,  than  by  entering  into  Mr* 
Langlie’s  fervice. 

I  cannot  pretend  that  neceflity  prompted  me  to  rob  this 
gentleman  ;  for  I  was  not  in  want,  nor  did  I  think  of  doing 
it,  till  half  an  hour  before  it  was  done.  But,  being  left  in 
my  mafter's  room,  when  he  and  the  reft  of  the  family  were 
at  church,  I  fat  looking  at  the  ’ferutore,  and,  knowing  there 
was  a  cgnilderable  fum  of  money  in  it,  a  ludden  thought 
came  into  my  head,  how  eafy  it  was  for  me  to  be  mafter  of  it 
all;  an  d  what  a  figure  I  might  make  with  it.  I  confidered 
too,  that  1  fhould  run  but  a  fmall  hazard  ;  for  if  I  was  taken 
immediately,  my  mafter  being  a  foreigner,  and  fpeaking  very 
bad  Englifh,  [fancied  he  could  not  be  underftood  plain  enough 
to  convidt  me;  but,  as  I  knew  he  was  to  retuin  to  France 
in  a  few  days,  I  made  no  doubt  but  I  could  keep  out  of 
the  way  for  fo  fhort  a  time;  and  then  I  concluded  I  fhould 
efcape  from  all  danger,  and  might  publickiy  live  upon  the 
fpoib  Deceived  by  thefe  flattering  appearances,  I  broke  open 
fk?  drawers,  took  out  the  money,  and  other  valuable  things. 
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got  fafe  out  of  town,  and  rid  poft  to  Chefter,  a  place  where 
I  was  well  known,  and  where,  for  that  reafon,  my  vanity 
made  me  fond  of  appearing  with  fo  much  money. 

While  he  lay  under  fentence,  he  behaved  decently  ;  ap¬ 
peared  eafy  and  compofed  ;  declared,  that  he  neither  expeHed 
r.or  defired  to  live;  and,  t-hat  he  wondered  at  thofe  w7ho  at¬ 
tempted  to  efcape  juftice  at  the  expence  of  blood. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednesday,  July  1 8* 


JOHN  CASEY  and  ARTHUR  HUGHES, 
for  a  Robbery,  September  1722. 

1  OH-N  CASEY,  and  Arthur  Hughes,  were  induced,  for 
that  they,  with  John  Levee,  alias  Junks,  (not  then  taken} 
did  a  {fault  Michael  Honey  bourn  in  an  open  place,  near  the 
highway,  put  him  in  fear,  and  take  from  him  a  Elver  watch, 
value  40s.  April  24,  1722. 

Michael  Hcneyhcurn.  Being  in  Mr.  Mafon’s  (kittle  ground, 
at  Pimlico,  I  was  knocked  down  the  cellar,  and  my  fellow 
fervani  helped  me  up.  A  mob  got  about  me,  and  Tome  of 
them  punched  me,  and  fo  1  loft  ray  watch. 

John  Carrol.  The  prifoner,  Hughes,  was  committed  to 
TothilLftekls  Bridewell,  for  cutting  off  a  woman's  pocket ; 
and  being  fent  for,  to  go  before  juftice  Blackerby,  he  confeft 
to  me,  that  junks  had  fold  or  pawned  the  watch  for  20s.  had 
^  given  him  and  Cafey  5s.  a-piece,  and  kept  the  remaining 
j  os. 

Robert  lurk ,  ConftabJe.  I  took  up  Cafey,  in  Covent- 
Garden,  for  robbing  Mir.  Wright,  and  carried  him  before 
juftice  Vaughan,  where,  in  hopes  of  being  made  an  evidence, 
he  confeft:  tipis  robbery,  and  where  the  watch  was  pawned  for 
20 s.  We  found  it  there  accordingly,  and  here  it  is. 

Edward  Lewis  Jones.  1  met  the  three  rogues  the  night  of 
the  robbery.  Cafey  being  poor,  and  but  juft  come  out  of 
Tothill-fields,  Bridewell,  I  took  them  to  an  aiehouL,  and 
gave  them  a  pot  of  beer.  Cafey  there  afked  me  if  I  would 
buy  a  watch,  and  Junks  pulled  the  watch  out  of  his  pocket, 
and  offered  it  me  for  30s.  I  looked  on  it,  but  not  having 
money  enough,  I  gave  it  to  Hughes;  and  the  next  day  I  heard 
it  was  pawned  for  20s.  to  Mafon,  who  kept  the  alehoufe. 

Cajey.  it  is  hard  I  (Mould  be  tried  for  this,  after  I  had  made 
my  fell  an  evidence* 
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Hughes.  I  was  at  Kenfington  from  eight  in  the  morning;  till 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  then  i  came  to  Mafon’s  /kittle-ground, 
where  the  profecutor  quarreled  with  one  who  played  with  him  at 
ikitties.  and  fo  they  fell  to  fighting,  and  he  tumbled  down 
the  cellar.  After  this  I  met  with  Cafey,  who  owed  me  a 
erown,  and  he  faid,  if  I  would  go  with  him  he  would  pay  me; 
and  fo  he  pawned  this  watch — I  do  not  know  how  he  came  by 
it — and  paid  me  the  five  {hillings. 

The  jury  found  them  both  guilty.  Death. 

John  Cafey  gave  but  a  fhort  account  of  himfelf.  He  faid 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  was  born  in  London,  and 
put  apprentice  130  miles  from  thence  ;  but  quarrelling  with 
his  matter,  they  were  both  willing  to  part.  His  father  then 
made  a  fgldier  of  him,  as  his  brother  Will  had  been  before. 
But  proving  a  difobedient,  and  gracelefs  youth,  in  keeping 
loofe  company,  and  lying  out  a  nights,  he  faid  his  father 
rafhly.  fwore  upon  the  Holy  Bible,  that  if  ever  he  flaid  out 
after  ten  at  night  again,  he  would  never  fee  him  more. 
However,  he  fo  little  regarded  this  threatning,  that  in  (lead 
of  reforming,  he  grew  worfe ;  and  having  a  tolerable  capacity 
for  roguery,  refoived  to  take  up  the  bufmefs  his  brother  was- 
hanged  for.  This  he  began  about  half  a  year  ago,  and  was 
fo  very  diligent  in  his  new  calling,  that  he  got  money  apace, 
and  might  have  made  great  improvements, |if  his  fworn  enemy, 
the  law,  had  been  a  little  lefs  troublefome,  and  fufFered  him  to- 
have  proceeded  without  interruption. 

He  Lid,  that  when  he  attended  his  brother  in  the  cart  to 
Tyburn,  he  little  imagined  he  fhould  be  fo  foon  carried  the 
fame  way  on  his  own  account  :  but  his  father  told  him,  for 
his  com  or t,  that  it  was  for  his  good  ;  for  if  he  had  lived  longer, 
he  might  have  lived  worfe,  and  died  a  greater  rogue. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday  September  24..,. 
1722. 

The  Ordinary  gives  no  farther  account  of  Arthur  Hughes, 
than  that  he  laid,  he  carried  the  ihort  flick  in  his  lleeve  oa 
purpofe  to  flun  thofe  that  he  robbed,  it  ferving  his  turn  better 
than  a  piflol,  becaufe  it  made  no  noife.  That  the  three  men 
who  fat  on  the  bench  with  him,  were  not  apprized  before¬ 
hand,  of  his  having  a  defign  to  rob  any  body  :  and  that  when 
he  and  Jack  Cafey  robbed  Honeybourn,  in  Mr.  Mafon’s  yard, 
they  did  not  pufh  him  down  the  cellar;  but  there  being  a 
great  croud  of  people,  he  fell  down. 

Hughes 
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Hughes  was  executed  at  Tyburn*  on  Monday  September' 
24,  1722. 

MATTHIAS  BRINSDEN,  for  Murder,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1722. 

ATTHIAS  BRINSDEN,  of  St.  Ann,  Black- Fry  ars, 

1  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Hannah,  his  wife,  by 
giving  her  with  a  knife,  one  mortal  wound  under  the  left 
pap,  of  the  length  of  one  inch,  and  the  depth  of  fix 
inches,  July  16,  1722,  of  which  mortal  wound  file  inflantly 
died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indicted  on  the  coroner’s  inquifltiom 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Hannah  Brinjden ,  the  prifoner’s  daughter.  About  nine  at 
night,  as  my  mother  wa3  fitting  on  the  bed,  and  fuckling  the 
child,  fhe  afked  my  father,  what  fhe  fliould  have  for  fupper  f 
He  anfwered'  bread  and  cheefe.  Can’t  you  eat  that  as  well  as 
the  children  ?  No,  fays  my  mother,  I  want  a  bit  of  meat. 
But,  fays  he,  I  have  no  money  to  buy  you  any.  You  know, 
fays  fhe,  I  have  had  but  little  to-day.  Damn  ye,  for  a  bitch, 
fays  he,  I  will  flick  ye,  the  next  word  ye  fpeak.  And  my 
mother  aOdng  again  for  fome  meat,  he  pufhed  her  back  on 
the  bed  with  his  left-hand,  and  flabbed  her  under  the  break 
with  a  knife  that  be  bad  in  his  right-hand.  The  blood  ran 
a-pace  from  the  wound.  I  fnatched  the  child  from  her  break, 
and  my  elder  filler,  Betty,  cried,  Oh  !  Lord  !  father,  you  have 
killed  my  mother.  Damn  ye,  fays  he,  hold  your  tongues, 
ye  bitches,  or  I  will  flick  you  too.  Then  putting  the  bloody 
knife  into  his  mouth,  he  fent  me  for  fome  fugar  and  bafilicon, 
which  he  applied  to  the  wound,  and  To  went  away,  and  fhe 
died  in  about  half  an  hour  after. 

Prifoner.  My  apprentice,  Henry  Wright,  has  fubverted 
her  to  fay  all  this. 

Ja?nes  JFelch ,  conflable.  I  was  called  out  of  bed,  and 
told  of  this  murder.  I  went  to  the  pnfoner’s  houfe,  and 
faw  the  deceafed  lying  dead  on  the  floor.  Here  is  her  gown 
all  bloody,  and  here  is  the  bloody  knife,  which  was  in  the 
fame  room.  The  prifoner  was  gone  ;  but  by  means  of  a 
letter  fent  to  Mrs.  Horn,  we  found  him  in  bed  at  a  barber’s.* 
at  Shadwell-doek,  and  carried  him  before  Sir  Francis  Forbes. 
There  he  confefied,  that  coming  home  in  the  evening,  he 
found  two  or  three  drinking  with  his  wife  5  that  they  left  her 
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at  nifV  o’clock;  and  words  then  anTng  betwixthim  and  her 
about  fomething  for  fupper,  fhe  ftrove  to  go  out,  and  he  ei  - 
deavoured  to  hinder  her;  and  in  ftruggling  Hie  fell  upon  a 
knife  which  he  had  in  his  band. 

■ - —  furgeon.  1  was  fent  for  to  the  decea fed/  She 

had  a  large  wound  under  the  left  fide  of  her  breaif.  i  pafled 
my  finger  through  the  ribs,  and  found  it  mortal.  T  perceived 
no  motion  or  pulfe,  and  fh*  died  in  a  minute  after.  1  believa 
the  wound  was  fix  inches  deep. 

Prifoner.  That  could  never  be,  for  the  knife  is  not  fix 
inches  long. 

Mrs.  Horn.  Some  time  ago,  the  prifoner  burnt  his  wif  ’s 
arm  with  a  hot  iron  ;  and  the  Monday  before  her  death, 
he  cut  her  in  the  head  with  a  pair  of  feifurs.  The  day 
after  he  had  killed  her,  he  f  nt  me  a  letter,  inclofing 
another  to  his  elded:  daughter.  Here  they  are  both.  He 
commonly  ufed  to  call  me  his  count,  and  he  calls  me  fo  in  this 
letter. 


44  For  Mrs.  Horn,  at  Mr.  Seymour’s,  a  fawyer,  in  Bride- 

44  well  precinct. 

m 

C4  My  Count,  ,  July  17,  1722. 


*c  1  DESIRE  to  fee  you,  with  Betty,  to-morrow  morning; 
c<  1  for  I  can  entruft  none  but  you  and  Betty  where  l  am. 
44  I  have  fent  her  a  letter  inclofed  in  yours,  but  no  direction 
64  where  but  to  vou.  You  may  hear  of  me  at  Mr.  King’s, 
tC  a  barber,  at  Shadwell-Dock.  As  foon  as  you  receive  this 
44  fend  the  letter  to  her  pray ;  and  fhe  and  you  come  together 
ct  by  waHr.” 


The  inclofed  letter  is  dir  eRed 


t4  For  Eliz.  King. 
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Bet'  y,  July  17,  17 

A  K  E  the  blue  coat  from  Norris’s,  and  borrow  fix 
(hillings  on  it  at  Salifbury-Court,  and  pay  Norris, 
and  bring  the  reft  to  me  to-morrow  morning  ;  for  I  han't 
bread  to  eat,  .and  I  ene  long  to  fee  you.  Mrs.  Horn  wilL 
tell  you  where  I  am.  Bring  my  hat  with  you,  and  a  clean 
fhirt.  Come  down  by  water.  Mind  nobody  Hodges 
you.” 

4  Q,  ‘  Mary 
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Mary  Wright^  the  deceafed’s  mother.  I  have  expelled 
thefe  twelve  years  that  the  prifoner  would  be  the  death  of  his- 
wife  fome  time  or  other  ;  for  he  was  frequently  beating  and 
abufing  her.  One  time  he  burnt  her  arms  with  a  red  hot 
poker;  and  a  week  before  her  death,  he  ftabbed  her  in  the 
fkull  with  a  pair  of  feiflars,  fo  that  {he  was  all  over  blood  ; 
and  thinking  he  had  killed  her,  he  ran  away,  and  {laid  till  he 
heard  file  was  likely  to  get  over  it,  and  then  he  came  home 
again. 

Mrs.  Gafcly.  He  often  beat  and  abufed  her;  and  one  time 
he  turned  her  out  of  doors,  with  nothing  on  but  her  fhoes 
and  her  fhift. 

Mrs.  Goodwin .  His  eldeft  daughter  Betty  came,  and  faid 
to  me,  my  father  has  murdered  my  mother.  And  why  did 
}?ou  not  call  me  ?  fays  I.  Why,  fays  (lie,  when  he  had  done  it, 
he  put  the  bloody  knife  in  his  mouth,  and  fwore  at  me,  and 
my  filler,  G—d  d — n  us,  he  would  flick  us  both  if  we  did 
not  hold  our  tongues — but  at  laft  I  got  the  knife  from  him, 
and  threw  it  behind  the  bed.  This  daughter  of  his  is  fent 
out  of  the  way,  that  {lie  might  not  appear  againft  him. 

Prifoner.  About  feven  at  night  I  came  home,  and  found 
Mrs.  Chapman,  and  another  woman  with  my  wife.  They 
were  very  merry  ;  and  while  they  (laid,  I  fent  for  a  half-peck 
loaf,  a  pound  of  cheefe,  and  fome  onions.  They  went 
away  about  nine,  and  then  my  wife  faid,  what  \  muft  I  have 
no  vidluals  but  bread  and  cheefe  for  flipper,  as  well  as  for 
breakfaft  and  dinner?  Why,  my  girl,  fays  I,  cannot  you  eat 
the  fame  as  1  and  the  children  eat?  No,  fays  fhe,  I  want  a 
bit  of  meat,  for  I  have  had  none  to-day.  Child,  fays  I,  be 
fatisfied  to-night,  and  we  will  have  fome  meat  to-morrow. 
No,  fays  fhe,  I  will  not  flay  till  to-morrow,  I  will  have  fome 
now  ;  and  if  I  cannot  have  it  at  hoin<s,  I  will  go  out  and  get 
it.  Being  willing  to  avoid  a  noife,  I  cut  off  a  heel  of  the 
loaf,  and  a  piece  of  cheefe,  and  put  them  in  my  pocket,  in¬ 
tending  to  go  to  the  ak-houfe,  that  I  might  eat  my  fupper  in 
peace.  Then  I  was  going  to  cut  fome  for  the  children  ;  but 
my  wife  being  half-fpeed,  and  wanting  to  go  to  her  com¬ 
panions  at  the  gin-fhop,  {lie  endeavoured  to  flip  behind  me ; 
which  I  obferving,  I  turned  about  with  the  knife  in  my  hand, 
in  order  to  prevent  her  ;  and  fhe  in  flruggling  to  get  out,  thru  ft 
herfelf  againft  it,  before  I  was  aware. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.,  Death* 


He 
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He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday  September  24, 
1722. 

The  Cafe  of  Matthias  Brinsden,  by  R.  Maw  fom 

At  the  aflizes  at  Oxford,  one  Spicer  Bromley  was  con¬ 
victed  for  the  murder  of  his  father  ;  at  Lincoln,  a  woman  for 
the  murder  of  her  hufband  ;  and  a  girl  for  the  murder  of  her 
grand-mother  ;  at  London,  Ann  Morris,  for  the  murder  of  her 
baftard-child  3  and  this  Mr.  Brinfden,  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife. 


Mr.  Brinfden  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  brought 
up  by  his  father,  who  was  a  cloth-drawer  in  Ilolborn,  to  his 
own  bufmefs.  He  was  covenanted  fir  ft  to  Mr.  Beech,  a 
cloth-drawer  in  Ireland-Yard,  in  Black-Fryars:  and  after¬ 
wards  to-Mr.  Byfield,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Beech  in  the  fame 
employment.  Byfield  died  about  twenty- five  years  ago,  and 
left  the  whole  bufmefs  to  young  Brinfden,  who  foon  after 
married  the  deceafed’s  widow,  who  was  a  reputable,  fc- 
her  woman,  and  every  way  qualified  to  make  a  tradefman 
a  good  wife.  She  had  been  fome  time  fervant  in  the  fame 
parifh  to  a  taylor,  for  whom  Mr.  Brinfden  did  a  great  deal  of 
wotIc. 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage,  her  mother,  who  was  a  wa¬ 
terman’s  widow,  having  other  children,  prevailed  with  Mr. 
Brinfden  to  take  one  of  them  apprentice:  his  name  was 
Henry  Wright. 

Brinfden  being  fettled  in  the  world,  he  had  for  fome  time 
bufmefs  enough  for  hirnfelf,  his  wife,  and  an  apprentice  or 
two;  and  as  his  children  grew  up,  he  taught  two  of  his 
daughters  his  bufmefs  :  but  being  feized  with  a  violent  fever, 
which  brought  fuch  a  diffraction  upon  him,  that  he  was 
forced  to  be  tied  in  his  bed  for  feveral  months,  he  was  reduced 
to  very  low  circumftances  in  the  world  ;  for  his  family  was  fo 
large,  and  hirnfelf  fo  long  before  he  recovered  {Length  fuf- 
ficient  to  manage  his  bufmefs,  that  even  when  he  could  do  it, 
the  debts  contracted  in  his  ficknefs,  would  not  fuller  him  for  a 
confiderable  time  to  (hew  his  head  :  and  befides,  other  people 
haddifplaced  him  of  a  confiderable  part  of  his  bufmefs,  which 
chiefly  lay  among  merchants  and  taylors  ;  the  former  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  poverty,  not  caring  to  truft  him  with  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  of  cloth  as  ufual;  and  the  latter  by  knowing  his  neceflity, 
brought  him  down  to  fuch  low  prices3  that  he  never  after  re¬ 
covered  hirnfelf, 
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I  he  merchants  not  bringing  their  bufinefs  to  his  houfe> 
for  the  reafon  above,  he  would  go  to  work  at  their  ware* 
houRs,  or  other  places  where  they  pleafed  to  appoint.  But 
here  was  the  difference  between  working  at  home,  and  go- 
ing  abroad.  At  home  they  were  not  judges  of  tire  time  it 
took  him  up  ;  but  when  they  came  to  have  it  done  at  their 
own  homes,  they  brought  him  to  fo  much  a  day,  and  fo  paid 
him  as  a  journeyman.  -This  bufinefs  abroad  held  but  for  feme 
months  in  the  year ;  and  what  he  had  at  home  being  but 
trifling,  he  was  often  out  of  work,  and  fo  fell  into  fuch  com¬ 
pany  that  he  feldom  brought  much  to  his  wife  ;  and  fome- 
times  would  force  from  her  a  great  part  of  what  fhe  got 
tor  joes  sn  his  abfence,  in  order  to  fupport  his  own  expences, 
notwithilanding  her  entreaties,  and  the  neceftities  of  his  fa¬ 
mily. 

I  had  but  little  knowledge  of  him  aft  r  I  left  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  till  about  a  year  ago,  when  he  came  to  me,  and 
defired  I  would  put  him  in  a  way  to  contradidf  a  report  fpread 
by  fome  of  the  news-papers,  that  his  eld  eft  daughter  was 
with  child  by  him,  1  gave  him  directions,  by  which  he  had  it 
contradict ed  accordingly.  And  a  taylor’s  wife,  who  had  oc- 
cafioned  it,  begged  his  pardon  in  molt  of  the  houses  of  cal! 
for  taylors  in  Biack-Fryars,  as  a  part  of  his  livelihood  de¬ 
pended  upon  that  bufinefs.  1  he  report  being  pretty  well, 
though  not  entirely  iilenced,  I  afterwards  informed  him  of  a 
neighbour  of  his,  who  told  me,  fhe  had  feen  an  indecent  fa* 
mijiarity  between  him  and  his  daughter:  but  though,  had  he 
i ued  her  for  the  fcandal,  I  could  have  poiifively  fworn  it ;  yet 
Lie  denied  it  with  ail  the  impudence  imaginable  ;  from  whence 
1  had  the  charity  to  believe  him  innocent  ;  and  it  is  very  pro- 
oabie  that  tne  whole  itory  was  railed  by  that  woman’s  telling 
tne  fame  to  others  as  to  me.  However,  upon  this  occafion 
Le  font,  for  Lis  daughter  home,  that,  it  might  not  be  faid,  fhe 
was  gone  abroad  to  lye-in,  though  he  had  hands  enough  to  do 
his  own  bufinefs,  and  fhe  had  juft  agreed  with  another  cloth - 
drawer  fer  eight  pounds  a  year,  and  her  diet. 

i  ne  minder  cf  his  wife  revived  the  ftory  of  him  and  hi§ 
daughter  ;  and  as  flories  feldom  lofe  by  carrying,  by  the  time 
be  came  to  ms  trial,  it  was  reported  he  had  had  two  or  three 
children  by  her,  and  that  fhe  was  then  pregnant  with  another, 
for  which  it  was  fa  id,  fhe  ought  to  be  torn  to  pieces  ;  and  all 
hom  the  he  chiefs  tattling  of  a  drunken  woman,  who  has 
iince  comeiicd  that  (he  never  faw'anv  thing  between  the  fa- 
tuei  and  daughter  that  might  give  the  leaf!  occafion  for  what 
file  had  reported. 


A  few 
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A  few  months  before  the  murder,  this  daughter,  (who 
being  a  daughter  of  a  freeman,  had  a  right  to  work  in  the 
city)  loft  her  privilege,  by  marrying  a  man  who  was  not  a 
freeman,  and  who,  it  is  reported,  has  another  wife,  and 
children  ;  or  at  lead  a  woman  and  two  or  three  children, 
who  lay  claim  to  him.  And  this  privilege,  (lie  cannot  re- 
cove  ,  except  file  who  pretends  a  prior  marriage  can,  and 
will  prove  it,  in  order  to  prove  the  fecond  marriage  unlaw 
ful. 

Another  help  to  reviving  this  report  of  their  inceft  was, 
that  a  clergyman,  the  reader  of  the  pariih,  had  faid  in 
public,  that  she  knew  a  man  who  could  prove  the  daughter 
had  been  delivered  of  a  child  that  (he  had  hr  her  father. 
Had  t  his  been  true,  I  cannot  comprehend  what  occasion  they 
had  to  bring  a  man  into  the  fecret.  But  fuppofe  her  cafe 
might  require  the  help  of  a  man  inidwifp,  here  mull  probably 
be  a  murder  concealed,  and  the  perfon  thus  let  into  the  fecret, 
mu  ft  be  one  of  a  very  (lender  reputation,  for  not  divulging 
it  fooner. 

This  ftory  occafioned  my  waiting  upon  that  clergyman, 
who  not  only  allured  me  that  it  was  very  falfe,  but  viiited 
Mr.  Brinfden  laft  Friday  morning,  and  afterwards  expreffbd 
himfelf  in  favour  of  the  criminal  to  this  purpofe,  that  he  was 
very  furry  the  world  fhould  raife  fuch  a  malicious  report  of 
him,  and  that  he  left  him  a  true  penitent.  This  was  fume  time 
after  the  daughter,  (who  was  the  evidence  again!!  him  at  his 
trial)  had  earneftly  defired  to  fee  him,  to  afkhis  pardon  for  what 
(he  had  (worn  again!!  him  ;  and  to  defire  him  to  be  reconciled 
to  her  before  he  died  ;  but  attempting  that  reconciliation  in 
the  chapel,  he  refufed  it  then,  but  was  brought  into  better 
temper  next  day;  This  reverend  gentleman,  and  another  v  if  ted 
him  afterwatdsj  becaufethe  Ordinary  prefled  him  fo  much  to 
own  the  inceft  with  his  daughter,  that  as  the  prifoner  and 
others  his  fellow  fufferers  exprefied  it,  the  chaplain  urged  the 
confeffion  of  fins  they  were  never  guilty  of,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  put  them  out  of  temper,  and  hindered  them  from  that 
great  work  which  they  had  but  fo  fmall  a  time, to  perform. 
As  for  Mr.  Brinfden,  of  the  ten  weeks  from  the  time  of  his 
commitment  to  that  of  his. execution,  he  was  ill  of  theprifon 
diftemper  above  (even  weeks  at  times,  to  a  degree  that  often 
deprived  him  of  his  fenfes. 

When  he  lay  under  fentence,  his  children  petitioned  the 
princefs,  that  file  would  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  intercede  for 
mercy  for  him  ;  for  that  he  had  formerly  been  tied  down  in 
his  bed  nine  months  together  1  and  that  the  murder  was  ra¬ 
ther 
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ther  the  efiedf  of  madnefs  than  any  defign.  However,  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  this  latter  part  of  it  might  be  intended  only  to 
make  his  cafe  look  the  better  ;  but  as  it  happened  to  have  no 
effect',  I  fiiall  fay  no  more  of  it. 

In  his  way  to  Tyburn,  the  daughter  who  had  been  evi¬ 
dence  againfi  him,  was  put  up  to  him  in  the  cart  at  Holborn- 
Bridge,  to  take  her  laft  farewel  ;  where,  after  killing  her 
federal  times,  he  repeated,  that  he  forgave  her  and  ail  the 
world. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  delivered  a  Thomas  a  Kempis 
to  a  friend,  and  behaved  hixnfelf  the  moft  fedately  of  ail  the 
prifoners. 


ROBERT  WILKINSON  and  JAMES  LINCOLN,  for 
Murder  ;  and  with  RICHARD  OAKEY,  and  THO¬ 
MAS  MILKSOP,  for  Robberies,  September,  1722. 

TJ-  OBP.RT  WILKINSON,  and  James  Lincoln,  alias 
v  Jones,  alias  Williams,  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Wefiminfier, 
were  indidfed  for  affaulting  Fleetwood  Clark  on  the  high-way, 

-  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  (word,  value  15  s. 
and  10  s.  in  money,  June  4,  1722. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  irtdidled,  for  that  they,  with 
Daniel  Carrol,  not  then  taken,  did  murder  Peter  Martin ; 
Wilkinfon  by  giving  him  with  a  fword  one  mortal  wound  in 
the  back,  under  the  left  fnoulder,  of  the  length  of  one  inch, 
and  depth  of  nine  inches,  on  the  4th  of  June,  of  which  mor¬ 
tal  wound  he  inftantly  died  ;  and  by  Lincoln  being  prefent  at 
the  fame  time,  aiding,  abetting,  and^  maintaining  the  faid 
Wilkinfon  in  committing  the  laid  murder. 

•  j' 

lirjl  Indictment, 

The  Witnejfes  were  examined  a-part , 

pleeiwood  Clark .  Between  ten  and  eleven  at  n’ght,  as  I 
was  pairing  in  a  chair  from  the  Bedford-Head-Tavern  in 
Covent-Garden,  to  Conduit-ftreet,  the  chair  was  Popped  ipt 
a  court  by  four  or  five  men  ;  one  of  them  coming  to  the  left 
i  de  of  the  chair,  dafhed  a  piftgl  through  the  glafs,  by  which 
means  I  received  a  wound  in  my  thigh,  .and  then  robbed  me 
-  of 
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of  my  fword  and  ten  {killings.  A  woman  looking  out  of  a 
window  faid,  pray,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ?  Upon 

which  one  anfwered,  G— d  d - n  ye  for  a  bitch,  what  is 

that  to  you  ;  and  immediately  fired  a  piflol  at  her,  and  nar¬ 
rowly  miffed  her. 

William  Lock .  Valentine  Carrick,  (who  has  fince  been 
executed  by  the  name  of  James  Carrick)  and  Daniel  Car¬ 
rol  brought  me  acquainted  with  the  prifoners.  On  Mon¬ 
day  the  fourth  of  June  laft,  about  ten  at  night,  we  all  went 
out  together  upon  flreet-robberies,  and  feeing  this  chair, 
fays  Carrick,  let  us  follow  it,  which  we  did,  and  flopped 
it  in  a  court  near  Golden-Square.  I  Raid  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  court  to  watch  ;  Lincoln  went  to  the  upper  end 
for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  Wilkinfon  flood  with  a  piflol  over  one 
chairman,  and  Carrol  over  the  other,  and  Carrick  robbed 
the  gentleman.  A  woman  at  the  fame  time  looking  out 
at  a  window,  and  afking,  what  was  the  matter  ?  Wilkinfon 

d - ’d  her  for  a  birch,  and  fired  his  piflol  at  her  ;  the 

bullets  broke  the  glafs,  and  juil  miffed  the  woman.  It  was  a 
rainy  night. 

William  Hedges,  chairman.  Between  King-flreet  and 

O  J  o 

Swallow-flreet,  the  chair  was  attacked  by  four  men  ;  there 
might  be  more,  but  I  faw  no  more.  One  of  them  held  a 
piflol  to  me,  and  faid,  fland  !  if  ye  offer  to  ffir,  I  will  fhoot 
ve  through  the  head  this  minute. 

Court.  Look  at  the  prifoners.  Did  you  fee  either  of 
them  there  ? 

Hedges.  Yes,  that  is  the  man  that  flood  over  me  with  the 
piflol  1  pointing  to  Wilkinfon.] 

Court.  Are  ye  fure  of  it  ? 

Hedges.  Y es.  I  went  to  fee  him  in  Newgate,  and  picked 
him  out  directly  from  among  fourteen  or  fifteen. 

Waihvrigbt ,  the  other  chairman.  Aye,  that  is  he,  I 
went  with  Hedges  to  Newgate,  and  we  both  fixed  upon  the 
fame  man,  though  we  were  not  together  when  we  faw  him 
there  fir  ft,  but  were  called  up  fingly. 

Court.  Had  you  any  light,  to  fee  him  by  when  the  chair 
was  robbed  l 

Waihvright .  Yes. - 1  faw  him  plainly  by  the  light 

of  my  lanthorn,  and  I  have  reafon  io  remember  him, 
for  he  gave  me  a  plaguy  knock  on  the  pate  with  his 
piflol. 
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The  Pr  if  oner's  Defence . 


June 


Wilkinfon .  When  the  chairmen  were  in  Newgate,  they 
were  not  pofttive  that  I  was  the  man  ;  but  only  faid,  they  be¬ 
lieved  it,  and  lean  prove  1  was  at  another  place  when  the 
robbery  was  committed.  /  r 

William  Hide ,  waterman.  I  was  ar refled  on  the  4th  of 
ft. 

Court.  Where  do  von  live  ? 

j 

William  Hide.  At  the  Green-Dragon,  in  St.  Mary  Qvery’s 
church-yard.  And  while  I  was  in  the  bailifPs  hands,  my  goods 
were  carried  off.  I  afked  my  wife  who  helped  her  to 
move  them  ?  and  fhe  faid,  Fob  Wilkinfon,  and  Dick  Beach. 
Having  made  up  the  matter  with  the  bailiff,  1  went  to  the 
Dr  agon  about  12  o’cicck  that  night,  and  found  them  both 
there. 

Court .  Were  you  acquainted  with  Wilkinfon  ? 

William  Hide .  1  had  drank  with  him  before. 

Mary  Hide.  I  went  to  Mrs.  Wells’s,  at  the  Green-Dra¬ 
gon,  in  Foul-lane,  and  afked  her,  if  (he  knew  any  body  that 
would  help  me  to  move  my  goods  to  her  houfe.  She  told  me 
of  Wilkinfon  and  Beach,  Wilkinfon  lodged  in  the  houfe,  and 
he  and  Beach  were  then  both  drinking  there.  So  I  fpoke  to 
them,  and  they  faid,  they  would  lend  me  a  hand  with  all 


their  hearts,  whereof  I  deft  red  them  to  come  as  foon  as  it  was 


dark. 


Court.  Your  hufband  fays,  it  was  the  Dragon,  in  St.  Mary 
Overy’s  church-yard. 

Mary  Hide.  The  Green  Dragon  aie-houfe  is  in  a  paflage 
(called  Green-Dragon  court)  that  goes  from  Foul-lane,  to 
St.  Mary  Overy’s  church-vard. 

Court.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  moved  to  the  Dra- 
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M  ry  Hide .  In  St.  Thomas’s  church-yard. 

Court.  Whv  did  you  order  them  to  come  'when  it  was 
dark  ? 

A1  ry  Hide.  We  owed  half  a  year’s  rent,  and  I  was  afraid,  i 
if  feme  of  the  neighbours  fhould  fee  us  move,  they  might  tell  ! 
my  landlord,  and  he  might  ftopt  us*  and  feize  for  what  was  i 
due  to  him.  So,  when  Wilkinfon  and  Beach  came,  they  j 
carried  feme  of  my  goods,  and  I  went  with  them,  and  then  1 
I  left  them  to  carry  the  reft,  and  went  to  my  hufband,  who  li 
was  at  the  bailiff’s  houfe,  the  fign  of  the  Monument,  in  fj 
Toolv  (St  Olave’s)  ftreet. 

Court.  Is  the  officer  hefc  $ 

Alary  ‘j 
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Mary  Hide.  No,  he  has  attended  three  days,  but  now  he 
is  abfent.  He  took  my  hufband ’s  note,  and  fo  my  hufband 
and  I  went  to  the  Dragon,  where  we  found  Wilkinfon  and 
Beach  a  drinking  about  12  o’clock. 

Court.  What  day  of  the  week  was  this  ? 

Mary  Hide .  It  was  Monday  night,  and  I  remember  it 
rained. 

Richard  Beach.  I  went  to  drink  at  Wells’s,  about  feven  in 
the  evening,  and  there  I  faw  Wilkinfon. 

Court.  Were  you  acquainted  with  him? 

Beach .  I  had  ieen  him  there  before  I  have  known  him 
about  a  month.  We  fupped  together  upon  part  of  a  neck  of 
mutton ;  and  then  Mrs.  Hide  came  in,  and  delired  Mrs, 
Wells  to  get  fomebody  to  help  her  to  move  ;  and  Mrs.  Wells 
fpoke  to  us  ;  and  Mrs.  Hide  prayed  us  to  come  as  foon  as  it 
was  dark,  and  fo  we  did  :  but  then,  hearing  her  hufband  was 
arrefled',  fhe  went  to  him,  and  left  us  to  take  care  of  the 
goods;  and  we  moved  them  all  to  Mrs.  Wells’s  houfe  by  1 1 
o’clock,  and  then  we  flaid  to  drink  a  dozen  of  beer,  that  is, 
twelve  pennyworth,  and  about  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Hide  and  his 
wife  came  in. 

Court .  What  day  of  the  month  and  week  was  it  ? 

Beach.  It  was  Monday  night,  the  4th  of  iaft  June. 

Court .  What  weather  was  it  ? 

Beach .  It  was  a  rainy  night. 

Court.  And  did  you  carry  the  goods  in  the  rain  ? 

Beach.  It  did  not  rain  till  after  we  had  made  a  beginning; 
but  then,  as  it  was  a  cafe  of  neceility,  we  went  through  flitch 
with  it. 

Katharine  IVells .  Three  days  before  the  4th  of  June,  Wil¬ 
kinfon  was  fick  ;  and  not  being  quite  recovered  on  that  night 
he  helped  to  move  the  goods,  and,  it  raining  hard,  he  got 
cold,  and  was  ill  for  two  or  three  days  after.  Mrs.  Hide  came 
to  defire  my  hufband  to  lend  her  a  hand  to  move,  and  he  pro- 
mifed  her  he  would  ;  but  other  bufinefs  calling  him  out,  and 
there  happening  a  quarrel  that  night,  which  brought  him  into 
a  little  trouble,  fhe  got  Wilkinfon  and  Beach  to  do  it,  and 
our  ale  houfe  boy  helped  them.  They  went  to  Mrs.  Hide’s 
houfe  about  ten  at  night;  and  when  they  had  taken  a  turnfor 
two,  fhe  left  orders  that  they  fhould  drink  what  they  would, 
and  went  to  her  hufband,  who  was  arrefled.  ' 

Court .  How  do  you  remember  it  was  the  4th  of  June,  ra¬ 
ther  than  any  other  day? 

K.  JVe'U.  By  a  very  good  thing,  that  is  not  fit  to  be  fpoke 
of  now. 


4. 


Court. 
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Court.  W hat  weather  was  4t  ? 

JL  UKelh  It  rained  hard  foon  after  they  begum 

CmrU  Wfoat  bufinefs  does  W  iiklnfbn  follow  ? 

Jf,  Wells.  I  have  heard  he  was  a  Holland  trader, 

Mofei  IVebb^  Batcher,  On  the  4th  of  Jtme,  about  nine  at 
eight,  I  fawWilkinfon  at  the  Green- Dragon,  and  f  remem¬ 
ber  it,  beeaufe  It  was  the  fame  day  Hide  was  arrefted. 

Wl-Uram  Luck  again.  While  I  was  afteep  in  Newgate,  my 
information  was  picked  out  ©f  my  pocket,  and  carried  to  the 
woman  that  keeps  the  tap-houfe  there,  and  (he  the  wed  it  to 
the  prifonert,  that  they  might  prepare  for  their  defence.  Ira 
that  Information  I  had  fet  down  leveral  particulars  of  the  rob¬ 
bery  5  as  it  was  done  on  a  Monday,  the  4th  of  June,  bet  we  a 
fen  and  eleven  at  night.  A  rainy  night. 

Mr.  Perry ,  the  Turnkey.  Lock  complained  in  Newgate., 
that  his  pocket  was  picked  of  his  information,  and  there  was 
a  paper  doubled  up  like  a  letter  at  the  tap-houfe  bar,  with 
Vat.  Caraclc,  and  Something  elfe  writ  on  the  back-fid e ;  but 
I  don’t  know  what  was  within  it  ;  for  I  did  not  fee  it  open. 

WUkinj'on,  When  I  went  to  make  my  fell  an  evidence,  I 
gave  an  information  of  other  robberies  ;  and  had  I  been  guil¬ 
ty  of  this  with  .Lock,  it  is  reafonable  to  think,  that  I  fhould 
have  Impeached  him  as  well  as  others* 

Lincoln .  I  have  been  but  nine  months  from  fea.  I  belong¬ 
ed  to  the  Wifbich  galley,  capt*  Staines;  and  I  was  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  when  this  robbery  was  committed. 

-Court.  Can  you  prove  that! 

Lincoln,  I  could  have  proved  it ;  but  that  1  had  no  money 
to  fetch  my  witneffes  up. 

.  iVi  Ik  info  7.  Lock  had  fix  guineas  from  Edward  Pollard’s 
mother,  to  fwear  me  into  this  robbery,  in  order  to  dear  her 
fon.  4 

Court.  Have  you  any  witneffes  to  prove  that  I 

Wilkinjon,  No,  but  he  cannot  prove  that  I  kept  him  com¬ 
pany. 

Lock.  I  have  often  been  with  him  at  Frazier's,  the  Cher¬ 
ry-tree,  in  Wild  ftreet,  a  houfe  where  Carrick,  Moiony, 
and  federal  others  ufod  .to .refort.  But,  after  Mr.  Young  was 
robbed  by  Carrick  and  Molony,  the  conftables  going  to  fearch 
that  houfe,  they  were  very  much  abufed  by  fome  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  and,  complaint  being  made,  the  houfe  was  broke  up. 
Some  were  banged,  and  the  reft  ran  away  j  but  I  can  prove 
my  being  in  company  with  Lincoln. 

Mr.  jHedvQte.  I  keep  the  Red-Gate^  in  King-ftreet,  St. 

Giles’s  ; 
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G  Sea's  ;  and  L©ck,  Garrick  and  Lincoln,  were  there  £oge~ 
iheF  ten  weeks  ago,  about  nine  at  night* 

1  he  jury  found  both  the  prisoners  guilty*  Death  > 

The-  Second  IndiST merit. 

Edward  Parry.  The  deceafed,  Peter  Martin,  was  a  per? 
{oner  of  Chelfea-Colfege.  On  the  4th  of  June  faff ,  between 
30  and  1 1  at  night,  I  walked  with  him  from  CbeMea  to 
the  camp  in  Hyde- Park,  where  I  left  him,  and  be  then  had 
his  fufd  (his  gun)  with  him. 

Lock.  After  the  other  robbery,  T  went  the  fame  night  with 
the  lame  company  along  Piccadilly,  to  the  corner  of  Hyde- 
Park.  We  faw  the  d'eceafed  coming  up  with  a  fufee  in  his  band  ; 
which  at  ftrft,  I  thought  had  been  a  flick.  Wilkinfon,  Car-* 
70I  and  Lincoln  jumped  over  the  ditch  firft,  and  Garrick  and 
i  followed.  1  hen  Wifkinfon  flopped  the  deceafed,  and  feez¬ 
ed  his  gun.  The  deceafed  cried  out,  threw  s  f  upon  which 
Lincoln  punched  him  in  the  face  with  a  piftol,  and  knocked 
him  down.  A  door  being  opened'  at  a  houfe  juft  by,  they 
fent  me  to  watch  who  came  out.  When  1  returned,  I  found 
the  deceafed  lolling  between  Carrick  and  Wrlkinfon :  as  they 
led  him  he  rattled  in  the  throat,  and  he  not  going  faft  enough, 

Wilkmfon  took  a  (word,  andfard,  6fc  d - n  ye,  go  along,'” 

ancf  thruft  it  feveral  times  into  his  back.  The  deceafed  funk 
down  ;  Lincoln  rifled  his  pockets;  but  finding  nothing  but  a 
key  and  a  knife,  he  threw  them  away,  andfard,  d — p  him  t 
be  has  got  no  money  and  fi>  we  went  off.  A  hackney 
coach  coming  along  we  flopped  it ;  but  finding  it  was  empty, 
we  let  it  pafs.  Prefently  after  we  met  another  coach,  with  a 
gentleman  (captain  Langley)  in  it.  Wrlkinfon,  having  the 
gun  he  took  from  the  pen fi oner,  fkpt  up  firft  to  the  coach, 
and,  prefenting  the  gun,  demanded  the  gentleman’s  money*. 
The  gentleman  drew  his  fword  to  defend  himfelf;  upon 
which  Wrlkinfon  offered  to  fire,  but  the  gun  would  not  go 
©ff.  Carrol  thenddepped  up,  and  fired  a  prftoi ;  Garrick  fired 
another,  and  Wilkinfon  did  the  like;  but  they  all  miffed 
the  mark.  The  gentleman  called  to  the  coachman,  and  bid 
him  drive  on  ;  and  they  fvvore,  they  would  (boot  the  coach¬ 
man  if  he  offered  to  move.  T  he  noife  alarming  the  centry, 
two  foldiers  came  towards  us,  which  I  obferving,  I  flapt  my 
bat,  and  crofted  the  road.  The  fiddlers  coming  up  firft  to 
me,  and  afking  what  was  the  matter  f  I  anfwered,  1  believe 
there  is  fome  rogues  a  robbing  a  gentleman  ;  for  God’s  fake 
go  and  help  him  [**  With  that,  they  went  towards  the  coach, 

R  z  /  and 
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and  one  of  them  cocked  his  piece  at  Carrol,  but  it  only  fluffed. 
“  G —  d — — n  ye,  fays  Carrol  to  the  foldiers,  down  with 
your  pieces  and,  as  he  fpoke,  he  prefented  his  piffol,  but 
that  only  dallied,  as  well  as  the  foldier’s  mufket.  At  feeing 
this,  Wilkinfon  flept  up,  and  flruck  one  ofv  them  on  the 
head  with  the  penfioner’s  gun,  which  broke  with  the  blow; 
and  more  company  coming  up,  the  coach  got  off,  and  our 
party  retreated.  Wilkinfon  was  for  returning;  G-— d 

d— - n  them,  (fays  he,)  let  us  go  back  and  kill  them  all 

but  we  would  not  agree  to  it.  Then  he  threw  away  the 
broken  gun  at  the  end  of  Tyburn-lane,  where  it  was  after- 
wards  found,  and  is  now  in  court. 

Mr.  Herbert ,  Surgeon.  I  viewed  the  body  of  the  deceafed. 

He  had  feveral  wounds  in  his  back,  and  one  which  entered 
under  the  left  fhoulder,  and  palled  into  the  lungs,  and  was 
mortal.  T  here  was  a  large  quantity  of  blood  in  the  thorax, 
and  he  had  feveral  contufions  in  his  head. 

Capt.  Steward.  Next  day  I  found  the  deceafed  lying  dead 
in  the  road,  his  pockets  were  turned  out,  and  this  knife  and 
key  lying  by  him.  Here  is  the  broken  flock,  and  the  barrel 
of  the  gun,  that  was  found  at  the  end  of  Tyburn-lane;  and 
it  is  the  fame  that  the  deceafed  penfioner  took  out  with 
him. 

Capt.  1 angley.  I  was  attacked  in  a  coach  by  five  men,  near 
Hyde-Park-Ccrner  ;  I  drew  my  fword  to  defend  myfelf, 
three  of  them  fired  at  me,  I  received  a  wound  in  my  left 
ffoulder  by  one  of  their  piiiols,  and  feven  wounds  with  their 
iwords  ;  but,  two  foldiers  coming  up  to  my  relief,  I  got  off. 

Lincoln .  Lock  fwore  before  juffice  Blackerby,  that  we 
attacked  the  coach,  while  he  was  eafing  himfelf  in  a  ditch. 

Mr.  Blackerby .  I  kept  Lock’s  depofition  five  days;  and, 
when  I  examined  him  again,  he  did  not  vary  in  one  parti¬ 
cular. 

Mary  Wells .  Wilkinfon  lodged  at  myhoufe;  and  he  went 

to  bed  that  night  (the  4th  of  June)  between  12  and  1  o’clock. 

The  jury  found  them  both  guilty.  Death . 

Robert  Wilkinfon,  of  Paneras,  was  a  third  time  indited, 
for  affaulting  William  Ship  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in 
fear,  and  robbing  him  of  two  gold  rings,  value  2cs»  and  4s. 
in  money,  November  26,  1721. 

William  Ship.  On  the  26th  of  November  laft,  between 
five  and  fix  in  the  evening,  I  was  attacked  at  the  end  of  Fig- 
Lane  by  three  men,  Shaw  and  Burridge  (who  are  both  exe¬ 
cuted)  and  the  prifoner.  Shaw  paired  by  me  firff,  the  pri- 

foner 
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foner  took  hold  of  my  horfe’s  reins,  and  Burridge  clapt  a 
piftol  to  my  teeth,  and  faid,  “  Ye  dog,  if  you  offer  to  ftir, 
I’ll  blow  your  brains  out.”'  Then  he  robbed  me  of  two 

gold  rings  and  4  s. - The  rings  were  afterwards  found  upon 

the  prifoner. 

Mary  Wells-  The  prifoner  being  at  my  houfe,  thefe  rings 
>vere  brought  to  him  by  Tom  Milkfop. 

Wilkin] on.  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  this,  but,  that  it  is 
Jiard  a  man  fhould  be  hanged  on  his  own  information. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

Robert  Wilkinfon,  of  Pancras,  was  a  fourth  time  indicted 
with  Richard  Oakey,  for  affaulting  William  Graham  on  the 
highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  whip, 
value  eighteen-pence,  a  coat  value  five  killings,  and  feven 
(hill  ings  and  eight  pence  half  penny  in  money,  April  8,  1722. 

To  this  indictment  Wilkinfon  pleaded  guilty.  But  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  depofing,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Oakey,  but  by  Wil- 
kinfon’s  information,  the  jury  acquitted  him. 

Robert  Wilkinfon  was  a  fifth  time  indicted,  with  Thomas 
Milkfop,  alias  Jennings,  alias  Ghenning,  alias  Tra'ntum,  for 
that  they,  in  company  with  Thomas  Ping  (not  then  taken) 
did  affault  Ralph  Keat  on  the  highway,  put  him  in  fear,  and 
take  from  him  a  gelciing,  value  iol.  a  bridle,  faddle,  whip, 
a  guinea,  and  thirteen  {hillings. 

Ralph  Keat.  Coming  from  Hampftead  in  the  evening, ,  I 
was  attacked  by  three  men,  who  took  from  n  e  my  gelding, 
bridle,  faddle,  whip,  a  guinea,  and  thirteen  {hillings.  I  ve¬ 
rily  believe  that  Milkfop  was  one  of  the  three.  And  as  for 
Wilkinfon,  he  fent  for  me,  and  owned,  that  himfelf,  Milk¬ 
fop,  and  Ping  were  the  three  who  robbed  me  ;  and  he  put  it 
in  his  information,  which  he  made  before  juftice  Hewit. 

Court.  What  Wilkinfon  faid  will  affeCt  himfelf;  but,  is 
no  evidence  againft  the  other. 

The  prifoner,  Wilkinfon,  faid  nothing  in  his  defence,  and 
the  jury  found  him  guilty. 

Xhe  Prifoner ,  Mil  Keep’s  Defence.  s 

Prifoner .  When  the  coachman  came  to  Newgate,  he  pitch¬ 
ed  upon  another  man  at  fir  ft  ;  but  afterwards  he  came  to  me, 
and  faid,  No,  I  believe  you  are  the  man.”  As  for  the  la¬ 
dies,  none  of  them  can  fwear  to  me. - 1  was  walking  to 

Hampftead,  when  the  gentleman  [Mr,  NugentJ  aiked  me, 

who 
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who  I  was  i  And  I  atifwefed,  a  friend*.  But,  feeing  more; 
coming  up,  I  was  afraid  the'/  had- an  ilhdefign  upon  me,  and 
fo  got  into  the  fields.  And  when  they  took  me,  and  charged 
in  a  with  a  robbery,  I  made  no  refinance,  but  fa?d,  ^Gen¬ 
tlemen,  ufe  me  civilly  and  I  will  go  with  you  where  you  pleafeT 
But  they  fa  id,  they  could  prove  1  had  the  purfe,  and  put  it  k> 
the  grafs  y  and  fothey  bound  me- behind  a  eoachy  and  brought 
me  to  London. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Heath. 

Richard  Oakey,  not  being  convicted,  wo  ftiafl'  give  a  fhor& 
account  of  the  other  three,  Wikmfon,  Lincoln,  and  Milk- 
lop,  as  follows 

Robert  Wilkin  fon  was  about  thirty -five  years  old  when  he 
was  executed.  He  was  fo  addidfed  to  an  idle,  debauched  and 
fiottifh  life.,  that  he  would  never  fettle  to  any  honed  bufir/efso. 
His  temper  was  furl'y  and  brutifh  ;  and,  if  he  had  anv  am¬ 
bition,  k  was  that  of  being  a  bear-garden  chief.  There  fel- 
dom  was  a  boxing  match  at  Hcckly  in  the  Hole,  but  Bob  was- 
one  of  the  combatants  ;  and  though  he  was  but  low  in  feature,, 
yet,  as  be  was  very  firong  limbed,  and  a  daily  pradi  it  inner,  he 
often  carded  the  prise..  And  no  man- could  be  more  elevated 
than  he,,  with  the  hoard  acclamations  of  carmen  and  butebers-;- 
tkough  be  fliared  their  compliments  but  in  common  with  hb 
fellow  brutes,  the  bull-dogs.  By  fuch  exercifes  he  fo  im¬ 
proved  his  natural  ferocity,  that  he  wras  capable  of  any  mif- 
chief ; .and,,  therefore,  no  body  wondered  at  his  commen¬ 
cing  footpad,,  or  that  he  chofe  for  his  companions  Carrick^ 
Carrol,  Shaw,  Burridge,  Lock,  Lincoln,  and  other  villains 
of  difiindUdn,  ** 

For  a  longtime,  a  night  feldom  palled  without  a  robbery- 
committed  by  fome  of  thefe ;  and  thy  had  made  themfclves 
fo  familiar  with  cruelty,  that  what  they  took  from  thofe  they 
plundered,  was  generally  the  lead  injury  they  did  them. 

Wilkinfoa,  however,  would  confTs  but  two  or  three  fails 
that  he  was  guilty  of.  He  faid,  he  was  concerned  in  rob¬ 
bing  an  ale-houfe  in  Ivy-lane,  That  he,  Shaw,  and  Bur- 
zidge,  on  this  fide  Highgate,  robbed  two  gentlemen  on  horfe- 
back,  of  two  watches,  and  about  forty  (hillings  in  money. 
And,  another  perfon.  by  the  end  of  Fig-lane, 

It  was  reported,  that,  when  they  robbed  this  perfon,  Wil¬ 
kin  fon  knocked  him  backwards  into  a  ditch,  and  \vas  going 
to  drangle  him  ;  hut  (the  poor  man  begging  hard  for  his  life, 
and.  telling  them,  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  him,  fo? 

he 
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Ire  knew  none  of  them)  one  of  Wilkinfon’s  comrades  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  put-ting  hisdekgn  in  execution.  ‘But  this, 
Wilkinfon  conftandy  denied. 

What  confeftions  he  made  were  juft  after  his  condemna¬ 
tion  j  for,  towards  the  laft,  he  would  con'fefs  nothing.  Me 
even  denied,  that  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  murder  of  Peter 
Martin,  the  Chelfea  petitioner,  and  behaved  himfelf  in  a  very 
morofe  manner.  The  chaplain,  therefore,  refufed  to  admi- 
nifter  the  facrament  to  him  ;  but 'he  was  under-no  great  con¬ 
cern  on  that  account ;  for  he  faid,  if  he  might  not  go  to  heaven 
as  the  reft  did,  he  hoped  to  find  the  way  by  himfelf. 

He  ‘had  heard  that  fading  was  a  good  expedient  for  that  pur- 
•pofe,  and  therefore,  he  neither  eat  nor -drank  for  three  days 
and  three-  nights  before  his  execution. 

At  the  tree  of  death,  he  fpoke  thus  to  the  mob  :  <c  I  was 

no  way  concerned  <in  the  murder  of  Peter  Martin. - 1  knew 

slothing  of  Lincoln,  till  he  was  apprehended. - 1  don’t  va¬ 

lue  hanging  in  chains,  and  therefore  I  have  no  buftnefs  to  tell 
lies,  and  own  myfelf  -guilty  of  things  I  am  innocent  of. 

He  was  'hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  September  24, 

1722. 

James  Lincoln  was  To  me  thing  younger  than  Wilkinfon., 
m-nd  feemed  to  have  more  humanity.  He  con  felled  he  had 
-committed  feveral  robberies  between  London  and  Hampftead, 
commonly  on  foot,  and  fometimes  with  no  other  weapon  than 

a  flick  j  bat  never  got  above  four  guineas  at  a  time. - That 

he  and  his  comrades  robbed  -  Fielding,  Efq;  near  Hj  de- 

Park  Wall,  of  a  watch  and  Tome  gold.  And  that  they  had 
formed  a  conspiracy  to  rob  the  duke  of  'Newca’ftle  of  his 
Oeorge,  as  he  returned  from  court,  and  waited  for  him  three 
or  four  nights  at  the  end  of  Queen-ftreet ;  but  his  grace  not 
coming  as  they  expedied,  they  fpent  their  time  to  no  purpofe. 

He  laid  he  would  gladly  make  reftitution  to  all  he  had  rob¬ 
bed,  .if  it  was  in  his  power }  but  he  had  nothing  to  reftore. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he,  as  well  as  WiUinfon,  de¬ 
nied  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  penfioner. 
He  faid,  however,  that,  he  forgave  Lock,  who  had  taken 
away  his  life.  He  added,  that  he  died  a  Roman  Catholic. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  ©n  Monday,  September  24* 

47  2-2, 
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The  Ordinary  of  Nevjgate  gives  the  following  Account  of 
THOMAS  MILKSOP . 

u/  He  was  about  twenty-three  years  old,  born  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  put  apprentice,  he  faid,  to  a  vintner,  where  he  lived 
very  pleafantly,  but  learned  fome  things  he  thought  not  pro¬ 
per  for  boys  to  be  acquainted  with.  He  faid,  though  his 
friends  required  him  to  keep  the  paths  of  modeffy  and  fobrie- 
ty,  yet  he  went  from  the  love  of  diverting  company,  to  the 
love  of  jovial  fellows,  and  from  thence  to  vicious  acquaint¬ 
ance.  He  faid,  he  fancied  Wright  and  Burridge  ufed  to 
accompany  them.  He  robbed  a  lady  and  her  fervant  beyond 
Highgate,  of  near  20  s.  &c.  Tentured  once  to  rob  a  man  in 
a  garden,  and  got  away  before  the  man  dared  to  make  any 
noife.  He  added,  that  when  J.  Reading,  J.  Shaw,  5cc.  were 
living,  he  wanted  no  money,  and  could  command  a  horfe  for 
every  expedition,  but  has  of  late  been  fohad  a  plunderer,  that 
he  could  provide  nothing  but  a  piftol  and  bullets.  He  confeft 
the  robbery  he  was  convidfed  of,  (with  many  others)  but  faid, 
he  (hot  not  at  Roberts  the  coachman,  till  he  laihed  him  with 
his  whip  to  the  heart,  and  then  he  (hot  with  a  defign  to  mils 
his  life.  He  faid,  when  he  was  taken,  he  thruft  the  purfe  in¬ 
to  the  grafs,  to  fave  the  money,  rather  than  to  conceal  the 
robbery. 

He  defired  I  would  efpecially  take  notice,  that,  though 
he  had  a  wife  and  a  child,  the  never  was  apprized  of  his  rob¬ 
beries,  he  always  compoiing  himfelf  at  night  before  he  returned 
to  her.  That,  notwithftanding  all  this,  he  cohabited  with 
other  women,  and  once  with  a  man's  wife,  for  which  he 
afked  pardon  of  God  and  men  ;  and  fe^med  to  be  entirely  pe¬ 
nitent  :  he  faid  he  found  nothing  profper  but  virtue,  nor  was 
there  any  fatisfadfion  but  in  religious  duties  ;  qualifying  him¬ 
felf  for  the  facrsment  with  much  care. 

“  At  the  tree,  Milkfop  hoped  (he  faid)  none  would  re- 
jBedf  on  his  innocent  parents ;  hoped  God  would  pardon  his 
great  fin,  in  (hooting  his  piftoi,  and  alfo  abufmg  a  fingie 
woman  by  Cane- Wood,  whom  he  firft  robbed  of  an  apron, 
necklace, 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  September  24, 
1722. 
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THOMAS  WILSON  and  SAMUEL  COLE, 
for  a  Robbery,  September,  1722. 


'“jp  HOMAS  WILSON,  and  Samuel  Cole,  of  Paddington,* 
were  indicted  for  aflaulting  John  Wood frock  on  the 
highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  coat 
with  jfilver  buttons,  value  30s.  Augufr'  29,  1722. 

They  were  a  fecund  time  indited  for  aflaulting  William 
Owen  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  cane.,  a  hat,  a  wig,  a  coat,  and  a  filver  watch,  Au¬ 
gufr  27,  1722. 

They  were  a  third  time  indicted  for  aflaulting  John  Cowell 
<>n  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a 
hat,  a  wig,  and  fifteen-pence,  Augufr  6,  1722. 

To  thefe  three  indictments  Wilfon  pleaded  guilty. 

John  TVoodftapk.  Betwixt  Paddington  and  Marybone,  a- 
bout  eight  at  night,  on  the  29th  of  Augufr,  I  was  attacked 
by  two  men,  one  of  them  held  a  pifrol  to  me,  while  the  o- 
ther  rifled  me,  and  pulled  off  my  coat:  Wilfon  has  owned 
%imlelf  to  be  one  of  them,  bait  I  know  nothing  of  the  other, 
but  by  Wilfon’ s  information. 

William  Hoipcird .  On  the  30th  of  Augufr,  I  bought  thefe 
fifteen  plate  buttons  of  Wilfon  for  ten  {hillings  and  feven 
peiice  ;  they  weighed  two  ounces  a-nd  four  penny-weights 

.William  Owen.  Coming  from  Hampfread  about  eiaht  at 
night,  I  was  afraul ted  by  two  men,  who  broke  my  head,  and 
took  away  my  hat,  wig,  and  cane,  and  then  they  fword  they 
would  cue  my  throat  if  I  did  not  ft i  ip.  So  I  pulled  off  my 
coat,  and  gave  it  th<_m,  and  my  watch  was  in  the  lining  of 
it.  Wilfon  has  confefred  th  1  fail,  and  as  for  Cole,  I  cannot 
•fwear  to  his  face,  but  I  think  l  know  his  voice  again. 

-  IVady .  I  keep  an  ale-houfe,  but  I  work  at 

■watch-making.  On  the  28th  of  Augufr,  about  eight  in 
the  morning,  Wilfon  came  to  me,  and  laid,  a  friend  of  his 
had  got  a  watch  ro  fell  for  a  guinea  and  a  half  Now  the 
watch  was  worth  fix  pounds,  which  made  me  a  little  afraid 
that  ti-ey  did  not  come  honeftiy  by  it  :  fo  I  a  freed  him  the 
pjueftion,  but  he  faid  I  had  no  occahon  to  fear  coming  into 
trouble  about  ir,  for  if  any  thing  happened  I  knew  where  he 
lived,  and  I  might  foon  find  him  :  however,  I  did  not  care 
to  buy  ir,  but  lent  him  a  guinea  upon  it.  Then  be  confefred, 
that  he  and  Cole  got  it  of  a  man,  whom  they  met  and  beat 

t  D  d 
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On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  he  and  Cole  came  together,  and 
drank  a  pot.  I  afked  Wilfon,  if  he  was  not  afraid  of  being 
hanged.  He  faid,  he  expected  no  other,  but  he  would 
bring  me  a  good  many  watches  firft.  The  next  day  Wilfon 
came  again,  and  faid  he  wanted  to  borrow  two  {hillings  more 
of  t{ie  money  I  owed  him  for  the  watch.  Why,  fays  I, 
what  makes  you  want  money  already  ;  have  not  you  been 
upon  the  old  ftory  ?  Yes,  fays  he,  I  and  Cole  robbed  a  marl 
of  a  coat  with  filver  buttons.  But  are  you  not  afraid  of  be¬ 
ing  taken  ?  fays  I,  No,  fays  be,  here  is  my  fafe-guard,  and 
then  he  fhewed  me.  a  piftol,  and  he  told  me,  that  he  and 
Cole  would  come  again  at  noon  for  the  reft  of  the  mo- 
ney. 

So  I  went  to  juftice  Ellis  and  got  a  warrant,  which  I  de¬ 
livered  to  a  conftable :  and  the  prifoners  coming  according  to 
Wilfon’s  appointment,  the  conftable  took  Wilfon,  and  carried 
him  before  the  juftice,  and  Cole  followed  him.  In  the 
juftice’s  room,  Wilfon  fhet  at  me,  but  milled  me  :  upon 
which  his  piftol  was  feized,  arid  Cole  bsing  fearched',  another 
piftol  was  found  upon  him. 

John  Cotvdl.  As  I  was  going  over  Lamb’s-Conduit-Fields, 
the  two  prifoners  were  fitting  upon  the  conduit,  and  Cole 
yofe  up  and  knocked  me  down,  and  Wilfon  took  my  hat 
and  wig,  and  five-pence  from  me,  and  then  he  knocked  my 
wife  down. 

Court.  Are  you  fare  Cole  was  one  of  them  ? 

Cowell  No,  I  don’t  know  Cole,  any  otherwife  than  by 
Wilfon’s  information. 

Wilfon.  Cole  knows  nothing  of  thefe  robberies.  I 
worked  with  him  at  Port-mahon  formerly.  He  is  a  founder 
and  I  am  a  fawyer,  and  meeting  him  yn  Holborn,  we  went 
to  drink  together,  and  1  gave  him  a  piftol  to  put  in  his  pocket, 
for  fear  it  ftiould  go  oft,  and  fo  he  went  with  me  to  Wady’s, 
and  there  an  officer  came  and  took  me.  Cole  afked  him 
what  juftice  he  was  going  before?  and  the  officer  told  him, 
and  fo  he  followed  us  to  juftice  Perry’s  door,  and  there  Wady 
took  hirn. 

Wady .  The  fame  night  that  Mr.  Cowell  was  robbed,  I 
met  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Cole  together  near  Paddington, 

Cole.  I  have  been  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  for 
three  months,  and  was  not  in  a  condition  to  commit  thefe 
robberies. 

\  t  .  - 

The  jury  acquitted  Cole,  and  found  Wilfon  guilty. 

Death. 
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'After  Sentence ,  Thomas  Wilson  gave  the follovj'ing  /he count 

cf  himfelf. 

I  was  born  in  London  ;  my  parents  were  boned,  induftri- 
ous  people,  though  in  mean  Circumdances ;  and  it  had  been 
well  for  me,  if  I  had  followed  their  advice  and  example  ;  but 
1  was  of  fuch  a  furiy,  obdinate,  aud  ungovernable  temper, 
that  neither  kind  ufage  nor  feverity  had  any  good  effedl  upon 
nie.  I  (hewed  an  early  inclination  to  wickednefs,  by  keeping 
company  with  black-guards,  by  fw earing,  lying,  pilfering, 
and  doing  any  kind  of  mifehief  I  was  capable  of.  My  parents 
often  corrected  me  for  thefe  things,  but  it  proved  to  no  pur- 
pofe  ;  for,  though  fometimes  I  promifed  amendment,  it  was 
never  with  a  defign  to  mend,  but  only  to  avoid  a  whipping, 
when  I  had  faid  or  done  fomething  to  deferve  it.  Thus  I 
went  on,  till  I  was  about  twelve  years  old,  and  then  I  began 
to  lie  out  a  nights,  and  though  I  feldom  efcaped  punifhmeht 
for  this,  yet,  inftead  of  reforming,  I  (fill  grew  worfe,  and 
often  lay  out  for  feveral  nights  together.  I  thought  by  this 
management,  to  get  the  maftery  of  my  parents ;  and  that, 
when  they  found  they  could  not  reclaim  me,  they  would  let 
rne  go  my  own  way.  But,  not  being  able  to  bring  this  a- 
bout,  I  run  quite  away  when  I  was  thirteen,  and  went  to  fea, 
and  failed  to  the  Baltic.  I  foon  found  I  had  changed  for  the 
worfe  ;  for,  in  the  few  months  1  was  on  board,  my  behaviour 
was  fuch,  that  I  was  fourteen  times  whipt  and  pickled,  and 
fix  times  hung  up  by  the  heels.  This  treatment  made  me  wifh 
myfelf  at  home  again  ;  fo  that  as  foon  as  the  fhip  returned,  I 
went  diredtlyto  my  parents,  and  with  as  much  fubmiflion  a9 
my;  fullen  temper  would  admit  of,  I  promifed  to  behave  bet¬ 
ter  for  the  time  to  come. 

They  received  me  kindly  ;  for,  as  I  had  fullered  fo  much, 
they  were  in  hopes  I  had  feen  my  errors,  and  would  reform 
in  earneft.  In  a  little  time  I  was  bound  apprentice  to  a  faw- 
yer  at  Fleet-ditch,  which  I  was  well  enough  fatisfied  with,  for 
the  w#rk  was  much  eafier  than  what  I  did  on  fnip-Board,  and 
I  met  with  good  ufage  from  my  mailer.  But,  when  1  had 
ferved  him  four  years,  I  grew  wear y  of  this  regular  life  ;  and 
though  I  had  met  with  fo  much  hardfhip  at  fea,  nothing  could 
now  content  me  but  another  voyage  ;  and,  in  this  mad  hu¬ 
mour,  I  left  my  mailer,  and  entered  myfelf  on  board  a  mer¬ 
chant-man,  bound  for  the  Streights.'  , 

When  I  Was  a-fhore  at  Lifbon,  I  drank  eXcefflvely  of  new 
wines,  which  threw  me  into  a  violent  flux  $  and  at  the’fame 
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time  I  omtradfed  a  much  worfe  diftemper  ;  fo  that  there  was 
little  hopes  of  my  life.  But,  however,  in  my  pafTage  home,  by 
the  great  care  of  the  furgeon  of  the  (hip,  I  recovered  beyond 
expectation.  Soon  after  my  arrival  in  England,  l  courted  a 
young  woman,  whom  I  really  loved,  and  in  a  little  time  I 
gained  her  confent,  and  married  her.  But,  her  friends  hav¬ 
ing  heard  what  a  fcandalous  character  I  bore,  they  would  not 
fufFer  her  to  live  with  me,  but  took  her  away,  to  prevent  her 
(haring  in  the  miferies  which  they  believed  my  ill-courfes 
would  reduce  me  to.  Till  this  time,  which  was  about  two 
years  ago,  though  I  had  lived  a  profligate  life,  I  had  never 
been  guilty  of  any  felony  ;  but  the  lofs  of  her,  whom  I  was 
indeed  very  fond  of,  made  me  almofl:  diftra&ed,  and  quite 
carelefs  of  what  became  of  me.  1  fell  into  the  word  com¬ 
pany,  and  engaged  with  them  in  feveral  robberies,  of  which  I 
(hall  now  give  the  heft  account  I  can  ;  that  tholi  whom  I 
have  injured  may,  at  leafl,  have  the  poor  fatisfaelion  of  know¬ 
ing  who  robbed  them  -  and,  that  innocent  men  may  not  be 
fufpedled  of  the  crimes  I  am  guilty  of.  Some  of  my  corn- 
panions  were,  on  my  information,  committed  to  Newgate  ^ 
and  the  others  are  either  dead,  or  fled  from  juflice. 

In  the  robberies  we  committed,  we  commonly  made  ufe  of 
(hort  flicks,  loaded  at  the  ends  with  lead  ;  though  we  did  not 
often  itrike  with  them,  except  the  paflengers  were  unruly,  ©r 
we  thought  ourfelves  too  weak  to  face  them  manfully  :  and, 
when  this  was  the  cafe,,  our  cuftom  was  to  come  behind  them 
and  knock  them  down  before  we  fpoke.  Sometimes  indeed 
we  abufed  them  after  we  had  robbed  them  and  fo  we  ferved 
a  footman,  whom  we  attacked  between  St.  Giles’s- pound, 
and  Mary-ie-bone ;  for,  after  he  had  delivered  his  watch  and 
handkerchief,  without  making  any  reflflance,  we  knocked 
him  down,  and  left  him  fenfelels. 

The  only  time  that  I  robbed  with  a  piflol  was  in  company 
with  one  Gefhy,  who  is  fince  fled  towards  Gtbralcer.  We 
aflfaulud  a  man  between  St.  Giles’s-pound,  and  the  half-way- 
houfe,  and  took  from  him  about  eight  (hillings,  and  two  re¬ 
markable  old  pieces  of  filver,  which  I  fold  in  Fleet- ffreet. 

Not  long  after  this,  being  got  very  drunk,  I  was  refolved 
to  try  my  fortune  alone,  though  without  a  piitol.  I  conceal¬ 
ed  myfdf  in  a  ditch  near  Pancras,  to  watch  for  my  prey  ; 
and  1  had  not  lain  long,  before  a  man  pafTed  by  with  a  little 
bundle  under  his  arm.  I  immediately  followed  and  knocked 
him  down,  and  took  away  his  bundle,  and  his  hat  and  wig  ; 
bat,  as  I  was  going  to  rifle  his  pockets,  my  foot  flipped,  and 
1  fell  backwards  into  the  ditch;  and  before  I  could  well  get 

outr 
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out  again,  the  poor  man  recovered  himfelf,  and  run  away.  I 
was  in  hopes,  as  the  bundle  felt  heavy,  that  I  had  got  a  good 
booty  ;  but,  when  I  came  to  examine  it,  I  found  nothing 
but  four  pounds  of  fnuff  in  leaden  pots,  and  two  or  three  other 
trifles,  of  little  value.  However,  I  met  with  a  better  prize 
the  fame  night ;  for  the  fnuff-merchant  had  not  been  gone 
long,  before  another  man  came  by,  whom  I  attacked  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  robbed  him  of  a  filver  watch. 

Two  days  after  this,  1  and  another  robbed  a  man  and  a  wo¬ 
man  between  Highgate  and  Holloway  :  we  took  two  fhillings 
and  fome  half-pence  from  the  man,  and  a  fine  hat,  and  a  Hol¬ 
land  apron  from  the  woman.  We  had  hardly  parted  from  them 
when  we  fancied  fomebody  was  coming  in  purfuit  of  us  ;  and 
thereupon  we  took  to  our  heels,  and  run  through  hedge  and 
ditch,  and  fo  crofs  the  fields  towards  Kentifh-Town,  with¬ 
out  giving  ourfelves  leifure  to  look  back,  ’till  we  were  almoft 
out  o'f  breath,  and  then  we  found  ourfelves  out  of  danger,  for 
no  body  followed  us,  and  we  had  been  frighted  by  nothing 
but  our  own  guilty  confciences  :  but  that  terror  quickly  wore 
©ff,  for  we  fell  to  robbing  again  the  fame  night. 

Before  we  robbed  Mr.  Cowell,  I  was  apprehenfive  that  he 
knew  me,  and  therefore  endeavoured  all  I  could  to  perfuade 
my  companion  not  to  attack  him  ;  but  he  was  obftinate,  and 
I,  being  unwilling  to  pafs  fora  coward,  confented.  I  would 
afterwards  have  thrown  the  hat  away,  for  fear  of  a  difeovery  \ 
but  he  would  not  yield  to  that  neither. 

The  greateft  booty  we  ever  got  at  once  was  when  we  rob¬ 
bed  Mr.  Owen  of  his  coat,  hat,  wig,  and  watch,  which  al¬ 
together  were  worth  about  lol. 

We  robbed  Thomas  Ackerfley,  of  a  haut-boy  and  flagelet* 
as  he  was  coming  from  Kentifh-Town  ;  and  I  afterwards 
threw  the  haut-boy  away  by  the  road -fide.  I  could  not  be 
eafy  without  mentioning  this,  becaufe  it  is  a  fatSfc  for  which 
two  men  were  tried  this  lelfions,  and  one  of  them  was  found 
guilty. 

Thus  far  Wilfon  gives  an  account  of  himfelf,  and  the  or- 
din  ry  adds,  “  though  he  had  an  uncommon  roughnefs  in  his 
afpe£t  and  deportment,  as  well  as  a  natural  furlinefs  in  his  tem¬ 
per  ;  yet,  when  the  profpc6t  of  death  was  immediately  be¬ 
fore  him,  he  appeared  very  defirous  of  makmg  his  peace  with 
God,  and  informing  himfelf  in  the  requifites  to  repentance ; 
never,  that  I  know  of,  abfenting  from  the  prayers,  but  pre¬ 
paring  himfelf  with  much  care,  for  the  reception  of  the  holy 
Ucrament,  before  he  died.’’ 
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H  ARLES  WEAVER,  of  the  parifh  of  St.John'^ 
Wapping,  was  indi&ed  for  the  murder  of  Eleanor  Clarke, 
widow,  by  giving  her  with  a  drawn  fword  one  mortal  wound 
in  the  left  part  of  her  body,  near  the  Ihoulder,  of  the  length 
of  half  an  inch,  and  the  depth  of  feven  inches,  on  the  6th  of 
December  laft,  of  which  wound  {he  inftantly  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  on  the  ftatute  of  /tabbing  : 
and  a  third  time  was  indidfed  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition  for 
the  faid  murder. 

Thomas  Watkins ,  a  Waterman.  Edward  Morris  and  the 
prifoner  hired  me  at  Strand-Bridge,  to  carry  them  to  the  Red- 
Houfe  at  Deptford  :  I  accordingly  carried  them  thither.  When 
we  came  on  (here,  Eleanor  Clarke,  the  deceafed,  met  with 
Edward  Morris,  and  afked  him  if  he  was  going  to  London  ? 
he  faid,  yes  ;  but,  before  he  went,  he  had  a  little  hufmefs  to 
do  with  the  woman  at  the  Prince’s-head.  So  they  all  went  to 
the  White- Hart- alehoufe,  where  they  {laid  a  little  while,  and 
then  came  all  three  into  my  boat.  As  I  was  carrying  them  to 
London,  when  we  came  near  the  Horns,  the  deceafed  faid  to 
the  prifoner.  £C  why  don’t  you  give  Mr.  Morris  his  money  $ 
you  went  down  to  Deptford  to  do  him  fervice,  and  make 
matters  better,  but  you  have  made  them  worfe.”  The  prL 
doner  thereupon  took  feme  money  out  of  his  pocket,  as  if 
he  intended  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Morris  ;  but,  inftead  of  fo  do¬ 
ing,  he  put  it  into  his  pocket  again,  and  faid,  “  he  fliall  not 
have  it  till  to-morrow.”  WTen  we  came  near  Execution- 
dock,  the  deceafed  faid  again,  6t  WeaVer!  why  don’t  you 
give  Morris  his  money  ?  it  is  like  your  Irifh  tricks.”  Upon 

this,  the  prifoner  d- - d  her  for  a  bitch,  and  fwore  he  would 

throw  her  over-board  ;  and  indeed  he  endeavoured  to  do  it, 
but  I  prevented  him,  by  leaning  on  the  other  fide  of  the  boat, 
to  keep  it  from  overturning.  Then  he  drew  his  fword,  and 
fwore  he  would  kill  us  all  three.  The  deceafed  faid,  is 
the  man  mad  ?”The  prifoner  made  pafTes  at  us  all  j  and  Moi- 
ris  laying  hold  of  him,  1  perceived  the  deceafed  leaning  over 
the  boat,  and  bleeding.  I  endeavoured  to  run  the  boat  a- 
Ihore,  but  another  waterman  jumped  in,  and  feized  the  pri* 
loner. 

Price  Sturdily  Waterman.  Being  in  my  boat,  near  New- 
crane,  1  law  the  prifoner  brandifhing  his  fword  in  another 
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boat,  and  I  was  afraid  be  would  have  over-turned  it.  He 
made  a  pafs  at  the  waterman,  and  another  at  Mr.  Morris,  up¬ 
on  which  I  made  up,  and  jumped  into  the  boat,  where  I 
found  the  woman  bleeding  ;  and  {he  died  immediately. 

Edward  Morris.  Having  fome  bufmefs  at  Deptford,  I 
afked  the  prifoner  tp  go  with  me  ;  and  told  him  I  was  in  danr 
ger  of  being  arrefted.  He  prefently  agreed,  and  (aid,  I  (hould 
put  on  his  foldier’s  cloaths,  and  he  bimfelf  would  take  upon 
him  to  be  my  ferjeant.  So  we  hired  a  boat,  and  went  to 
Deptford,  where  we  accidentally  met  the  deceafed,  whp 
was  our  neighbour  and  acquaintance.  My  bufinefs  was  with  * 

one  Jane - ,  to  whom  I  owed  fome  money.  We  went 

to 'drink  at  tire  White  Hart,  where  I  laid  down  5  s.  6  d. 

for  Jane - but  the  prifoner  catched  up  the  money,  and 

faid  fhe  fhould  not  have  it.  This  was  the  money  which  the 
deceafed  called  upon  him  to  return  to  me  ;  telling  him,  that 
I  had  all  day  treated  him  very  bandfomely  ;  and  upon  this  he 
curfed  and  d — n’d,  and  drew  his  fword,  and  made  pafTes  at 
us  ;  and  fo  the  deceafed  was  wounded. 

A  furgeon.  Hearing  of  the  accident,  I  went  immediately, 
and  found  her  dead  ip  the  boat.  One  xamining  the  wound,  I 
perceived  the  fword  had  pierced  through  the  intercoftal 
mufcies,  and  both  lobes  of  the  lungs,  which  was  the  caufe  of 
her  death. 

The  prifoner  denied  the  fa£t,  and  affirmed  that  the  de¬ 
ceafed  received  the  wound  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  whom  he  had 
lent  his  fword.  But,  in  anfwer  to  this,  Mr.  Morris,  and 
Watkins  the  waterman  depofed,  that  though,  when  they 
went  to  Deptford,  Mr.  Morris  had  on  the  prifoner’s  coat  and 
fword,  yet  at  their  coming  from  Deptford,  the  prifoner  took 
the  fword  again  from  Morris. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  three  indi&ments, 
ynd  he  received  fentence  of  Death. 

Charles  Weaver  was  very  devout  and  ferious  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  ana  fpoke  to  the  people,  denying  his  of¬ 
fence. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  February 

1722-3. 
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RICHARD  OAKEY,  'JOHN  LEVEE,  and  MAT- 
THEW  FLOOD,  for  feveral  Robberies,  January, 

I722_3* 

T)  ICHARt)  OAKEY,  John  Levee,  alias  yunks,  and 
**  -  Matthew  flood,  of  Pancras,  were  indicted  for  affaulting 
William  Young,  Efq;  on  the  high-way,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  him  a  gold  watch,  value  30  1.  two  feals,  va¬ 
lue  4$.  a  gold  chain,  value  4I.  and  a  ring,  value  15  s.  on  the 
10th  of  December,  1722. 

To  this  indi&ment  Matthew  Flood  pleaded  guilty,  but  the 
others  not  guilty. 

Mr.  Young.  As  I  was  coming  along  in  my  chariot,  with 
Colonel  Cope,  on  the  10th  of  December  lafl  we  were  flopped 
by  three  men :  one  flopped  the  horfes,  one  flood  at  the  fide 
of  the  chariot,  and  a  third  came  in  and  took  my  watch, 
chain,  two  feals,  a  ring,  and  other  things  from  me.  They 
jjfed  us  very  civilly,  conlidering  what  fort  of  gentlemen  they 
were  ;  but  I  cannot  fwear  to  either  of  the  prifoners. 

y of eph  Blake,  alias  Blue-Jkin.  I  and  the  prifoners.  Levee 
and  Flood,  were  a  robbing  together  about  fix  o’clock,  in 
Hampftead  road.  I  went  a  little  before  to  fee  who  was  in  the 
chariot.  When  they  came  up,  Flood  laid  hold  of  the  horfe, 
Levee  went  into  the  chariot,  and  1  flood  at  the  chariot  door, 
and  received  two  gold  watches  with  feais  and  chains,  and 
two  rings  which  Levee  took  from  Mr.  Young  and  Col.  Cope, 
and  handed  out  to  me,  and  I  bid  him  do  the  gentlemen  no 
hurt.  He  and  Flood  had  each  one  piftol,  and  I  had  two. 
The  gold  watches  were  both  fold  to«  one  Mr.  Greatrix  in 
Southwark,  for  1 4 1.  and  the  money  fhared  equally  among  us 
three.  I  gave  one  of  them  eighteen  pence,  and  the  other  a 
{hilling  for  their  parts  in  the  rings. 

yonathan  Wild .  Some  coming,  I  fuppofe  from  the  pro- 
fecutors,  to  me  about  the  robbery,  I  made  it  my  bujmefs  to 
feareh  after  the  prifoner$  ;  for  I  had  heard  that  they  ufed  to  rflb 
about  Hampftead  j  and  I  went  about  it  the  more  willingly, 
becaufe  I  had  heard  they  had  threatened  to  fhoot  me  through 
the  head.  1  offered  ten  pounds  a  hpad  for  any  perfon  who 
would  difeover  them  ;  upon  which  a  woman,  (John  Dyer’s 
wife)  came  and  told  me  that  the  prifoners  had  been  with  her 
hufband  to  entice  him  to  turn  out  with  them,  and  if  I  would 
promife  he  fhould  come  and  go  fafely,  he  would  give  me  fome 
intelligence.  I  gave  her  my  promife,  and  her  hufband  came 

accordingly 
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accordingly,  and  told  me  that  Levee  and  Blake  were  at  that 
time  cleaning  their  piftols  at  a  houfe  in  Fleet-Lane.  I  went 
thither,  and  feized  them  both.  I  heard  thje  fame  day  that 
Flood  was  apprehended  in  Southwark  for  another  fa  of,  and 
fent  to  Bridewe  ll,  where  I  found  him  fafe.  The  perfon,  who 
gave  me  intelligence  where  to  find  Blake  and  Levee,  told  me 
that  he  had  two  rings  to  fell,  and  I  fuppofing  that  they  might 
be  of  ufe  in  detecting  the  prifoners,  lent  him  12  s.  upon 
them,  and  here  is  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Young.  This  is  the  ring  I  was  robbed  of. 

"John  Dyer,  Blake,  Flood,  and  Levee  defired  me  to  take 
a  walk  with  them  ;  we  went  to  Black-Mary  VHole,  where* 
we  drank  fome  brandy  :  Levee  pulled  a  ring  out  of  his 
pocket  and  gave  it  to  Biake,  and  Blake  gave  it  to  me,  and  it  is 
the  fame  ring  that  Jonathan  Wild  produced  juft  now.  They 
afked  me  to  go  a  robbing  with  them.  I  refufed  at  firft,  but 
one  of  them  fwore  if  I  did  not,  he  would  put  me  into 
his  information,  jf  he  fhould  happen  to  be  taken.  So  I  went 
with  them  to  Hyde  Park,  where  they  flopped  a  coach,  and 
then  I  ran  away  from  them. 

The  prifoners  all  denied  the  faff,  and  vehemently  exclaimed 
sgainft  Jonathan  Wild  ;  but  called  no  witn-efles  to  prove  their 
innocence,  or  give  them  a  good  character. 

The  jury  found  them  all  guilty  of  the  indictment.  Death . 

I  cannot  imagine  how  the  jury  came  to  find  Oakey  guilty  ; 
for  he  is  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  the  whole  trial.  Mr. 
Young  f  wears  that  he  was  robbed  by  three  men.  Blake 
fvvears  that  thofe  three  were  Flood,  Levee,  and  himfclf,  and 
that  the  14I.  for  which  the  watches  were  fold,  was  divided 
among  the  fame  three.  Jonathan  Wild  lwears  that  he  took 
Blake  and  Levee  in  Fleet-Lane,  and  found  Flood  in  Bride¬ 
well.  And  Dyer  gives  an  account  of  his  being  in  company 
with  Blake,  Levee,  and  Flood  ;  and  neither  of  them  fpeak» 
one  wt>rd  of  Oakey. 

To  clear  up  this  difficulty,  there  is  no  other  way  that  I  can 
think  of  than  to  fuppofe  there  is  fome  miftake  in  tranfcribing 
or  printing  ;  that  Oakey  was  either  acquitted,  or  his  name 
erroneoufly  added  to  this  indiClment.  The  latter  feems  tome 
the  moft  probable,  becaufe  Oakey  at  the  fame  time  flood  in- 
diCfed  with  Levee  for  another  robbery. 

Jonn  Levee,  alias  Junks,  and  Matthew  Flood,  (I  will 
not  add  Richard  .Oakey)  of  Pancras,  were  a  fecond  time  in- 
diFted  for  affauiting  Colonel  Cope,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
4  T  taking 
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taking  from  him  a  gold  watch,  value  twenty  .pounds,  3 
ring,  value  twenty  {hillings,  and  twenty-two  {hillings  in 
money,  Dec.  10. 

To  this  indictment,  as  to  the  former,  Flood  pleaded  guilty, 
and  the  evidence  again  A  the  other,  being  to  the  fame  effect  as 
in  the  1  aft  trial,  the  jury  found  him  guilty. 

Richard  Oakey,  and  John  Levee,  were  induffed  for  af- 
faulting  Simeon  Betts  on  the  high-way,  putting  him  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  him  a  mu'flin  turn-over,  and  two  guineas, 
on  the  26th  of  November  laft. 

Simeon  Betts.  As  I  was  going  by  the  end  of  Fig-lane? 
near  Pancras  church,  on  the  26th  of  November  at  night, 
with  a  link  in  my  hand,  I  was  fet  upon  by  three  men,  one  of 
t  'em  fnatchec!  the  link  out  of  my  hand,  another  bid  me  ftand, 
and  a  third  fwore  if  1  fpoke  one  wor d,  he  would  (hoot  me 
through  the  head.  Then  they  dragged  me  down  Fig-Lane, 
into  a  field  where  they  robbed  me,  and  one  of  them  {truck  his 
piftol  into  my  left  eye,  and  beat  it  quite  out. 

John  Levee.  I  own  that  I  committed  the  robbery  ;  but 
Oakey  was  no  way  concerned  in  it.  Fie  is  as  innocent  of 
the  matter  as  your  lordfiup  on  the  bench 

Jofeph  Blake.  I  and  the  prifoners,  Levee  and  Oakey, 
v/.  re  Banding  at  the  end  of  Fig- Lane,  when  the  profecutor 
mas  coming  along.  I  laid  hold  of  him,  Levee  took  his  link, 
and  we  all  brought  him  into  a  field,  where  he  was  robbed  ; 
but  making  fome  refinance,  he  was  knocked  down  with  a 
hick.  It  was  Oakey  that  took  the  money,  and  laid  it  was 
rich  *  ;  but  he  told  us  of  no  more,  than  one  guinea,  fo  that 
he  funk  half  the  cole  upon  -us,  We  left  the  profecutor  in  the 
field,  and  went  to  a  fort  of  cook’s  {hop,  where  we  had  half  a 
goofe  for  {upper,  and  ihared  the  money. 

Oakey.  I  know  nothing  of  this  faef.  I  was  never  guilty 
of  any  robbery  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever  had  acquaintance 
with  Blake  or  Levee. 

In  contradiction  to  this  it  was  depofed,  that  Oakey,  Blake, 
and  Levee,  had  often  been  feen  together,  and  that  Oakey 
was  an  old  offender,  and  had  been  an  evidence  againft  two 
of  his  accomplices,  one  of  whom  was  hanged,  and  the  other 
tranfported. 


The  jury  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty  of  the  indidD 
HienF 

■)U  . 

^  That  :s.  it  was  paid. 
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An  Account  of  John  Levee,  Richard  Oakey,  and 

Matthew  Flood* 

John  Levee ,  otberwife  Junks ,  the  former  being  his  right 
name,  was  born  in  St.  Clement’s  parifh;  his  father,  he  faid,. 
was  a  French  gentleman,  came  over  with  King  Charles  II. 
at  the  reftauration,  and  had  the  honour  to  inftruiR  three 
dukes  (rhe  king’s  natural  Tons)  in  the  French  tongue,  during 
which  time  he  lived  in  Pall-mall.  Some  years  after  this  he 
commenced  wine-merchant,  and  dealt  to  France  for  feveial 
thoufands  a  year.  In  thefe  days  of  profperity,  his  children 
hardly  ever  went  out  without  a  footman  or  two  to  attend 
them.  Rut  afterwards  meeting  with  great  lofles,  he  failed, 
and  was  obliged  to  leave  his  family,  and  retire  to  Holland.  On 
this  misfortune,  his  fon  John  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the 
French  focieiy,  who,  when  he  was  very  young,  put  him  to  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war.  John  was  feveral  years  at  fea, 
but  never  in  any  ctmfiderable  engagement.  Indeed  he  was  on 
board  the  EfTex,  when  the  Spaniih  (hips  were  attacked  in 
the  Mediterranean,  but  that  vidlory  was  fo  eafiiy  obtained, 
that  the  (hip  he  was  in  had  very  little  to  do.  At  his  return 
into  the  Britifh  channel,  he  was  turned  over  to  the  Elizabeth 
man  of  war,  and  failed  to  the  Baltic  under  Sir  John  Norris. 
But  the  Muscovite  Flips  not  daring  to  face  the  Englifh,  and* 
as  he  faid,  the  admiral  judging  it  impracticable  to  attack 
them  in  their  harbour  of  Revel,  they  came  to  no  engagement. 

Soon  after  his  coming  to  England,  fome  of  his  friends  re¬ 
commended  .him  to  a  merchant  in  Tower-Freet,  whoj  would 
have  taken  him  into  a  compting-houfe  :  though  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  metthocj  of  book-keeping,  he  could 
write  a  tolerable  hand,  and  underflood  a  little  arithmetic  ;  fo 
that  he  was  well  enough  qualified  to  copy  letters,  make  walte- 
book  entries,  and  draw  out  bills  of  parcels,  if  he  had  been 
but  willing;  but  the  misfortune  was,  he  had  no  great  liking 
to  any  honeft  employment,  and  therefore  would  not  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  of  making  a  trial  at  this,  or  any  other 
that  his  friends  could  propofe  to  him. 

Thus  difpofed,  he  one  night  fell  into  fome  company  at  an 
ale-houfe  in  Holborn,  where,  among  other  difcourfe?  it  was 
laid,  that  any  brifk  young  fellow  might  eafiiy  make  his  for¬ 
tune,  and  iive  like  a  gentleman,  by  going  upon  the  high-way* 
Jack  fwore  he  was  ol  the  fame  opinion,  though  at  that  time 
he  thought  they  only  fpoke  in  jefl :  but  as  they  found  hi  u  a 
forward  youth,  they  foon  convinced  him  they  were  in  earnefl, 
and  took  him  in  for  a  frefhhand.  This  was  what  he  wanted* 

T  2  for 
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for  though  he  had  a  great  hankering  after  mifchief,  he  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  begin  by  himfeif. 

His  chief  companion  was  Blue-fkin  :  they  committed  fe¬ 
deral  robberies  together  in  the  Kent  and  Suffex  roads  In  par¬ 
ticular  at  the  beginning  of  Qdoher  la-ft,  about  fix  in  the 
evening,  they  flopped  the  Camberwell  coach  near  Stoke- 
N  ew-ington,  as  it  was  driving  from  London.  There  was  one 
Woman,  and  four  or  five  gentlemen  in  it.  The  gentlemen 
defined  them  not  to  frighten  the  lady,  becaufe  (he  was  with 
child.  Upon  which  they  forebore  to  fearch  any  of  the  com-* 
pany,  but  contented  themfelves  with  holding  a  hat  in  the 
coach,  accepting  of  what  was  given  them.  By  the  quantity 
that  was  put  into  the  hat,  which  Blue-fkin  held,  Levee  thought 
they  had  got  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  but  coming  to 
examine  ir,  he  found  moil  of  it  copper.  He  had  fome  fuf- 
picion  that  Blue-fkin  had  been  too  fharp  for  him,  for  Blue- 
fkin  had  played  him  fuch  a  trick  before  :  but  what  vexed  them 
both  was,  they  afterwards  heard,  that  in  that  coach  there  was 
near  three  hundred  pounds,  which  they  had  miffed,  by  not 
making  a  thorough  fearch. 

In  the  fame  road  they  flopped  another  coach,  in  which 
was  only  one  woman  who  had  a  bafket  of  cakes.  Blue- 
fkin  fearched  her,  but  found  no  money  about  her,  and  for 
they  contented  themfelves  with  taking  fome  of  her  cakes ; 
though  even  thefe  the  woman  would  not  tamely  part  with, 
but  vigoroufly  defended  her  property  againft  them  both,  by 
beating  and  Scratching  them  as  long  as  her  strength  would  hold 
out.  Had  a  man  ufed  them  in  that  manner,  they  ihould, 
as  Levee  faid,  have  treated  him  very  fcurviiy  ;  but,  as  it  was- 
a  woman,  they  did  her  no  hurt,  but  retreated  pretty  quietly, 
though  not  without  lofs  of  blood,  and  tlfe  marks  of  her  cou¬ 
rage  in  their  faces. 

They  went  out  three  or  four  times  on  BiacT Heath,  but, 
finding  no  l  ufinTs  there,  they  quitted  that  road  for  another,: 
where  they  expedled  better  fuccefs. 

On  a  Sunday  night  in  the  fame  month  of  October,  they 
met  a  coach  coming  from  Kenfington  Gravel- Pits  towards 
London.  In  this  coach  were  two  young  ladies  and  a  little  Mifs, 
Our  two  adventurers  flopping  the  coach,  ordered  the  coach¬ 
man  and  footmen  to  defeend,  and  go  on  the  other  fide  the 
ditch,  and  then  robbed  the  ladies  of  about  ten  fhillings  in 
money,  two  necklaces,  a  girdle- buckle,  and  a  little  image 
of  a  man.  This  image  the  child  had  for  a  play- thing  :  they 
thought  it  had  been  folid  fiiver,  but  it  proving  to  be  only 
mixed  mettle,  they  fold  it  for  a  trifle  in  NewtonerVLane. 

Levee- 
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Levee  (aid,  they  repented  of  not  fearching  the  coachman 
and  footman,  for  upon  recollection,  when  it  was  too  late, 
thev  had  reafon  to  believe  that  thofe  men  were  not  without 
watches. 

On  the  firft  or  fecond  of  December  laft,  they  robbed  a 
Tingle  g  ntleman  in  a  coach  in  Hampftead  road.  He  had 
no  watch,  but  they  took  about  thirty  (hillings  from  him, 
which  is  all  they  could  find  :  for,  as  for  apparel,  tho’  never  fa 
good,  they  were  men  of  too  much  honour,  as  Levee  laid,  to 
meddle  with  it. 

About  a  week  after  this,  in  the  fame  road,  they  met  a 
butcher  on  horfeback,  and  falling  into  difcourfe  with  him, 
he  faid  he  had  fold  two  lambs.  Thev  told  him  thev  were  Had 

j  '  J  p> 

of  that,  for  they  wanted  money.  The  butcher  made  feme 
refinance,  but  they  overpowered  him,  and  robbed  him  of 
twenty1eight  (hillings,  and  then  took  his  great-coat,  not  for 
the  value  of  the  thing,  for  as  Levee  faid  before,  they  fcorned 
to  rob  men  of  their  cloaths,  but  only  becaufe  the  fellow  was 
faucy,  and  would  not  deliver  at  the  firft  word  of  command;  and 
deed  they  intended  to  ufe  him  very  roughly,  but  that  Levee 
happened  to  fee  a  Jew’s  coach  coming  along,  and  was  appre- 
henfive  that  thofe  that  were  in  it  might  know  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  perfuaded  his  companion  to  make  off. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  in  the  evening.  Levee,  Blake# 
and  Flood,  went  out  on  Harnpftead  road,  and  Levee  being 
before  the  other  two,  met  a  man  on  horfeback,  but  juft  as  he 
laid  hold  of  the  horfe’s  bridle,  his  foot  flipped-  for  they  were 
all  three  on  foot,  and  the  man  rode  away,  Levee  endeavoured 
to  Are  after  him,  intending  to  have  killed  the  horfe,  or  per¬ 
haps  the  man,  but  could  not  make  his  piftol  go  off.  Soon 
after  three  men  came  riding  along  full  fpeed*  It  feems  they 
had  met  the  man  who  had  efcaped  fo  narrowly,  and  heard 
from  him  that  three  footpads  were  upon  the  road,  and  there¬ 
fore,  to  avoid  them,  clapped  fpurs  to  their  horfes.  Levee  and  hb 
two  comrades  thought  it  impracticable  to  flop  them  all  three  5 
and,  if  but  one  efcaped,  he  might  foon  raife  a  hue  and  cry  y 
fo  they  let  them  all  pafs  unmoleftcd.  They  were  fcarce  out 
of  fight  before  Mr.  Young’s  chariot  came  along,  and  was 
robbed  in  the  manner  already  related  in  the  trial.  This  Mr. 
Young  was  the  fame  gentleman  who,  as  we.  have  feen 
above,  was  robbed  in  a  chair  by  Molony,  Garrick,  and 
Cat  rol. 

Levee  faid,  that  when  he  went  into  the  chariot,  and 
rifled  Mr.  Young  and  Colonel  Cope,  they  might  eafliy  have 
taken  him,  for  he  had  no  arm-,  having  given  his  piftol 
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to  Blue-fkin,  who  flood  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hedge.  But  this? 
if  it  was  fo,  was  more  perhaps  than  the  gentleman  knew  5 
and  if  they  had  known  it,  yet  hlood  with  a  piffol  in  his  hand, 
was  holding  one  of  the  horfes,  and  Blake,  who  had  two 
piftols,  was  not  fo  far  oft'  but  he  could  ioon  have  come  to 
their  afiiftance  5  the  gentleman  indeed  might  have  feized 
Levee,  but  having  no  arms,  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  had  any,  they  would  have  run  the  hazard  of  being  mur¬ 
dered. 

But  after  all  this  account  of  Levee’s  does  not  Bern  to  be 
fa£l  :  for  at  the  trial  Mr,  Young  depofed,  that  one  of  the 
footpads  flood,  not  behind  the  hedge,  but  at  the  chariot  door: 
Blake  fwore  that  he  himfelf  was  that  man,  and  that  though  he 
had  two  piffols,  yet  befides  thofe,  Flood  and  Levee  had  each 
of  them  one. 

Levee  declared  too,  that  he  would  have  fent  a  Cornelian 
ring,  which  he  took  from  one  of  the  gentlemen,  to  a  corner- 
jhoufe  in  Bloomfbury-Square,  as  the  gentleman  had  delired, 
but  that  his  companions  would  not  agree  to  it. 

A  little  after  they  had  robbed  this  chariot,  they  met  a  poor 
man  on  horfeback  in  the  fame  road,  and  becaufe  it  was  then 
a  moon-light  night,  they  carried  him  behind  a  hay-cock,  and 
rifted  him,  but  found  no  more  about  him  than  two  {hillings, 
and  fome  half-pence.  Vexed  at  having  taken  fo  much  pains 
to  fo  little  purpofe,  they  were  going  to  bind  him  ;  but  he 
complaining  he  was  very  Tick,  they  not  only  returned  him  his 
money,  but  helped  him  again  upon  his  horie,  and  led  him  into 
the  road. 

One  night  Levee  ventured  out  bv  himfelf,  and  took  28  s. 
from  a  gentleman  in  a  coach,  betwixt  the  turnpike  and  Ty¬ 
burn. 

*rr 

In  April  laft,  he,  and  John  Cafey,  and  Arthur  Hughes, 
picked  a  quarrel  with  Michael  Honey  bourn,  in  a  fkittle- 
ground  at  Pimlico,  and  robbed  him  of.  his  watch,  for 
which  Cafey  and  Hughes  were  hanged. 

Befides  thefe  robberies  Levee  confefTed  he  had  committed  a 
great  many  more,  the  particulars  of  which  he  could  not  re¬ 
member  ;  that  he  fometimes  robbed  alone,  but  oftener  in 
company  with  Blake,  Flood,  Oakey,  and  others. 

He  faid,  however,  that  he  never  ufed  any  man  cruelly, 
except  Simeon  Betts,  whofe  eye  was  by  him  ftruek  out  with 
a  piftol.  A  man  who  could  be  capable  of  fuch  a  barbarity 
muff  certainly  be  of  a  very  favage  difpofition,  notwithttand- 
ing  his  pretending  to  lenity  in  other  cafes. 
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He  enfeavoured  to  extenuate  the  villainy  of  this  adfion, 
bv  affirming  that  Betts  had  raffily  llruck  him  with  an  oakeqi 

ilrcrk. - Perhaps  it  was  not  prudent  for  Betts  to  re- 

fift  in  ffich  a  manner,  when  he  found  himfelf  in  the  power 
of  three  rogues  ;  but  he  had  certainly  a  right  to  do  it,  and 
his  behaviour  on  that  occafpn  can  be  no  excufe  for  Levee's 
brutality. 

/t  the  Place  of  Execution. 

ce  After  he  had  evinced  a  ffrange  anger  and  paffion,  that 
his  hands  muff  be  tied  like  the  others,  and  that  his  cap  muff 
be  pulled  over  his  face,  he  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
fate  with  the  reft.” 

Richard  Oakey  was  born  in  London,  and  put  apprentice  to 
ataylor;  but  before  he  had  ferved  two  years  of  his  time,  he 
became  acquainted  with  two  c  r  thi  ee  young  thieves,  and  grew  fo 
fond  cf  their  company,  that  in  a  few  months  he  renounced  the 
thimble  entirely,  and  entered  himfelf  a  memberjof  their  fociety* 
They  commonly  went  together,  and  tor  feveral  years  applied 
themfelves  to  one  branch  of  bufinefs,  which  was  that  of 
cutting,  or  pulling  off  women’s  pockets  in  the  night,  and 
a  little  pra&ice  made  them  very  dexterous.  A  woman  could 
hardly  guefs  at  their  defign  before  her  pocket  was  gone,  for 
one  of  them  would  fuddenly  take  up  her  upper  petticoat,  and 
another  trip  up  her  heels  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  then,  as  they 
were  commonly  pretty  v/ell  dreffed,  they  feldom  run  for  it, 
but  only  ftepped  over  the  way,  and  walked  on  a  moderate 
pace,  as  if  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  by  which  ma¬ 
nagement  they  were  feldom  fufpedfted. 

In  this  manner,  Oakey  faid,  he  believed  he  had  been 
concerned  in  robbing  a  hundred  women,  though  he  was  then 
but  a  boy. 

In  due  time  the  gallows  deprived  him  of  thofe  companions: 
but  it  wTas  not  long  before  he  got  another,  who  was  a  com¬ 
mon  night-walker :  and  though,  when  with  her,  he  followed 
the  fame  bufinefs  as  formerly  ;  yet  he  took  a  different  me¬ 
thod  of'  performing  it :  for  this  Maux  would  ffumble  againff 
the  woman  he  defigned  to  rob,  or  if  a  coach  was  paffing  by, 
come  behind  her,  catch  faft  hold  of  both  her  arms,  and  cry 
out,  Lord  !  have  a  care  Madam  !  the  coach  will  run  over  ye  ! 
and  he  at  the  fame  time  would  cut  off  her  pocket. 

But  this  courfe  continued  not  long  ;  for  Oakey’s  new  partner 
pnluckily  giving  a  modifh  dift^mper  to  one  of  her  bullies, 
it  enraged  him  fo,  that  meeting  with  her  again  at  the 

houfe. 
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houfe  file  belonged  to,  he  beat  her  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  fhe  died  of  the  bruifcs.  An  out-cry  of  murder  was  fo 
frequently  heard  in  that  houfe,  that  the  diflurbance  on  this 
occafion  was  little  regarded  by  the  neighbours  :  and  the  people 
of  the  houfe,  for  fear  of  coming  into  trouble  themfelves, 
concealed  her  death,  and  buried  her  privately  ;  fo  that  none 
of  her  relations  ever  knew  what  became  of  her. 

Oakey  being  once  more  left  without  a  companion,  was 
refolved  to  try  his  fortune  himfelf,  He  ftill  kept  to  his  oc¬ 
cupation  of  fnatch  ng  pockets,  in  which  his  long  experience 
had  made  him  a  great  proficient :  and  indeed  confldering  he 
had  none  to  affift  him,  there  were  but  few  dealers  in  the  fame 
way,  that  met  with  equal  fuccefs. 

Rut  having  thus  proceeded  for  two  or  three  months,  he 
fell  into  company  with  a  couple  of  houfe-breakers,  who  per-, 
fuaded  him  that  their  branch  of  bufmefs  was  more  profitable 
than  his.  Here  fays  one  of  them,  whofe  name  is  Harvey, 
you  go  upon  a  queer  lay  *  in  the  open  ftreets,  while  people  are 
pafling  to  and  fro,  for  the  fake  of  a  loufy  pocket,  in  which 
you  hardly  ever  find  any  thing  but  a  key  and  a  thimble,  or 
perhaps  two  or  three  penny-worth  of  half-pence  ;  but  we 
fi u m  a  ken  when  all  is  boman  f,  and  get  more  in  one  night, 
than  you  do  in  a  month. 

Oakey  could  not  refill  the  force  of  fuch  a  convincing  ar¬ 
gument,  but  immediately  entered  into  partnerihip  with  his 
new  acquaintance.  They  fucceeded  in  their  hrfl  attempt, 
which  encouraged  Oakey  to  go  upon  a  fecond,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  they  broke  open  a.  houfe  near  the  Mint,  in  Southwark, 
and  Hole  feveral  pieces  of  callimanco,  to  the  value  of  22  1. 

But  Oakey  happened  to  be  taken,  and  loving  nobody  fo  well 
as  himfelf,  impeached  his  two  comrades.  They  were  foon 
apprehended,  and  at  Kingffon  affizes  were  tried  and  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted  on  Oakey ’s  evidence.  Harvey  was  executed, 
but  the  other  obtained  a  reprieve  for  tranfportation. 

This  was  fuch  a  difcouragement  to  Oakey,  that  he  for- 
fwore  houfe-breaking,  and  returned  to  flreet-robbing ;  but 
did  not  confine  himfelf  as  formerly  to  the  tingle  article  of  -* 
{hatching  pockets  ,  for  taking  in  one  who  was  known  by  the 
name  of  Will  the  failor,  to  be  his  affiflant,  they  ventured 
upon  robbing  men  as  &e!l  as  women.  Will  wore  a  very 
long  fword  :  it  was  his  part  when  they  met  a  gentleman  alone 
to  pick  a  quarrel  with  him,  and  while  they  were  engaged, 

*  A  dang?-mK  adventure. 

f  Brtik.  a  houfe  when  all  is  fafe, 
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it  was  Oakey’s  bufinefs  to  run  away  with  the  gentleman’s  hat 
and  wig. 

CP 

Some  difference  arifmg  between  Oakey  and  Will,  they 
parted,  and  Oakey  feii  in  with  Reading,  Haws,  Milkfop, 
Lincoln  and  Wilkinfon,  all  of  whom  have  fince  been  executed. 
He  was  concerned  with  them  in  about  twenty  robberies, 
though  ar  his  firft  admittance,  Nat.  Haws  told  him,  he  was  a 
fize  too  little  for  a  hero,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  to  clean  pif- 
tols,  and  fell  the  goods  they  Hole. 

In  Sept,  laid,  he  was  indicted  with  Wilkinfon,  for  robbing 
William  Graham  on  the  high- way,  Wilkinfon  pleaded  guilty; 
but  the  profecutor  fwearing  that  he  knew  nothing  more  of 
Oakey  than  what  Wilkinfon  had  informed  him  of,  Oakey  was 
acquitted. 

As,  after  his  condemnation,  he  had  no  hopes  of  avoiding 
the  "gallows,  he  appli  d  himfelf  clofely  to  a  preparation  Or 
death.  He  never  negle&ed  coming  to  prayers  in  the  chapel, 
and  would  likewife  rife  three  or  four  times  in  a  night  with  the 
other  prifoners  to  pray  and  fing  pfalms. 

When  he  came  to  Tyburn,  he  faid  that  nothing  gave  him 
fo  great  a  concern,  as  that,  when,  about  eight  months  ago, 
he  robbed  a  woman  of  a  pocket.  In  which  he  found  16  or  17 
guineas,  a  coral,  two  gold  rings,  and  a  will,  with  feme 
other  papers  of  confequence  ;  he  burnt  the  will  and  thore  pa- 
pers,  by  which  villainous  aHion,  he  feared,  the  woman 
would  be  a  very  great  fufferer. 

4C  Matthew  Flood,  fays  the  Ordinary,  was  born  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Paul’s,  Shadwell,  of  honefl  and  reputable  pa¬ 
rents,  and  was  put  apprentice  to  a  lighterman,  but  his  mailer 
agreed  to  his  going  from  him  fome  time  ago.  He  had  been  but 
about  three  months  on  the  high-way  with  Blake,  Levee,  &c. 
but  acknowledged  he  juftly  deferyed  death,  if  the  pardon  he 
expe£ted  did  not  arrive.  He  appeared  very  ferious  and 
thoughtful  fetting  about  his  duty,  and  re  eiving  the  fa- 
crament  with  a  particular  concern  the  morning  before  he  fuf- 
fered. 

45  At  the  place  of  execution  he  faid,  he  intended  to  have 
fpoken  to  the  people  concerning  one  James  Reps,  convicted 
of  Healing  fome  malt  by  his  own  confeilipn,  his  mark 
being  fet  to  it,  his  confeflion  being  taken  in  writing,  but 
Flood  finding  he  had  not  fpirits  to  fpeak,  he  begged  earndlly 
that  I  would  take  notice  of  if  ;  for  that  he  and  one  who  is 
tranfported  took  the  four  quarters  of  malt  from  a  barge  near 
4  U  Temple- 
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I  ernple  Stairs,  and  fold  it  to  a  man  who  keeps  an  alehoufer 
over  again  ft  Chelfea  College. 

Thefe  three  criminals  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday 
Feb.  8,  1722-3.  Levee  then  being;  twenty-five  years  o' 
Oakey  about  the  fame  age,  and  Flood  about  thirty. 


WILLIAM  BURK,  for  Robberies,  Feb.  1722-3. 

I  L  L  I  A  M  BUR  K,  of  St.  Dunftan’s,  Stepney* 
was  indidled  for  aflaulting  William  Fitzcr,  in  an  open 
field  near  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  jacket,  value  20s..  a  tobacco-box,  and  a  knife  and4 
fork,  Feb.  11. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indited  for  aflaulting  James- Weft- 
wood,  in  an  open  place  near  the  highway,  putting  him  in 
fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  coat,  value  8s.  a  rule  value  is* 
and  ios.  in  money,  Feb.  9. 

♦ 

Firft  1  mild  merit. 

J'Vtlham  Fitzer.  On  Monday  Feb.  1 1 ,  I  had  been  at  Mile 
Bnd,  and  flopped  at  Stepney  to  drink  a  pint  of  beer.  I  went 
from  thence  between  feven  and  eight  at  night,  and  in  the  firft 
held,  near  the  back-lane,  I  met  the  prifoner  with  a  great 
hedge-bill  in  his  hand  ;  he  cut  me  in  the  head  with  the  bill, 
2nd  faid,  that  I  was  the  man  he  wanted,  and  he  muft  have 
my  jacket.  He  flood  over  me  with  the  hill  in  his  hand,  while 
I  pulled  my  jacket  oft’,  and  then  he  topic  it  from  me,  and 
Fid  me  be  gone,  and  not  (peak  a  word,  for  he  had  ftve 
accomplices  in  the  fields  ;  and  if  I  made  a  noi-fe,  I  was  a 
dead  hdan.  So  I  left  him,  and  on  the  Wednefday  following 
I  heard  he  was  taken,  and  that  the  conftable  had  found  my 
knife  and  fork  upon  him, — and  here  they  be. — The  prifoner 
took  thefe  and  my  tobacco  box  along  with  my  jacket. 

Robert  Andrews .  My  father,  John  Andrews,  and  I,  hav¬ 
ing  been  at  work  at  Mr.  Langerwood’s,  the  Rope  maker, 
were  going  home  on  Wednefday  the  13th  of  Feb.  between 
feven  and  eight  at  night ;  and,  in  the  fecond  held  next  to  the 
back-lme,  near  the  halfway-houfe,  the  prifoner  came  up  to 
tis  with  a  hedge-bill  in  his  hand,  {wearing  and  damning,  and 
bidding  us  ftand  :  and,  without  any  more  to  do,  he  chopped 

\  my 
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my  father  down  with  the  hedge-bill :  I  thought  my  father  had 
Been  murdered,  and  catching  up  his  Rick,  I  made  at  the  pri¬ 
soner.  He  flruck  me  feveral  times,  and  gave  me  a  wound  in 
my  arm;  but  at  laft  I  clofed  in  with  him,  forced  him  up  a- 
gainft  a  bank,  over-powered  him,  and  took  the  hedge- bid 
from  him.  My  father  getting  up,  and  a  young  man  coming 
by  at  the  fame  time,  and  a  {Tiding  us,  we  fecured  the  prifoner, 
and  carried  him  to  a  condable. 

This  evidence  was  confirmed  by  John  Andrews  the  father. 

‘Jeremiah  Perkins .  It  was  I  that  affided  the  two  lad  wit- 
neffes  in  taking  the  prifoner  ;  and  I  faw  the  condable  take 
this  knife  and  fork  out  of  his  pocket,  which  the  profecutor 
has  fworn  to. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death . 

The  fecond  Indictment.  , 

James  JVeJlwood.  As  I  was  going  home  from  work,  on 
Saturday  night  the  9th  of  Feb.  about  fe^en  o’clock  I  was  met 
bv  the  prifoner,  with  a  hedging-bill  in  his  band,  he  caught 
me  fad  by  the  collar,  and,  holding  the  bill  over  my  head  with 
one  hand,  he  put  bis  other  hand  into  my  pocket,  took  out 
ios.  and  afked  me,  if  that  was  all  I  had?  I  faid,  yes.  Then 
he  bid  me  pull  off  my  frock,  for,  he  faid,  he  mud  have  that 
too ;  and,  while  I  was  dripping,  he  held  his  bill  over  me,  and 
hurried  me  fo,  that  I  was  afraid  he  would  have  cut  me  down 
before  I  could  get  it  off.  I  told  him  I  was  but  a  poor  man, 
and  it  was  hard  to  take  my  frock  too.  Fie  faid,  he  knew 
me,  and  it  would  be  bed  for  me  to  go  away  quietly  ;  for  if 
I  made  any  dir,  or  dared  fo  much  as  once  to  look  back,  he 
had  five  accomplices  in  the  field,  and  I  would  certainly 

be  a  dead  man. - After  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  I 

went  to  him,  and  defired  him  to  let  me  have  my  frock  a- 
gain.  He  told  me,  that  he  could  not  let  me  have  it  then, 
but  if  I  would  come  another  day,  he  did  not  know  what  he 
might  do. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

.  An  Account  of  William  Burk. 

William  Burk  was  brought  up  at  the  charity-fchool  in  St. 
.Catherine’s,  near  the  Tower;  for  his  parents  were  fo  poor 
that  they  could  not  pay  for  his  education.  The  natural  per- 
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verfenefs  of  his  temper  was  confiderably  improved  by  the 
foolifti  fondnefs  of  his  mother,  who  humoured  him  in  every 
thing  that  lay  in  her  power.  So  much  indulgence  at  home, 
made  him  think  the  difcipline  of  the  fchool  an  intolerable  feve- 
rity  ;  and,  indeed  his  untowardly  difpofition  made  it  neceffary 
for  his  mailer  to  treat  hi  n  lefs  favourably  than  the  reft  of  the 
boys.  However,  with  much  ado,  he  continued  going  to  this 
fchool  till  he  was  eleven  years  old  ;  but,  then  having  played 
fotne  uncommon  pranks,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  a 
more  than  ufual  corredlion,  he  refolved  to  run  away  at  all 
events.  And,  accordingly  next  morning,  inftead  of  going 
to  fchool,  he  went  to  the  water-nde,  to  try  if  he  could  get 
a  place  on  board  home  (hip.  At  laft  he  met  with  a  man  who 
conducted  him  to  captain  Hofier  ;  a  bargain  was  foon  made, 
and  Will,  was  immediately  carried  down  to  the  More,  ani 
put  on  board  the  Snlifbury  man  of  war. 

His  mother  was  half  diftradied  for  the  lofs  of  her  fon  ;  hut 
hearing  where  he  was,  (lie  followed  him,  and  ufed  her  utmoft 
endeavours  to  bring  him  away  ;  but  Will,  was  inexorable, 
and  fwore  he  would  never  go  back  with  her. 

In  about  a  fortnight  they  failed  for  Jamaica  ;  and  by  the 
way,  (it  being  in  the  latter  part  of  queen  Arm’s  wars)  they 
took  two  Spanifh  galleons.  The  fir  ft  engagement  was  long 
and  bloody;  and  as  Will,  was  forced  to  huftle  about  in  the 
miuft  of  it,  he  received  forne  hurt ;  but  not  fo  much  as  to  dif¬ 
able  him.  The  other  victory  was  gained  more  eafily  ;  for,  tho? 
the  galleon  carried  74  brafs  guns,  and  650  men,  the  Salilbury, 
which  was  hut  a  60  gun  fliip,  took  her  without  the  lofs  of 
pne  man.  There  was  a  woman  indeed  (and  the  only  one  they 
had  on  board)  who  would  needs  peep  out  to  fee  the  fight  ; 
but  her  curiofity  coft  her  dear;  for  a  chain-fhet  immedh 
ately  took  off  her  head  and  Ihouiders.  The  common  Tailors 
had  1 5I.  a-piece  for  their  (hares  of  the  prize-money;  but  a~ 
rnong  the  officers,  the  dividend  was  fo  conftderable,  that  they 
had  no  occ  alien  to  go  to  fea  again - 

Burk  continued  three  years  in  the  Weft-Indies,  in  which 
time,  as  he  was  a  very  diligent  youth,  he  took  all  opportu¬ 
nities  of  pilfering  any  mini  that  came  in  his  way,  if  it  was 
not  too  heavy  for  him.  This,  of  all  employments,  was  what 
he  moil  delighted  in  ;  for  he  would  bellow  more  pains  to  (leal 
wha  was  not  worth  2d.  than  was  neceffary  to  earn  a  (hilling 
honeftly. 

There  was  a  woman  in  Jamaica  who  kept  a  tavern  :  fhe 
had  been  tranfported  from  Newgate  feveral  years  before  ;  but 
Was  now  grown  rich  by  marrying  a  planter,  who  foon  left 
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jacr  a  widow  ;  fhe  wanted  a  white  fervant,  and  prevailed  with 
the  captain  to  let  Will,  be  with  her.,  to  wait  upon  her  cuftom- 
ers,  during  the  time  he  {laid  in  Jamaica. 

Thieving  excepted,  there  was  no  bufinefs  rpore  agreeable  to 
Burk  than  this,  and  he  might  have  continued  in  it  a  confiderable 
time,  if  he  could  but  have  been  honeft  ;  but  that  was  too  hard 
a  tafk  for  him  ;  he  could  not  forbear  finking  the  cole  upon 
bis  miff  refs ;  out,  as  file  was  a  knowing  woman,  fhe  foon  de¬ 
tected  him.  1  his  was  the  firft  time  he  had  been  caught  in 
his  roguery,  and,  being  terribly  afraid  of  a  fevere  punifhment, 
he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  her  to  forgive  him,  and  not 
to  acquaint  his  captain  with  it.  She  (who  had  often  been  in 
the  like  cafe  herfelf)  knew  not  bow  to  deny  bis  requeft  ;  but, 
as  her  own  experience  had  taught  her,  that  promifes  of  re¬ 
formation  are  but  little  to  be  depended  on,  fhe  could  not  truffc 
him  in  her  houfe  any  longer. 

But  however,  Burk  upon  this  efcape  began  to  think  of  liv¬ 
ing  honeffly,  and,  (hipping  himfelf  on  board  a  merchant-man, 
made  a  voyage  to  Maryland.  A  merchant  there,  who  had  a 
large  plantation,  and  befides  kept  a  ftorehoufeof  Engiifh  goods, 
offered  to  take  him  for  a  fervant,  and  give  him  twelve  pounds 
a  year  ;  but  the  captain  would  not  confent  to  ir. 

His  next  voyage  was  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  ;  and  in  this 
he  went  through  great  dangers  and  hardships  ;  feverai  of  his 
{hip-mates  were  decoyed  away,  and  murdered  by 'the  natives, 
and  he  himfelf  efcaped  but  narrowly.  In  returning  home¬ 
ward.  their  ihip  was  much  damaged  by  ffrefs  of  weather  ;  fo 
that  they  were  near  five  months  in  performing  a  voyage  which 
otherwife  they  expe&ed  to  have  made  in  two.  In  the  mean 
time  they  were  almoff  famifhed  with  hunger;  for  their  pror 
vifions  were  fo  near  expended,  that  each  man  would  eat  at  a 
mouthful,  all  that  was  allowed  him  for  forty-eight  hours. 
Thus  they  fared  till  nothing  was  left  but  a  fmall  quantity  of 
flour,  part  of  which,  once  in  four  days,  was  made  into  a 
kind  »of  haffy-pudding,  and  divided  in  morfels  among  the 
Blip’s  crew.  And  once  or  twice,  before  they  arrived  at  Briftol, 
they  were  forced  to  faff  five  days  together. 

But  notwithftanding  this  ill  fuccefs,  Burk  ventured  upon 
another  voyage  in  the^Guinea  trade.  They  had  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  negroes  on  board.  Thefe,  refolving  to  druggie  for 
that  liberty,  which  no  man  had  a  right  to  take  from  them, 
formed  a  confpiracy  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  the  fhip  5 
but  being  betrayed  by  one  of  their  own  nation,  their  defign 
mifearried  ;  though  it  was  not  without  much  difficulty  that 
the  Lngliih  over-powered  them. 
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Burk  returning  again  to  England,  entered  himfelf  in  the 
Worceiler  man  of  war,  and  failed  up  the  BaltHk,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Archangel.,  in  the  north  of  Ruflia,  In  thefe  voyag  s 
he  RfFered  much  by  the  extremity  of  the  cold,  and  by  many 
other  hardihips,  which  he  was  forced  to  endure,  before  he 
landed  again  in  his  native  country. 

Being  now  quite  weary  of  a  fea-faring  life,  and  unwilling 
to  work  on  fhore,  he  applied  himfelf  to  robbing  paflengers  in 
or  near  Stepney  fields:  but  if  what  he  faid  of  himfelf  may  be 
credited,  he  did  not  continue  long  in  this  courfe  \  for,  in  com¬ 
mitting  the  fourth  fa£t,  he  was  apprehended. 

As  the  time  of  his  death  drew  near,  he  feemed  more  and 
more  earned:  in  his  devotions ;  but  complained  that  certain 
perfons  had  endeavoured  to  perfuacle  him  he  fhould  be  re¬ 
prieved,  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  his  welfare,  had 
he  given  credit  to  them.  < 

Being  told  of  the  cruelty  of  his  heart,  that  could  induce 
him  to  dafh  out  any  man's  brains,  and  fend  him  into  another 
world,  unready  and  unprepared,  he  leveral  times  cried  in  a 
lamentable  manner,  faying,  if  there  was  any  mercy  in  ffore 
for  him,  it  muff  proceed  from  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chriif,  his 
faviour  and  redeemer. 

The  fpeech  of  the  malefa£for,  at  the  place  of  execution* 

was  as  follows,  viz. 

Good  People , 

|  WAS  never  concerned  but  in  four  robberies,  which  chief 

inducement  was  forced  from  me,  for  the  anxious  concern 
which  I  bore  to  my  wife,  I  define  all  young  men  to  take 
Warning  by  me,  and  not  be  concerned  in  women’s  company, 
it  being  the  entire  ruin  of  me  ;  which,  had  I  took  the  advice 
of  my  loving  wife,  I  had  not  relapfed  to  this  unhappy  end  : 
therefore  I  defire  that  my  unhappy  misfortunes  may  be  an 
entire  fatisfaciion  to  the  world,  and  not  be  their  total  over¬ 
throw. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  April  8,  in  the 
2 2d.  year  of  his  age. 


It 
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It  appears  from  the  following  Trial?  that  Swindling  has  teen 
long  praftifed ,  tho ’  under  a  different  Appellation :  Marma¬ 
duke  Davenport?  Efq\  ivas  equal  in  genius  to  our  modern 
Swind  ers.  , 

ALEXANDER  DAY,  alias  MARMADUKE 
DAVENPORT,  Efq;  for  Felony  and  Frauds, 
April,  1723. 

A  LEX  A’N  D  E  R  DAY,  alias  Marmaduke  Daven¬ 
port,  Efq;  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  was  indicted  for 
Pealing  a  parcel  of  gold  and  filver  lace,  value  55I.  the  pro¬ 
party  of  Thomas  Graveftock,  on  the  24th  of  Sept.  1722. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidted  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in  de¬ 
frauding  the  faid  Thomas  Graveftock  of  the  faid  lace. 

Mr.  Gravejluck .  On  the  24th  of  September  laff,  the  pri- 
foner  came  to  my  (hop  in  a  very  handfome  mourning  chariot, 
with  a  footman  behind  it,  and  faid  he  wanted  a  fort  of  lace 
called  Spanifh  point,  for  trimming  for  a  fuit  of  clothes  ;  but 
that  being  a  fort  of  lace  we  don’t  ufually  keep  by  us,  becaufe 
we  have  no  great  demand  for  it,  I  was  to  get  fome  made  for 
him.  However,  he  faid,  he  wanted  fome  for  prefent  ufe, 
and  looking  over  a  confiderable  quantity, -he  at  laft  fixed  up¬ 
on  the  parcel  in  the  indictment  ;  we  agreed  upon  the  price : 
the  parcel  came  to  55I.  and  was  carried  to  his  houfe  in 
Queen’s-Square,  in  Southwark,  where  he  went  by  the  name 
and  title  of  Marmaduke  Davenport,  Efq;  This  being  deli¬ 
vered,  he  faid  he  wanted  a  great  deal  more,  as  much  as  would 
trim  five  liveries ;  but  he  could  not  tell  the  quantity,  till 
he  had  confulted  his  taylor,  therefore  I  was  to  call  again 
at  his  lodgings  in  two  or  three  days,  and  accordingly  I  went 
on  the  27th.  As  I  was  going  along,  I  faw  the  prifoner  talk¬ 
ing  very  familiarly  with  Mr.  Hinchliff,  a  mercer.  I  went  on 
to  the  prifoner’s  lodgings,  and  he  came  thither  foon  after  me. 
Among  other  difcourfe,  he  talked  of  gold  equipages,  and 
(hewed  me  one,  which  he  faid,  he  was  to  make  a  prefent  of 

to  a  lady. - He  opened  a  drawer,  and  pulled  out  a  paper, 

which  had  filver  lace  and  filver  fhoulder  knots  in  it.  The 
quantity  was  fo  large,  that  the  liveries  would  have  been  as 
rich  as  the  duke  of  NewcaOIe’s.  I  was  to  furnifh  him  with 
what  more  lace  he  wanted,  and  then  to  bring  in  my  bill  and 
be  paid  ;  but  next  day  he  was  gone  off. 

Mr.  M.  rkham.  The  prifoner  came  to  my  (hop,  and  fixed 

upon 
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upon  a  handfome  gold  equipage  for  a  lady?  value  50  1.  which 
he  defired  me  to  carry  to  his  lodgings.  I  went  with  it  my  felt? 
and  found  him  at  home  ;  he  invited  me  to  drink  a  difh  of  tea, 
which  1  did  not  refufe.  At  the  tea-table  he  told  me,  that  he 
wanted  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  and  feveral  other  things,  and 
among  the  red,  a  gold  chain  for  his  fquirrel  ;  and  that  as  loon 
as  I  had  furnifhed  him  with  all  he  had  (poke  for,  he  would  pay 
me  for  the  whole.  The  fquirrel  had  then  got  a  filver  chain 
on  ;  my  curiohty  led  me  to  look  upon  his  collar,  and  I  was  not 
a  little  furprifed  to  find  that  it  was  one  I  had  fold  a  lady  about 
fix  months  before.  This  gave  me  a  little  fufpicion  of  my 
Tquire,  and  made  me  refolve  to  examine  into  his  character 
before  I  t ruffed  him  any  farther.  I  went  'directly  to  the  lady 
that  had  bought  the  collar  of  me,  and  enquired  the  character 
of  Marmaduke  Davenport,  Efq;  fhe  allured  me,  fhe  could 
not  recollect  that  fne  knew  any  fuch  perfon.  Not  know  him. 
Madam  !  fays  I,  that’s  very  flrange  indeed  !  why.  Madam,  I 
have  feen  at  his  lodgings  the  collar  of  a  fquirrel,  which  1  fold 
your  iadvfhip  half  a  year  ago.  And  then,  giving  her  the  belt 
defeription  I  could  of  the  prifoner’s  perfon,  fhe  faid — Now  I 
know  who  you  mean  !  His  name  is  not  Marmaduke  Daven¬ 
port,  but  Alexander  D ay,  and  he  is  one  of  the  greateff  bites 
and  {harpers  about  town.  This  was  enough  for  me,  I  pre- 
fently  employed  officers  who  ar refled  hi  r5  and  fo  very  luckily 
recovered  my  gold  equipage. 

Rah b  Greathead .  The  prifoner’s  man  came  to  me,  and 
enquired  for  a  pair  of  good  ccach-horfes.  I  fhevyed  him  a 
^pair.  He  went  and  brought  his  mailer  (the  prisoner)  to  fee 
them.  The  mailer  liked  them  very  well,  and  afked  me  the 
price,  which  I  told  him,  and  he  faid,  it  was  reafonable  enough. 
Then  he  defired  me  to  furniih  him  with  a  good  coachman  ; 
for  he  had  left  his  old  coachman  at  his  country  feat,  but  be 
would  have  a  lufly  man,  that  the  old  coachman’s  livery  might 
fit.  I  accordingly  procured  him  a  lufly  coachman  ;  but  the 
livery  being  tried  upon  him,  was  rather  too  little.  The  Tquire 
paufed  a  while,  and  then  faid,  Weil,  i’ll  e’en  fend  for  my 
own  coachman  out  of  the  country.  But  his  man  Lewis  alluring 
him,  that  the  livery  might  be  let  out  for  a  firs  ad  charge,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  thirig  was  done  :  and,  having 
procured  a  chariot,  he  took  the  coachman  and  horfes  into  his 
fervjce. 

I  was  indeed  a  little  doubtful  of  my  Tquire  ;  but  I  thought 
I  fhould  foon  learn  fomething  of  him,  by  means  of  the  coach¬ 
man,  who  was  a  very  honed  fellow  ;  and,  accordingly,  the 
fird  night  after  ire  had  been  out  with  the  coach,  I  afked  him 

to 
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to  what  places  he  drove  his  matter?  He  told  me  the  firft 
place  he  drove  to  was  the  duke  of  Montague’s,  the  next  to 
Mr.  Law’s  in  Hanover-fquare,  and  from  thence  to  a  coffee- 
houfe  in  Covent-Garden.  This  I  thought  pretty  well,  and  I 
was  fatisfied  :  but,  after  the  fquire  had  had  the  horfes  about 
nine  days,  he  ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  to  a  tavern  in  Red- 
Lion-fquare  ;  he  alighted  at  the  door,  went  in,  and  called  for 
half  a  pint  of  mountain,  which  he  drank  at  the  bar,  and  then 
told  the  bar-keeper,  that  fome  gentlemen  had  appointed 
to  fup  there  that  night ;  but  as  none  of  them  were  yet 
come,  he  would  ftep  a  little  way,  and  be  back  again  in 
two  or  three  minutes  ;  and  fo,  without  paying  for  the  wine, 
he  went  out  at  the  back  door,  and  they  heard  no  more  of 
him  till  he  was  apprehended.  The  coachman  having  waited 
till  he  was  quite  out  of  patience,  drove  home  to  my  houfe,  and 
told  me  how  he  had  lott  his  matter.  When  he  had  made  an  end 
of  his  ttory,  I  was  well  enough  pleafed  with  having  my  horfes 
again.  And  the  chariot  was  foon  after  claimed  by  the  right 
owner. 

Alexander  Day  was  a  third  time  indidled  for  a  mifdemeanor, 
in  defrauding  Samuel  Scrimpfliaw  of  72  ells  of  Holland,  and 
feveral  pieces  of  cambrick,  value  48  1.  Dec.  28. 

Mr.  Scrimpjhaw.  The  prifoner  came  to  my  fhop  in  his 
chariot,  with  a  footman  behind  it,  and  bought  the  goods  in 
the  name  of  Marmaduke  Davenport,  Efq;  He  was  to  have 
another  parcel  the  next  day,  and  then  I  was  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole — but  when  the  next  day  came,  the  fquire  was  not  to  he 
found. 

He  was  a  fourth  time  indi&ed  for  defrauding  George  Kend¬ 
rick  of  251b.  of  Congo,  and  other  tea,  to  the  value  of  26  L 

Mr.  ~ Kendrick .  The  prifoner’s  man  came  to  me  for  famples 
of  tea,  and  afterwards  brought  orders  for  25  lb.  of  Congo  and 
other  tea-  1  put  up  the  goods,  and  carried  them  to  his  lodg¬ 
ings.  The  fquire  was  at  home,  and  fpoke  to  me  for  a  parcel 
of  another  fort  of  tea,  and  faid,  as  foon  as  I  fent  it  in,  he 
would  order  his  fteward  to  pay  me  for  both  \  but,  before  the 
fecond  parcel  was  fent,  the  fquire  had  removed  his  lodgings, 
and  I  could  neither  find  him  nor  his  fteward  to  pay  me  for  the 
£rft. 

He  was  a  fifth  time  indiefted  for  ftealing  23  yards  and  a  half 
of  rich  brocade,  value  26 1.  15  yards  of  cherry  powdered 

padufoy,  and  15  yards  of  white  padufoy,  value  81.  the  goods 
of  -  HinchlifFe  and  company,  September  28. 

He  was  a  fixth  time  indi&ed  for  defrauding  Mr.  HinchlifFe 
and  company  of  the  faid  goods. 

5  X  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hincbliffe.  I  was  not  at  home  when  the  prifoner  cat- 
led  at  my  fhop  ;  but,  I  heard  as  foon  as  I  came  in,  that  one 
Marmaduke  Davenport,  Efq;  had  been  there  in  his  chariot,, 
and  left  Word  for  me  to  come  to  his  lodgings  in  Queen’s-fquare. 
I  went  to  the  place,  and  found  a  chariot  {landing  at  the  door. 
A  fervant  went  in  to  tell  the  fquire  of  my  coming,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  had  a  little  talk  with  the  fquire’s  landlady, 
and  (lie  told  me,  that  he  was  a  Yorkfhire  gentleman.  The 
footman  then  returning  introduced  me  to  his  mailer ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  fome  difeourfe  about  a  pack:  of  dogs,  and  other  affairs  of 
little  importance,  we  came  to  the  grand  bufmefs.  He  let  me 
know  that  he  wanted  a  confiderable  quantity  of'  fuch  and  fuch 
rich  filks,  and  defired  me  to  fend  him  feveral  pieces,  that  he 
might  fee  which  he  liked  befh  But,  upon  my  telling  him,  ire 
might  much  better  pleafe  himfelf  at  my  fhop,  where  I  had  a 
great  variety,  than  by  having  a  few  pieces  fent  to  his  lodgings  y 
he  agreed  to  go,  and  fo  took  me  with  him  in  his  chariot. 

As  we  went  along  he  talked  much  of  his  father.  Sir  Mar¬ 
maduke,  and  feveral  perfons  of  diftindlion  ;  he  faid  he  was 
about  to  marry  one  of  counfellor  Ward’s  daughters,  and  was 
therefore  going  to  furnifh  a  houfe  in  town,  for  which  he  fhould 
want  a  large  quantity  of  mercery  goods. 

Being  come  to  my  fhop,  he  looked  upon  a  parcel  of  rich 
damafks  for  bedding  and  hangings,  to  the  value  of  near  1000  1. 
I  told  him,  that  the  ladies  were  generally  thought  to  be  mofl 
fkilful  in  chufing  fuch  things,  and  alked  him  if  he  had  no  lady 
of  his  acquaintance  to  afiift  him  ?  He  faid.  Yes,  there  was  his 
kinfwoman,  my  lady  Davenport,  and  if  I  would  fend  the 
filks  to  his  lodgings,  he  would  prevail  with  her  to  come  thither 

and  view  them. - —However,  he  fixed  upon  a  rich  piece  of 

brocade,  and  two  pieces  of  padufoy,  (t'Le  goods  mentioned  in 
the  indictment)  and  took  them  away  with  him'  in  his  chariot. 

But,  I  was  willing  to  have  a  little  fatisfaclion  concerning 
my  fquire,  before  I  truffed  him  with  fo  large  a  parcel'  as  he  had 
looked  out  ;  and  therefore,  fending  a  fervant  to  excufe  my 
delay  in  obferving  his  orders,  I  made  enquiry  at  counfellor 
Ward’s,  and  was  informed,  that  the  counfellor  had  no  daugh¬ 
ter  going  to  be  married  ;  but,  indeed,  he  had  one  daughter  who 
was  already  married  to  one  Mr.  Davenport.  This  account 
prevented  my  fending  the  reil  of  the  goods,  and,  going  to  look 
after  my  fquire  about  the  nrfl  parcel,  he  had  made  an  elope¬ 
ment,  and  I  could  hear  no  more  of  him,  till  he  was  taken  at 
Clapham,  on  fufpicion  c  f  robbing  the  Briflol  mail. 

I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  the  prifoner  and  Mr.  Da¬ 
venport,  who  had  married  the  counfellor’s  daughter,  accident- 
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rally  meeting  at  a  cofFee-houfe,  the  prifoner  infinuating  him- 
fe:f  into  Mr.  Davenport’s  acquaintance,  and  pretendingto  be 
of  the  fame  name,  and  that  their  coats  of  arms  were  the  fame, 
he  prevailed  with  him  to  call  him  coufin. 

Prifoner .  I. am  far  from  denying  that  I  had  the  goods,  that 
all  thefe  gentlemen  charge  me  with  but  1  never  Role  them. 
They  were  goods  I  wanted  for  my  prefent  occafions.  I  bought 
them  fairly,  and  with  no  other  defign  than  to  pay  for  them  ho- 
neftly,  which  I  fhould  have  done,  if  I  had  not  been  difap- 
p Dinted,.  I  have  now  an  ellate  of  2C0  1.  a  year  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  though  indeed  it  is  mortgaged  for  1200  1. 

Court .  Have  you  any  witnefTes  to  prove  this,  or  to  fpeak 
to  your  reputation  ? 

Prifoner .  No,  I  expe£led  feveral,  but  none  of  them  are 
come. 

Court .  Sure,  if  you  had  been  what  you  pretended  to  be, 
fome  of  your  friends  would  have  taken  the  trouble  of  coming 
Either  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  this  ? 

The  jury  acquitted  him  of  the  two  felonies,  and  found  him 
guilty  of  the  four  mifclemeanora. 

The  court  fined  him  200 1.  that  is,  50 1.  on  each  indidlment  ; 
fentenced  him  to  Hand  twice  in  the  pillory,  once  in  Covent- 
Garden,  and  once  on  Ludgate-Hill  ;  to  fuffer  two  years  im- 
prifonment,  and  to  give  fecority  for  his  good  behaviour  for  two 
years  more. 


SALLY  SALISBURY,  alias  SARAH  PRID- 
DON,  for  an  Affault,  with  an  intent  to  murder  the  Hon. 
J— -  F - 5  Efq;  April,  1723. 


TN  February,  1722-3,  the  grand  jury  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex  found  a  bill  of  indidtment  again#  Sally  Salifbury,  for 

^Faulting  and  wounding  the  Hon.  J - F - ,  Efq;  with 

an  intent  to  murder  him,  on  which  indi.diment  fhe  was  to  have 
been  tried  at  the  feffions  then  held  at  Juftice-Hall,  in  the  Old- 
Bailey.  But  upon  an  affidavit  made,  that  file  w?as  fick,  and 
could  not  be  brought  down  to  her  trial,  without  danger  of  her 
life,  her  trial  was  deferred  till  the  next  feffions  in  April,  1723, 
to  which  time  it  was  fixed  by  a  rule  ©f  court. — And  accord- 
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On  Wednefday ,  April  24,  1723, 

Sarah  Priddon ,  alias  Sally  Salifbury-,  was  inclined,  for  that 
file,  on  the  22d  of  December,  1722,  in  the  9th  year  of  his 
majefty ’s  reign,  violently,  and  with  malice  fore  -  thought, 
upon  the  honourable  J —  F — ,  Efq;  made  an  affault,  and 
with  a  knife,  then  held  in  her  left  hand,  dabbed  him  in  the 
left  part  of  his  body,  near  the  bread,  and  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  rib,  and  thereby  gave  him  a  wound  of  the  length  of 
one  inch,  and  depth  of  three  inches,  of  which  wound  he 
long  languifhed. 

And  that  in  the  manner  aforefaid,  fhe  druck  and  wounded 
the  faid  honourable  J —  F — ,  Efq;  with  an  intent  to  kill  and 
murder  him,  againft  the  peace  of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king? 
his  crown  and  dignity,  and  the  datute  in  that  cafe  made  and 
provided. 

The  council  for  the  king  having  opefced  the  indictment, 
and  charge  againd  the  prifoner,  proceeded  to  open  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  this  effeCt. 

That  at  the  Three-tun  tavern  in  Chandois-ftreet,  in  Covent- 
garden,  the  prifoner  came  to  Mr.  F— - ,  and  without  receiv¬ 

ing  the  lead  provocation  from  him,  took  up  a  cafe-knife, 
and  dabbed  him  in  the  bread,  giving  him  fo  dangerous  a 
wound,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  a  did  a  nee  of  the 
furgeons,  he  had  then  died  ;  and  notwithdanding  their  utmod 
endeavours,  his  life  was  long  defpaired  of. 

Jofeph  Thorp ,  the  drawer.  Mr,  F - came  to  my  m af¬ 

ter's  houfe,  the  Three-tun  tavern,  in  Chandois-dreet,  Covent- 
garden,  on  the  22d  of  December,  about  twelve  at  night. 
He  called  for  a  pint  of  mountain,  and  faicl  he  was  very  cold, 
and  wanted  to  warm  himfelf.  The  lad  company  being  gone 
out  of  the  houfe,  except  two  or  three  grave  gentlemen,  who 
were  drinking  a  glafs  of  wine  with  my  mader,  im  the  room 
behind  the  bar;  mod  of  the  family  being  gone  to  bed,  and  I 
myfelf  a  going,  that  I  might  rife  the  fooner  to  bottle  off  fome 
wine  that  was  to  be  fent  into  the  country  next  morning:  I  de¬ 
li  red  Mr.  F - to  excufe  my  attendance  ;  but  he  telling  me 

that  he  intended  tc  day  no  longer  than  to  drink  that  one  pint, 
I  tilled  him  a  glafs  and  went  away.  The  company  then  go 
ing  from  behind  the  bar,  I  went  to  Mrs.  Ditton,  the  bar¬ 
keeper,  told  her  that  Mr.  F- - was  cold,  and  there  was 

but  little  tire  in  the  room  where  he  fat,  and  defired  her  to  let 
him  come  iato  that  room  behind  the  bar.  She  bid  me  tell  the 

gen- 
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gentleman,  (he  fhould  rake  it  as  an  honour  if  he  would  he 

^leafed  to  let  her  have  his  company,  i  went  to  Mr.  F - „ 

and  found  him  afleep,  with  his  cloak  wrapped  round  him  ; 
hut  taking  the  liberty  to  awake  him,  I  delivered  Mrs.  Ditton’s 
mefiage,  and  he  went  into  the  bar-room  where  fhe  was.  As 

I  was  very  inclinable  to  go  to  bed,  t  defired  Mr.  F -  to 

let  me  know  if  he  had  any  further  commands,  lie  bid  me 
fill  him  another  glafs,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  telling  me, 
that  he  had  no  further  commands,  I  went  to  bed. 

About  two  in  the  morning  the  maid  called  me,  and  faid, 
Mrs.  Salifbury  (the  prifoner)  was  come,  and  wanted  a  pint  of 
Frontiniac.  I  arofe,  drew  a  pint,  and  carried  it,  with  a  French 
roll  and  a  knife,  into  the  room  where  the  prifoner  was  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  F - » ,  I  filled  her  a  glafs,  and  then  (hut¬ 

ting  the  door,  I  retired  toward  the  fire.  Some  difeourfe  pad 
betwixt  them  about  an  opera  ticket,  which,  as  I  apprehended, 

Mr.  F - had  given  to  fome  perfon  without  the  prifoner’a 

knowledge  ;  but  as  I  could  not  diftinciiy  hear  all  they  faid, 

I  did  not  thoroughly  underftand  the  matter.  Mr.  F - - 

was  then  fitting  open-breafled  clofe  by  the  prifoner;  (he  had 
in  her  hand  the  knife  that  I  had  brought  in  with  the  French 
foil. — It  is  ufual  to  carry  a  knife  with  a  roll. — And  as  they 
were  talking  about  this  opera  ticket,  (he  made  a  motion 
with  her  hand,  like  a  pufh,  at  Mr.  F — :  I  did  not  prefently 
know  what  was  done;  but  he  riling  up,  clapped  his  hand  upon 
his  breaft  and  faid,  madam,  you  have  wounded  me  !  hearing 
that,  I  (lept  up  to  him  and  took  off  his  hand,  and  faw  the 
blood  run  out,  upon  which  I  went  immediately  and  fetched  a 
furgeon.  Somebody  elfe  called  Mr.  Colthart,  and  upon  his 
coming,  the  prifoner  fatisfied  the  other  furgeon  for  his  trou¬ 
ble,  and  defired  Mr.  Colthart  to  drefs  Mr.  F— .  Mr.  Colt¬ 
hart  probed  the  wound,  and  then  cut  it  a  little  mo'e  open. 
The  prifoner  feeing  that,  (hrieked  out,  and  faid,  O  Lord  ! 
what  are  you  doing  ?  and  then  fell  into  fits.  In  a  little  time 
fhe  recovered,  and  the  furgeon  going  to  drefs  the  wound,  (lie 
went  out  of  the  room,  but  came  in  again  before  he  had  done, 
and  afked  Mr.  F — ,  how  he  did  ?  And  what  he  would  have? 
He  anfwered,  very  bad,  and  worfe  than  you  imagine.  She 
replied,  Jackey,  you  are  not  fo  bad  as  you  think  for. — We 
happened  to  have  in  the  houfe  a  little  broth  that  was  made  for 
my  mafter :  it  was  brought  to  Mr.  F  — ,  and  he  drank  fome 
of  it.  The  prifoner  going  towards  the  kitchen,  I  heard  her 
fay,  1  will  make  the  cafe  better  than  it  is  to  Mr.  F — ,  becauie 
fie  is  much  difpirited.  , 

There  was  a  pint  or  two  more  of  Frontiniac  drank  in  the 

company, 
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company,  but  I  think  Mr.  F —  drank  none  of  it.  Then  tw® 
chairs  were  called,  one  for  him,  and  the  other  for  the  prifon- 
er,  and  they  went  away  together ;  but  whether  or  no  they 
went  to  his  lodgings,  I  cannot  tell,  for  I  did  not  hear  the  or^ 
ders  given  to  the  chairmen. 

The  King’s  Council .  Was  not  there  a  glafs  of  wine  throws 
in  fomebody’s  face,  before  Mr.  F —  was  wounded  ? 

Thorp.  There  was. — The  prifoner  threw  it  into  Mrs.  Dar¬ 
by’s  face. 

K.  Council.  For  what  reafon  f 

Thorp.  An  opera  ticket  had  been  given  to  the  prifoner’s 
fifter. —  It  was  fuppofed  that  Mr.  F—  gave  it  her.- — It  feems 
Mrs-  Darby  knew  of  this,  but  did  not  acquaint  the  prifoner 
y/ith  it  ;  and  therefore  the  prifoner  threw  the  wine  in  her 
face. 

K.  Council.  In  what  temper  was  Mr.  F — at  the  time 
the  wound  was  given 

Thorp.  In  a  very  good  temper. 

K.  Council,  And  in  what  humour  did  the  prifoner  appear 
to  be  ? 

Thorp .  She  feemed  to  be  very  angry.— -They  were  talk¬ 
ing  about  an  opera  ticket,  and  upon  Mr.  F — L  faying,  1  gave 
id  the  blow  was  immediately  flruck, 

Mrs.  Ditton.  Mr.  F —  came  to  our  houfe  about  twelve 
at  night,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  the 
prifoner  and  her  filler,  and  another  woman  more,  camp  in  a 
coach.  Mr.  F—  faluted  the  prifoner  when  fhe  firft  came  in, 
and  fhe  called  for  a  pint  of  Frontiniac.  The  drawer  being  a» 
bed,  the  maid  called  him  up*.  He  drew  the  wine,  filled  out 
a  glafs,  and  gave  it  to  the  prifoner  to  drink  to  Mr.  F — .  I 
having  been  at  the  opera,  the  prifoner  afked  me,  if  I  had  ever 
feen  the  king  before,  and  how  I  liked  him  ?  I  anfwered  that 
I  had  never  feen  him  before,  and  that  I  liked  him  verj  well. 
Then  file  afked  me,  who  it  was  that  gave  her  fifler  the  opera 
ticket?  I  believe,  fays  I,  Mrs.  Darby  can  tell  you  ;  and 
with  that  file  threw  a  glafs  of  wine  in  Mrs.  Darby’s  face. 
I  fuppofe  it  was  becaufe  Mrs.  Darby  had  not  told  her  who  it 
was  that  had  given  the  ticket  to  her  fifler.  The  prifoner 
afked  me  next,  if  1  did  not  fee  a  certain  gentleman  at  the  opera. 
1  faid,  yes.  And  did  not  he  come  to  my  fifler,  and  talk  to 
her  ?  fays  fhe.  I  anfwered,  no,  he  did  not. 

*  The  drawer  fwore  he  was  called  up  about  two  o’clock  j  but  according  to 
Chis  .evidence,  it  wa»  before  one. 

ns 
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The  Prifoner’ s  Council.  Do  not  you  think  that  Mrs.  Sa» 
Tifbury  apprehended  that  this  gentleman  had  fume  defign  upon 
her  fitter  ? 

Mrs.  Dittos.  I  believe  (lie  thought  fo,  and  that  was  the 
real'on  (he  did  what  {he  did. 

K.  Council.  And  what  was  that  ? 

Mrs.  Ditton.  Some  words  pad  between  her  and  Mr.  F: — , 
about  an  opera  ticket ;  but,  as  I  was- on  the  other  fide  of  the 
room,  I  could  not  hear  diflincRy  all  that  was  laid.  Two  o- 
ther  perfons  were  in  the  room,  but  the  prifoner  and  Mr.  F — 
were  fitting  together,  and  {he  had  the  knife  in  her  hand,  and 
in  the  difeourfe,  upon  Mr..  F — ’s  faying,  he  gave  it,  I  faw 
the  motion  or  her  hand  towards  him,  though  the  motion  was 
fo  very  quick,  that  I  did  not  fee  the  blow  given  ;  but  as  foora 
as  I  perceived  that  he  was  wounded,  I  went  immediately  for 
a  furgeon.  'The  furgeon  came  and  drefled  the  wound,  and- 
while  it  was  dreffing,  the  prifoner  went  out  of  the  room. 

After  the  wound  was  drett,  the  prifoner  came  into  the  room 

again.  Mr.  F - complaining  of  the  pain  of  the  wound-, 

fhe  faid to  him,  Jacky,  do  you  forgive  me?’  and  he  anfwer- 
ed,  Yes,  I  do,  and  can  die  with  pleafure  by  your  hand.  Then 
fays  (he,  if  you  do  forgive  me,  come  and  falute  me  \  and  he 
did  as  fhe  defired.  And  when  he  was  going  away,  (he  faid 
Ihe  would  go  home  with  him,  and  take  care  of  him. 

Mr.  Colthari ,  the  furgeon.  About  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  called  up  to  attitt  a  gentleman  who  W3S. 
wounded  at  the  Three-tun  tavern.  When  I  came  there  I 
found  Mr.  F  —  fitting  in  a  chair,  with  his  head  leaning 
backwards.  His  pulfe  was  very  low,  and  he  fetched  bis  breath, 
with  great  difficulty.  I  fpoke  to  him  about  his  breathing,  and 
he  faid  he  could  hardly  breathe  at  all.  The  wound  was  be¬ 
tween  the  third  and  fourth  rib.  He  bled  inwardly,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  took  an  inftru merit  to- dilate  the  wound,  that  the  blood 
might  difeharge  itfelf  outwardly.  The  prifoner  upon  that 
ihrieked  out,  and  faid,  for  God’s  fake  do  not  cut  him  !  I  an- 
iwered,  1  am  going  to  fave  his  life.  Then  (he  fainted  and 
fell  upon  the  floor.  When  I  h.ad  drett:  him,  fhe  called  me, 
and  afked  me  what  I  thought  of  the  wound  ?  I  told  her  it 
was  a  dangerous  one,  and  more  dangerous  than  (lie  might  ap¬ 
prehend.  She  anfwered,  I  was  the  perfon  that  give  it  ;  and 
if  he  dies,  1  do  not  defire  to  live  a  minute  longer.  And  then 
turning  to  the  gentleman,  fire  faid,  Mr.  F— ,  you  have  had 
a  cold  this  two  or  three  days,  and  if  you  bleed  a  little,  it 
will  be  the  better  for  it.  Next  morning  I  went  to  Mr.  F — ’s 
chambers .5  the  prifoner  was  there ;  and  upon  my  telling  her 

$  the 
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the  wound  was  dangerous,  fhe  defied  to  have  the  advice  ancf 
affiflance  of  other  furgeons.  And  accordingly  (lie  lent  for 
Mr.  Palmer,  After  this  the  lord  F— - ,  out  of  a  tender  con¬ 

cern  for  his  brother,  fent  for  Dr.  Mead,  Mr.  BoufHere,  and 
Mr.  Green.  But  notwithftanding  all  the  care  and  art  that 
could  be  ufed,  Mr.  F —  lay  in  a  dangerous  condition  for  two 
months. 

The  Prifoner' s  Council .  We  fhall  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  court,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  (in  contradiction  to  what 
has  been  fworn)  that  the  prifoner  did  not  affault  and  wound 
the  profecutor  :  we  will  grant  that  fhe  did.  But  then,  as  to 
that  part  of  the  indictment,  which  charges  her  with  wounding 
him  with  malice  prepenfe,  and  with  a  defign  to  kill  and  mur¬ 
der  him,  we  apprehend  there  has  been  no  proof.  Thefadt  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  committed  in  afudden  ifart  of  paffion,  when 
fhe  knew  not  what  fhe  did.  She  had  then  a  great  concern 
upon  her  mind  for  the  honour  of  her  fiffer,  whom  fhe  had 
virtuoufly  educated,  and  whofe  virtue,  fhe  apprehended,  was 
in  danger  of  being  attacked  ;  as  appears  from  her  enquiring  if 
a  certain  gentleman  had  not  been  with  her  fiffer  at  the  opera  : 
and,  at  the  fame  time  imagining  that  the  opera  ticket  had 

been  given  to  her  fiffer  by  Mr.  F- - ,  to  put  her  in  the  way 

of  being  feduced  by  that  gentleman.  Her  refentment  of  this 
hurried  her  on  to  an  action,  which  otherwife  fhe  would  have 
loft  her  life,  rather  than  have  been  guilty  of.  v  , 

But  that  fhe  had  no  malice,  no  defign  by  that  a to  kill  or 
murder  the  profecutor,  appears  by  her  immediate  forrow,  by 
her  tendernefs  and  concern  for  him  after  the  unhappy  blow 
was  given.  It  even  app.ars,  that  the  profecutor  himfeif  had 
no  thought  of  her  having  any  fuch  defign,  when  he  fo  freely 
and  readily  forgave  her.  And  further,  we  can  call  feveral 
witnefles  to  prove,  that  there  had  been  for  a  confdcrable  time 
a  friendfhip  and  intimacy  between  them. 

King's  Council.  You  may  fpare  yourfelves  that  trouble  $ 
for  if  we  allow  that  there  was  a  preceding  intimacy,  and  what 
you  cal!  friendfhip  between  them,  it  will  be  but  of  little  fer- 
vice  to  the  prifoner.  There  are  too  many  inffances  of  real 
friendfhip,  which,  by  feme  affront  or  mifunderffanding,  has 
been  turned  to  the  greatef!  enmity,  and  produced  the  moff  fa¬ 
tal  confequences.  But  perfons  of  the  prifoner’s  character  can 
fcarce  be  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  a  hncere  friendfhip. 

As  to  the  pretended  provocation,  her  apprehenfion  of  her 
filter’s  honour  being  in  danger,  by  which  that  fudden  f  art  of 
pa  hi  on  fas  you  call  it)  was  raifed,  there  has  been  no  proof  of 
the  profecutor's  having  given  her  anv  occafion  on  that  account. 

B  aides, 
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Befides,  the  pretence  will  by  no  means  agree  with  the  prifoneFs 
known  chara<5ler,  nor  perhaps  with  her  lifter’s  neither. 

As  for  the  concern  fhe  {hewed,  after  the  commiffion  of  the 
Fa&,  it  is  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  it  was  on  her  own  ac¬ 
count,  and  not  on  his ;  for,  had  he  died  of  that  wound,  (he 
well  enough  knew,  what  the  confequence  would  have  been. 
She  knew  that  her  own  life  mull  have  made  fatisfa£lion  (as  far 
as  it  could)  for  the  lofs  of  his. 

Mr.  F— ,  it  feems,  readily  forgave  her.  This  indeed 
(hewed  the  goodnefs  of  his  temper;  but  it  is  little  fign  of  the 
goodnefs  of  her’s.  It’s  no  argument  for  clearing  her  from  a 
malicious  intent  to  murder  him  ;  and  is  fo  far  from  extenu¬ 
ating,  that:  it  aggravates  her  offence  in  ufing  fuch  a  gentleman 
with  fuch  barbarity. 

If -Mr.  F - had  unfortunately  died  of  the  wound  Ihegave 

him,  as  there  was  too  much  reafon  to  believe  he  would,  this, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  could  have  been  no  lefs  than  murder  ; 
for  (he  had  not  received  the  leall  provocation.  Murder  always 
implies  malice  pref)enfe,  and  a  delign  to  kill ;  and  therefore 
the  giving  that  dangerous  wound,  without  provocation,  can¬ 
not  be  deemed  to  be  done  otherwife,  than  with  fuch  malice, 
and  fuch  a  defign,  though  the  gentleman  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  furvive  it ;  for  the-  confequence  of  an  a&ion  cannot  al¬ 
ter  the  prior  intention  of  the  mind. 

The  jury  Found  her  guilty  of  alfaulting  and  wounding  the 
profecutor ;  but  acquitted  her  of  doing  it  with  an  intent  to 
kill  and  mutder  him. 

The  court  fentenced  her  to  pay  a  fine  of  loo  1.  to  fuller  one 
year’s  imprifonment,  and  to  find  fecurity  for  her  good  behavi¬ 
our  for  two  years  more. 

She  died  in  Newgate,  on  February  H,  1723-4  ;  and  on  the 
14th  of  the  fame  month,  was  buried  at  the  parilh  of  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  Holborn.  She  left  behind  her  the  character  of  the 
moll  eminent  punk  that  ever  the  Hundreds  of  Drury  could 
boall  of. 
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THOMAS  ATHOE  the  elder.  Mayor  of  Tenby,  in  Perrfk 

brokefhire,  and  Thomas  Athoe  the  younger,  his  fon,  for' 

Murder,  June,  1723. 

At  the  affizes  held  at  Hereford,  March  19,  1722-3, 
Thomas  Athoe  the  elder,  and  Thomas  Athoe  the  younger,* 
who  by  a  Habeas  Corpus  were  brought  thither  from  Pern- 
bro’ efhire,  were  indidfed  for  the  murder  of  George  Mer¬ 
chant,  by  beating  and  kicking  him  on  the  head,  face,  breafe, 
and  privy  members,  and  thereby  giving  him  feveral  mortal5 
wounds  and  bruifes,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1722,  of 
which  he  died  the  fame  day. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indifted  on  the  coroner’s  inqui- 
fition  for  the  faid  murder. 

The  principal  witnefs  again#  the  prifoners  was  Thomas 
Merchant,  the  deceafed’s  brother.  They  had  ufed  him  in 
fo  barbarous  a  manner,  that  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  though 
It  was  four  months  afterwards,  he  was  in  fo  weak  a  con¬ 
dition  that  he  could  not  ftand,  and  therefore  the  court  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  give  his  evidence  fitting. 

The  Evidence  again f  the  prisoners  was  to  this  Rif  eft'* 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1722,  a  fair  being  that  da y 
kept  at  Tenby,  in  Pembrokefhire,  the  prifoners  came  thither 
to  fell  fome  cattle,  and  there  they  met  with  the  deceafed, 
George  Merchant,  and  his  brother  Thomas  Merchant.  A 
quarrel  arifing,  young  Athoe  and  the  deceafed  fell  to  fight  Eg  ; 
but  the  deceafed  had  the  advantage,  and  beat  young  Athoe. 
Upon  this,  old  Athoe  was  advifed  by. fome  pettifogger  to  bring 
an  a£lion  again#  the  deceafed  ;  but  he  anfwered,  No,  no, 
we  will  not  take  the  la\y*  but  we.  will  pay  them  la  their  own 
coin. 

The  fair  breaking  up  between  ten  and  eleven  at  night,  the 
deceafed  and  his  brother  left  the  town.  The  prifoners  went 
to  the  inn,  where  the  two  brothers  had  taken  horfe,  and  en¬ 
quired  which  way  they  were  gone.  The  ofller  giving  them 
the  be#  information  he  could,  they  mounted  and  followed 
them  diredfly.  The  brothers  flopped  on  the  road,  at  a  place 
called  Holloway’s-Water,  to  let  their  horfes  drink.  Preientlv 
they  >  heard  a  trampling  of  other  horfes  behind  them;  and 
turnfpgabout,  faw  two  men  on  horfeback  at  a  little  di#ance, 
hut  the  night  was  ftrd ark,  that  they  could  not  difeern  who 

they 
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tfhey  were ;  though  they  were  not  long  in  doubt,  for  they 
heard  old  Athoe’s  voice.  This  put  them  under  ffrong  appre- 
henfions  that  fome  mifchief  was  intended ;  for  old  Athoe, 
when  he  was  at  the  fair,  had  threatened  a  fevere  .revenge, 
and  therefore,  to  prevent  it,  they  .endeavoured  to  conceal 
themfelves  behind  the  bridge,  but  the  fplafhing  of  their 
horfes  difcovered  them.  The  .prisoners  coming  up  with 
great  (licks,  I  owe  thee  a  pafs,  and  now  thou  (halt  have  it, 
(aid  young  Athoe  to  the  deceafed,  and  knocked  him  off 
his  horfe.  Thomas  Merchant  was  ferved  in  the  like  man¬ 
ner  by  old  Athoe,  who  at  the  fame  time  cried  out,  Kill 
the  dogs !  kill  the  dogs  !  the  brothers  begged  them  for 
God’s  fake  to  fpare  their  lives  ;  but  the  prifoners  had  no  re¬ 
gard  to  their  cries.  Old  Athoe  fell  upon  Thomas  Merchant, 
beating  him  in  a  terrible  manner,  and  taking  faff  hold  of  his 
privities,  pulled  and  fqueezed  him  to  fuch  a  violent  degree, 
that  had  he  continued  fo  doing  a  few  minutes  longer,  it  had 
been  impoffible  for  the  poor  man  to  have  furvived  it.  The 
pain  he  fuffered  is  paft  expreffion,  and  yet  it  fell  (hort 
of  what  his  brother  endured.  Young  Athoe,  when  he  had 
tired  himfelf  with  beating  him,  feized  him  by  the  privy  mem¬ 
bers,  and  tore  out  one  of  his  tefticles;  and  calling  to  his  fa¬ 
ther,  raid.  Now  I  have  done  George  Merchant’s  bufinefs  ! — 
This  horrible  a£lion  occafioned  a  vaft  effufion  of  blood  : 
but  young  Athoe’s  revenge  was  not  yet  glutted,  for  catching 
hold  of  the  deceafed’s  nofe  with  his  teeth,  he  bit  it  quite  off, 
and  afterwards  tied  a  handkerchief  fo  tight  about  his  neck, 
that  the  flefh  almoft  covered  it.  The  laft  words  the  deceafed 
was  heard  to  fay  were,  Don’t  bite  my  nofe  off’.  He  lived 
a  few  hours  in  the  moft  grievous  agony  imaginable,  and  then 
•expired. 

When  his  body  was  examined  by  the  furgeons,  they  de¬ 
clared,  that  by  the  bruifes  they  found  upon  him,  they  be¬ 
lieved  the  blows  he  received  were  alone  fufficient  to  have 
killed  fix  or  (even  men.  He  had  twenty-two  bruifevs  on 
his  back,  three  great  ones  on  his  head.,  and  two  on  his 
bread. 

The  prifoners  in  their  defence  faid,  that  they  were  af- 
faulted  upon  the  road  by  the  brothers,  who  had  long  borne 
them  a  grudge  $  and  that  what  they  did  was  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence. 

The  jury  found  a  fpecial  verdi£l,  upon  which  the  cafe  was 
referred  to  the  determination  of  the  whole  bench  of  judges j 
and  the  prifoners  were  brought  up  to  London,  and  committed 
o  the  King’s-Bench  prifon  in  bouthwark,  where  they  lay  till 

Y  2  ..Saturday, 
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Saturday,  June  22,  1723,  and  then  were  carried  up  to 
court  of  KingVBehch  in  Weftminfter-Hall. 

In  their  motion  for  an  arrelt  of  judgment  at  the  KingV 
Bench-Bar,  the  point  of  law  debated  was,  Whethet  a  man 
can  be  tried  for  a  fa£t  in  a  county  in  which  the  fa&  wa$ 
not  committed.  The  queftion  was  decided  on  producing 
the  a£t  of  parliament,  which  ena&s,  That  all  murders  and 
robberies,  committed  in,  on,  or  about  the  borders  of  Walqp^ 
ihall  be  triable  in  any  county  in  England,  where  the  criminal 
ihall  be  taken. 

Young  Athoe  made  Tome  trifling  excufes  in  behalf  of  his 
father. 

Then  the  court  proceeded  to  judgment,  and  both  the  pri¬ 
soners  received  fentence  of  Death.  After  which  they  were 
carried  back  to  the  KingVBench  prifon. 

An  Account  0/*  Thomas  Athoe  the  Father ,  ^Thomas 

„  Athoe  the  Son* 

Thomas  Athoe  the  elder  was  born  at  Carew,  about  three 
miles  from  Mannerbeer,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  in 
the  principality  of  Wales.  Mannerbeer  was  the  place  of 

his  laft  habitation,  before  the  murder  was  committed.  — - - 

He  rented  there  upwards  of  a  hundred  a  year,  and  lived, 
as  he  faid,  in  good  repute  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
years.  In  the  year  172 1,  and  part  of  the  year  1722, 
he  ferved  the  office  of  mayor  in  the  corporation  of  Tenby, 
which  town  is  two  miles  from  Mannerbeer,  and  fix  from 
Pembroke,  and  is  joined  with  Pembroke  in  the  privilege  of 
clewing  one  burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament. 

His  family' confided  of  a  wife  and  two  children.  His  fe~ 
cond  child  was  Thomas  Athoe  the  younger,  who  was  born 
in  the  parifh  of  Mannerbeer.  He  always  lived  wi  h  his  fa¬ 
ther,  who  had  brought  him  up  to  hufbandry  and  grazing. 
In  the  time  of  the  old  man’s  mayoralty,  this  fob  of  his  ferved 
as  bailiff  of  Tenbv. 

George  Merchant,  the  murdered  perfon,  and  Thomas 
Merchant  his  brother,  were  nephews,  by  the  moth  r’sfide, 
to  Athoe  the  elder;  for  their  father,  John  Merchant,  a  huf- 
bandman  in  the  fame  parifh  of  Mannerbeer,  married  old 
Athoe’s  fitter. 

After  the  murder  was  committed  young  Athoe  was  fent 
to  Ireland:  but  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  fending  him 
Werefoon  obliged  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  him' 
back  again;  and  by  good  management  they  fucceeded, 
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As  to  the  behaviour  of  the  father  and  fon  in  the  King’?- 
Bench  prilon,  and  at  the  place  of  execution,  take  it  in  the 
words  of  Mf.  Thomas'  Dyche,  the  chaplain  of  that  pri- 
fon. 

c<  I  prefled  them  both  very  earnedly  to  make  an  open 
and  full  confeflion  of  the  crimes  whereof  they  flood  con¬ 
victed. 

“  In  all  my  vifitings  of  the  prifopers,  I  found  the  fpirit 
of  devotion  always  upon  thepi :  they  behaved  themfelves 
with  that  temper,  gravity  and  tendernefs,  which  be¬ 
came  them,  and  employed  their  time  very  much  in  read-  * 
ing  of  fuch  books  as  were  fuitable  to  their  melancholy  cir*- 
cumflances.  * 

“  They  exprefTed  abundance  of  feeming  penitence,  praying 
earneflly,  and  declaring  that  they  were  in  charity  with  all  the 
world; 

44  Hotyever,  tl^ey  pretended  that  they  had  beep  injured  by 
$he  Merchants  : 

44  Firft,  In  theip  detaining  an  eftate  from  them. 

44  Secondly,  1  hat  they,  the  Merchants,  had  bought 
fome  cattle  out  of  their  hands  at  Weflon  fair,  Ldtober  28, 
j  721. 

44  Thirdly^  That  the  Merchant^  had  Pppofed  thpir  ele&ions: 
and, 

44  Fourthly)  That  Mr.  George  Merchant,  the  murdered 
perfon,  had  married  a  fweet-heart  of  young  Athoe’s. 

44  Now,  admitting  all  thefe  pleas  of  the  Athoes  to  be 
true,  will  they  juflify  the  crying  fin  of  murder,  when  th«? 
Almighty  has  declared,  that,  He  that  fheddeth  man’s  blood, 
by  man  fhall  his  blood  be  fhed  J 

44  Thus,  therefore,  prompted  by  jealoufy  and  revenge, 
thefe  criminals  cornmitCed  this  horrid  fa  cl,  for  which  they  have, 
defervedly  fufFered  the  juftice  of  the  law. 

44  In  the  whole  courfe  of  the  proceedings  againfl  them,  all 
the  favours  they  deftred  -  were  granted  ;  notwithflanding 
which  the  county  of  Pembrokefhire,  upon  what  grounds  are 
unknown,  took  their  part,  as  not  believing  the  fa£ls. 
fo  bad  as  they  were  proved  to  be  upon  the  ftrongeft  evi¬ 
dence. 

44  They  buoyed  up  each  other  with  hopes  of  life,  till  the 
rule  of  court  came  down  for  their  execution.  .  *  After  this  they 
began  to  (lie w  fome  figns  of  prevarication  ;  for,  I'  was  af- 
fured  at  the  prifon,  by  the  tefrimonies  of  feveral  per  funs, 
;hey  denied  fome  circumflances  which  they  had  before  owned: 

particularly 
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particularly  the  time  of  Mr.  George  Merchant’s  deceaSe,  whicf* 
■was  dofe  pxit  to  them  by  a  Divine,  the  very  morning  of  their 
.execution, 

44  Mr.  Chapman,  the  turnkey,  alfo  affured  me,  that  on 
T  hurfday  night  they  offered  him  a  very  confiderable  reward 
to  be  permitted  to  make  their  efcape ;  but  finding  they  coirid 
not  prevail  with  him  to  break  his  truft,  they  earneftly  defired 
him  to  attend  them  to  the  place  of  execution  :  and  that  he 
would  take  care  their  bodies  might  not  hang  longer  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  public  view,  than  the  time  the  law  prescribed. 

44  When  they  were  tied  up  by  the  executioner,  old  Athoe 
covered  his  face  firfi,  and  after  he  was  turned  off,  he  bled 
very  much  at  the  nofe. 

64  On  Friday  the  5th  of  July,  1723,  about  ji  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  they  were  conveyed  in  a  cart  to  the  place  of 
execution.  When  they  came  to  the  fatal  tree,  they  behaved 
.themfelves  in  a  very  decent  manner,  embracing  each  other  in 
the  moff  tender  and  affectionate  manner  ;  and  indeed  the  fon’s 
hiding  his  Free  bedewed  with  tears,  in  his  father’s  bofom, 
was,  notwithstanding  the  barbarous  action  they  had  com¬ 
mitted,  a  very  moving  fpedtaele. 

41  "When  our  devotions  were  finifiied,  the  father  declared. 
That  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and 
that  be  had  not  lifted  up  his  hand  agairiff  George  Merchant, 
the  deceafed. 

The  fon  declared,  That  he  had  no  premeditated  ma¬ 
lice  againft  George  Merchant,  the  deceafed  j  but  that  being- 
afiauked,  what  he  did  was  in  his  own  defence  ;  that  the  de¬ 
ceased  having  no  hair  upon  his  head  to  get  hold  of,  the 
snage  he  received  mull  be  by  his  handkerchief,  which  was 
tied  about  his  neck  in  two  knots.  And  he  fhewed  the  Spec¬ 
tators, .  by  pointing  to  his  own  neck,  jn  what  manner  he 
throttled  him. 

44  On  Friday,  June  28,  the  prifoners  received  the  facrament 
with  great  reverence  and  devotion  ;  and  early  in  the  morning 
before  their  execution  they  did  the  fame. 

44  They  begged  of  all  good  people  to  take  warning  by 
their  ignominious  death.  They  had  fome  time  allowed  tQ 
their  private  devotions,  and  then  the  cart  drew  away,  they 
all  the  while  crying  out,  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  ! 

44  There  were  two  other  divines  with  me  to  afiift  upon  this 
occafion..  The  two  Athoes  were  brought  from  the  place  of 
execution  in  two  hearfes  to  the  Falcon-Inn  in  Southwark, 
In  order,  r.s  was  Said,  to  be  buried  in  St.  George’s  church- 


WILLIAM  B'UC  E,  &c.  for  Robberies.  i7S 

Old  Athoe  was  about  58  years  of  age,  and  bis  fori 
wanted  but  one  day  of  being  24  years  old  at  the  time  of  their 
deaths. 

They  were  executed  at  a  place  called  St.  Tho.masTs- 
Watcring,  a  little  beyond  Kent -Street  in  Surry. 


WILLIAM  DUCE,  and  JAMES  BUTLER,  for  Rob¬ 
beries,  July,  1723. 

ILLIAM  DUCE,  and  James  Butler,  of  St.  Martin’s 
*  -in  the  Fields,  were  indidled  for  aflaulting  John  Holms 
on  the  high-wav,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a 
handkerchief,  a  Reel  feal,  a  hat,  value  10  s.  and  a  guinea  in 
money,  April  27,  1723. 

To  this  indictment  James  Butler  pleaded  guilty. 

Duce  at  firft  refufed  to  plead,  and  deiired  to  be  examined 
in  private ;  for  as  he  had  made  feveral  difeoveries,  he  faid, 
he  expedled  to  be  made  an  evidence  :  but  the  court  not  ad¬ 
mitting  him,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  plead,  and  pleaded 
not  guilty. 

John  Holms .  On  the  27th  of  April,  about  ten  at  night, 
as  I  was  going  from  London  to  Chellea,  I  faw  four  men  com¬ 
ing  towards  me  in  the  firft  field  from  London.  The  firft  man 
and  the  fecond  behaved  as  if  they  had  been  drunk,  and  fo 
palled  by  me  :  the  third  man,  which  was  John  Dyer,  came 
up,  and  clapped  a  piftol  to  my  breaft,  and  demanded  my 
money;  upon  which  the  other  two,  who  had  palled  me, 
turned  back,  and  took  from  me  my  hat,  a  handkerchief,  a 
feal,  and  then  went  away;  but  Dyer  flood  over  me  with  a 
piflol  till  they  were  gone  a  little  diffance,  and  then  took  a 
guinea  out  of  my  fob  ;  but  endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf  and 
his  companions,  by  telling  me,  that  they  were  in  great  ne- 
celfity,  or  elfe  they  had  not  done  as  they  did, 

John  Dyer .  On  the  27th  of  laft  April,  I  and  the  pri- 
foners,  and  Jofeph  Rice,  met  the  profecutor  in  Chelfea- 
Fields  ;  the  prifoners  (topped  him  *,  and  I  coming  up,  clapped 
a  piftol  to  his  brealt,  Butler  rifled  his  pockets,  and  Duce 
took  his  hat ;  as  for  Rice  be  did  nothing,  for  he  was  hardly 
come  up  to  us  before  they  had  robbed  the  profecutor ;  when 

*  The  profecutor  {Vvore  that  the?  palled  him. 

they 
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they  were  gone  off,  I  fearched  the  profecutor’s  fob,  and  took 
out  a  guinea,  and  thefe  two  papers. 

Profecutor .  Thefe  are  nly  papers,  and  were  taken  from 
me  at  that  time  by  John  Dyer. 

Dyer.  Duce  and  Butler  fold  the  bat  in  Holborn  for  four 
/hillings  and  fix-pence,  and  Butler  kept  the  feal  a  week  ; 
but  what  he  did  with  it  afterwards  I  cannot  tell.  I  gave 
Duce  half  of  the  guinea  that  I  took  from  the  profecutor, 
but  Butler  had  no  fhare  of  it.  Since  this  robbery  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  rob  Colonel  Chudleigh’s  lady  in  her  coach  in 
the  King’s-Road ;  but  the  patrole-guard  coming  up,  we 
all  made  off  except  Rice,  and  he  was  fhot  dead  by  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  Jones.  Having  heard  of  the  attempt  to  rob  Colonel 
Chudleigh’s  lady,  and  what  manner  of  perfons  were  con- 
'cerned  in  it,  I  thought  I  knew  them  by  the  defcription  ;  for 
I  had  apprehended  fame  fuch  perfons  once  before.  So  I  went 
to  the  houfe  of  Elizabeth  Angier,  who  is  William  Duce’s 
fifler:  there  I  found  William  Duce  and  John  Dyer,  one  of 
them  had  a  pifrol,  and  I  think  it  was  Dyer.  I  apprehended 
them  both,  and  carried  them  before  juffice  Blackerby. 

Jonathan  Wild .  1  was  with  them  before  the  juftice.  I 

found  that  Duce  and  Dyer  were  acquainted,  for  they  both 
had  got  pumps  on  their  feet,  and  the  pumps  were  of  the. 
'  fame  make;  whereupon  I  a  iked  them,  if  they  did  not  make 
■*  them  at  fuch  a  houfe.  I  have  known  Will  Duce  from  a 
boy.  His  mother  came  to  me  fince  he  was  apprehended, 
and  faid  that  direr  fon  could  make  the  greateft  difcoveries  ;  and 
therefore,-  fhe  hoped  I  would  get  him  to  be  an  evidence.  I 
went  to  fee  him  in  Newgate,  and  thefe  he  himfelf  de fired  to 
be  made  an  evidence,  and  was  going  to  confefs  to  me  what 
fa£ts  he  had  committed  ;  but  I  would  not  let  him  proceed, 
for  fear  I  fhould  be  called  upon  as  a  witnefs  againft  him  ;  and, 
as  I  told  him,  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  expecSt  to  be 
made  an  evidence,  becaufe  John  Dyer  had  got  the  ftart  of 
him. 

Duce.  You  lie  like  a  villain  as  you  are,  for  I  never 
offered  to  confefs  any  thing  to  you,  nor  defired  to  be  an 
evidence;  and  1  don’t  know  how  I  ihould,  for  I  never  was 
concerned  in  any  robbery  in  my  life  f .  And  as  for  Dyer, 
I  never  had  any  acquaintance  with  him,  any  further 

*  Make - is  ufed  in  this  place  to  fignify  to  Real.  But  in  the  former 

ft  n  fence,  it  means  no  more  than  fhape  or  falhion . 

'f  Sure  he  forget  what  he  laid  before  he  pleaded. 


than 
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than  as  he  lodged  at  my  filler’s  ;  I  faw  him  there  now 

and  then. - You,  Mr.  Evidence  ! - Let  me  afk  you  one 

queilion  ?  Pray,  who  was  it  that  kiiTed  the  profecutor’s  hand 
at  parting  ? 

Dyer.  Why,  it  was  I. 

Duse.  I  would  afk  the  profecutor  the  fame  queftion. 

Profecutor.  It  was  Dyer  that  made  fuch  an  offer  ;  but 
whether  he  really  did  kifs  my  hand  or  not,  I  am  not  cer¬ 
tain  . 

Court  to  Dues.  Your  queflion  has  done  you  no  fervice. 
Your  knowledge  of  this  private  circumflance,  which  nei¬ 
ther  Dyer  nor  Holms  had  mentioned  before,  is  a  firong 
prefumption  that  you  were  prefent  when  the  robbery  was 
committed. 


William  Duce  and  James  Butler,  of  St.  Pancras,  were  a 
fecond  time  indicted  for  aflaulting  John  Monk  on  the  high¬ 
way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  twelve  Ihii- 
lings  on  the  third  of  May  laft. 

To  this  indi&ment  Butler  pleaded  guilty. 

John  Monk.  I  am  a  hackney-coachman.  About  ten  in  the 
evening  as  I  was  driving  f/om  Hampftead,  at  a  little  bridge  be¬ 
tween  Tottenham-Cou'rt  and  the  turnpike  three  men  met  me. 


The  firil  of  them  afked  me  if  I  was  hired  ?■  and  if  I  was 
going  to  London?  And  when  I  had  anfvvered  him,  another 
looked  into  the  coach,  bu  finding  nobody  there,  John  Dyer, 
the  third  man,  took  hold  of  my  horfe,  and  bid  me  {land, 
and  deliver  my  money  !  Stand  and  deliver,  fays  I,  why, 
thofe  words  are  enough  to  hang  a  man.  I  gave  half  a  crown 
to  one  of  them,  but  it  feems  that  did  not  fatisfy  them,  for 
the  two  others  jumped  up  to  the  coach-box,  and,  fearched  my 
pockets,  and  took  nine  {hillings  more  from  me  ;  and  while 
fchey  were  a  doing  it,  they  ordered  me  not  to  look  at  them, 
fo  I  cannot  fwear  pofitively  to  any  of  them  but  the  evidence. 
Dyer.  I  told  them  it  was  very  hard  to  take  all  my  money 
from  me,  for  I  was  but  a  poor  man,  and  had  been  working 
for  it  all  day.  I  hey  told  me  it  fhould  be  money  an  my  way 
another  time,  and  fo  they  took  the  number  of  oiy  coach, 
which  was  324,  and  then  bidding  me  drive  on,  they  went 
towards  Hampftead. 

John  Dyer .  It  was  I  and  the  prifoners  that  robbed  this 
coachman,  I  held  the  horfe,  the  coachman  gave  the  half- 
crown  to  William  Duce.  Duce’s  filler  pawned  her  bed 

to  raife  the  money  with  which  we  bought  piftols  to  a  rob¬ 
bing  with. 

■5  ^  Jonathan 
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Jonathan  Wild  depofed  as  in  the  for  mer  triah 

IVil  iam  Dues.  I  know  nothing  of  this  robbery,  nor  of 
any  other.  There  is  not  a  greater  villain  upon  God’s  earth 
than  Jonathan  Wild  ;  he  makes  it  his  bufinefs  to  (wear  away 
honeft  men’s  lives  for  the  fake  of  the  reward,  and  that  is  what 
he  gets  his  livelihood  by.  And  as  for  John  Dyer,  it  is  well 
known  that  he  has  been  an  evidence  before.  Here’s  the  fef- 
fions  paper  that  proves  it.  And  by  the  law  of  England,  no 
man  is  to  be  twice  admitted  an  evidence. 

Jonathan  Wild ,  As  to  Dyer,  it  is  true,  he  has  been  an 
evidence,  but  then  he  was  a  voluntary  evidence,  and  was  not 
charged  with  any  crime. 

Court.  We  know  of  no  fuch  fcatute  as  prohibits  a  man 
from  being  an  evidence  more  Tan  once.  If  the  prifoner 
knows  of  any  fuch,  he  would  do  well  to  produce  it, 

Duce .  You  may  fee  what  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  Dyer, 
hy  what  be  fwore  about  robbing  Mr.  Holms.  For  Mr.  Holms 
fwore  that  Dyer  Hopped  him  firfl,  but  Dyer  fwore  that  we 
flopped  Mr.  Holms  firfl. 

Court .  There  was  a  difagreement  as  to  that  particular, 
and  the  court  will  take  notice  of  it  in  fumming  up  the  evi¬ 
dence. 

James  Butler.  I  have  pleaded  guilty  to  both  the  fails, 
and  thrown  myfelf  upon  the  mercy  of  the  court,  but  William 
Duce  was  not  concerned  in  either  of  them. 

Juilice  Blacker  by.  When  Butler  was  before  me,  he  con- 
felled,  that  himfelf,  Dyer,  and  Duce,  were  all  concerned  in 
thefe  robberies.  I  took  his  confeffion  in  writing,  and  it  is  now 
in  court. 

Court.  It  is  not  material  as  to  Duce,  for  a  prifoner’s  con¬ 
feffion  affeils  none  but  himfelf:  it  will  nof  prove  another  per¬ 
il;  n  either  guilty  or  innocent. 

The  jury  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty  of  both  indict¬ 
ments.  Death . 

An  Account  of  William  Duce  and  James  Butler. 

William  Duce  was  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  born  at  Wolverhampton.  His  education 
was  very  mean ;  he  came  up  to  London  to  leek  his  fortune, 
but  foon  run  into  the  debt  of  one  — —  Allum,  who  arrefUd 
him,  and  threw  him  into  Newgate,  where  he  was  confined 
about  fifteen  months.  During  the  time  of  his  imprifonment, 

he 
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he  was  very  diligent  in  cultivating  an  acquaintance  with  moll 
of  the  felons  in  the  jail,  and  in  learning  all  the  roguery  they 
could  teach  him. 

Soon  after  his  coming  out  of  Newgate,  he  put  in  practice 
what  had  been  taught  him. 

In  December  722,  he  and  another  (whom  he  would  not 
name)  flopped  a  gentleman  in  Chelfea  Fields,  and  robbed  him 
of  three  or  four  guineas.  With  two  more  (whofe  names  he 
would  not  mention)  he  robbed  another  perfon  in  St.  James’s- 
Park,  and  with  John  Dyer  he  robbed  a  man  upon  Tower-hill. 

In  Tottenharn-Court  road,  Duce,  Dyer,  and  Rice,  robbed 
a  gentleman  of  a  gold  watch,  which  they  did  without  any 
trouble,  for  the  gentleman  was  drunk,  and  had  fell  from  his 
horfe. 

The  fifth  facEI  of  this  kind  which  Duce  was  concerned  in, 
was  that  of  robbing  Mr.  Holms  in  Chelfea  Fields.  Duce  de¬ 
clared,  that  Dyer  cheated  him  and  his  other  two  companions, 
Rice  and  Butler,  of  their  fnares  of  the  guinea  and  two-pence, 
which  he  took  from  Mr.  Holms,  notwithftanding  that  Dyer 
fwore  at  the  trial,  that  he  gave  Butler  half  a  guinea, 

Duce  and  two  others,  in  the  road  to  Chelfea,  robbed  three 
men  together ;  but  he  knew  not  who  they  were,  nor  remem¬ 
bered  what  money  was  taken  from  them. 

In  the  fame  road  he  and  Dyer  robbed  two  men  and  a  wo¬ 
man  in  a  coach.  Dyer  abuied  one  of  the  men  extremely, 
and  took  away  the  woman’s  head  cloaths. 

The  laft  robbery  which  he  committed  near  London,  was  in 
company  with  Butler  and  Dyer,  when  they  robbed  the  hack¬ 
ney  coachman  in  Hampftead  road.  This  was  the  fecond  fa6i 
that  Duce  and  Butler  were  capitally  convicted  of,  as  we  have 
feen  in  the  laft  trial.  Duce  often  faid,  that  neither  hirnielf 
nor  Butler  were  willing  to  rob  this  coachman  ;  but  that  Dyer 
was  refolutely  bent  upon  it,  demanded  the  money,  and  took 
the  half  crown,  and  cheated  them  of  their  fhare,  notwith- 
ilanding  what  he  fwore, upon  the  trial. 

And  farther,  that  it  was  Dyer  who  contrived  the  defign  of 
robbing  the  lady  Chudleigh  in  her  coach,  in  attempting  which 
Jofeph  Rice  was  killed. 

The  former  robberies,  and  this  attempt,  had  made  it  dan¬ 
gerous  for  them  to  flay  longer  in  or  about  London  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  joining  in  confederacy  with  Jack  Meads,  Ned  Wade, 

— - -  Darker,  alias  Darking,  and  other  thorough  -  paced 

rogues,  they  crofled  the  country  to  Hampfhire,  where  they 
committed  a  great  number  of  robberies,  which  were  always 
attended  with  cruelty,  and  fometirnes  with  murder. 

Z  2 
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"Duce  did  not  deny,  that  he  joined  with  them  in  their  bar¬ 
barities  ;  but^  he  endeavoured  to  extenuate  his  guilt-,  by  pre¬ 
tending,  that  the  part  he  performed  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
inclination,  but  he  was  frequently  put  upon  it  by  his  accom- 
piic  s,  Darking,  Wade  and  Mead,  who  never  thought  them- 
felves  fecure  without  murdering  thofe  they  robbed. 

Their  lad  barbarous  action  was  by  a  wood-fide  in  the  Portf- 
mouth  road,  where  they  fell  upon  one  Mr.  Bunch,  dragged 
him  into  the  wood,  and  dripped  hirn  naked.  But  not  fatis- 
fied  with  this,  William  Duce  fired  at  his  head,  the  ball  palled 
through  one  of  his  jaws,  and  lodged  in  ids  mouth.  They 
thought  this  had  done  his  bufinefs,  and  were  going  to  leave 
him,  but  the  man  feeling  the  bullet  in  his  mouth,  turned  his 
face  downward  to  let  it  drop  out.  Butler  perceiving  by  this 
that  he  was  not  quite  dead,  begun  to  charge  another  piftol  to 
difpatch  him ;  upon  which  the  poor  man  railed  himfelf  upon 
bis  knees,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  begged  for  mercy,  but 
finding  the  villain  was  implacable,  he  collected  all  hisftrength, 
&nd  ran  for  his  life,  and  being  better  acquainted  with  the 
way  through  the  wood  than  the  rogues  who  purfued  him,  hq 
happily  made  his  efcape,  and  raifed  a  neighbouring  village. 
Mead,  Wade'  Darking  and  Butler  were  apprehended,  and 
fent  to  Winchefter  gaol.  The  three  former  were  tried,  and 
condemned  at  the  next  affizes  there,  but  Butler  was  removed 
to  Newgate  by  a  habeas  corpus,  and  was  gonvidted  (as  we 
have  feen)  at  the  Old  .Bailey. 

Ihe  Chaplain  clofes  his  Account  with  the  following  Not  a  Bene • 

'  f  i  '  /<  •  '  •  •  •  ■  * 

N.  B.  William  Duce  left  a  letter  with  the  printer  of  the 
dying  fpeeches,  directed  to  the  evidence,  Dyer,  wherein  he 
forgave  him,  as  he  hoped  forgivenefs,  exhorted  him  earneftly 
to  repentance,  and  made  ufe  of  the  beR  perfuafions  he  was 
jiiafter  of,  to  bring  him  to  reflect  upon  what  was  paffed,  and  to 
bid  a  final  adieu  to  fuch  impious  proceedings  as  they  had  been 
iiotorioufly  engaged  in.  And, 

To  the  fame  effedt  almoft,  he  left  another  letter  directed 
to  one  Mr.  R.  ¥7.  whofe  name  he  defired  might  be  conceal¬ 
ed,  being  (as  he  Did)  fully  convinced  he  would  not  be  guilty 
&ny  more  of  fuch  enormous  practices,  and  that  now  his  fhame- 
ful  death  would  effectually  work  a  compleat  convidiion  and 
reformation  in  him. 

ft  .  C  .  .  i  :  s  .  «  - .  i  i  i 

James 


/ 
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James  Butler  left  a  Pa: er  behind  him ,  ivhich  Is  thus  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Ordinary . 

Ihe  following  Confejfons  J.  Butler  gave  to  a  Prifoner  in  New¬ 
gate ,  who  fent  them  to  me ,  ivitnejfed  that  it  was  all  figned  by 

hern ,  viz.  James  Butler. 

44  I  was  born  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Ann,  Soho,  was  put  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  filverfmitb,  whom  I  left  in  fix  months.  1  went 
to  fea,  and  was  bound  (being  a  boy)  to  Capt.  Andrew  Doug¬ 
las,  commander  of  the  Arundel  man  of  war.  Afterwards  I 
went  to  my  father  in  France,  foon  left  him,  and  went  a  voy¬ 
age  to  Bofton  in  New-England,  but  ran  away  from  Captain 
Stew.  Powel,  our  commander,  and  went  to  Nevv-York,  from 
whence  I  failed  out  in  the  Ration  of  a  foremaff  man,  on  board 
the  George  floop,  Capt.  Abline  commander.  I  ran  away 
from  the  faid  floop,  and  went  to  Martinico,  and  failed  there 
In  the  Ration  of  a  iinguift  for  the  French  tongue  in  a  trading 
veffel.  Soon  after,  going  in  another  floop  to  cruize,  I  had  a 
quarrel  with  the  captain,  and  went  to  Jamaica,  and  lived  there 
a  year  in  quality  of  a  clerk,  but  was  then  prefTed  on  board  his 
rnajefty’s  fhip  Mary,  Capt.  Vernon,  commander,  belonged 
to  it  fifteen  months,  and  was  paid  off  at  Portfmoutb,  Auguft 
26,  1721. 

46  Being  foon  after  put  into  Newgate, ®when  I  got  out,  I  got 
acquainted  with  John  Dyer,  William  Duce,  and  Jofeph  Rice, 
with  whom  on  the  27th  of  April,  1723,  I  robbed  in  the  fields 
near  Che’fea :  then  we  robbed  two  men  in  the  road  between 
that  place  and  Buckingham  I-Ioufe  :  then  attempted  to  rob  my 
lady  Chudleigh’s  coach  at  the  fame  place,  in  which  adtion  Jo¬ 
feph  Rice  was  (hot.  We  then  robbed  a  coach  in  Tottenham- 
Court  road,  wherein  were  two  men,  a  woman  and  a  child, 
taking  from  them  10  s.  but  John  Dyer  broke  the  woman’s 
head  with  his  piffol,  for  her  tongue,  and  carried  away  her  head- 
cloaths.  VI  e  then  robbed  a  man  in  a  coach  on  the  Hampftead 
road,  and  took  from  him  10  s.  6d. 

44  After  this  I  went  to  a  place  called  Wandfworth,  and 
worked  with  one  Cladins,  a  poor  honeft  man,  till  my  wife 
was  taken  up,  in  order  to  make  her  difcover  where  I  was  5 
and  hereupon  fhe  was  fent  to  Clerken well- Bridewell,  and  I 
was  forced  to  leave  my  place,  and  return  to  robbing. 

44  Edward  Wade,  John  Meads,  Alexander  Games,  Chrif- 
topher  Spigget,  and  myfelf,  attacked  four  gentlemen  onGravef- 
end  road,  and  johh  Meads  fhot  their  Servant  in  the  bread. 
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The  fame  night  we  robbed  a  man,  and  the  fald  John  Meads 
foot  him  too  in  the  breaft,  and  ordering  him  to  go  to  Gravefend, 
after  mounted  on  his  horfe,  he  turned  his  horfe  the  other  way 
from  whence  be  came,  and  fhot  the  man  a  fecond  time  in  the 
face,  the  bullet  lodging  in  his  neck,  fothat  I  hear  he  is  dead. 

ii  We  then  went  to  (  hifwick,  and  Raid  one  night  with 
John  Meads’s  friends,  and  then  went  to  get  fome  fupport.  I 
having  fome  money  due  to  me  from  one  r.  Smitn,  hut  not 
having  wherewith  (through  our  extravagant  living;  to  reach' 
him,  we  about  Farnham  attacked  the  man  whom  I  foot  very 
foolifhly  through  the  cheek,  who  is  fince  recovered. 

64  For  tbefe  cruelties  I  beg  of  all  men  not  to  reflect  upon  any 
of  my  relations  who  are  not  guilty  with  me  ;  in  particular  my 
wife,  who,  after  I  was  married  to  her,  hearing  I  had  before 
been  guilty  of  certain  faffs,  begged  daily  of  me  to  lead  a  fober 
life  :  and  alfo  Mrs.  Raddifon,  1  return  my  laft  thanks  to,  who 
trufled  me  many  pounds,  and  never  would  make  any  demands* 
left  they  ftould  drive  me  to  any  inconveniencies.  I  defire 
that  mercy  of  God  which  I  refufed  to  man.  I  make  attoiio 
ment  with  my  blood.  I  die  a  Roman  Catholic.’5 

Signed  by  me ,  in  the  prefence  of  w  tnejfes , 

James  Butler. 

William  Duce  and  James  Butler  were  hanged  at  Tyburn, 
on  Monday,  Augufl  5,  1723. 
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TT  LIE  A  BETH  ANGIER,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
■  was  indi&ed  for  dealing  a  coat,  a  wig,  and  other  goods, 
value  4I.  the  property  of  John  Stuiker,  in  the^  dwelling  houfe 
of  William  Richards,  March  31,  1723. 

John  Stuiker .  John  Dyer  hired  a  lodging,  in  which  I  had 
left  my  coat  and  wig,  and  fome  other  odd  things.  There 
was  a  woman  came  after  him,  he  Laid  file  was  his  After.  They 
went  av/ay  the  next  morning,  and  took  my  goods  along 
with  them. 

John  Dyer.  When  I  had  taken  this  lodging,  the  prifoner 
afked  me  if  I  had  got  nothing  that  was  good  in  it.  I  told 
her  there  were  fuch  and  fuch  things  ;  and  upon  that  fhe  faid 
fne  would  come  and  help  to  fetch  them  away ;  and  fhe  was 
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as  good  as  her  word.  She  carried  off  the  coat,  and  feme  other 
odd  matters,  and  I  took  the  wig. 

Prifoner.  I  know  nothing  of  the  faCI. 

Court.  Have  you  any  witneffes  ? 

Prifoner .  Yes,  here  is  one  to  my  reputation. 

Court  to  the  IVitnefs.  What  is  the  prifoners  general  cha¬ 
racter  ? 

IVitnefs.  I  know  no  harm  of  her.  It  is  true  (he  was  a  re¬ 
ceiver  of  Rolen  goods. 

Court .  And  you  think  there  was  no  harm  in  that  ? 

Prifoner .  I  do  not  deny  but  1  kept  a  bawdy  houfe,  and 
fometimes  a  few  odd  things  were  left  in  my  care  ;  but  then 
I  never  wronged  man,  woman,  or  child. 

The^jury  found  ,  her  guilty  to  the  value  of  lod.  Tranf- 
fortation. 
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TjUMPHRY  ANGIER,  of  the  Parifh  of  Horn  fey,  was 
indiCIed  for  affaulting  Martin  Lewin,  gent,  on  the  high¬ 
way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  feven  guineas, 
and  fixteen  (hillings  in  fiiver,  on  the  twenty-third  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1720. 

At  the  prifoner ’s  defire,  the  witneffes  were  examined  apart. 

Mr.  Leiuin ,  the  city  marfhal.  About  live  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  on  the  23d  of  December  was  two  years,  as  I  was 
riding  to  Muzzle-hill,  in  the  middle  of  the  lane  betwixt 
Highgate  and  Hornfey,  I  faw  two  men  on  foot  before  me. 
They  were  in  brownifh  coloured  coats,  their  hats  were  flap¬ 
ped,  and  they  Rood  in  fuch  a  fufpicious  poRure,  that  I  was 
apprehenfive  they  were  foct-pads,  and  had  feme  thoughts  of 
turning  back;  but  at  laR  refolved  to  venture.  I  rode  for¬ 
ward,  and  as  foon  as  I  came  up  to  them,  they  both  flew  at 
my  horfe.  John  Dyer,  (who  was  one  of  them)  catcbed  hold 
of  the  bridle,  and  the  other  (who  was  the  prifoner)  took  hold 
of  my  leg,  and  was  going  to  throw  me  over  my  bode  ;  but 
upon  my  defiring  him  not  to  do  fo,  and  telling  him  that  I 
would  voluntarily  alight,  he  defifled,  and  I  got  off  immedi¬ 
ately.  Then  they  clapped  piAols  to  my  break.  They  were 
large  piAols  with  brafs  caps.  I  defired  them  to  take  away 
the  piAols,  and  I  would  give  them  what  money  I  had  about 
me.  I  gave  Dyer  feven  guineas,  and  told  him  that  was  all ; 
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but  he  kneeling  down,  broke  ofFihe  buttons  of  my  breeches* 
and  found  fixteen  or  feventeen  fhillings  more*  which  in  the 
hurry  I  was  in,  I  had  really  forgot;  upon  this  they  damned 
me ;  and  threatened  to  flioot  me  through  the  head,  for  telling 
them  a  lye,  and  indeed  I  was  afraid  of  feme  mifehief,  though 
it  might  be  done  undehgnedly,  for  they  rattled  their  piftcls 
very  much  about  me.  Dyer  props  fed  to  cut  my  horfe’s 
bridle,  but  I  prevailed  with  them  not  to  do  it,  becaufe  the 
lane  was  very  dirty,  and  1  fnould  find  it  very  difficult  to  get 
along. 

O 

Court.  Was  it  light  enough  for  you  to  diftinguifh  their 
perfons  ? 

Mr.  Lczuin.  Yes,  it  was.  I  would  not  fwear  too  pofi- 
lively  ;  but  1  verily  believe  that  Angier  was  one  of  thofe  that 
robbed  me. 

John  Dyer .  The  prifoner  and  I  flopped  the  gentleman  in 
the  lane  betwixt  Highgate  and  Hornfey,  I  feized  the  bridle, 
and  Angier  went  to  throw  him  off,  but  the  gentleman  got  off' 
readily,  and  then  we  clapped  our  piflols  to  his  bread:,  and  hid 
him  deliver.  He  gave  me  feven  guineas,  and  then  the  pri- 
foner  took  feme  filver  out  of  his  pocket. 

Court.  Are  you  fure  it  was  the  prifoner  did  that  ? 

Dyer.  Yes. 

Court.  The  profeeutor  fays  it  was  you. 

Dyer.  Then  the  gentleman  was  mifiaken* 

Profeeutor.  I  think  it  was  Dyer. 

Dyer »  No,  I  will  affure  you  it  was  Angier.  And  he  would 
have  (hot  the  gentleman  for  not  giving  him  the  filver,  and 
would  have  taken  away  his  horfe  too,  but  I  would  not  agree 
to  either.  When  we  left  the  gentleman,  we  got  over  the 
hedge,  and  fo  went  off. 

Prifoner.  I  had  no  hand  in  this  robbery.  At  the  time  it 
was  committed,  I  had  not  the  leaf!  acquaintance  with  this 
rogue,  Dyer :  I  had  not  fo  much  as  feen  the  fellow’s  face » 
and  what  he  fwears  now  is  only  for  the  fake  of  the  reward. 

Dyer.  My  lord,  he  and  I  are  old  acquaintance,  and  have 
robbed  together  long  before  we  robbed  this  gentleman. 

Prifoner .  You  will  fwear  any  thing,  or  elfe  you  would 
never  have  fworn  to  this  robbery,  when  you  know  in  your 
own  confcience,  (if  you  have  any)  that  neither  you  nor  I 
could  be  guilty  of  it ;  for,  at  that  time,  we  were  both  in  New¬ 
gate  together,  upon  fufpicion  of  another  robbery. 

Court.  Then  it  feem*  you  had  fome  fmall  acquaintance 
with  him  at  that  time.  Keeper  !  fee  for  the  books  belonging 
to  the  gaol,  that  this  matter  may  be  cleared  up. 
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Then  the  books  were  brought  into  court,  and  upon  fearch- 
ing  them,  it  appeared,  that  the  time  when  Dyer  and  Angier 
were  fent  to  Newgate  together,  was  near  three  quarters  of  a 
year  diftant  from  the  time  when  Mr.  Lewin  was  robbed. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death. 

Humphry  Angler  was  a  fecond  time  indidled  for  aflault- 
ing  John  Sibley  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
taking  from  him  nine  (hillings  and  fix-pence  in  money,  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  September,  in  the  year  17 11. 

Edward  Herring ,  a  waggoner.  As  I  was  driving  the  wag¬ 
gon  between  Knightfbridge  and  Hyde- park-corner,  two  men 
called  me  by  my  name,  and  bid  me  flop.  I  ftopped  accord¬ 
ingly^  and  then  they  commanded  John  Sibley  to  come  out  of 
the  waggon,  and  when  he  got  down,  they  robbed  him  of  nine 
(hillings  and  fix-pence.  But  1  cannot  (wear  to  the  perfons 
that  did  this;  for  it  was  between  two  and  three  o’clock  in 
ihe  morning,  and  very  dark. 

Court.  How  long  ago  was  this  ?  ' 

V/aggoner.  It  was  about  this  time  twelve  years. 

John  Dyer.  The  prifoner  and  I  flopped  a  waggon  near 
Hyd e-park- corner,  and  robbed  Mr.  Sibley  of  nine  or  tea 
(hillings. 

Court .  Did  you  rob  him  in  the  waggon  ? 

Dyer.  No,  we  made  him  come  out. 

Court.  What  time  was  this. done? 
r  in  the  morning. 

Court.  How  long  ago  ? 

Dyer.  About  ten  years. 

Court.  The  waggoner  fays  twelve  years. 

Dyer.  Twelve  years?  Let  me  fee.  Yes,  I  believe  I 
have  been  in  a  miftake,  it  might  be  twelve  years.  Bat  it  be¬ 
ing  fo  long  ago,  I  do  not  remember  the  time  exactly  ;  though 
I  could  have  been  very  pundlual,  if  I  had  had  my  pocket-book 
here  ;  but  I  bad  the  misfortune  to  lofe  it.  For  in  that  book 
I  had  entered  down  a  particular  account  of  all  the  robberies 
I  was  ever  concerned  in,  and  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
in  which  they  were  committed. 

J  j 

Court.  What  was  your  defign  in  keeping  fuch  a  journal  ? 
Was  it,  that  upon  the  perufal  of  your  robberies,  you  might 
the  more  particularly  repent  of  them. 

Dyer.  No,  I  thought  nothing  of  repentance;  but  I  did 
it  to  fave  myfelf  from  the  gallows,  that  I  might  be  the  more 
exadl  whenever  I  (hould  have  an  opportunity  of  fec.uring  my 
5  A  a  own 
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own  life,  by  becoming  an  evidence  again#  my  companions 
1  he  fame  day  that  the  prifoner  and  1  robbed  Mr.  Sibley,  wet 
went  to  Southwark  fair,  and  from  thence  to  Black-heath, 
where  we  committed  another  robbery ;  but  were  fo  clofely 
purfued,  that  I  was  obliged  to  fhoot  the  purfuer’s  horfe,  after 
which,  with  much  difficulty,  we  made  our  efcape. 

Prifoner.  God  grant  that  I  may  find  no  mercy  in  this- 
world,  or<  the  world  to  come,  if  I  was  any  ways  concerned  in 
either  of  the  robberies  which  I  am  now  tried  for. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

An  Account  of  Humfhry  Angier. 

Humphry  Angier  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  a  village  not  ma¬ 
ny  miles  from  Dublin ;  but  while  he  was  pretty  young,  hit 
parents  removed  from  thence  to  Cork,  where  they  put  him 
apprentice  to  a  cooper,  though  to  very  little  purpofe  \  for  he 
would  never  mind  his  work  ;  but  getting  acquainted  with  a 
parcel  of  fhabby  ioofe  fellows,  he  would  not  only  neglect  his 
bufinefs  in  the  day,  but  lie  from  home  two  or  three  nights  in 
a  week  ;  and,  before  he  had  ferved  a  quarter  of  his  time,  he 
left  his  mailer’s  fervice  entirely. 

Had  he  left  the  town  too  at  the  fame  time,  the  old  cooper 
bad  been  well  enough  fatisfied  with  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  fervant ; 
but,  inflead  of  fo  doing,  he  lurked  up  and  down  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  for  two  or  three  years  longer  :  fo  that,  during  that 
time,  his  mallei’  was  under  frequent  apprehenlions  of  having 
his  houfe  broke  open  one  night  or  other,  by  him  or  his  com¬ 
panions. 

Old  Angier,  perceiving  no  hopes  of  reclaiming  his  fon,  fo 
long  as  he  kept  fuch  company,  refolved  to  feparate  him  from 
them,  and  accordingly  carried  him  over  to  England. 

Humphry  was  now  about  eighteen,  and  neither  having  nor 
defiring  any  hone#  employment,  he  fauntered  up  and  down, 
pilfering,  cheating,  and  running  in  debt,  till  he  was  in  great 
clanger  of  being  fent  to  jail,  and  then  he  enlilfed  himfclf  for 
a  foldier.  It  being  then  the  time  of  the  late  rebellion  in  Scot¬ 
land,  he  was  in  hopes  of  being  fent  thither,  as  thinking  he 
fhould  have  a  fine  opportunity  of  railing  his  fortune,  by  pil¬ 
laging  the  country  people,  which,  as  he  was  a  foldier,  he  fancied 
he  might  do  with  impunity.  But,  though  he  went,  he  did 
not  fucceed  as  heexpedled. 

At  his  return  he  fell  into  company  with  Will.  Duce,  by  the 
advantage  of  wbofe  convcrfation  he  very  much  improved  his 
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«wn  talent  for  roguery.  Duce  had  a  fitter,  who  was  a  very  in- 
du ttrious  young  woman  in  her  calling,  which  was  that  of  2l  but¬ 
tock  and  file .*  This  double  accomplittiment  made|her  fo  agree¬ 
able  in  Angier’s  eyes,  that  he  thought  he  fhould  never  have  a 
more  fuitable  help-mate.  The  motion  was  no  fooner  made  , 
than  agreed  to,  and  fo  he  conducted  her  to  a  gin-chop  in  the 
Fleet,  where  they  were  married. 

Soon  after  he  was  married  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Vigo, 
with  the  regiment  he  belonged  to.  He  took  his  yoke-fellow 
with  him ;  but  they  did  not  ftay  long  there  ;  for  moft  of  the 
Spaniards  had  run  away  before  the  regiment  came,  fo  that  their 
chief  bufinefs  was  to  demolifh  and  plunder,  which,  being  foon 
done,  they  returned  to  England. 

And  now,  having  procured  his  difeharge,  he  got  acquainted 
with  William  Mead,  James  Butler,  and  others  of  their  gang  ; 
but  he'  declared,  he  never  could  approve  of  the  cruelty  they 
were  commonly  guilty  of,  in  (hooting,  or  otherwife  abufing 
thofe  they  robbed  ;  and  therefore  he  often  declined  going  out 
with  them  ;  and  in  particular,  when  they  went  into  Kent,  at 
■which  time  (as  he  afterwards  found)  he  had  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  reafon  to  be  glad,  that  he  did  not  bear  them  company. 

For,  foon  after  their  return  from  London,  Mead  and  Butler 
came  to  him  one  evening,  and  gave  him  a  particular  account 
of  all  the  robberies  they  had  committed  fince  they  faw  him. — 
“But  (fays  Mead)  the  beft  fun  of  all,  was  with  a  fmooth- 
Tc’d  {hoemaker  that  we  overtook  in  Dover  road.  Weafked 
him  how  far  he  was  going  ?  He  told  us  he  was  juft  married, 
and  was  going  hometo  his  friends ;  and,  after  a  little  more  dif- 
courfe,  weperfuaded  him  to  turn  out  of  the  road  to  look  for  a 
bird  Vneft  j  but,  as  foon  as  we  had  got  him  into  a  bye-place,  we 
bound  him,  gagg’d  him,  and  robbed  him,  and  then  we  were 
going  away  ;  but  I  was  minded  to  have  a  little  diverfion  with 
poor  Peel-garlick,  and  fo  I  clapt  a  piftol  to  his  head,  and  fhot 
his  brains  out.” 

What  aggravates  the  horror  of  this  a<Yion  is,  that  it  was  not 
done  becaufe  they  had  been  refitted,  or  were  in  any  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  purfued,  nor  even  for  the  fake  of  revenge,  but  merely  for 
fport.  And,  to  hear  the  villain,  who  had  committed  fuch  a 
barbarity,  boaft  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  mutt  be  extremely 
{hocking  to  anyone  that  has  not  loft  all  remains  of  humanity.  No 
wonder  then  if  Angier  told  him,  that  cruelty  was  not  courage, 
.2nd  would  never  after  fit  down,  or  drink  in  jus  company. 

About  this  time  Angi-r  and  his  wife  fet  up  an  .alehqojfe  by 
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Charing-crofs,  which  they  made  not  only  a  caje^  but  a 
that  is,  not  only  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  thieves,  but  a  maga¬ 
zine  for  Rolen  goods.  And  now  he  became  acquainted  with 
Valentine  Carrick,  Daniel  Carrol,  William  Lock,  f  homas 
Milkfop,  and  feverai  others.  We  have  given  an  account  of 
fome  of  the  former  already. 

About  half  a  year  after  this  trial,  Angler  himfelf  was  brought 
to  the  bar  :  for  lie  went  out  one  day  with  a  brother  foldier  to 
fee  the  execution  of  Maurice  Fitzgerald  f,  and  did  not  return 
home  till  four  the  next  morning.  During  his  abfence,  a 
Dutchwoman,  who  frequented  his  houfe,  picked  up  a  gentle¬ 
man,  afld  carried  him  thither,  where  (lie  made  him  drunk, 
and  then  robbed  him  of  his  watch  and  money,  left  him  a  keep, 
and  went  off.  Pie  kept  till  Angier  came  home,  and  then 
waking,  and  finding  himfelf  in  a  ft  range  place,  with  empty 
pockets,  he  charged  Angier  and  his  maid  with  rifling  him. 
Upon  this  they  were  carried  before  a  juftice,  and  committed 
to  the  Gate-houfe  ;  but,  at  the  next  fefftons,  which  was  in  w 
September,  1720,  the  grand  jury  returning  the  bill  ignoramus, 
they  were  both  difeharged  without  coming  to  a  trial. 

It  was  but  at  the  preceding  feffions  in  July,  1720,  that  his 
wife  (Elizabeth  Angier)  was  indicted  for  privately  ftealing  a 
fiver  watch,  value  4I,  and  a  guinea  and  a  half,  from  the  per- 
fori  of  Patrick  Plarefoot,  June  the  20th,  but,  the  evidence 
not  being  fufficient,  the  jury  acquitted  her. 

And  in  Jan.  1720-1,  Plumphry  Angier,  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
and  William  Duce,  were  indidted  for  akaulting  Rofe  Turner, 
putting  her  in  fear,  and  taking  from  her  a  gold  ring,  and  four 
guineas.  But  the  jury,  upon  hearing  the  evidence,  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  there  was  nothing  more  in  the  matter  than  a  drunken 
quarrel,  acquitted  the  prif  ners.  * 

Not  long  after  this,  Humphry  Angier  and  John  Dyer,  were 
taken  upon  fufpicion  of  a  robbery  (as  we  have  feen  in  Angler’s 
trial)  but  no  body  appearing  to  profecute,  they  were  dif¬ 
eharged. 

So  many  difakers  coming  almoft  together  obliged  him  to 
quit  his  ale-houfe  :  for,  though  at  fir  ft  fetting  up,  he  enter¬ 
tained  a  great  deal  of  ill  company,  yet  as  it  was  not  publicly 
known,  he  had  fome  trade  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  his  houfe 
by  degrees  grew  fo  fcandalous,  that  no  h.oneft  man  would  be 
feen  in  it  $  and  though  he  and  his  wife  had  hitherto  been  al- 

f  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Gent,  was  condemned  in  July,  1720,  and  banged 
at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Auguft  15,  172c,  for  the  murder  of  Peter  Parry,  a 
watchman,  at  the  end  of  Cecil- flreet. 
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wavs  acquitted,  yet  the  expenccs  they  were  at  in  hirin':  wit- 
neflcs,  and  compounding  with  profecutors,  and  being  at  the 
fame  time  obliged  to  trull:  their  c  deeds  to  the  care  of  fervants, 
who  were  none  of  the  moil  honed,  had  reduced  them  to 
poverty. 

But  foon  after  they  had  left  this  houfe,  they  took  ano¬ 
ther  in  Short’s-Gardens,  by  Drury -Lane,  where  they  kept  a 
little  gin-diop,  and  entertained  the  fame  fort  of  company  as 
before. 

They  had  not  been  here  long  before  Elizabeth  Angler 
was  committed  to  Newgate,  for  dealing  a  filver  hiked 
fword  from  Mr.  Murrock,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1721. 
Before  the  end  of  the  year  her  hufband  was  once  more  fen  t  to 
the  fame  place  :  for,  in  December,  1721, 

Humphry  Angier,  and  Nathaniel,  alias  William  Armdrong, 
were  indidled  for  aflaulting  Richard  Philpot  on  the  high¬ 
way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  filver 
watch,  value  feven  pounds,  a  broad-piece,  and  a  guinea, 
November  23,  1721 .  But  for  want  of  evidence  they  were 
acquitted. 

As  Angier  had  been  a  very  notorious  thief  himfelf,  and 
befides  had  large  acquaintance  among  thofe  of  the  fame 
occupation,  a  great  many  people  who  had  had  their  pockets, 
picked  of  fnufF-boxes,  watches,  and  other  things,  applied 
to  him  in  Newgate,  foon  after  he  was  committed,  in  hopes, 
at  lead,  of  hearing  fome  news  of  what  they  had  lofi.  To 
thefe  his  anfvver  was  commonly  to  this  effect  :  I  was  never 
fo  mean  fpirited  as  to  fubmit  to  picking  pockets ;  nor  did  any 
of  my  comrades  meddle  with  that  branch,  except  Hugh 
Kelly,  and  he  indeed  was  as  good  a  hand  as  ever  dived  ;  but 
then  he  was  fit  for  little  elfe,  and  therefore  we  ufual’y  em¬ 
ployed  him  in  that  part.  It  is  true,  one  night  he  robbed  a 
woman  of  a  fhroud,  and  that  was  the  lad  fact  he  did  :  for  he 
was  taken  immediately,  tried,  and  condemned  for  it  ;  but  he 
was  afterwards  reprieved,  and  tranfported  to  America,  wh  re 
as  I  have  been  told,  he  leads  an  honed,  indudrious  life.  I 
know  that  WilKLock  put  me  once  into  his  information  for 
picking  a  gentleman’s  pocket  of  a  watch,  as  he  was  coming 
one  Sunday  out  of  Covent-Garden  church  with  the  red  or  the 
congregation  a  few  years  ago,  but  Lock  has  fince  recol- 
ledled  himfelf,  and  declared  that  he  believes  that  the  fact  was 
done  by  Kelly. 

One  evening  Angier  and  Milkfop,  who  lived  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  attacked  a  coach  in  which  were  a  gentleman  and  two 
voung  ladies,  ii?  the  road  a  little  on  this  tide  of  St.  Albans. 

The 
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The  coachman  refufmg  to  (lop  at  the  word  of  command., 
they  knocked  him  off  the  box,  threw  him  under  the  coach',, 
and  fhot  one  of  the  horfes.  Then  they  not  only  robbed 
the  gentleman  and  ladies,  but  treated  the  latter  in  a  very 
rude,  and  immodeft  manner.  When  Angier  confefTed  this, 
lie  endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf  by  affirming  he  was  drunk 
at  that  time. 

He  often  afferted  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  John 
Dyer,  fo  early  as  the  year  1711,  and  confequently  was  not 
guilty  of  robbing  Mr.  Sibley  ;  but  that  their  acquaintance 
began  fomething,  though  not  much  later,  at  the  houfe  of  one 
Strickland,  in  the  Old-Bailey,  Angier,  it  feems,  had  fre¬ 
quented  that  houfe  but  a  little  while  before  he  took  notice  of  a 
man  who  appeared  now  and  then,  but  always  muffled  up  in 
a  great  coat,  and  looking  very  ihy.  Upon  obferving  this,  he 
one  day  took  an  opportunity  of  alking  Strickland  who  that 
man  was  ?  Strickland  anfwered,  44  his  name  is  Dyer,  he  is 
under  a  cloud  about  (hooting  a  gentleman’s  footman,  and 
therefore  he  conceals  himfelf  here  all  day,  and  lodges  at  ano¬ 
ther  houfe  at  night,”  Angier  fwore  he  (hould  be  glad  of  his 
company,  and  Strickland  foon  brought  them  together.  They 
quickly  agreed  to  be  joint  adventurers,  audit  was  not  long  before 
they  tried  their  fortunes  upon  Black- heath,  where  they  met  with 
Several  prizes,  though  none  very  conliderable.  Angier  after¬ 
wards  got  feveral  other  companions,  with  whom  he  robbed  in 
mo  ft  of  the  roads  near  London. 

Long  he  continued  in  this  courfc  of  wickednefs,  though  he 
was  all  the  while  a  ftranger  to  any  thing  of  real  plea- 
fure  ;  but  at  laft  quite  wearied  with  the  continual  uneafi- 
nefs  attending  fuch  a  life,  he  refolved  to  repent,  and  not  only 
(hake  off  his  old  companions,  but  ever!  to  forfake  his  owr 
houfe,  and  his  wife,  though,  as  he  faid,  he  loved  her  too  well 
to  be  happy.  To  do  this,  he  again  inlifted  himfelf  for  a  foldier3 
and  was  quartered  at  Henley  upon  Thames,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  a  conftderable  time,  and  if  he  may  be  credited,  lived 
very  honeftly,  and  behaved  himfelf  fo  well  that  he  gained  the 
rtefpedfc  not  only  of  his  officers,  but_of  feveral  fubftantial 
Loufe-keepers.  Some  of  thefe  when  he  was  apprehended 
came  after  him  to  London,  to  do  him  what  fervice  they 
could';  and  his  officers  frankly  promised  to  take  him  again, 
if  he  (hould  happen  to  be  cleared.  After  his  condemnation 
Ire  appeared  very  penitent :  he  often  with  tears  reflected  on 
the  miferable  condition  his  vices  had  reduced  him  to:  44  My 
father,  fays  he,  who  was  a  penfioner  in  Chelfea-College,  is 
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lately  dead  with  grief,  occafloned  by  my  ill  courfes :  my  wife 
is  now  a  prifoner  in  this  goal,  and  lies  for  tranfportation  ;  and 
my  friends  are  all  either  fled  beyond  fea  or  executed  ; 
and  I  myfelf,  who  am  now  in  a  fick  and  languifhing  con¬ 
dition,  mufl  quickly  follow  the  laft  in  the  fame  fhameful 
manner.  ” 

A  day  or  two  before  his  execution  he  pretty  well  recovered 
his  health,  and  declared,  that  he  was  then  much  eafler  un¬ 
der  his  misfortunes,  and  willing  to  refign  this  life,  in  a  ftrong 
hope  to  obtain  a  better. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  delivered  a  paper  to  the  Or¬ 
dinary,  containing  what  follows  : 

“  I  eonfefs,  with  great  grief,  that  I  have  been  extremely 
guilty  of  difobedience  to  my  parents,  which  I  believe  was  the 
flrft  caufe  of  my  unhappinefs.  I  was-  not  acquainted  with 
John  Dyer  till  about  nine  months  after  Mr.  Sibley 
was  robbed.  I  have  committed  many  robberies,  but  never 
any  murder-  I  juftly  merit  the  fliameful  death  I  mull 
fuffer.  I  beg  all  young  men  to  be  warned  by  me,  and  re¬ 
ject  the  folicitations  of  vicious  companions-** 

After  the  prayers-  were  ended,  he  fpoke  a  few  words 
to  the  mob,  telling  them  he  had  been  a  notorious  of¬ 
fender,  and  deiiring  them  to  pray  for  him, - But 

he  did  not  eonfefs  either  of  the  two  robberies  he  was  con¬ 
victed  of. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday  September  9, 
*723>  V1  29th  year  of  his  age. 
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RICHARD  WHITING,  and  JOHN  MACKEY,  alias 
MAGGIE,  for  Felony.  Odiober,  1723. 

p  I  CHARD  WHITING,  and  John  Mackey ,  of 
St.  Giles’s  in  the  Fields,  were  inditfted  for  flealing  a  fiF 
ver  cup,  a  fdver  tea-pot,  a  pair  of  filler  candlefticks,  and 
other  plate,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  the  goods 
Thomas  Saunderfon,  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Charles  Saun¬ 
derfon,  Efq;  Auguft  21. 

Richard  Wilkin  fan.  I  lodge  within  two  or  three  doors 
of  the  profecutor’s  houfe.  The  prifoner,  W hiring,  came 
running  into  my  room,  where  I  was  at  work,  and  fa  id,  he 
fhould  be  hanged,  for  he  had  beers  out  all  night.  I  anfwered. 
You  need  not  be  in  fuch  a  fright  upon  t^at  account,  for  there 
are  more  maflers  than  parifn  churches.  The  next  time  I  faw 
him,  I  afked  him  how  he  came  off,  and  he  anfwered?  vey 
well.  I  replied,  I  am  glad  of  it.  After  this,  as  I  was 
Handing  at  a  cobler’s  door,  Whiting  afked  me  to  go  along 
with  him  to  buy  fome  leather  to  mend  his  fhoes ;  and  I  went 
with  him.  We  called  at  a  houfe  to  drink  :  there  he  told  me 
that  he  could  get  500  1.  if  land  Mackey,  the  other  prifoner, 
would  aflift  him  in  the  affair.  I  afked  him  how  it  could  be 
done,  and  he  faid  very  eafily. 

Soon  after  this  we  all  three  met  in  a  private  room  at  ano- 

'  ther  ale -houfe,  where  we  confulted  about  this  matter. - 

“  Now,  fays  Whiting,  I’ll  tel)  you  how  the  fiery  is:  my 
young  mailer,  Saunderfon,  is  coming  out  of  the  country 
with  200  1.  and  we  have  in  the  houfS  2  or  300  1.  in  plate  ; 
and  we  mud  take  this  method:  as  Mackey  is  a  butcher,  he 
final!  bring  a  bottle  of  blood  on  the  night  appointed,  and  you 
{hall  come  with  him,  and  I’ll  let  you  both  in  :  then  vou  fhall 
gag  Mr.  Saunderfon  and  his  lady,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
family  except  me,  and  in  my  room  you  fhall  throw  this  blood, 
and  trample  it  about,  to  make  a  fhew  as  if  I  had  been  mur¬ 
dered  and  carried  off ;  and  then  we  will  break  fome  of  the 
windows,  to  make  believe  that  the  thieves  caine  in  thay  wv|y.3I 
There  was  no  objection  to  this  project,  only  Mack  ME  id  he 
would  not  be  concerned  in  binding  or  gagging  the  family. 
Then  I  afked  Whiting,  how  we  Ihould  difpo'e  of  ourfelves 
and  the  plate  after  we  had  done  all  this  ?  Why,  fays  he,  we 
will  go  to  New  England,  I  know  the  way  thither.  We  mu  ft 
go  ftrft  to  Poitfmoutbj  and  fo  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and 

there 
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$h:re  we  will  melt  down  the  plate,  which  I  know  how  to  do. 
We  had  two  or  three  confutations  after  this,  and  at  laft  we 
came  to  a  refolution  ;  and  Whiting  appointed  us  to  come  at 
twelve  o’clock  at  night,  and  that  we  might  not  miftake  the 
door,  he  faid,  he  would  mark  it  'with  chalk  :  accordingly  I 
and  Mackey  went  to  the  profecutor’s  houfe  ;  but  Mackty 
would  not  go  in  for  fear,  as  I  fuppofe,  of  being  taken  :  fo  he 
went  and  flood  at  a  diftance  in  Lincoln Vlnn-Fields,  and  I 
went  to  the  door  by  myfelf.  The  footman,  Whiting,  opened 
it,  and  handed  out~the  plate,  bundled  up  in  Mr.  Saunderfon’s 
coat,  as  it  afterwards  appeared  to  be ;  then  he  gave  me  a  pair 
of  piftols,  and  bid  me  take  care  of  them,  for  he  fhould  have 
cccafion  for  them.  As  loon  as  I  had  got  thofe  things,  1  went 
away  into  Lincoln’s-Xnn-Fielbs  to  look  for  Mackey  5  but  not 
finding  him  at  the  place  where  hq  faid  he  would  wait,  I  thong!  t 
he  had  been  gone;  but  after  I  had  called  him  two  or  three 
times  he  came.  I  told  him  I  had  got  fomething,  and  afked 
him  to  go  along  with  me  :  he  agreed,  and  we  .went  together 
into  the  fields,  where  we  {laid  till  break  of  day,  and  then 
having  ooened  the  bundle,  and  examined  what  was  in  it,  we 
made  the  bed  of  our  way  to  Portfmouth,  but  there  we  were 
apprehended. 

Mr.  Lake ,  a  goldffnith  at  Portfmouth.  The  prifoner, 
Mackey,  brought  part  of  the  gripe  of  a  filver  hilled  (word 
to  my  fhop,  and  I  bought  it  of  him.  He  came  again  the  next 
day,  and  begun  to  talk  about  plate.  He  afked  mehow  much  an 
ounce  I  would  give,  and  whether  I  would  give  more  for  it  in 
form  than  v^hen  it  was  melted  down,  for  he  faid,  he  had  got 
a  pretty  deal  to  difpofe  of.  I  had  been  that  morning  at  the 
coffee-houfe,  and  feen  in  one  of  the  public  papers  an  adver- 
tifement  that  Mr.  Saunderfon’s  houfe  had  been  robbed  of  a 
conliderable  quantity  of  plate.  This  gave  me  home  fufpicion 
of  the  prifoner,  and  therefore  T  endeavoured  to  get  what  I 
could  Gut  of  him.  I  enquired  how  he  came  by  the  plate  ? 
He  faid  he  came  home  in  a  fhip  that  had  taken  the  Refolution, 
and  this  plate  was  his  part  of  the  plunder.  I  told  him  a 
neighbour  over  the  way  had  loft  fome  plate,  and  therefore  I 
mult  defire  him  to  ftay  till  I  fent  for  that  neighbour :  but  in- 
ftead  of  that  I  fent  for  Mr.  Harman,  a  juftice  of  peace,  who 
came  and  examined  him,  and  found  his  account  very  incon- 
ftftent.  He  could  not  tell  the  name  of  the  captain,  lieute¬ 
nant,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  fhip  he  faid  he  belonged  to, 
upon  which  the  juftice  committed  him  to  prifon,  And  as  in 
examining  him,  we  had  taken  notice  of  fome  expreffions  he  had 
dropped  about  another  perfon  that  was  concerned  in  the  plate, 
5  B  b  and 
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and  fome  he  had  given  of  the  place  where  they  both  lodged? 
we  went  and  found  out  the  houfe,  and  apprehended  the  evi¬ 
dence,  Wilkinfon.  The  land-lady  told  us  that  they  always 
kept  their  charnber-door  locked,  and  would  never  fufFer  any 
body  but  themfelves  to  go  into  it.  This  encreafed  our  fuf- 
picion,  and  therefore  we  demanded  of  Wilkinfon  to  fliew  us 
into  his  room.  He  faid  he  would  do  that  with  all  his  heart, 
and  fo  carried  us  into  another  room  on  the  fame  floor :  the 
land-lady  told  us  that  was  not  their  room,  but  the  next  was. 
So  we  went  into  the  next  and  fear ched  all  about,  but  could 
find  nothing,  till  we  examined  an  old  chefl:  of  drawers.  We 
pulled  out  all  the  drawers  till  we  came  to  the  bottom  one, 
and  that  was  fo  heavy,  that  we  could  hardly  get  it  open  ; 
but  there  we  found  the  plate.  Then  Wilkinfon  and  Mackey 
were  both  committed -to  Winchefter  jail,  and  notice  was  fen t 
to  the  profecutor.  ✓ 

The  plate,  piflols,  and  other  goods  were  produced  in  court, 
and  fworn  to  by  the  profecutor. 

Richard  Whiting .  I  cannot  deny  that  I  was  concerned  in 
this  fad,  but  I  was  perfuaded  to  it  by  Wilkinfon,  who  has 
been  an  evidence  againft  me  :  he,  and  my  fellow  prifoner, 
Mackey,  came  into  the  houfe,  broke  the  bar  of  the  window, 
and  fo  took  away  the  plate. 

John  Mackey.  I  was  neither  aflifting  in,  nor  confenting 
to  the  robbery  ;  but  having  been  drinking  with  Wilkinfon,  I 
took  a  walk  with  him  afterwards  into  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields, 
where  he  defired  me  to  wait  for  him  while  he  ftepped  a  little 
way  to  fpeak  with  a  friend  :  I  thought  nothing  of  his  going 
to  break  a  houfe,  nor  did  I  know  what  he  had  with  him  when 
he  came  back,  butafking  me  to  go  alongjvith  him,  he  carried 
me  two  or  three  miles  into  the  fields. 

Whiting’s  confeflion  having  been  taken  in  writing,  was 
read  in  court,  and  feveral  witnefies  depofed,  that  when 
Mackey  was  examined,  he  confefted  that  he  knew  of  the  de- 
fign,  and  went  with  Wilkinfon  to  aflifl,  though  he  did  not 
enter  the  houfe. 

The  jury  found  them  both  guilty  of  the  indidment. 
Death. 

An  Account  of  Richard  W hiding. 

Richard  Whiting  was  born  in  Somerfetfbire,  where  he  lived 
with  his  parents  till  he  was  upwards  of  twenty  years  old  his 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  having  fufkcient  bufmefs  to  keep 

him 
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him  employed.  He  was  his  mother’s  darling,  and,  when  (lie 
died,  he  could  not  endure  to  live  at  home  any  longer,  becaufe 
he  fancied  his  father  {hewed  lefs  affeHion  to  him  than  to  his 
iifler.  This,  he  f.dd,  was  all  the  occafion  of  his  leaving  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  not  any  ill  adfion  that  he  had  committed, 
though  he  afterwards  wifhed  he  had  lived  and  died  where  he 
was  born. 

The  firil  place  he  went  to  was  Bath,  where  he  worked 
for  a  gardiner,  and  might  have  lived  happily.  But,  having 
once  left  home,  his  mind  was  continually  roving  ;  fo,  going  with 
his  mailer  thirty  miles  towards  London,  to  repair  a  garden  for 
a  clergyman,  he  told  his  mailer,  that  he  had  a  great  inclination 
to  try  his  fortune  at  London.  His  mailer  thereupon,  fo  well 
recommended  him,  that,  at  his  arrival,  he  was  immediately 
hired  by  a  counfellor  at  law7,  and  continued  in  his  fervice  till 
greater  wages  induced  him  to  move  to  Mr  Sauoderfon’s.  Here, 
he  Baid ,  he  ferved  the  beil  of  mailers,  and  lived  very  happi¬ 
ly  ;  but  keeping  ill  company  had  ruined  him,  for,  coming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  two  Iriihmen,  Wilkinfon  and  Mackey,  thev 
prevailed  with  him  to  act  that  wicked  and  ungrateful  part,  for 
which  he  was  now'  defervediy  to  fairer  death  ;  though  he  had 
fpent  two  nights  without  Deep,  before  he  came  to  a  refolution. 
of  being  fo  treacherous  to  his  benefadlor  :  but  he  had  had 
for  a  good  while  fome  thoughts  of  going  beyond  fea,  as  foon 
as  he  could  raife  a  little  money  ;  and,  they  ilarting  thisdeiign, 
he  thought  he  had  then  a  fair  opportunity  of  going  over  to 
America,  and  living  like  a  gentleman.  For  he  had  heard,  that 
a  hundred  pounds  would  purchafe  feveral  hundred  acres  of  land 
there.  And,  as  he  defired  nothing  more  than  to  live  eafy,  and 
free  from  all  manner  of  buhnefs,  he  the  fooner  fell  in  with 
their  meafures,  and  made  the  proportion  of  going  to  New- 
England,  or  Maryland. 

He  was  apprehended  on  fufpicion,  and  committed  to  New- 
Prifon,  before  he  could  follow  his  companions,  but,  as  it  was 
only  on  fufpicion,  a  perfon  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  Hoiborn 
bailed  him  out. 

A  gentleman  afked  him,  why,  when  he  was  in  New-Prifon, 
he  did  not  confefs,  and  difcoyer  his  accomplices  ;  iince,  by  fo 
doing,  he  might  perhaps  have  faved  his  own  life.  He  anfwered, 
that  hip  companions  were  gone  he  knew  not  whither,  and  he 
thought  it  impoffible  to  find' them,  fo  that  he  was  airaid,  if  he 
had  confeil,  he  ihould  have  been  fent  to  Newgate,  and  foon 
after  hanged. 

During  the  time  he  lay  under  fentence,  he  behaved  himfelf 
With  a  great  deal  of  ferioufnefs,  attended  the  public  prayers. 

B  b  2  with 


with  much  devotion,  and  endeavoured  to  underhand  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  facrarnent,  and  to  prepare  himfeif  for  the  reception 
of  it^and  the  nearer  he  approached  to  his  death,  the  more 
eafy  and  compofed  he  appeared.  At  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  when  the  cart  drew  away,  he  held  up  his  hands  in  a  pof- 
tureof  piaying,  as  long  as  any  power  of  motion  remained  in 
him. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  November  6, 

I723*  ’  " 


An  Account  of  James  Mackey. 

James  Mackey  was  born  at  Waterford,  in  Ireland,  and 
brought  over  to  England  while  he  was  very  young.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  trade,  and  followed  that  bufmefs  for  feveral  years  ; 
but,  taking  it  into  his  head,  that  he  was  qualified  for  a  better 
Nation  of  life,  he  grew  Weary  of  honeft  labour,  and  rambled 
about  in  an  idle  manner,  till  he  loft  all  his  credit,  and,  not 
knowing  what  elfe  to  do,  he  entered  himfclf  for  a  foldier,  and 
foon  after  became  acquainted  with  Dice  Wilkinfon,  who  was 
the  evidence  againft  him.  They  were  both  born  in  the  fame 
town,  and  were  equally  inclined  to  roguery,  fo  that  they 
quickly  grew  intimate. 

Mackey,  at  firft  appeared  very  uneafy  at  the  thoughts  of  be¬ 
ing  hanged  for  a  burglary,  when  he  was  not  m  the  houle,  but 
in  the  middle  of  Lincoln’s-Inn- Fields  at  the  time  it  was  com¬ 
mitted.  Ele  defied  the  world  to  lay  anyadlof  injuftice  to  his 
charge,  and  faid,  that  vengeance  would  light  on  the  authors  of 
his  misfortunes.  But  he  did  not  long  remain  in  thefe  fenti- 
tnents  ,  for,  after  a  little  while,  he  grew  much  more  calm,  and 
con  felt  the  j  office  of  his  fentence. 

t 

Fie  was  executed  at  Tyburn  in  the  36th  year  of  his  age,  on 
Wednefday,  November  6,  1 723. 
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JOHN  STANLEY,  for  Murder,  Dec.  1723. 

jOHN  STANLEY,  of  London,  gent,  was  indicated  for 
J  the  murder  of  Llannah  Mavcock,  widow,  by  giving  her 
with  a  drawn  fword  one  mortal  wound  near  the  left  pap,  of 
the  length  of  half  an  inch,  and  depth  of  nine  inches,  on 
the  20th  of  October  laft,  of  which  mortal  wound  fee  inftantly 
died.  * 

He. was  a  fecond  time  indicted  on  the  coroner’s  inq  ifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Mar  j  Mirehen .  The  deceafed,  Mrs.  Mavcock,  came  to 
mv  coufm  fMrs.  Leek’s)  to  vifit  Mrs  Edwards,  who  was  fick, 
and  as  the  deceafed  was  going  away,  fee  deiired  my  coufm  to 
fend  her  word  if  Mrs  Edwards  grew  worfe.  And  accord¬ 
ingly,  about  ten  at  night,  Mrs.  Edwards  growing  worfe,  my 
coufm  defired  me  to  fetch  the  deceafed,  and  Mr.  Hammond 
offered  to  go  with  me,  and  fo  we  w7ent  together  to  the  deceaf- 
ed’s  lodgings  in  Burleigh-ftreet.  She  prefentiy  came  with  us, 
and  in  our  way  back,  two  gentlemen  came  up  to  us,  near 
the  King’s-head  tavern  in  Chancery-lane ;  one  of  them  clafped 
his  arms  round  Mrs.  Maycock’s  waift,  and  the  other  his  round 
mine,  and  they  faid  we  feould  go  along  with  them.  Mr. 
Blammond  upon  this  defired  them  to  let  us  go,  and  faid  we 
belonged  to  him.  The  gentlemen  fwore  we  feould  go  with 
them,-  ,or  they  would  go  with  us  ;  for  they  would  know  who 
we  were,  and  whither  we  were  going.  One  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  was  the  prifoner,  and  the  deceafed  happening  to  look  in 
his  face,  knew  him,  and  faid,  What,  captain,  is  it  you  ?  He 
afked  her  where  (he  was  going  ?  She  anfwered,  To  that  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Hammond’s)  heufe  in  the  Old-bailey,  lie  re¬ 
plied,  I  am  glad  I  have  met  ye,  and  I  will  go  along  with  ye. 
She  thanked  him,  but  faid  there  was  no  occafion,  fince  Mr. 
Hammond  was  there  to  take  care  of  us  1  but  the  prifoner  was 
refoiute,  and  would  go  with  us.  When  we  came  to  St. 
Dunffan’s  church  in  Fleet-ftreet,  he  defired  the  other  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  with  him,  to  go  back  to  fuch  a  place,  and  he 
would  come  to  him  prefentiy  ;  but  that  gentleman  not  going, 
the  prifoner  faid  to  him.  Why  don’t  you  go  ?  and  added  fome- 
thing  in  a  language  I  did  not  underftand  ,  but  I  fuppofe  it  was 
French,  and  thereupon  the  gentleman  went  away,  but  feemingly 
with  the  utmoft  unwillingnefs.  Then  the  prifoner  bid  Mr. 
Hammond  go  before,  but  he  refufed,  and  fo  the  prifoner  walked 
with  the  deceafed,  and  1  followed,  Wre  had  not  got  far  be¬ 
fore 


i98  JOHN  STANLEY,  for  Murder. 

fore  the  prifoner  ‘ft ruck  a  man  that  we  met,  for  happening  to 
be  in  his  way,  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  he  kicked  a  woman 
who  was  eroding  the  kennel  near  Fleet-bridge.  When  we 
came  to  Mr.  -Hammond’s  houfe  in  the  Old-bailey,  we  thank¬ 
ed  the  prifoner  for  his  civility  in  waiting  upon  us,  and  deiired 
him  to  go  home  ;  but  he  refufed,  and  faid  he  would  go  in  ; 
we  endeavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  it,  by  telling  him  that 
Mrs.  May  cock  was  come  to  flay  all  night  with  a  gentle¬ 
woman  who  was  fick,  and  there  was  not  any  conveniency  for 
him  to  ftay  :  but  all  we  could  urge  fignified  nothing/ the  de¬ 
ceafed  rufhed  in,  the  prifoner  followed  her;  Mr.  Hammond 
and  I  followed  them :  when  I  came  into  the  kitchen,  the  pri- 
foner  was  (landing  on  one  fide  of  the  door,  and  the  deceafed  on 
the  other.  In  a  little  time  Mr.  Hammond  went  into  the 
yard,  and  I  having  pulled  off  my  cloak,  went  into  the  (hop  to 
fetch  fome  milk,  which  I  intended  to  boil  for  my  (upper;  but 
in  two  or  three  minutes,  as  foon  as  I  had  got  the  milk  in  my 
hand,  I  heard  the  decegfed  cry  out,  Mrs.  Leek  !  Mrs.  Leek! 

I  asn  (tabbed  ?  I  am  murdered  !  Surprized  at  this,  I  threw 
down  the  milk,  and  ran  to  the  kitchen  door,  and  afked  what 
was  the  matter?  The  prifoner  anfwered,  Nothing.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  was  then  (landing  on  one  fide  of  the  table,  with  her 
hands  crofs  her  bread,  and  looking  at  the  prifoner  with  all  the 
innocence  imaginable,  and,  in  a  little  time,  (lie  fell  on  the 
ground,  and  faid  to  me.  Dear  Mrs  Morehen,  I  am  dabbed  ! 
The  prifoner  on  the  other  fide  of  the  table,  dood  HcfO  rifhing 
bis  (word,  and  (wore,  that  whatever  man  or  woman  entered 
the  room,  he  would  kill  them  ;  upon  which  I  fell  on  my 
knees  in  the  "door  way-  and  begged  both  for  my  own  life  (for 
he  directed  his  (word  to  my  bread)  and  that  he  would  per¬ 
mit  fome  help  to  come,  that  what  injufy  had  been  done  to 
the  deceafed  might,  if  poffible,  be  repaired  ,  and  then  crying 
out  for  a  furgeon,  Mr.  Hammond  came  out  of  the  yard,  but 
could  not  readily  get  into  the  room,  becaufe  I  was  on  my 
knees  in  the  door  way :  fome  other  perfons  coming,  they 
flipped  by  me  into  the  room  to  difarm  the  prifoner.  He  foon 
fubmitted,  and  fuffered  them  to  take  his  (word  away,  and 
then  he  faid,  my  name  is  John  Stanley.  1  ran  and  fetched 
Mr.  Snowd,  the  furgeon,  and  as  he  came  in  with  me,  the 
v  prifoner  laid  himfelf  over  the  deceafed,  and  faid,  My  dear 
Hannah,  will  you  not  (peak  to  me?  Mr.  Snowd  faid  to  him, 
What,  captain  !  will  you  never  have  done  with  your  tricks  ? 
And,  viewing  the  demafed,  he  faid  (lie  was  dead.  1  hen  we 
got  her  up  flairs,  cut  her  lace,  and  the  firings  of  her  deaths, 
and  put  her  to  bed.  In  a  little  time  her  fe’nfeg  returned,  (Tie 
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laid ,  fhe  was  dabbed — (lie  was  wounded — (lie  was  a  dead  wo¬ 
man.  And,  calling  upon  God  for  mercy,  fhe  died  in  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  wound  was  given. 

Mr.  Hammond.  The  prifoner  came  up  with  us  in  Chan¬ 
cery-lane,  and  kept  us  company  to  my  houfe,  as  Mrs.  More- 
hen  has  depofed.  He  did  not  Teem  to  be  drunk,  but  walked 
very  well  all  the  way  ;  when  we  came  in  doors,  i  fet  a 
candle  in  the  kitchen,  and  went  to  the  neceffary  houfe  in  the 
yard.  I  faw  through  the  glafs,  the  prifoner  and  the  deceafed 
{landing  leaning  near  the  window,  and,  as  I  thought,  they 
were  talking  together  in  a  friendly  manner ;  but  I  was 
no  fooner  fat  down  on  the  vault,  than  I  heard  an  out-cry  of 
murder,  upon  which  I  ran  to  the  door,  and  faw  theprifoner  with 
his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  {landing  upon  a  parry,  fwearing, 
that  if  L  came  into  the  room,  he  would  kill  me,  and  every¬ 
body  elfe  that*  offered  ta  enter,  come  as  many  as  would  :  Mrs. 
Morehen  being  kneeling  in  the  door- way,  i  could  not  get  in 
without  going  over  her,  and  fo  I  went  into  the  (hop  to  get  a 
couple  of  broomfticks,  deligning  firfd  to-  throw  one  at  the 
prifoner,  and  fo  put  him  in  diforder,  and  then  to  rufh  in  and 
knock  down  his  fword  with  the  other;  but  fome  women  get¬ 
ting  into  the  room  before  me,  they  took  hold  of  him,  and  he 
quietly  let  go  his  fword,  and  faid  he  would  do  no  more  harm; 
for  he  had  killed  the  woman,  and  muff  be  hanged  for  it.  Then, 
we  got  a  furgeon,  and  what  followed,  was  as  Mrs.  Morehen 
has  depofed. 

Mrs.  Hammond.  Elearing  an  out-cry  of  Mrs.  Leek!  Mrs. 
Leek  I  I  am  ftabbed  !  and  a  faint  fhriek  afterwards,  I  being 
lame,  made  what  hafte  I  could  down  Hairs,  and  flipped  in 
between  the  door  and  the  prifoner.  He  flood  with  his  fword 
drawn,  and  the  deceafed  was  lying  on  the  ground  all  bloody. 
Mrs.  Addefey  followed  me,  and  we  caught  hold  of  the  pri- 
foner’s  arm,  and  took  his  fword  from  him.  Then  he  looked 
on  the  deceafed,  and  faid,  1  have  wounded  her,  and  if  file  is 
not  dead,  I  hope  fhe  will  be.  And  afterwards  he  laid  himfelf 
down  a-crofs  the  deceafed,  and  faid  to  her,  dear  Hannah,  fpeak  to 
me— for  God’s  fake  fpeak  to  me.  And  then  rifiug  up,  he  faid, 
you  have  been  a  damned  bitch  !  When  the  furgeon  came  in, 
he  afked  the  prifoner,  if  he  would  never  leave  thofe  tricks  f 
and  looking  upon  the  deceafed,  he  faid  to  the  prifoner,  I  will 
give  you  my  word  you  have  done  her  bufinefs.  The  prifoner 
anfwered,  I  have  had  a  child  by  her,  and  it  is  now  three 
years  and  a  half  old,  and  if  file  dies,  I  muff  dr,  and  the 
child  fhall  die  too,  and  there  will  be  an  end  of  us  all. 
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Mrs.  Liddefey,  Mrs.  Hammond  and  I  going  down  on  the 
out-cry,  we  Hipped  in  by  the  prifoner,  and  taking  hold  of  his 
arm,  he  delivered  his  fword  to  me. 

Mr.  Snpwd ,  the  furgeon.  Mrs.  Morehen  called  me  to 
help  the  deceafed.  When  I  came  into  the  kitchen,  f  faid  to 
the  prifoner.  What  captain,  will  you  never  have  done  with 
thefe  tricks  ?  And  he  anfwered,  No.  I  foon  perceived  the 
wound  was  mortal,  and  told  them  file  would  not  live  till 
morning,  though  for  decency’s  fake  I  drefied  the  wound.  On 
her  being  put  to  bed  ihe  recovered  a  little,  but  died  foon  after. 

The  Conftable ^  I  took  the  prifoner,  and  as  I  was  carrying 
him  to  the  watch- houfe,  he  fwore  outrageoufiy,  and  faid,  if 
file  was  not  dead,  he  hoped  {he  would  be.. 

Mr.  Leaf.  About  half  a  year  ago,  I  heard  the  prifoner 
threaten,  that  he  would  kill  Mrs.  -Maycock  when  he  met 
with  her.  ~  I  '  . .  ■  I 

Prijoner .  I  do  not  deny  that  I  killed  the  deceafed,  but  fhe 
gave  me  great  provocation.  I  had  had  a  child  by  her,  which  is 
now  three  years  and  a  half  old.  I  upbraided  her  for  unna- 
turalnefs  in  not  taking  care  to  provide  feme  neceffaries  for 
the  child,  when  (he  knew  my  circumfiances  were  fuch,  that 
I  muft  be  obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  as  I  had  given 
her  fome  old  iliirts  of  mine,  which  were  bloody,  and  had 
been  cut  with  fwords.  I  defined  her  to  make  them  up  for 
the  child.  She,  I  fuppofe,  was  provoked  at  my  fpeaking  of 
this  in  a  place  where  nothing  of  it  was  known,  and  thereupon 
file  gave  me  very  ill  language,  ftruck  ac  me,  and  offered  to 
throw  a  pot  in  my  face,  which  railed  my  paflion  in  fuch  a 
degree,  that  not  knowing  what  I  did,**  I  unhappily  wounded 
her. 

Then  he  called  witnefies,  who  endeavoured  (by  relating 
fome  of  his  extravagant  action's)  to  perfuade  the  court  he  was 
lunatick. 

His  mother  depofed,  that  for  a  confid enable  time,  he  had 
been  fitter  for  Bedlam,  than  to  walk  the  ftreets. 

Another  witnefs,  that  one  time  the  prifoner,  without  any 
provocation  given  him,  fell  into  fuch  a  violent  {form  of  paf- 
fion,  that  he  frighted  a  woman  out  of  her  houfe. 

A  third  witnefs,  that  the  prifoner  being  at  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Underhill,  one  who  was  then  in  company,  happened  to 
repeat  a  fentence  of  Latin,  at  which  the  prifoner  appeared  fa 
much  difturbed,  that  he  pulled  out  a- pen-knife  and  attempted 
to  ftab  himfelf,  and  that  he  had  not  been  rightly  in  his  fenfes 
fince  the  death  of  his  father,  who  died,  as  it  was  thought, 
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with  grief,  about  two  years  ago,  on  account  of  the  prifoner’s 
inifconduct. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death. 

i 1  : 

While  fentence  was  giving,  he  took  fnufF,  and  when  it  was 
paft,  he  thanked  the  court  and  the  jury,  and  faid,  he  had 
been  fo  unkindly  treated  by  his  friends  and  relations,  that 
death  was  welcome  to  him. 

An  Account  of  John  Stanley. 

John  Stanley  was  born  at  Duce-hall  in  ElTex,  (the  feat  of 
his  mother’s  brother,  Mr.  Palmer)  in  the  year  1698.  When 
he  was  not  above  five  years  old,  his  father,  who  was  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  army,  would  frequently  parry  with  him,  and 
fometimes  prick  him  with  a  drawn  fword  ;  nor  was  he  content 
with  doing  thus  himfelf,  but  put  other  officers  upon  playing 
the  fool  with  the  boy  in  the  fame  manner.  This  pradlice  was 
to  make  a  fword  fo  familiar  to  him  in  his  childhood,  that  he 
might  never  be  afraid  of  one ;  and  they  never  fpared  to  en¬ 
courage  him  in  fuch  exercife,  by  giving  him  wine,  or  other 
ftrong  liquors.  And,  as  he  was  a  forward  youth,  he  made 
daily  improvements :  he  feared  nothing,  cared  for  nobody,, 
and  grew  fo  very  mifchievous  and  faucy,  that  old  Stanley 
thought  him  a  miracle  of  courage  and  wit. 

While  he  was  yet  a  {tripling,  his  father  took  him  into  the 
army,  which  was  then  in  Spain.  There  he  faw  feveral  en¬ 
gagements,  with  which  he  was  wonderfully  pleafed  ;  but  his 
chief  delight  Was  (when  a  battle  was  ended)  to  walk  about  the 
field,  and  trample  upon  the  dead  bodies.  Old  Stanley  being 
afterwards  ordered  to  Ireland,  he  took  his  fon  with  him  thi¬ 
ther  too,  and  there  procured  him  the  poll  of  an  enfign  :  E>ut 
Jack  fell  into  fo  much  rakiffi  company,  and  fpent  fo  extra¬ 
vagantly,  that,  to  raife  a  little  ready  money,  he  was  foon 
obliged  to  part  with  his  commiffion,  and  return  to  England. 

Old  Stanley  was  very  much  vexed  at  this;  though,  willing 
to  do  what  he  could  for  his  fon,  he  advifed  him  to  apply  to 
general  Stanhope,  who  had  been  a  friend  to  their  family,  and 
would  probably  promote  him:  but  this,  and  all  other  good 
advice,  was  thrown  away  upon  the  young  gentleman  ;  for  he 
was  grown  fo  fond  of  a  loofe  debauched  life,  that  he  would 
not  fo  much  as  endeavour  to  procure  any  employment  of  cre¬ 
dit,  but  chofe  to  live  by  fpunging  upon  his  friends,  by  haunt- 
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ing  the  gaming  tables,  and  becoming  a  petticoat  penfoner* 
This  laft  he  was  exceedingly  vain  of,  and  frequently  urged  it  as 
an  argument  of  his  being  a  very  pretty  fellow.  1.  hough  what 
he  got  from  feme,  he  fquandered  away  upon  others. 

He  could  not.  even  when  he  was  in  Newgate,  refrain  from 
boafling  of  his  lewdnefs;  and  though  fome  of  the  women  he  con¬ 
vened  with,  were  not  common  proflitutes,  but  private  tinners, 
he  fhewed  not  the  leafl  regard  to  their  reputation  ;  but  would 
mention  their  names  and  dwelling-places,  at  any  time,  and 
before  any  company  ;  and  it  was  well,  if  his  vanity  did  not 
carry  him  fo  far  as  to  defame  the  virtuous,  to  whom  per¬ 
haps  he  had  never  fpoke,  or  who  had  treated  him  with  that 
indignation  his  behaviour  had  merited.  Among  others,  he 
named  two  gentlewomen  who  lived  by  Cheaphde-conduit,  and 
feveral  at  Richmond  ;  and  made  no  fcruple  of  grofsly  deferi- 
bing  the  liberties  which  (he  faid)  he  had  taken  with  them. 
When  fome,  who  heard  him  relate  thefe  adventures,  checked 
him  for  priding  himfelf  fo  much  in  his  vices;  he  told  them, 
thefe  were  gaieties  and  gallantries  that  all  men  pradtifed,  or, 
which  was  the  fame  thine?  all  men  wifhed  to  oradtife. 

1  he  better  to  fupport  his  extravagancies,  he  negledled  no 
opportunities  of  introducing  himfelf  to  young  gentlemen,  who 
knew  but  little  of  the  world,  and  helping  them  to  fquander 
their  fortunes  in  the  modifh  diverfions  and  vices  of  the  town. 

Having  fpent  a  confiderable  time  in  revelling  at  home,  he 
went  with  one  of  his  companions  to  Flanders,  and  afterwards 
to  France.  They  Faid  a  pretty  while  at  Paris.  Stanley  boafl- 
ed  much  of  favours  received  from  the  French  ladies,  and  of 
the  great  improvements  he  had  made  in  fencing. 

At  his  return  to  England,  the  opinion  he  had  of  his  own 
Fall  in  ufing  a  fword,  made  him  very  quarrelfome.  He  would 
intrude  into  any  company  at  a  tavern,  tell  them  he  was  come 
to  make  himfelf  welcome  to  part  of  a  bottle  or  a  dinner,  and 
fo,  without  any  further  ceremony,  fit  down  among  them.  This, 
for  the  fake  of  peace,  was  fometimes  born  with,  though  even 
then,  inftead  of  thanking  the  company  for  a  handfome  treat, 
it  was  a  wonder  if  he  did  not  pretend  that  he  had  received 
fome  affront  by  a  word  or  a  look,  and  therefore  demanded 
farisfa&ion,  clap  1  is  hand  to  his  fword,  and  put  the  houfe  in 
an  uproar,  and  then  walk  off.  But  he  did  not  always  efcaps 
fo  :  for  now  and  then  he  met  with  gentlemen  who  handfome- 

3  W 

]y  chaftifed  him  for  his  impudence. 

But  of  all  the  women  he  kept  company  with,  the  mod  no¬ 
ted  was  Mrs.  May  cock. 
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Stanley  and  Capt.  Faulkner  having  one  night  been  drink¬ 
ing  together,  they  parted  in  the  ftreet,  and  prefentlv  after 
Mr.  Burdet,  Mr.  Winchurch,  and  another  meeting  with 
Faulkner,  a  quarrel  arcffe  between  them,  and  he  was  killed. 
Stanley  often  reflected  upon  this,  believing  that  if  he  had 
been  there  at  that  time,  he  feouid  certainly  have  been  killed  ; 
for  he  was  fo  drunk  that  he  could  not  have  made  a  tolerable 
defence.  He  faid  he  was  very  thankful  to  Providence  for  this 

J 

efcape:  that  the  captain’s  death  was  hardly  ever  out  of  his 
mind  ;  and  that  he  was  fo  very  ferious  for  a  long  time  after, 
that  though  he  went  to  a  houfe  of  ill-fame  now  apd  then, 
•it  was  principally  to  preach  repentance;  for  while  he  was  in 
company  with  a  woman  he  would  afk  her  if  fee  intended  to 
die  as  fee  lived  ?  and  if  fee  did  not  believe  the  confequence  of 
vice,  when  youth  and  beauty  had  forfaken  her,  would  be  po¬ 
verty,  feame  and  mifery  f  What  converts  he  made  by  hold¬ 
ing  forth  in  this  manner  is  uncertain. 

He  faid  too  that  Maurice  Fitzgerald  was  his  particular 
friend,  that  he  was  in  company  with  him  juft  before  the  watch¬ 
man  was  killed  in  the  Strand.  46  Fitzgerald,  fays  he,  was 
then  drunk,  and  I  would  have  carried  him  home,  but  he  was 
obftinate,  and  would  not  go  with  me.  I  told  him  however, 
that  if  he  affaulted  or  affronted  any  woman,  I  myfelf  would  be 
the  forwarded:  to  give  evidence  againft  him :  but  notwithft anding 
this  warning,  it  was  but  a  few  minutes  before  he  and  his  com- 
panions  pulled  a  lady  out  of  her  chair,  and  killed  one  of  the 
watchmen  who  came  to  her  affiftance  :  and  it  was  for  this 
reafon,  when  Fitzgerald  was  in  Newgate,  though  he  often 
fent  for  me,  I  would  never  go  near  him,  and  not  becaufe  I 
was  afraid  of  going  to  Newgate  ;  for  I  had  parted  from  him 
before  the  man  was  killed.”  Who  would  imagine  that  a  man 
who  fo  highly  refented  an  affront  given  to  a  woman,  would 
be  guilty  of  murdering  his  own  miftrefs  ? 

He  gave  an  account  of  his  being  once  attached  and  robbed 
by  foot-pads  in  Hampftead  road,  as  he  was  returning  from 
Belhze  ;  and  another  time  by  highway-men,  as  he  was  going 
into  Gloucefterfeire,  and  upon  drawing  his  fword,  one  of 
them  feot,  and  narrowly  milled  him;  and  after  that  they  beat 
him  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  he  was  hardly  able  to  ffand. 
“  And  is  it  not  hard  now,  fays  he,  that  I,  whom  no  fword  could 
difoatch,  no  gun  could  kill,  and  no  could  ftorm  could  drown, 
muft  at  laft  die  like  a  dog  in  an  ignoble  halter  ?  That  I,  who 
have  lived  like  a  gentleman,  been  a  companion  for  officers, 
and  the  favourite  of  the  ladies,  muft  die  with  ftreet-rob- 
bers?” 
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The  unfettled  and  diffolute  life  he  led  was  the  caufe  pf 
great  uneafinefs  in  his  father,  who  now  too  late  began  to  be 
fenfible  that  he  had  taken  very  imprudent  meafures  in  his 
fon’s  education,  and  fearing  feme  unhappy  effects  of  his  ill 
conduct  at  home,  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  fend  him  abroad  : 
$nd  accordingly  procured  him  a  commiffion  to  go  lieutenant 
to  Cape-Coaft-Caftle,  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  African 
company. 

Young  Stanley  feemed  well  enough  pleafed  with  this, 
and  his  behaviour  was  fuch  as  gave  great  hopes  to  his  fa¬ 
ther.  Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  his  voyage,  and 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money  advanced  by  the  company, 
and  fo  he  fcfc  forward,  and  foon  arrived  at  Portfmouth  5 
what  made  the  profpecl  of  this  voyage  the  more  agreeable 
to  him  was  the  company  of  Captain  Maffey,  who  was  to  go 
with  him. 

But  unhappily  Mrs.  Maycock  with  her  young  child,  fol¬ 
lowed  hirn  to  Portfmouth.  She  reproached  him  with  bafe- 
nefs  in  fir  ft  feducing  her,  and  now  leaving  her  and  her  child 
to  ftarve  ;  and  employed  all  the  art  £he  was  miftrefs  of  to 
change  his  refolution.  She  fucceeded  according  to  her  wifhes  | 
ihe  prevailed  with  him  to  give  her  half  the  money  that  he  had 
received  from  the  company,  and  fo  follow  her  to  London 
with  the  remainder.  The  news  of  his  arrival  here  was  a 
great  furprife  to  all  his  friends  5  but  his  father  was  fo  (hocked 
with  the  bafenefs  of  the  a£lion,  that  in  a  fhort  time  he  died 
with  grief. 

The  Ton’s  concern  appeared  very  violent  on  this  occafion, 
infomuch  that  fome  of  his  friends  clepcfed  at  his  trial,  that 
they  believed  he  was  never  after  in  his  right  ferifes  :  however 
that  was,  he  grew  very  grave  for  a  while,  and  vowed  to  for- 
fake  all  his  old  acquaintance  :  and  the  better  to  perform  this, 
he  fa  id,  he  went  once  more  to  Flanders,  where  he  ftaid  a  con¬ 
fiderable  time,  but  returning  to  England,  he  foon  fell  into 
his  old  courfes. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  return  before  he  flabbed  Mr. 
Pawfon,  an  attorney  at  law,  whom  he  met  one  night  in  the 
fields  near  Hampftead ;  of  this  fail  he  gave  the  following  ac¬ 
count  ; 

I  had  been  drinking  very  hard,  fays  he,  and  was  going 
towards  Hampftead  with  two  tradefmen.  in  the  fields  we 
met  Mr.  Dawfon,  and  five  more  gentlemen  ;  a  quarrel  arifing, 
I,  as  J  had  a  good  fword,  interpofed  ;  and  thereupon  a  piftol 
'•was  bred  at  me,  I  think  it  was  by  an  apothecary  who  was 
with  Mr.  Dawfon.  The  bullet  puffed  through  my  coat  and 
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waiftcoat,  and  grazed  upon  my  fkin.  I  have  ftiewn  the  hole 
in  my  coat  to  feveral  people,  and  I  believe  it  may  ftill  be  feen 
at  my  mother’s,  at  the  Swan-Tavern  in  Long-Acre.  As  I 
thought  it  was  the  apothecary  who  had  ufed  me  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  my  defign  was  to  have  (tabbed  him  ;  but  he  being  a  little 
man,  Mr.  Dawfon  interpofed,  and  received  my  fword,  which 
pafled  through  the  lower  part  of  his  belly  into  his  back-bone, 
and  immediately  laid  him  in  blood.  He  was  carried  to  the 
Halfway-Houfe,  where  the  furgeon  had  him  under  care  for 
about  fix  weeks,  and  he  fortunately  recovered.  As  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  known,  fome  officers  had  orders  to  arreft  me  for 
the  cure,  and  they  were  in  purfuit  of  me  for  a  long  time, 
but  my  fword  faved  me.  I  would  not  difcover  the  two  men 
who  were  with  me  in  this  adventure  ;  for  as  I  myfelf  wounded 
the  gentleman,  it  would  be  hard  for  them  to  be  obliged  to  pay 
the  furgeon’s  bill/’ 

Another  time  he  quarrelled  with  Capt.  Chickley,  at  a  cy¬ 
der  cellar  in  Covent-Garden.  Stanley  challenged  him  to  fight 
in  a  dark  room :  the  challenge  was  accepted,  and  they  (hut 
them  (elves  in  ;  but  a  conftable  being  fent  for,  he  broke  open 
the  door,  and  in  all  probability  faved  Stanley’s  life,  for  Chick- 
ley  had  much  the  advantage,  he  having  received  but  two  flight 
cuts,  though  he  had  given  Stanley  a  dangerous  wound  in  the 
breaft,  near  the  fhoulder,  the  fword  paffing  quite  through  his 
body. 

Though  Stanley  took  the  greatefl  liberties  himfelf,  yet  like 
other  coxcombs  he  thought  that  when  he  had  done  a  woman 
the  honour  of  debauching  her,  {he  was  for  ever  obliged  to  be 

faithful  to  him,  and  admit  of  no  other  company. - He 

took  it  into  his  head  that  it  proceeded  from  fomething  wonder¬ 
fully  charming  in  himfelf  ;  fo  that  he  loft  all  patience  when 
fucha  woman  prefumed  to  receive  other  men  :  and  this  it  was 
that  coft  Mrs.  Maycock  her  life. 

He  owned  that  he  was  extremely  incenfed  againft  her  when 
he  firft  heard  that  (he  kept  other  company,  but  denied  that  he 
threatened  to  kill  her  about  half  a  year  before  her  death,  tho’ 
jt  had  been  fworn  at  his  trial. 

6 6  To  this  account  let  us  add  fome  paflages  relating  to  his 
behaviour  in  Newgate,  and  at  Tyburn,  extracted  from  the 
Ordinary’s  paper. 

tc  He  told  a  great  many  people,  when  firft  committed  to 
Newgate,  of  his  having  intrigues  with — gentlewomen — talking 
publicly  of  feveral  vicious  tricks  by  him  played — fuch  was  his 
extreme  airinefs  and  gay  carriage. 
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“  He  declared  before  feveral  that  he  would  never  die  by  a 
rope,  offering  in  his  airy  way  to  lay  wagers  upon  that  matter. 
But  afterwards  being  convinced  that  there  was  no  bravery  in 
not  being  able  to  fuftain  misfortunes,  but  getting  from  under 
them,  he  changed  his  intent,  and  faid,  he  would  die  like  a 
gentleman,  and  a  foldier,  though  in  the  manner  of  a  dog : 
that  his  enemies  fhould  fee  he  could  appear  with  the  fame 
face  at  the  time  of  his  death  as  during  the  time  of  his  life. 

“  At  the  fame  time  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  firft 
fully  dehgned  to  difpatch  himfelf  with  a  knife,  and  afterwards 
with  a  dofe  of  opium,  as  an  eafier  and  furer  way:  but  he 
tdded,  that  when  he  refolved  to  die  as  the  law  appointed,  and 
to  compenfate  for  his  offences  with  his  blood,  he  had  found  a 
great  quiet  and  fatisfa&ion  in  his  mind,  declaring  that  he  was 
much  more  uneafy  and  unhappy  before  he  was  under  misfor¬ 
tunes  than  after:  for  he  faid  that  every  time  Mrs.  Maycock9s 
name  was  mentioned  in  company,  a  trembling  feized  his  limbs, 
and  cold  ivveats  appeared  in  drops  upon  his  fore-head  ;  which 
he  thought  was  an  omen  of  their  being  the  deflruchon  of  each 
other. 

“  He  added,  that  what  gave  him  ff ill  a  greater  reflection, 
and  more  furmifes  was,  a  horfe  once  throwing  him  under 
Tyburn,  from  which  place  he  could  by  no  means  difengage 
himfelf  till  his  two  friends  advanced  and  affifled  him,  and  the 
more,  becaufe  foon  after  he, had  the  fame  fate  as  he  went  un¬ 
der  Newgate,  much  injuring  his  health  by  a  fall  there.  He 
affirmed  that  for  two  months  afterwards,  he  conftantly  ad- 
dreiTed  himfelf  to  heaven  every  morning,  defiring  his  creator 
to  diredl  his  fteps,  and  to  preferve  him  from  dangers  and  mif- 
fortunes. 

£t  He  was  very  much  {hocked  when  he  hea<rd  that  Mrs. 
Maycock’s  life  and  death  had  alfo  broke  her  brother  Bryan's 
heart,  who  died  on  Tower-Hill,  fo  that  though  at  firft  his 
behaviour  was  light,  and  his  expreffions  that  he  did  not  fear 
dying  by  a  rope,  yet  afterwards  he  grew  very  calm  and  fe- 
lious,  faying,  he  iliould  die  with  delight,  to  fatisfy  blood 
with  blood.  He  read  the  fcriptures  to  Saunders  and  Harring¬ 
ton  in  the  Condemned-Hold;  regularly  he  attended  the  chapel, 
abfenting  himfelf  but  twice,  and  read  the  pfalms,  and  made 
the  other  refponfes  with  much  care  ;  yet  he  twice  (hewed  the 
effects  of  his  temper  upon  two  perfons,  whom  he  abfurdly 
fancied  appeared  there  to  triumph  over  him  in  his  misfortunes: 
lie  faid,  he  hoped  Chrifl  would  receive  his  foul,  becaufe  he 
had  been  fo  good  a  father  to  his  dear  child  ;  upon  which  re¬ 
membrance  he  would  even  fried  tears,  and  call  the  cleceafed 
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cruel,  barbarous,  &c. - He  appearing  to  be  very  ten¬ 

der  and  indulging  to  the  boy,  who  lay  with  him  till  his 
death. 

44  He  defired  he  might  receive  the  facrament  the  day 
he  died,  and  the  Sunday  preceding,  at  which  times  he 
appeared  altogether  ferious,  grave  and  compofed,  faying,  he 
was  eafy  in  his  mind,  and  was  ready  to  enter  another 
world.” 

At  the  Place  of  Execution . 

<c  About  9  o’clock  they  were  carried  up  to  the  chapel,  Mr. 
Stanley  appeared  compofed  and  ferene,  but  reading  a  fermon, 
on  a  fudden  flew  out  into  a  paflion,  and  faid,  he  was  vexed  on 
no  account,  but  becaufe  he  had  not  fired  the  whole  houfe 
where  Mrs.  Maycock  died. 

“  He  was  requefled  to  lay  afide  thofe  flarts  of  fudden 
paffion,  if  poffible,  and  be  in  charity  with  all  the  world. 

He  then  grew  very  calm,  and  called  earneflly  upon  God. - - 

He  received  the  facrament  with  the  utmofl  devotion,  and  af¬ 
terwards  faid  he  was  perfectly  eafy  at  the  thoughts  of  leaving 
this  world,  which  to  him  had  been  a  life  of  anxiety,  and  con- 
flant  hurry  and  uneafinefs. 

“  He  was  carried  in  a  mourning  coach  to  Tyburn.  Mr. 
Stanley  arriving  at  the  place  of  execution  turned  pale  when 
he  was  put  into  the  cart  ;  and  faid  to  me  he  was  Tick.  He 
defired  that  the  ropes  which  were  round  them  [Harrington, 
Saunders  and  himfelfj  and  tied  over  the  tree,  might  be  again 
untied,  that  they  might  kneel  down  while  God  was  worfhip- 
ed,  which  was  accordingly  done.  During  the  prayers  he  was 
extremely  earned  and  fervent  ;  but  aficknefs  at  his  ftomach  at 
times  coming  upon  him  he  leaned  his  head,  and  defired  me  to 
fupport  him  with  my  hand. 

44  Being  afked,  if  he  intended  to  fay  any  thing  to  the 
people  ?  he  anfwered,  No,  his  whole  mind  he  had  told  me, 
which  he  fuppofed  people  would  fee  ;  and  he  had  nothing 
more  to  add.  He  then  faid,  that  as  his  ftiends  had  provided  a 
hearfe  that  flood  near  to  bear  away  his  body,  he  hoped  no  one 
would  be  fo  cruel  as  to  deny  his  relations  the  gift  of  his  dead 
limbs,  that  they  might  receive  chriftian  burial  5  unlefs  he  was 
promifed  that  he  could  not  die  in  peace. 

<e  When  the  cap  was  putting  over  his  countenance  he  was 
feen  to  fhed  tears  :  receiving  the  pity  of  all  prefent,  he  eafily 
refigned  his  breath/*’ 


He 


i 


208  STEPHEN  PaRDENER,  for  a  Burglary. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  Dec.  23,  1723* 
aged  25  years. 


STEPHEN  GARDENER  for  a  Burglary,  and  JOHN 
MARTIN  for  receiving  Stolen  Goods,  January,  1723-4. 

CTEPHEN  GARDENER  and  JOHN  MARTIN,  of 
K  St.  Leonard’s,  Shoreditch,  were  ind idled  ;  Gardener  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Dorcas  Roberts,  and  Heal¬ 
ing  a  parcel  of  linen,  value  25I.  January  6,  in  the  night,  and 
Martin  for  receiving  part  of  the  fame,  knowing  the  fame  t.o 
have  been  flolen. 

Dorcas  Roberts .  I  made  my  doors  and  windows  fad  at 
night  whgn  I  went  to  bed,  and  next  morning,  my  window- 
fhutters  and  the  glafs  of  the  cafement  were  broken,  and  the 
goods  were  gone.  I  acquainted  a  friend  with  it,  and  he  found 
out  the  prifoners,  and  apprehended  them. 

Second  Witnefs.  Mrs.  Roberts  complaining  to  me  of  her 
lofsj  I  made  enquiry,  and  heard  that  Stephen  Gardener  had 
been  fauntering  about  near  the  houfe.  I  knew  that  he  had  the 
character  of  a  loofe  idle  fellow,  and  that  he  had  been  an  evi¬ 
dence  in  this  court,  and  therefore,  having  a  Arong  fufpicion 
of  him,  I  made  it  rny  bufmefs  to  learn  where  he  lodged.  I 
and  another  went  there  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
found  him  a-bed  with  a  woman.  He  then  had  op  his  back  a 
fhirt  worth  a  guinea  and  a  half.  I  told  him  I  did  not  fuppofe 
he  came  honeftly  by  fuch  a  fhirt  as  that,  and  therefore  I  fuf- 
pefbed  it  belonged  to  Mrs.  Roberts,  and  that  it  was  he  wha: 
had  broke  open  her  houfej  but  he  would  own  nothing,  till, 
by  fearching  between  the  bed  and  the  mat,  I  found  a  fack, 
m  which  was  all  the  linen  Mrs.  Roberts  had  lod,  except  the 
fhirt  on  his  back,  and  another  fhirt  and  two  fmocks  ;  for  fhe 
told  me  the  particulars  of  what  fhe  had  lofl.  I  afked  him 
what  he  had  done  with  the  fhirt  and  two  fmocks  that  were 
wanting,  and  he  faid  he  had  given  them  to  John  Martin, 
(ihe  other  prifoner)  for  a  dram,  and  for  letting  him  flay  in  his 
fhop  till  the  watch  was  broke  up,  leaf!  he  ftould  be  appre¬ 
hended.  Upon  that  we  fecured  Gardener  and  went  to  Mar¬ 
tin,  who  kept  a  little  brandy-fhed,  where  we  found  the  linen 
wet  at  the  bottom  of  a  bafket,  under  fome  rm ail- coal  $  Mar¬ 
tin  owned  that  he  received  the  linen  of  Gardener,  for  locking 
him  up  in  the  fhop  till  the  watch  broke  up.  Gardener,  when 
he  was  carried  before  the  juftice,  pulled  the  fhirt  off  his  back. 
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and  delivered  it  to  the  profecutrix,  confeffed  the  fa£l,  and 
here  is  his  confeftion,  which  was  taken  in  writing,  read  over' 
to  him,  and  figned  by  him. 

Then  the  confeftion  was  read  in  court. 

Gardener.  I  happened  to  be  locked  out  of  my  lodging,  and 
as  I  was  going  along  to  feek  for  another,  I  found  this  linen  in 
an  alley,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  fo  I  carried 
it  to  Martin’s. 

Mir  tin,  I  did  not  receive  the  linen  from  Gardener,  but 
he  left  it  upon  a  box  where  it  lay,  and  I  never  meddled  with 
it  till  the  people  came  to  enquire  for  it,  and  then  I  delivered 
it  readily. 

The  jury  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty.  Gardener  received 
fenter.ce'  of  Deaths  and  Martin  was  ordered  to  be  Transported 
for  fourteen  years. 

An  Account  of  Stephen  Gardener. 

Stephen  Gardener  was  born  in  Moorfields.  At  abotit  four- 
teen  he  was  put  appentice  to  a  weaver,  but  had  no  ftrong 
inclinations  to  work.  Fie  had  ferved  but  a  little  part  of  his 
time  before  he  played  fome  rogue’s  tricks  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  for  which  being  complained  of,  his  mafter  corrected 
him  feverely.  Stephen,  not  liking  fuch  ufage,  and  imagining 
he  could  eafily  Ihift  for  himfelf,  ran  away,  and  wandered  a- 
bout  in  an  idle  manner,  till  he  v/as  almoft  ftarved,  and  then 
neceftity  drove  him  home  to  his  friends.  They  took  him  in,  in 
hopes  of  feeing  a  reformation  ;  but,  finding  he  was  not  fo  eafi¬ 
ly  to  be  reclaimed  as  they  expended,  and  that  all  their  good 
advice  was  thrown  away  upon  him,  they  fent  him  to  fea,  in 
a  corn-vefTel,  that  traded  to  France  and  Holland. 

As  he  was  not  extremely  diligent,  the  bailors  ufed  him  very 
roughly,  which  foon  rnade^  him  fo  weary  of  a  fea-life,  that, 
when  he  returned  to  England,  he  made  great  promifes  to  his 
friends,  that  he  would  mend  his  manners,  if  they  would  but 
let  him  live  in  his  own  country.  Willing  to  try  what  good 
they  could  do  with  him,  they  put  him  to  a  waterman.  But  no 
work  would  agree  with  Stephen,  nor  could  he  bear  to  be  kept 
under  the  leaft  reftraint,  and  therefore  he  foon  left  this  mafter, 
as  he  had  left  the  former,  and  employed  himfelf  in  playing  at 
cards,  dice,  and  fkittles,  in  and  about  Moorfields,  as  long  as 
he  had  two-pence  in  his  pocket  ;  but  when  his  tafh  was  funk 
below  that  fum,  he  would  play  at  chuck-farthing  with  the 
6  Du  boys, 
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boys,  till  he  bad  either  recruited  his  flock,  or  was  quite  broke. 
If  he  loft  all,  his  next  expedient  was  picking  pockets,  though 
In  this  he  had  but  bad  fuccefs.  His  firft  attempt  of  this  kind 
was  in  Guild-hall,  while  the  ftate -lottery  was  drawing,  where 
he  took  a  wig  out  of  a  gentleman’s  pocket.  The  gentleman 
perceived  what  he  was  at,  but  feemed  to  take  no  notice  till 
the  wig  was  quite  drawn  out,  and  then  he  feized  my  young 
Diver,  and  cried  out,  A  pick-pocket !  Stephen  immediately 
dropped  the  wig,  and  made  a  thoufand  proteftations  of  his  in¬ 
nocence.  Vehement  proteftations  are  none  of  the  ieaft  figns 
of  guilt ;  but  there  being  fome  credulous  perfons  prefent, 
they  took  his  part,  and  perfuaded  the  gentleman  to  let  him' 
go.  This  efcape  encouraged  him  to  venture  further  j  but  in 
about  a  month,  he  was  taken  again  in  a  fail  of  the  fame 
kind  :  the  gentleman,  not  caring  for  the  trouble  of  profecu- 
ting,  delivered  him  over  to  the  mob,  who  bandied  him  fo  fe- 
verely,  that  he  often  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  begged  them  to  carry  him  before  a  magiftrate,  and  let 
biro  fuffer  the  law. 

This  treatment  made  him  forfwear  picking  pockets:  but 
fome  time  after,  he  became  acquainted  with  a  couple  of  houfe- 
breakers,  Garraway  and  Sly.  They  offered  to  take  him  in 
for  a  partner  in  their  way  of  bufinefs ;  but,  (as  he  faid)  he 
rejected  the  propofal,  till  one  night  he  loft  all  his  money,  and 
moft  of  his  cloaths,  in  playing  at  cards  at  an  alehoufe  in 
Moorfields,  and  then  he  went  to  his  new  companions,  who 
were  glad  to  fee  him.  Now,  fays  Garraway,  the  firft  thing 
we’ll  go  upon,  (hall  be  to  rob  my  brother.  This  was  pre¬ 
fen  tly  agreed  to,  and  fo  away  they  went,  and  broke  open  the 
houfe ;  but  they  got  little  befides  his  brother  and  fifter’s 
cloaths,  which  they  fold  for  a  trifle,  and  foon  fpent  the  mo¬ 
ney.  Garraway  then  propofed  to  rob  bis  uncle,  who  had  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  plate  in  his  houfe.  This,  like  the 
former,  was  quickly  refolved  on,  and  executed.  The  plate 
they  ftole  was  carried  to  Nan  Gill,  who  fold  it,  and  funk  all 
the  money.  Gardener  was  fo  provoked  at  being  thus  bit  out 
of  his  fliare  of  what  he  ventured  his  life  for,  that  he  furrender- 
ed  himfelf  to  Jonathan  Wild,  and  informed  againft  Garraway, 
Sly,  and  Gill,  and  they  were  all  three  taken.  The  two  men 
were  tried  and  convicted  of  felony,  on  the  evidence  of  Gar¬ 
dener.  Nan  Gill  was  in  cuftody  at  the  fame  time,  but  it 
feems  there  was  a  good  underftanding  betwixt  her  and  Jona¬ 
than  5  for,  by  his  management,  file  was  not  brought  to  a  tri¬ 
al  till  the  next  feffions,  which  was  in  July,  and  then  Gar¬ 
dener, 
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Verier,  having  been  fet  at  liberty,  was  not  to  be  found,  and, 
for  want  of  his  evidence,  file  was  acquitted. 

Near  half  a^  year  before  Gardener  engaged  with  the  two 
houfe-breakers,  he  happened  to  fall  into  company  with  a  wo¬ 
man  upwards  of  forty  years  old,  at  an  ale-houfe  in  Fleet- 
lane.  She  fhewed  him  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  upon 
which  he  prefently  propofed  matrimony  to  her,  and  file  as  rea¬ 
dily  confented.  A  clergyman  was  immediately  fent  for,  and 
they  were  married. 

Stephen  now  fancied  that  he  had  made  his  fortune,  tho’  at 
the  fame  time  feveral  of  his  neighbours  prcphecied,  that  he 
would  die  at  Tyburn,  and  indeed  he  was  quickly  in  a  fair 
way  of  fulfilling  their  prediction.  For  he  and  his  wife  were 
both  taken  up  by  their  landlord,  on  fufpicion  of  felony,  and 
carried  by  a  conftable  to  St.  Sepulchre’s  watch-houfe.  The 
landlord  could  not  direCtly  charge  them  with  ftealing  any 
thing ;  but  was  in  hopes,  by  this  means,  to  bring  them  to  a 
confeflion,  though  he  found  himfelf  miftaken  j  for  they  would 
confefs  nothing,  and  therefore  the  conftable  difmifled  them  : 
But  as  Gardener  was  going  away,  the  conftable  faid  to  him. 
Beware  how  you  come  here  again,  or  this  bell-man  will  cer¬ 
tainly  fay  his  verfes  over  ye.  The  bell-man  was  then  in  the 
watch-houfe. 

It  has  long  been  a  cuftom  for  the  bell-man  of  St.  Sepul¬ 
chre’s  parifh  (on  the  night  before  the  prifoners  are  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted)  to  come  under  Newgate  and  ring  his  bell,  and  re¬ 
peat  the  following  verfes  to  the  criminals  in  the  condemned’* 
Jiold. 

All  you  that  in  the  Condemn’d-Hold  do  lie. 

Prepare  you,  for  to-morrow  you  fhall  die. 

Watch  all  and  pray,  the  hour  is  drawing  near, 

That  you  before  th’ Almighty  muft  appear. 

Examine  well  yourfelves,  in  time  repent. 

That  you  may  not  t’eternal  flames  be  fent: 

And  when  St.  ’Pulchre’s  bell  to-morrow  tolls. 

The  Lord  above  have  mercy  oji  your  fouls  !— 

Paft  twelve  o’clock  ! 

This  exhortation  ought  to  be  fpoke  by  a  parfon,  as  appears 
by  the  following  paflage  extra&ed  from  Stow’s  Survey,  edit. 
ibi8,  in  quarto,  page  195. 

c<  Robert  Done ,  citizen  and  Merchant-Tailer,  of  London, 

- - gaue  to  the  parifh  church  of  S.  Sepulchres,  the  futnme  of 

50L  That  after  the  feueral  feflions  of  London,  when  the 
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prifoners  remains  in  the  goale,  as  condemned  men  to  death, 
expecting  execution  on  the  morrow  following:  the  clarke 
[that  is,  the  parfon]  of  the  church  ilioold  come  in  the  night¬ 
time,  and  likewife  early  ip  the  morning,  to  the  window  of 
the  prifon  where  they  lye,  and  there  ringing  certain  toles  with 
a  hand-bel,  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  he  doth  afterward  (in 
mod  chriftian  manner)  put  them  in  mind  of  their  prefent 
condition,  and  enfuing  execution,  defiring  them  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  therefore  as  they  ought  to  be.  When  they  are  in  the 
cart,  and  brought  before  the  wal  of  the  church,  there  he 
flandeth  ready  with  the  fame  bel,  and  after  certain  toles  re- 
hearfech  an  appointed  praier,  defiring  all  the  people  there  pre¬ 
fent  to  pray  for  them.  The  beadle  alfo  of  Merchant- tail.ors- 
hal  hath  an  honed  allowed  ftipend,  to  fee  that  this  is  duely 
done/7 

Gardener  declared,  that  when  the  conftable  told  him  the 
bell-man  would  fay  his  verfes  over  him,  it  if  ruck  him  to  the 
heart  $  but  yet  he  had  not  the  refolution  to  mend  his  man¬ 
ners. 

Soon  after  the  conftable  had  difmifTed  him,  he  met  with 
one  Rice  Jones,  with  whom  he  travelled  on  horfeback  into 
Wales.  They  went  upon  what  they  call  The  pafling-lay ; 
that  is,  one  of  them  takes  a  countryman  into  an  ale-houfe, 
under  pretence  of  any  bufinefs  they  can  think  of ;  then  the 
other  comes  in  as  a  ftranger,  and  in  a  little  time  finds  a  pack 
of  cards,  which  his  companion  had  defignedly  laid  upon  fome 
fcelf  in  the  room,  and  fo  the  two  (harpers  begin  to  play.  At 
I  aft  one  of  them  offers. to  lay  a  great  wager  on  the  game,  and 
flakes  the  money  down ;  the  other  {hews  his  cards  to  the 
countryman,  and  convinces  him  that  he  muff* certainly  win, 
and  oilers  to  let  him  go  halves  in  the  wager :  but  foon  after 
the  countryman  has  laid  down  his  money,  the  (harpers  ma¬ 
nage  the  matters  fo  as  to  pafs  off  with  it. 

In  this  practice  they  were  very  fuccefsful.  They  (laid  fome 
time  at  Briftol,  and  there  Jones  procured  a  gold  watch  and 
chain,  a  fait  of  laced  deaths,  and  about  100  guineas,  in 
a  manner  unknown  to  Gardener  ;  for  there  had  been  fome 
quarrel  betwixt  them,  and  Jones  had  ftruck  him  upon  the 
road  with  a  hedge-flake:  and  now  it  came  into  Gardener’s 
head  that  he  might  at  once  revenge  himfelf,  and  make  his 
fortune,  if  he  could  but  find  an  opportunity  of  murdering 
Jon  es.  And,  therefore,  di:  emhling  his  refentment,  and 
taking  no  exceptions  at  any  thing  that  Jones  did,  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  good  friends  again,  and  continued  their  journey 

to 


STEPHEN  GARDENER,  for  a  Burglary.  253 

to  Bath,  where  they  Raid  fevera!  days,  and  then  refolved  to 
go  forward  ;  but,  in  the  morning  before  they  fet  out,  Gar¬ 
dener  ffote  an  iron  peflle  at  the  inn  where  they  lay,  and  put 
it  into  his  boot,  with  a  defign  to  dafa  out  his  companion's 
brains,  when  they  came  into  fome  wood,  or  other  bye  place. 
As  they  rode  along,  he  moftly  kept  behind  the  ether,  and 
twice  took  out  the  peffle  to  execute  his  defign,  but  his  heart 
{fill  failed  him  ;  for  he  was  afraid,  if  he  miffed  his  blow,  ho 
fhould  be  killed  himfelf  by  Jones,  who  was  an  over-match  for 
him,  and  fo  he  put  the  pebble  in  again,  but  did  not  entirely 
give  over  his  purpose;  for,  when  they  came  to  their  inn  at 
night,  he  laid  it  by  privately,  and  took  it  with  him  again  next 
morning.  As  he  rode  along,  it  fell  out  of  his  boot,  he  dis¬ 
mounted,  and  took  it  up  unperceived  by  Jones;  but  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  it  fell  out  again,  and  he  was  now  fo  fearful'  he  would 
take  notice  of  it,  and  difeover  his  defign,  that  he  did  not  of¬ 
fer  to  take  it  up  a  fecond  time ;  but  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of 
the  murder,  and  in  two  or  three  days  took  an  opportunity  of 
parting.  As  he  v/as  going  away,  Jones  called  to  him.  Hark 
ye,  Gardener,  whither  are  you  going  ?  To  London,  fays 
Gardener.  Why  then,  replied  Jones,  you  are  going  to  be 
hanged. 

This  was  the  third  prophefy  of  Gardener’s  coming  to  the 
gallows;  but,  however,  he  was  refolved  to  venture,  and  his 
ffrlb  fafffc,  after  parting  with  Jones,  was  upon  a  little  lone 
houfe  between  Abergavenny  and  Monmouth.  The  windows 
*  were  (hut  up  ;  he  knocked  at  the  door  feveral  times,  to  fee 
if  any  body  was  at  home  ;  but  hearing  no  anfwer,  he  broke 
the  (butter,  and  wrenched  open  the  cafement,  and  fo  went  in. 
He  found  a  large  quantity  of  cloaths,  and  fome  writings  in  a 
box,  but  no  money,  and  being  unwilling  to  load  his  horfe 
with  a  large  bundle,  for  fear  of  being  difeovered,  he  took 
only  one  gown,  and  fo  rode  forward  for  London. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  met  with  Garraway  and  Sly,  as 
we  have  feen  already,  and,  in  two  or  three  weeks  after  their 
convicfion,  he  was  difeharged  out  of  Newgate  ;  but  would 
not  take  warning  by  their  punifhment.  For  in  a  few  days, 
having  a  fmall  acquaintance  at  a  houfe  on  Addle-hill,  he  flip¬ 
ped  into  the  entry  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  and  going  fofe- 
ly  up  to  the  garret,  twilled  off  a  padlock,  and  took  a  fuit  of 
cloaths,  which  he  carried  away  undifeovered. 

His  next  fadt  was  that  for  which  he  received  fentence  of 
death. 


Of 
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Of  his  Behaviour  under  Condemnation ,  the  Ordinary  gives  the 

following  Account . 

This  unfortunate  young  man  was  remarkably  obfervant  of 
his  duty  ;  he  was  never  eafy,  nor  let  others  be  fo,  but  when 
they  were  reading  or  praying.  He  was  commonly  bewailing 
his  fad  condition,  efpecially  when  his  friends  and  acquaintance 
went  to  fee  him.  He  employed  himfelf  in  perufing  the  pfalms, 
particularly  the  5 iff.  The  morning  he  died,  he,  with  many 
tears,  received  the  faprament,  and  reiigned  up  himfelf  to  the 
will  of  providence. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  place  where  he  was  to  atone  for  his 
faults,  he  appeared  very  devout,  in  the  rnoft  ardent  manner  cal- 
ling  upon  God  and  Chrift.  Before  he  went,  he  was  defired 
by  fome  of  his  acquaintance  to  put  fomething  upon  his  body, 
befides  the  thin  covering  qf  his  fliroud,  in  order  to  fence  a- 
gainff  the  extreme  cold,  which  might  perhaps  fo  injure  his 
body,  as  to  prevent  the  fervency  of  his  prayers,  and  draw  off 
bis  thoughts  from  heaven. 

To  that  he  replied,  that  as  he  had  endured  the  cold  on  Sunr 
day  and  the  Sunday  night,  he  was  refolved  not  to  put  ori 
cloathing  on  his  body  during  the  time  he  fhould  continue  in 
this  world  ;  for  he  was  of  opinion,  that  he  could  not  too  much 
punifh  and  affiidt  himfelf  for  the  crimes  he  had  committed  : 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  there  muft  be  an  atonement  for  vice, 
either  in  this  world  or  the  next.  When  he  was  at  the  place 
of  execution,  he  fpoke  to  the  people,  to  allure  them,  that 
though  fome  malicious  people  had  been  pleafed  to  accufe  his 
father  and  mother,  as  if  they  knew  of  his  robbing  the  laun- 
drefs  [Dorcas  Roberts]  he  declared,  as  a  dying  man,  that 
they  were  wholly  ignorant  of  it,  nor  did  they  own  the  bag 
that  the  linen  was  put  into :  he  then  fpoke  to  fome  of  his 
companions,  v^hom  he  faw  there  prefent,  defiring  them  to 
take  warping  by  his  calamitous  fate,  and  to  fly  from  vicious 
company,  and  return  to  a  fober  life,  which  was  the  only  way 
to  be  happy  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  next. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday  Feb.  3,  1723-4.. 


[  2TS  ] 


tie  firjl  trial  of  LEWIS  HOUSSART,  the  French  Bar- 
ber 9  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  March ,  1724. 

T  EWIS  HOUSSART  of  Shoreditch,  labourer,  was  in- 
dialed  for  the  murder  of  Ann  his  wife,  by  cutting  her 
throat  with  a  razor,  February  26,  1723-4. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidted  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Ann  Rondeau ,  the  mother  of  the  deceafed.  I  live  in  Swan- 
Alley  in  Shoreditch  ;  on  the  26th  of  February  laft,  between 
feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  a  boy  came  to  me,  and  faid  a 
gentleman  wanted  to  fpeak  with  me  at  the  fign  of  the  Black- 
Dog,  within  Bifhopfgate.  My  daughter,  the  deceafed,  en¬ 
quired  of  the  boy  what  fort  of  a  perfon  it  was  that  wanted 
me  ?  the  boy  anfwered,  A  gentleman  in  whitifh  cloaths.  So 
I  left  my  daughter  fitting  by  the  fire  in  good  health,  and  went 
to  the  Black-dog,  but  when  I  came  there  I  could  hear  of  no¬ 
body  that  wanted  me,  and  therefore  I  returned  immediately, 
and  going  into  the  room  I  found  my  daughter  fitting  in  her 
chair,  with  her  head  leaning  againft  the  chimney-piece,  as  if 
fhe  had  been  afleep.  1  called  to  her,  and  faid,  What  are  you 
faft  afleep  ?  She  not  anfvvering,  I  took  hold  of  one  of  her 
hands,  and  letting  it  go  again  it  fell  down,  at  which  being 
furprized  I  looked  upon  her  and  fa w  feme  blood,  and  then 
faw  that  her  throat  was  cut. 

Court,  in  what  manner  has  the  prifoner  behaved  himfelf 
to  the  deceafed  ? 

Ann  Rondeau.  They  have  been  married  fix  years  ;  though 
he  has  lived  with  her  but  a  little  part  of  that  time,  for 
he  foon  confumed  all  (lie  had  by  gaming,  and  then  he  left  her. 
But  two  years  afterwards  fhe  having  been  furnifhed  with  fome 
houfhold  goods,  he  came  to  her  again,  pretending  that  for  the 
future  he  would  behave  himfelf  better  towards  her,  and  file 
was  perfuaded  to  go  to  live  with  him ;  but  when  he  got  her 
goods  into  a  cart,  he  appointed  her  to  meet  him  at  fuch  a 
place,  inftead  of  meeting  her  as  he  had  promifeef,  he  carried 
the  goods  to  a  different  place  and  made  them  away,  and  then 
abfeonded  j  fince  laft  Chriftmas  he  came  to  fee  her  again. 
She  complained  of  a  pain  in  her  ftomach,  and  he  pretending 
to  be  a  furgeon  as  well  as  a  barber,  faid  he  would  give  her 
fomething  to  do  her  good,  and  fo  went  and  fetched  what  he 
called  conferve  of  rofes,  and  gave  it  her.  In  an  hour’s  time 
it  fet  her  a  vomiting  fo  violently  that  I  thought  fhe  would 

have 
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have  died;  for  it  was  federal  hours  before  it  s  had  quite 
done  working  that  way,  and  then  fee  lay  altogether  fenfelefs 
as  in  a  fwoon,  fo  that  I  was  afraid  fee  was  dead  ;  nor  did  I 
think  her  life  was  out  of  danger  for  a  fortnight,  and  fince 
that  time  fee  has  daily  complained  of  a  great  pain  at  her  Ao- 
mach,  and  faid  fee  feould  never  do  well  again. 

Court,  How  did  you  leave  the  door  when  you  went 
out  ? 

Ann  Rondeau.  I  left  it  upon  a  French  latch,  that 
opened  on  the  out-flde.  The  prifoner  put  the  latch  on  him- 
felf. 

Martha  Rupert.  That  night  as  the  deceafed  was  mur¬ 
dered,  I  think  it  was  between  feven  and  eight  o’clock,  I  faw 
fuch  a  man  as  the  prifoner  and  a  boy  together  near  the  houfe 
where  the  deceafed  then  lived.  The  man  had  a  whitife  coat 
on,  but  I  cannot  fwear  pofitively  that  it  was  the  prifoner,  be- 
caufe  his  hat  was  flapped,  and  I  could  not  very  well  fee  his  face. 
He  afked  the  boy  which  way  fee  was  gone  ?  and  the  boy  faid 
That  way.  Then  the  man  went  towards  the  deceafed’s  houfe, 
and  the  boy  went  towards  Shoreditch. 

Martha  Bread-and-wine ,  [ \Painvin.~\  I  lived  within  two 
doors  of  the  deceafed,  and  going  out  between' feven  and 
eight  at  night  for  a  pail  of  water,  a  boy  and  man  came  run¬ 
ning  towards  me.  The,  boy  was  in  a  brown  coloured  coat, 
and  the  man  in  a  whitife  one  5  he  was  in  height  and  perfon 
every  way  like  the  prifoner  :  the  boy  went  down  the  Preps  to¬ 
wards  the  deceafed’s  mother’s  houfe. 

Solomon  Rondeau ,  the  deceafed’s  brother.  About  eight 
o’clock  my  mother  came  to  me,  and  faid  my  fiflrer’s  throat 
was  cut,  upon  which  I  ran  to  her  and  found  fier  wind-pipe 
was  cut  dear  afunder.  When  I  had  a  little  recovered  from 
my  furprife,  I  ran  to  the  Black-Dog,  but  hearing  nothing  of 
any  perfon  there  I  fufpeefed  it  had  been  done  by  the  prifoner, 
and  therefore  went  to  Lothbury  to  enquire  for  him,  and  be¬ 
ing  direHed  from  place  to  place,  1  at  la  A;  went  to  the  Blue- 
Ball  in  Prince’s-ftreet,  and  allied  for  him,  but  I  was  anfwered 
by  the  maid  that  he  was  not  there.  Next  morning  I  got  a 
conftable  to  apprehend  him,  and  went  again  to  the  Blue -Bali. 
The  maid  again  denied  him,  and  refufed  to  open  the  door, 
but  I  aflerting  he  was  there,  and  telling  her  that  the  perfon 
that  was  with  me  was  an  officer,  fee  at  laft  let  us  in.  We 
went  diredfly  up  flairs  and  knocked  at  the  door  :  the  prifoner’s 
fecond  wife  anfwered  us,  and  in  a  little  time  having  flipped  on 
a  petticoat  Dae  opened  the  door,  and  we  went  into  the  cham¬ 
ber,  where  we  found  the  prifoner.  The  eohflable  told  him 
3  '  '  we 
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we  were  come  to  apprehend  him  on  fufpicion  of  murdefirl 
.  his  wife,  Ann  Houfl'art.  Upon  this  he  fet  up  a  hravad 
laugh,  and  bid  us  look  in  his  face,  and  fee  if  there  was  any¬ 
thing  in  his  countenance  that  fhould  induce  us  to  believe  he 
would  be  guilty  ot  fuch  an  action,  and  affined  us  he  knew 
nothing  of  it. 

Thomas  Bernard ,  the  conftable.  Mr.  Rondeau  defired  me 
to  go  with  him  to  apprehend  the  prifoner.  We  went  to  a 
houfe  in  Lothbury,  where  we  were  informed  that  he  had 
married  another  wife,  and  lodged  at  the  Blue-ball  in  Princefs- 
ffreet.  We  went  thither  and  enquired  for  him,  the  maid 
denied  that  he  lodged  there,  and  (food  to  it  ftifBy,  till  we  told 
her  w7e  were  well  a{Tu red  that  he  was  there,  and  were 
come' to  take  him  on  fufpicion  of  having  murdered  his  wife, 
and  then  (he  let  us  in,  ahd  told  us  in  which  room  he  lay,  and 
there  we  apprehended  him,  and  let  him  know  that  it  was  on 
fufpicion  of  murdering  his  wife.  He  fhewed  but  very  little 
concern,  and  Lid  he  was  entirely  innocent.  I  found  a  razor 
and  a  cafe  of  infruments  in  his  pocket. 

Elizabeth  JValdridge .  The  prifoner  had  a  room  in  my 
houfe  where  he  fometimes  ufed  to  work ;  but  it  was  without 
bed  or  furniture.  That  night  the  murder  was  committed  he 
came  thither  about  fix  o'clock,  or  between  fix  and  feven, 
and  he  had  a  whitilh  coat  on  when  he  came  in,  and  he  (laid 
there  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Afterwards  when  he  was  in  the 
Condemned-Hold  in  Newgate  he  fent  for  me,  and  defired 
I  would  not  take  any  notice  of  his  being  at  my  houfe  that 
fright. 

Elizabeth  Hill.  I  lived  in  Mrs.  Waldridge’s  houfe.  The 
prifoner  came  thither  in  his  (having  coat  about  fix  o’clock  that 
night  his  wife’s  throat  was  cut,  and  when  he  went  away  he 
had  on  a  whitifh  great  coat,  and  a  fword  by  his  fide,  and  a 
cane  in  his  hand. 

Deborah  Sprag.  The  prifoner’s  new  wife  being  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  (he  came  to  pay  me  a  vift  at  my  houfe,  at  the 
Turk’s-Head,  near  the  W.-mk-houfe  in  Biffiopfgate-ffreet,  and 
brought  her  apprentice  with  her.  She  Paid  that  her  hufband, 
the  prifoner,  was  to  come  and  fetch  her  home.  My  maid 
came  and  told  me  it  was  paft  eight  o’clock,  and  afked  me  if 
(he  fhould  (hut  up  the  (hop  ?  I  told  her  (he  might.  She 
did  fo,  and  then  fetched  outfome  vidfuals  for  the  apprentice, 
and  when  he  had  j ufh  made  an  end  of  his  fupper  the  prifoner 
knocked  at  the  door.  As  foon  as  he  came  in,  he  Paid  to  the 
apprentice,  If  I  mull:  not  eat  with  you,  ITi  drink  with 
you  ;  and  fo  without  eating  any  thing,  he  fat  down  by  the  fire- 
6  E  e  .  hue. 


O  0'3 


218 


LEWIS  HOUSSART,  for  Murder, 

fide,  in  a  mufing  pofture,  and  fet  his  cane  in  the  chimney-’ 
corner.  By  and  by,  on  a  fudden  he  catched  the  cane  tip,  and 
gave  a  great  ftart.  I  was  a  little  furprifed  at  the  motion,  and 
afked  him  the  meaning  of  it  ?  to  which,  after  a  paufe,  he  an- 
fwered,  As  I  juft  come  from  bufinefs,  I  was  in  fome  con¬ 
cern  left  your  hufband  (hould  come  home,  and  fee  me  in  this 
dirty  drefs. 

Clarges  Fr adding,  ( Claudius  Pr addin.)  About  a  year 
ago,  the  prifoner  having  the  liberty  of  my  (hop  to  make  a  wig 
in,  we  fell  into  fome  difcourfe  about  love  and  matrimony, 
and  I  faid  to  him,  “  I  wonder  how  you  can  pretend  courtfhip 
to  fo  many  young  women  as  you  do;  when,  if  you  could 
gain  their  confent,  you  know  you  cannot  marry  any  of  them, 
beeaufe  you  have  got  a  wife  already.  He  anfwered,  I  could 
do  well  enough  as  to  that,  for  my  wife  is  of  fuch  a  religion, 
that  fhe  deferves  to  be  burnt  for  it,  and  it  would  be  no  more 
fin  to  kill  her  than  to  kill  a  dog,  whether  I  did  it  or  any 
body  elfe.”  And  when  he  was  before  Sir  Francis  Forbes,  he 
faid  he  was  a  Socinian. 

Lewis  Marriott  I  was  walking  with  the  prifoner’s  fecond 
wife  after  the  murder  was  done.  She  faid  (he  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  him  about  five  weeks ;  but  hearing,  (foon  after  their 
marriage)  that  he  had  got  another  wife,  fhe  taxed  him  with 
it.  He  fwore  it  was  falfe,  and  offered  to  take  the  facrament  upon 
it.  She  told  him,  if  it  was  not  fo,  he  ought  to  arreft  thofe  who 
reported  it,  and  clear  his  reputation,  or  otherwife  fhe  would 
not  cohabit  with  him  ;  to  which  he  replied,  My  dear  don’t  be 
lineafy,  for  in  a  little  time  I’ll  make  you  fenfible  that  I  have 
no  other  wife.  * 

Fhe  Prifoner*  s  Defence . 

Prifoner.  I  am  fo  far  from  being  guilty  cf  the  mur¬ 
der,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  feen  her  fince  December 
laft. 

cc  Edward  Saichcll  depofed  that  the  prifoner  came  to  his 
houfe  about  fix  o’clock,  the  chimes  at  the  Change  having 
newly  gone,  defired  to  borrow  fix-pence  of  him,  faying  he 
was  going  to  Newgate  ft  reet,  and  that  he  came  to  his  lodg¬ 
ings  a^ain  about  half  an  hour  after  (even,  and  had  then  the 
cloaths  on  which  he  appeared  in  at  the  bar 

*  I  have  taken  this  deposition  verbatim  from  the  Seffions-paper  ;  beeaufe 
I  am  not  certain  whofe  ho.ufe,  and  whole  lodging  the  witnefs  means;  whe¬ 
ther  his  own  or  the  prdonrrg  :  though  from  what  is  fwore  by  the  next  evi¬ 
dence,  f  take  it  to  be  the  prifoner’s. 
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Elizabeth  Payton.  The  prifor.er  went  from  my  miftrefs, 
Madam  Hern’s  *  lodging,  to  put  fome  cloaths  on.  He 
came  before  eight  o’clock,  and  faid,  he  was  going  to  my 
miftrefs,  who  was  then  vifiting  at  Madam  Sprag’s,  at  the 
Turk’s-Head  in  Newgate-ftreet  f.  As  he  was  going  down 
flairs,  I  told  him  his  back  was  white,  but  he  faid  it  was  no 
matter,  and  fo  went  away  direilly,  and  he  came  home  with 
my  miftreJs  between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock. 

Francis  Pipe ,  Mrs.  Hern’s  apprentice.  Having  been  out, 
I  came  home  about  five  o’clock,  and  the  prifoner  was 
gone  out,  I  afterwards  went,  with  my  miftrefs,  to  Madam 
Sprag’s,  and  when  the  prifoner  came  there,  it  was  pad  eight 
o’clock. 

Lucy  Stock .  When  the  prifoner  came  to  Mrs.  Sprag’s,  it 
was  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock. 

Lewis  Haines .  About  eight  o’clock,  as  near  as  I  cart 
guefs,  I  faw  the  prifoner  in  Throgmorton-flreet,  and  he  was 
in  the  fame  cloaths  as  he  has  on  now,  which  cannot  be  called 
whitifh. 

The  prefumptions  againft  the  prifoner  were  very  ftrong ; 
yet  as  they  did  not  amount  to  a  legal  evidence,  the  jury  ac¬ 
quitted  him.  But  the  court  ordered  him  to  remain  in  cuflody 
to  be  tried  for  bigamy, 

*  Elizabeth  Hern  was  the  prifoner*  s  new  wife.  She  then  lived  in  Prince’s- 
Court,  in  Lothbury.  It  is  probable  the  prifoner  went  from  hence  to  Mrs. 
Waldridge’s,  at  whofe  houfe  he  put  on  his  great  coat  between  fix  and  feven 
©’clock. 

*  c  .  » 

f  This  appears  to  be  a  miftake  ;  for  Mrs.  Sprag  lived  in  Biihopfgate** 
ftreet. 

i  t  »  1 
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T  EWIS  HOUSSART,  labourer,  was  indicated  for  marrying 
Elizabeth  Hern,  Jan.  24,  1723-4,  his  former  wife,  Anri 
HouiTart,  ft  nee  murdered,  .'heihp  then  living; 

Henry  Briel.  1  am  minifter  of  the  French  church  in  Spittle- 
Fields.  On  the  5th  of  March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  ma- 
jeftv’s  reign,  I  married  the  prifoner  and  Ann  Rondeau  by  a 
licence  in  my  church,  to  which  her  father  and  mother  be¬ 
longed.  Three  of^our  elders,  and  many  other  perfons  were 
prefent,  and  the  prifoner  cohabited  with  her,  as  I  think,  for 


about  three  years  :  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  barber  at  Hoxton. 

I  jjomas  Smith,  a  parifb- clerk.  On  the  23d  of  Jam  la  ft,  the 
prifoner  came  and  told  me  he  had  taken  out  a  licence  a,  DocftcTs- 
Commons  to  be  married.  And.  according! v  next  morning 
he  brought  Elizabeth  Hern  with  him  to  Queen  frith,  and  they 
were  married  by  Mr.  Eazenhy,  the  mihiffer  of  St,  Antony’s. 
The  ceremony  being  over,  he  invited  me  to  take  a  glafs  of 
wine,  and  "we  went  to  the  Dog-Tavern.  We  had  not  been 


there  long,  before  I  obferyed  that  he  changed  countenance,  and 
all  that  the  company  could  do  was  not  enough  to  compofe  the 
ciifhrder  that  appeared  in  him";  fo  that  fome  of  them  afked  him 
if  he  repented  of  what  he  had  done?  to  which  he  anfwered,  No. 
At  parting  he  and  his  wife  invited  me  to  come,  in  the  evening, 
and  fpend  half  an  hour  with  them,  and  accordingly  i  went  to 
them  at  an  ale-honfe  near  Sion-College,  and  after  fome  time 
I  faw'them  in  bed  together. 

Henry  Satchel.  I  gave  Elizabeth  Hern  to  the  prifoner  in 
marriage.  They  were  married  as  the  former  witnefs  has  de- 
pofted,  there  being  fever  a]  perfons  prefent.  * 

Prifoner.  I  don’t  deny  my  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Hern, 
but  I  was  never  married  to  Ann  Rondeau. 

There  was  fon  e  debate  in  court  concerning  the  ftrft  mar¬ 
riage,  it  having  been  performed  by  a  minifter  of  the  French 
church,  of  the  Prefbyterian  perfuafton :  on  which  account  the 
jury  found  a  fpecial  verdiH,  and  the  prifoner  was  ordered  tore- 
main  in  cuftody  till  the  judges  had  determined  the  point. 

At  the  next  feffion?  in  May,  1724,  an  appeal  was  lodged 
a  gain  ft  Lewis  Houftart,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  by 
Solomon  Rondeau  her  brother.  But  this  appeal  being  abated 
by  reafon  of  fome  faife  Latin,  another  was  lodged  in  court. 
The  prifoner  then  prayed  that  the  trial  might  be  deferred  till 
next  fe irons,  that  he  might  have  time  to  prepare  for  his  de« 
fence,  which  the  court  granted. 

,  F  :  .  LEWIS 
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LEWIS  HOUSSART,  the  French  Barber,  for  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  his  Wife;  on  the  Appeal  of  her  Brother,  SOLO¬ 
MON  RONDEAU,  Qdiober,  J724. 

T  N  the  former  trial  of  Lewis  HoufTart,  for  the  murder  of 
^  his  wife-,  there  appears  a  flrong  prefumption,  that  he  was 
the  man  who  fent  the  boy  to  tell  Mrs.  Rondeau,  that  a  gen¬ 
tleman  wanted  her,  at  the  Black-dog  in  Bifhopfgate-ftreet ; 
but,  for  want  of  the  boy’s  evidence,  the  jury  did  not  think 
the  proof  fufficient. 

The  boy  having  heard  of  the  murder,  was  afraid  he  fhould 
be  punifhed  as  an  accomplice,  if  it  fhould  be  known,  that  it 
was  he_  who  carried  the  mefTagc  to  Mrs.  Rondeau.  This  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  making  a  difcovery  till  feme  time  after  the 
fir  ft  trial ;  when  his  mother  happening  to  fpeak  about  the 
murder,  he  afked  her,  What  they  would  do  to  the  boy  if  they 
found  him  ?  Do  to  him,  fays  flic,  why  nothing  at  all,  foolifh 
ones  ;  what  did  ye  think  they’d  do  to  him  l  Why,  I  thought 
they’d  hang  him.  No,  fimpleton  !  nobody  would  hurt  him. 
I  am  glad  of  that,  becaufe  I  know  the  boy.  Aye,  who  was 
it  ?  Why  it  was  I.  , 

We  {hall  fee  the  confequence  of  this,  in  the  trial  which  we 
are  now  come  to. 

Lewis  Houjfart-i  of  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch,  labourer,  was 
tried  for  the  murder  of  Ann  his  wife,  by  cutting  her  throat 
with  a  razor,  Feb.  26,  1723-4,  on  the  appeal  of  Solomon 
Rondeau,  brother  and  heir  of  the  deceafed. 

After  a  debate  between  the  council  for  the  appellant  and 
appellee,  concerning  fome  preliminaries,  they  agreed  to  join 
iiTue  on  the  prifoner’s  plea,  which  contained  fome  matters  in 
bar,  and  fome  in  abatement. 

The  matters  contained  in  his  plea  were  thefe, 

1  That  belides  the  appeal  to  which  he  now  pleaded,  there 
was  another  yet  depending  and  undetermined. 

2.  A  mifnomer,  in  that  his  name  was  not  Lewis,  but 
Louis. 

3.  That  the  addition  .of  labourer  was  wrong,  for  he  was 
not  a  labourer,  but  a  barber-furgeon. 

4.  That  there  was  no  fuch  perfons  in  being,  as  John  Doe, 
and  Richard  Roe,  who  are  mentioned  as  pledges  in  the  ap¬ 
peal. 

5.  That 
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5.  That  Henry  Rondeau  was  the  brother  and  heir  to  the 
deceafed  ;  that:  Solomon  Rondeau  was  not  her  brother  and 
hir,  and  therefore  was  not  the  proper  appellant. 

6.  That  the  defendant  was  not  guilty  of  the  h£t  charged 
in  the  faid  appeal.  But, 

As  to  the  firft,  it  appeared  by  the  records  of  the  court, 
that  the  former  appeal  was  quafhed,  and  therefore  not  de¬ 
pending. 

To  the  fecond,  k  appeared  on  record,  that  he  had  owned 
the  name  of  Lewis,  and  he  had  pleaded  to  it  in  this  court  in 
two  inditkments,  one  for  murder,  and  one  for  bigamy.  It 
was  farther  proved  by  his  own  hand-writing,  that  he  ufed  to 
write  his  name  Lewis,  and  befides,  that  he  ufually  anfwered 
to  that  name.  ' 

To  the  third,  that  he  had  likewife  pleaded  to  the  addition 
of  labourer,  in  the  two  former  indictments,  and  farther,  one 
depofed  that  the  prifoner  did  not  then  carry  on  the  trade 
as  a  maker,  but  worked  as  a  journeyman,  or  fervant  to  Mr. 
Fradden  [or  Praddin].  Another  depofed,  that  the  prifoner  was 
hound  apprentice  *  to  him,  not  long  before  laft  Chriftmas, 
and  confequendy  was  a  fervant  or  labourer. 

To  the  fourth  point,  a  witnefs  depofed,  that  there  were 
two  fuch  perfons,  as  John  Doe,  and  Richard  Roe,  then  Jiving 
in  Middlefex,  one  being  a  weaver,  and  the  other  a  foldier. 

To  the  fifth  ifThe,  Ann  Rondeau,  the  mother  of  the  deceas¬ 
ed,  depofed,  that  file  had  no  children  bqt  Solomon  Rondeau, 
the  appellant,  and  Ann  Rondeau,  the  deceafed.  That  Henry 
Rondeau  was  but  a  half-brother  to  the  deceafed,  he  being  by 
another  venter,  and  that  Solomon  was  brother  and  heir  to  the 
deceafed. 

And  as  to  the  laft  article,  that  he  was  not?  guilty  of  the 
murder,  the  following  witnefTes  appeared  to  prove  him  guilty, 
and  firft  the  boy,  James  Ainfworth  [or  Henfworth]  was 
called. 

Council  for  the  prifoner.  How  old  are  you,  child  ? 

James  Air.fworth.  I  was  thirteen  laft  Michaelmas. « — ^ 
Between  7  and  8  o’clock  at  night.- - - 

Council.  How  Jong  ago  ? 

J,  A .  Laft  winter. 

C.  What  month  and  day  ? 

J.  A .  I  don’t  remember  the  day  of  the  month,  but  it 
was  that  night  as  Mrs.  Rondeau  was  murdered,-— and  as  I 

*  It  is  probable,  that  as  he  was  a  foreigner,  he  bound  himfelf  apprentice, 
jss  order  to  obtain  his  freedom, 

wa? 
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Was  landing  near  the  end  of  Swan-alley,  in  Shoreditch,  the 
prifoner  came  to  me,  and  afked  me  if  I  would  go  of  an  errand  ? 
1  faid,  Yes.  Then  he  afked  me  if  I  knew  one  Mrs.  Ron¬ 
deau  ?  I  anfwered,  No.  Upon  which  he  told  me,  that  he 
would  fhew  me  the  houfe,  and  give  me  a  penny  to  go  thi¬ 
ther,  and  tell  Mrs.  Rondeau  that  a  gentleman  wanted  to 
fpeak  with  her  immediately,  at  the  Black-dog  alehoufe  in  Bi~ 
fhopfgate-ftreet  +•  Then  be  went  with  me  into  Swan-alley, 
as  far  as  within  one  door  of  Mrs.  Rondeau’s,  and  bid  me  go 
down  the  fteps,  and  afk  for  her;  and  fo  I  did  and  delivered 
the  mefiage,  and,  fhe  faid,  fhe  would  come  prefently.  When 
I  came  out  of  the  houfe  to  the  prifoner,  he  feemed  to  be  do¬ 
ing  his  needs.  He  gave  me  a  penny,  and  afked  me  which 
way  (he  went  ?  I  told  him  towards  the  ftreet,  and  then  he  bid 
me  go  about  my  bufinefs. 

Council.  How  could  you  fee  him  at  that  time  of  night,  fo 
as  to  know  him  again  ? 

y.  A.  I  faw  him  plainly  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  near  the 
end  of  Swan-alley,  where  he  flood  talking  with  me. 

Council .  Are  you  fure  there  was  a  lamp  at  the  end  of  the 
alley  ? 

j.  A.  It  was  not  one  of  your  common  lamps  that  are  put 
up  to  light  the  ftreets,  but  it  was  a  glafs  lamp  that  hung  up  at 
a  butcher’s  (hop.  I  believe  ye  call  it  a  lanthorn.  The  pri¬ 
foner  had  a  whitifh  coat  on. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  his  face  ? 

y.  A.  Yes,  and  I  am  fure  that  he  is  the  man,  the  very  man 
that  fent  me  to  Mrs.  Rondeau’s  that  night  the  murder  was 
committed.  And  Mrs.  Rondeau,  who  Hands  here,  is  the 
woman  that  I  carried  the  mefiage  to. 

Mrs.  Rondeau .  This  is  the  very  boy  that  brought  me  that 
mefiage. 

y .  A.  Befides,  when  I  went  to  fee  the  prifoner  in  New¬ 
gate,  I  knew  him  at  fir  ft  fight,  and  picked  him  out  from  a- 
mong  feveral,  before  any  body  told  me  which  was  he,  or 
gave  me  the  leaft  notice  of  him. 

Daniel  Grenoe.  When  the  boy  went  to  Newgate,  Mr. 
Roufe  and  another  man  led  him  up,  and,  without  fuffering 
any  body  to  fpeak  to  him,  or  give  him  the  leaft  hint,  they 
brought  him  into  the  room  where  the  prifoner  was,  and  feven 
or  eight  others  were  with  him.  The  minute  that  the  boy  fet 

+  This' is  an  error  that  Teems  to  lie  between  the  writer  and  printer,  for  it 

was  the  Black-d^g  in  Shoreditch . - There  is  fuch  another  miftake  in  Mrs. 

flondcau’s  evidence  in  the-priioncr's  firft  trial. 
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his  eyes  upon  the  prifoner,  he  faid,  This  is  the  mail !  To 
which  the  prifoner  Lid,  What  do  ye  mean,  'child  ?  You  don’t 
know  me.  And  the  boy  replied,  Yes,  but  Ido.  You  gave 
me  a  penny  to  go  to  Mrs.  Rondeau’s  in  Swan-alley,  and  when 
I  came  out,  you  was  doing  your  needs.- — If  I  had  known  of 
your  coming,  (faid  the  prifoner)  I  would  have  been  provided 
for  ye. 

Martha  Bread  and  Wine.  Between  feven  and  eight  on  the 
night  the  murder  was  committed,  as  I  was  going  for  a  pail  of 
water  in  Swan  alley,  I  faw  there  a  man  and  a  boy.  The  boy 
flood  looking  in  the  man’s  face,  as  if  he  was  fpeaking  to  him. 
The  man  was  in  a  whitifh  coat,  and  for  perfon  and  ftature 
was  exadlly  like  the  prifoner,  and  the  boy  was  about  the  iize 
of  this  boy.  1  hey  were  then  about  fix  doors  from  Mrs, 
Rondeau’s,  and  I  faw  the  boy  go  down  the  Reps  into  her 
houfe. 

Martha  Rhubarb  [ Rupert .]  I  live  in  Swan-yard,  and  to 
tlye  beft  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  about  eight  at  night,  when  I 
faw  a  man  walking  to  and  fro  by  my  door.  I  went  in  and 
came  out  again,  and  then  I  faw  the  fame  man  Landing  between 
two  pofts,  over  againfl:  my  houfe,  and  afterwards  I  heard 
him  fay  to  the  boy,  Which  way  is  fhe  gone  ?  And  the  boy 
anfwered.  Towards  Shoreditch.  The  man  was  in  a  whitifh 
coat,  and  a  two-tailed  wig,  and  his  hat  flapped  over  his  face. 
In  flature  and  perfon,  he  was  like  the  prifoner ;  and  the  boy 
was  much  about  the  fame  fize  as  James  Ainfworth  is. 

Margaret  Pinnet.  I  faw  the  fame  night  a  man  in  Swan* 
yard.  He  afked  me,  What  oYlock  it  wasuand  what  coun¬ 
try  woman  I  was?  And,  I  am  fure  the  prifoner  is  the  man. 
I  knew  him  again  in  Newgate,  not  only  by  his  cloaths,  but 
by  his  voice  too. 

Ann  Rondeau .  This  very  boy  (James  Ainfworth)  came 
to  me  between  feven  and  eight  that  night  my  daughter  was 
murdered,  and  faid,  that  a  gentleman  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
me.  When  I  went  from  home,  I  left  my  daughter,  the  de~ 
ceafed,  winding  filk  by  the  fireYide,  and  the  door  on  the 
latch.  And,  at  my  return,  I  found  the  door  open,  and  her 
throat  cut  to  the  very  neck-bone. 

Court .  What  was  the  prifoner’s  former  behaviour  to  his 
wife  ? 

Mrs.  Rondeau.  Very  bad  ;  he  bad  ruined  her  twice.  For 
having  confumed  all  file  had  in  gaming  and  extravagance,  he 
was  arrefted,  and  afterwards  ran  away  to  Holland,  and  left 
her  to  fhift  for  herfelf.  In  about  two  years  he  came  back,  and 
finding  that  ihe  had  got  fome  goods  together,  he  pretended 

1  that 
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that  he  had  taken  a  houfe,  and  perfuaded  her  to  put  her  goods 
in  a  cart.  When  he  had  got  them  all  in,  he  bid  her  go  one 
way,  while  he  went  another  to  meet  her,  in  order  to  live  to¬ 
gether  again  ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  he  carried  the  goods  away, 
and  fold  them,  and  did  not  come  near  her  for  a  long  time 
afterwards.  I  believe  he  gave  her  poifon  twice,  for  what  {lie 
took  of  him  put  her  into  fuch  diforder,  that  (he  was  never 
right  well  afterwards.  The  firft  time,  be  gave  her  fomething 
which  he  told  her  was  Marlborough-ffone  ;  it  worked  upwards, 
and  made  her  extremely  Tick.  The  fecond  time,  he  brought 
her  what  he  called  Conferve  of  Rofes.  She  took  it  about 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  it  fet  her  a  vomiting  for  three  hours, 
in  a  moft  violent  manner,  and  when  it  had  done  working, 
fhe  lay  motionlefs  and  fenfelefs  for  feveral  hours,  infomuch 
that  I  thought  fhe  had  been  dead,  and  fhe  never  recovered 
it  thoroughly,  for  fhe  complained  of  it  to  her  dying  day. 

Court,  Was  the  wound  in  her  throat  haggled,  or  aid  it 
feem  to  be  done  with  a  fharp  inffrument? 

M  rs.  Rondeau,  To  be  fare  it  was  done  with  a  fharp  in¬ 
ffrument,  for  it  was  but  one  cut,  and  that  went  to  the  very 
bone  of  her  neck. 

Eliz.  IValbridze.  The  prifoner  had  a  room  in  my  houfe 
in  Swan-alley  in  Coieman-ftreet.  He  came  thither,  as  near 
as  I  can  guefs,  between  feven  and  eight  at  night,  and  took  a 
candle,  and  went  up  (fairs  to  his  own  room,  where  he  dref- 
fed  himfelf,  and,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  came  down  with 
a  fword  and  a  cane,  and  he  had  a  great  coat  on  over  a  whitifh 
coat.  'This  was  the  fame  night  as  his  wife  was  murdered  ; 
and,  as  for  the  great  coat,  it  has  never  fince  been  heard  oh 

After  he  was  taken  up  and  put  into  the  condemned  hold  in 
Newgate,  he  fent  for  me,  and  I  went  to  him.  He  defired 
me  to  go  with  a  man  who  was  there,  and  pawn  a  fuit  of 
cloaths,  which  I  did,  and  brought  him  two  guineas.  When 
the  man  was  gone,  the  prifoner  defired  me  not  to  fay  that  he 
was  at  my  houfe  the  night  the  murder  was  committed:  I  went 
to  fee  him  again,  after  he  had  taken  his  firff  trial,  and  faid  to 
him,  I  wifh,  Mr.  Houffart,  you  had  been  Tick  in  your  bed 
when  this  misfortune  happened,  becaufe  it  has  occalioned  fo 
much  t  ouble  to  you,  and  all  your  acquaintance.  To  which 
he  anfwered,  I  am  not  at  all  forry  for  it,  for,  if  it  had  not 
happened  then,  it  would  have  happened  another  time. 

Mary  Mil,  I  lived  with  Mrs.  Walbridge.  I  think  it  was 
not  feven,  but  between  fix  and  feven  when  the  prifoner  came 
to  our  houfe  :  he  ftaid  in  his  room  about  a  quaf tw  of  an  hour, 
6  F  f  and 
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and  when  he  went  away,  he  had  a  great  coat  on,  and  that  wa$ 
wbitifh,  as  well  as  his  under  coat. 

Claudius  Pradlin.  A  confiderable  time  before  the  murder* 
the  prifoner  afked  me  to  let  him  have  the  ufe  of  my  fhop  to 
niake  a  wig  or  two,  which  I  granted.  And  one  day,  as  we 
Were  in  difcourfe  together,  I  afked  him,  how  he  could  give 
himfelf  fuch  airs  as  he  did,  in  pretending  to  court  young  wo¬ 
men,  when  he  had  a  wife  already?  His  anfwer  was,  I  don’t 
mind  that,  (he  fignifies  nothing  to  me,  for,  if  1  fbould  find  one 
that  I  like,  I  could  profecute  this  wife,  and  (he  would  he  burnt 
for  her  religion  ;  for,  you  muff  know,  {he  is  a  Socinian,  and 
it  is  no  more  fin  to  kill  her  than  to  kill  a  dog. 

Mrs.  Sprag.  I  live  two  doors  beyond  Half- moon-alley, 
in  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  where  my  hufband  keeps  a  tobacco- 
xiift’s  £hop.  Elizabeth  Hern  (the  prifoner ’s  prefent  wife)  13 
my  acquaintance.  That  night  the  murder  was  committed  (he 
came  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  her  apprentice,  Francis  Pike, 
came  with  her.  She  Paid  fupper  with  me,  and  when  Pie 
and  I  had  flipped,  I  gave  a  plate  of  vidtuals  to  Pike,  and  he 
had  juft  eaten  it  when  the  prifoner  came  in.  It  was  then  be¬ 
twixt  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  which  I  remember  by  this  to¬ 
ken,  my  maid  came  and  afked  me,  if  fhe  might  not  Pint  up 
Plop,  for,  Pie  faid,  my  neighbour  had  Pint  his,  and  it  w7as 
paft  eight  o’clock.  The  prifoner  fat  down  by  the  fire- fide, 
and  put  his  cane  in  the  corner.  I  took  notice,  that  he  look¬ 
ed  very  thoughtful  and  melancholy,  and,  faid  to  him,  Mr, 
HouPart,  you  feem  to  be  uneafy.  To  this  he  made  me  no 
anfv/er  ",  but  in  a  few  minutes  he  catched  up  his  ,cane,  and 
Parted  up  in  a  fort  of  a  furprize.  I  thought  his  behavio  r 
was  a  little  odd,  and  therefore  I  aficed  him  the  reafon  of  it. 
Nothing,  fays  he,  but  I  was  concerned  for  fear  your  hufband 
fhould  come  home,  and  find  me  in  this  pickle.  Pickle  :  fiivs 
I,  you  have  no  need  to  be  uneafy  on  that  account,  for  I  think 
you  are  very  well :  and  indeed  he  was  then  dreficd  as  well,  or 

rather  better,  than  I  had  feen  before, 

*  > 

Charles  Cotterel.  I  had  fame  acquaintance  with  the  pri¬ 
foner,  for  we  had  been  neighbours.  And,  when  he  was  in 
Newgate,  about  three  feflions  ago,  he  fent  a  porter  for  me 
twice,  and  I  went  to  him.  He  faid,  he  wanted  to  treat 
With  me  about  being  an  evidence  for  him.  I  afked  him,  how 
I  could  be  a  Witnefs,  when  i  knew  nothing  of  the.  matter  ? 
Why,  fays  he,  I  would  have  you  {wear,  that  you  and  I 
were  drinking  together  at  an  alehoufe  in  Newgate-ftreet,  at 
the  time  the  murder  was  committed.  Tho’  I  muft  own  I 
did  give  the  boy  a  penny  to  call  the  old  woman  out,  and  then 
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I  went  in  and  gave  my  wife  a  touch  with  a  razor,"  hut  did 
not  think  of  killing  her.  And,  the  day  before  this  prefont 
foffions  begun,  he  fent  for  me  again,  and  promised  to  give  me 
a  new  fhirt,  a  new  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  twenty  guineas  to 
fwear  for  him.  And  when  I  objected  againft  it  as  a  great 
fin,  he  faid,  there  wras  no  more  harm  in  taking  a  falfe  oath, 
than  in  common  curbing  and  fwearing. 

The  Prifoner's  Defence • 

Edward  Satchwell.  I  met  the  prifoner  at  about  half  an  houjr 
after  fix  o’clock,  that  night  the  murder  was  committed,  and, 
he  faid,  he  was  going  to  Grey-fryars.  I  faw  him  again  about 
feven,  and  at  half  an  hour  pall  feven  we  parted. 

Mary  Hern ,  the  daughter  of  the  prifoner’s  new  wife.  The 
prifoner  came  to  my  mother’s  houfe  in  Princes-flreet,  in  Loth- 
bury,  between  feven  and  eight  that  night,  to  fee  if  my  mo¬ 
ther  was  gone.  My  lifter  afked  him  to  flay,  but  the  maid 
faid  to  him,  Mr.  Houftart,  you  don’t  confider  what  o’clock 
it  is,  Why,  what  is  it  o’clock  ?  faid  he.  And  ihe  replied,  be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight. 

William  Bradley.  On  the  26th  of  February  laft,  about  fe¬ 
ven  at  night,  I  faw  the  prifoner  juft  by  the  Royal-exchange. 

Prifoner.  Did  not  you  afk  me  then  to  give  you  a  pint  of 
wine  for  focket  money  ? 

Bradley .  No ,  it  was  not  I,  but  the  drawer  at  the  Vine- 
tavern  did. 

Francis  Pike.  I  am  Mrs.  Hern’s  apprentice,  and  went 
with  her  to  Mr.  Sprag’s,  a  little  beyond  the  work-houfe  in 
Bifhopfgate-ftreet. 

Prifoner.  And  what  time  was  it  when  I  came  thither? 

Pike.  Between  feven  and  eight  at  night. 

*  'V—  w 

Elizabeth  How.  I  can  fay  nothing  to  the  fa£f ;  but  as  for 
Charles  Cotterel,  the  laft:  witnefs  againft  the  prifoner,  I  know 
him  to  be  a  ferry,  drunken  fellow,  and  I  have  heard  him  in 
feveral  ftories  about  the  prifoner,  as  that  the  prifoner  had  given 
him  half  a  guinea  to  go  to  a  houfe,  and  offered  him  ten  gui¬ 
neas,  and  twenty  guineas,  'and  the  like,  to  fwear  for  him. 

Then  the  prifoner  called  fome  to  his  reputation,  who  de- 
pofed,  That  they  knew  no  harm  of  him.  He  appeared  to 
be  much  out  of  humour  with  his  own  witneffes,  and  told 
fome  of  them,  that  they  fwore  more  to  his  advantage  at  his 
former  trial.  Nor  did  he  feem  to  be  better  fatisfied  with  the 
management  of  his  council,  and  follicitor ;  nor  indeed  was 

F  f  2  hi^ 
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his  behaviour  to  che  court  becoming  a  man  in  bis  circum-' 

fiances. 

The  court  having  fummed  up  the  evidence,  the  jury  with¬ 
drew  to  confider  of  their  verdidf,  and  after  a  fhort  flay  re¬ 
turned. 

Clerk .  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  how  fay  you,  as  to  the 
plea  of  mifnomer  ?  Do  you  fmd  for  the  appellant  or  appellee  ? 

Foreman ,  We  find  for  the  appellant. 

Clerk,  As  to  the  addition  of  labourer,  how  fay  you? 

Foreman .  We  find  for  the  appellant. 

Clerk .  As  to  there  being  fuch  perfons  exifling  as  John 
Doe  and  Richard  Roe  ? 

Foreman .  We  find  for  the  appellant. 

Clerk .  As  to  Solomon  Rondeau’s  being  the  heir  of  the 
deceafed  ? 

Foreman.  We  find  for  the  appellant. 

Clerk.  Flow  fay  you,  is  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  murder 
laid  to  his  charge,  or  not  guilty  ? 

Foreman .  Guilty. 

The  judgment  againff  him  was  refpited  till  the  30th  of 'No¬ 
vember,  and  then  he  received  fentence  of  death. 

An  Account  of  Lewis  Houffart . 

When  Lewis  Houffart  was  firft  under  confinement  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  he  appeared  to  be  very  much  dejebted,  and 
(pent  mofl  of  his  time  in  reading  books  of  devotion  ;  and,  be- 
fides  the  chaplain  of  Newgate,  he  had  (as  he  dehred)  a  French 
minifter  to  attend  him. 

But  after  he  was  acquitted  on  hU  firft  trial,  f\is  difcourfe  and 
behaviour  was  very  much  altered  :  he  affedfed  to  look  and  talk 
like  one  who  was  altogether  eafy  and  innocent. 

And  whenever  he  fpoke  of  his  firft  wife  (though  he  always 
denied  the  murder)  he  fhewed  fo  little  concern,  that  every 
body  was  furprized  at  it. 

Before  he  was  tried  for  marrying  a  fecond  wife,  while  the 
fir  11  was  living,  he  faid,  I  ihall  never  trouble  rnyfelf  to  make 
any  defence ;  becaufe  I  know  it  is  refolved  to  convidt  me, 
and  my  convidlion  can  be  no  fcandal  ;  for  where  there  is  no 
fault,  there  is  no  difgrace ;  and  it  is  no  fault  to  marry  a  fecond 
wife,  when  the  firft  isjuftly  turned  off  as  mine  was;  for  file 
was  no  Chriftian,  but  an  irrational  creature  !  a  Socinian  !  and 
therefore  had  no  right  to  the  benefit  of  the  law,  nor  the  com¬ 
mon  enjoyments  of  life  ;  for  the  fcripture  fays,  that,  with 
fuch,  we  ought  to  have  no  ccnverfation ;  no,  not  fo  much  as 
to  eat  with  them.  T  his, 
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This,  I  think,  is  an  undoubted  proof  of  his  orthodoxy,  and 
tho’  he  fometimes  aflumed  the  character  of  an  infidel,  it  is 
plain,  that  he  did  it  with  no  other  defign  than  to  divert  him- 
feif,  by  puzzling  the  chaplain,  and  others,  with  out-of  the- 
way  queftions  ;  for  the  day  before  he  died,  he  declared  that 
he  was  a  firm  believer. 

At  his  return  to  Newgate,  after  he  was  convi&ed  of  the 
murder,  he  appeared  to  be  vehemently  incenfed  againfi:  the 
court  and  his  accufers.  Be  faid  to  one,  who  advifed  him  to 
compofe  himfelf,  1  am  not  forty  that  I  arraigned  the  jufiice 
of  the  Englifii  nation,  in  the  face  of  the  court  that  tried  me  ; 
but  wi(h  I  had  done  it  more  fully.  However,  I  hope  I  (hall 
have  an  opportunity  of  (peaking  my  mind,  tho’  I  may  want- 
one  for  acting;. 

Kis  fellow  prifoners  were  Abraham  Deval,  condemned  for 
counterfeiting  a  lottery  ticket,  Julian,  a  black  boy,  for  deal¬ 
ing  20  guineas,  the  money  of  Elizabeth  Turner,  and  fetting 
her  houfe  on  fire,  Jo.  Blake,  John  Sheppard,  and  three  others. 

He  would  frequently  interrupt  Deval  in  his  reading,  to  per¬ 
plex  him  with  queries  and  objections  concerning  the  refurrec- 
tion  and  future  exiftence.  But  the  perfon  with  whom  he 
feemed  to  be  moftpleafed,  was  Jack  Sheppard.  They  would 
often  be  very  jocofe  together  in  the  condemned  hold.  So  that, 
fays  the  chaplain,  it  appeared  plainly,  that  he  was  not  then 
making  any  preparation  for  death,  from  feveral  expreffions, 
which  I  heard  proceed  from  him  ;  for  infhnce,  when  a  great 
number  of  fparks  from  their  charcoal  fire  iffued  fwiftly  forth, 
he  wifhed  to  Sheppard,  they  were  all  bullets,  that  the  prifon 
might  be  beaten  about  his  ears,  and  he  might  die  like 
Sampfon. 

The  day  on  which  he  was  condemned,  he  faid,  The  court 
has  palled  fentence  upon  me,  but  I'll  never  be  hanged  ;  but  as 
the  jury  have  found  me  guilty  of  throat-cutting,  Til  make 
their  verdidt  good,  by  cutting  my  own  throat. 

66  Thefe  falfe  notions,  fays  the  chaplain,  were  fo  rooted  in 
his  mind,  that,  the  day  after  his  condemnation,  he  ftrenu- 
oufly  argued,  that  the  foul  and  the  life  was  one  and  the  fame 
thing;  quoting  the  beginning  of  Genefis,  where,  faid  he, ’tis  re¬ 
corded,  God  breathed  into  man  a  living  foul ;  therefore,  conti¬ 
nued  he,  when  that  breath  of  God  perifhes  from  us,  the  living 
foul  we  find  dies  and  periihes  too.  He  proceeded  afterwards  to 
fay,  Aye,  thus  you  would  have  me  believe  all  the  ftrange  no¬ 
tions  of  the  minifters,  that  the  devil  is  a  real  thing  ;  that  our 
kind  God  punifhes  poor  fouls  for  ever  and  ever  ;  that  hell  is 
full  of  fire,  &c.  I  wiih  I  could  believe  ye,  but  fo  it  is  with 
me,  that  I  cannot.  “  Wc 
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6i  We  took  notice  of  the  crime  of  fuicide,  which  if 
Contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  :  though  Epidletus,  Zeno, 
Cato,  and  even  Seneca,  nay,  even  almoft  aii  the  ftoics, 
held  it  lawful  for  a  wife  man  to  deftroy  himfelf;  the  Epicu¬ 
reans  and  PJatonifts,  held  the  fame  opinion  :  but  Pythagoras  was 
an  enemy  to  fuch  a  dodlrine  ;  and  Ariilotle  fays,  To  die  t© 
ifiun  grief,  is  not  the  part  of  a  brave,  but  a  cowardly  man. 
We  advifed  the  priforier,  as  he  had  threatened  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  himfelf,  to  repent  of  that  rafenefs,  impatience,  and 
want  of  fubmiffion  to  God  and  juftice,  to  repent  of  having 
aceufed  God  of  cruelty,  in  laying  upon  him  more  than 
•was  fit  for  man  to  bear,  and  of  intending  to  ufurp  upon  him 
the  right  of  God,  who,  as  he  alone  can  give,  only  can  take  away 
life ;  for  who,  to  avoid  temporal,  would  run  upon  eternal 
mifery  ? 

As  his  nature  appeared  fo  obdurate  and  fo  relentlefs, 
with  regard  to  himfelf  and  his  fir  ft.  wife,  it  was  remarkable 
that  he  feould  have  fuch  a  concern  for  his  fecond  wife,  and 
his  child,  as  to  feed  tears,  which  he  did,  the  Xuefday  before 
he  died,  at  the  confederation  of  their  being  left  without  a 
fufficiency  to  fupport  them-  In  the  afternoon  he  alfo  feed 
fears,  when  he  obferved  that  the  news  of  his  condemnation 
would  reach  the  ears  of  his  father,  ninety  years  old,  and 
of  other  friends  in  Holland  and  France.  He  faid  after  this, 
that  he  was  as  willing  to  die  as  live  ;  yet  it  cut  his  heart, 
to  think  he  fhould  be  hanged  between  heaven  and  earth, 
as  unworthy  of  either ;  and  his  body  be  pointed  at,  and 
lie  fhewn  to  his  wife  and  child,  and  they  reflected  upon  for 
murder. 

66  But  this  tendernefs,  as  it  made  no  part*  of  his  nature. 
Icon  disappeared,  and  the  next  day,  when  a  French  minifier 
charitably  went  to  vifit  him,  and  told  him  he  muff  confefs  his 
offence,  or  expedl:  to  be  damned  ;  he  replied  in  a  rage.  You 
iiiiift  look  for  damnation  to  yourfelf,  for  uncharitably  fup- 
pofing  1  am  guilty,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter* 
And  being  by  me  defired  not  to  think  of  this  life,  but  place 
fus  thoughts  upon  eternity,  although  he  promifed  he  would  re¬ 
gard  chiefly  his  foul,  he  afterwards  made  it  his  principal 
Bufmefs  to  enquire  who  was  to  be  applied  to  for  a  reprieve, 
fin-ce  the  appeal  had  cut  him  off  from  his  majefty’s  cognizance. 

tc  At  the  cnappel,  the  day  preceding  his  death,  he  appeared 
lobe  very  attentive  ;  but  after  the  fermori,  all  his  efforts  were 
turned  towards  calling  an  odium  upon  certain  pcrfons  who  had 
mentioned  to  him  the  blacknefs  and  heirioufnefs  of  his  crime* 
and  had  urged  him  to  confefs  it  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  all  ; 

frequently- 
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frequently  fmiling  and  laughing,  and  afferting  his  innocence. 
'T'hat  fame  evening,  it  was  our  defign  to  carry  on  our  argu¬ 
ments  againd:  his  heterodox  notions,  but  he  had  much  alter  d 
his  fentiments  ;  for  although  in  the  morning  he  argued  that 
the  foul  would  ileep  with  the  body,  &c.  at  night  he  refufed  all 
arguments,  and  faid  he  believed  God  and  a  refurrediion,  and 
afterwards  added.  Pray  -fay  no  more  to  me  of  my  guilt  ;  if 
you  will  only  pray  with  me,  I  will  join  with  you  as  long  as 
you  pleafe. 

44  After  a  miniiXer  appointed  by  me  had  preached  to  him 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  prifoner  told  him  he  had  cruelly' 
charged  him  in  his  fermon,  and  that  fuch  a  difcourfe  he  fhould 
have  preached  before  the  court,  and  thofe  who  were  guilty  of 
the  murder  of  him-  Then  fpoke  to  the  congregation,  boldly7 
proclaiming  and  averring  his  innocence.  The  morning  of 
bis  death  he  was  very  angry  when  he  found  the  facrament 
could  not,  by  the  canons  of  the  church,  be  adminillered  to 
him  without  confeflion. 

46  At  the  place  appointed  for  his  death  he  turned  pale,  and 
was  very  ficT  When  we  told  him  we  would  not  pray  by 
him  uniefs  he  would  confefs  the  fadi  ;  he  anfwered,  he 
wiihed  we  would  give  him  the  prayers  j  but  though  we  fhould 
refufe,  he  would  not  charge  himfelf  with  what  he  was  ig¬ 
norant  of.  Afterwards  when  in  the  cart,  we  earnefily  con-" 
jured  him  to  redeem  his  foul  from  ruin  by  telling  truth.  He 
continued  to  reply,  Pray  do  not  tempt  me  ;  pray  do  not 
trouble  me;  I  am  glad  of  the  prayers  you  give  me  ;  but  this 
advice  is  unprofitable,  I  will  not  make  myfelf  worfe  than  X 
am.  After  we  left  him,  he  did  not  offer  up  to  God  any 
prayer,  nor  at  the  moment  of  his  buffering  did  he,  as  is  ufual 
and  requifite,  call  upon  God  and  Chriit  to  refeue  and  fave  his 
foul,  which  was  fomewhat  ftrange  ;  becaufe,  when  I  re¬ 
peated  the  prayers,  he  always  repeated  them  with  me. 

44  Before  I  left  him  he  gave  me  a  large  paper,  which  X  was 
in  hopes  contained  his  acknowledgment  of  the  fa 61  ;  (but  be- 
fides  feveral  bitter  expreflions  againft  the  court  of  juftice)  it 
was  as  follows. 

44  I,  Louis  Houffart,  am  forty  years  eld,  and  was  born  in 
fed  an,  a  town  in  Champaign,  near  Bullonois  ;  I  have  left 
X ranee  about  fourteen  tears.  I  was  apprentice  to  a  furgeon 
atAmfterdam,  and,  after  examination,  was  allowed  by  the, 
college,  to  be  qualified  for  that  bufinefs  ;  fo  that  I  intended 
to  go  on  board  a  fhip  as  a  furgeon  ;  but  I  could  never  have  my 
health  at  fea.  I  dwelt  fome  time  at  Maeftricht,  in  the  Dutch 

5  Brabant, 
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Brabant,  where  my  aged  father  and  my  brother  now  dwell. 
I  travelled  through  Holland,  and  was  almoft  in  every  town. 
My  two  fillers  are  in  France,  and  alfo  many  of  my  relations ; 
for  the  earth  has  fcarce  any  family  more  numerous  than  ours. 
Seven  or  eight  years  I  have  been  in  London,  and  here  I  met 
with  Ann  Rondeau,  who  was  born  at  the  fame  village  with 
me,  and  therefore  I  loved  her  ;  and  after  I  left  her  (he  writ  to 
me,  and  faid  (he  would  reveal  a  fecret,  I  promifed  to  be  fecret, 
and  fhe  told  me  fhe  had  not  been  chafte,  and  the  confe¬ 
rence  of  it  was  upon  her ;  upon  which  I  gave  her  my 
bed  help  and  affidance ;  fince  fhe  is  dead,  I  hope  her  foul  is 

happy.” 

-  I 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  what  he  here  fays  of  his  wife  is 
a  Villainous  afperfion  ;  for  fhe  bore  the  character  of  a  fober, 
modefl,  and  inofFenfive  woman:— — bolides,  if  fhe  bad 
been  guilty,  one  would1  think,  her  hufband,  as  he  did  not 
cohabit  with  her,  would  be  the  lad  perfon  to  whom  ihe  would 
difcover  fuch  a  fecret :  but  he  hioifelf  lets  us  know  that  he 
does  not  deferve  credit,  for  he  fays,  that  he  promifed  to  keep 
the  fecret,  and  yet  he  delivered  it  in  writing,  in  order  to  have 
it  printed  and  difperfed  all  over  the  kingdom. 


He  was  hanged  on  Monday,  December  7,  1774,  at  the 
end  of  Swan- Yard,  in  Shoreditch ;  and  died  unpitied  even 
the  mob. 


FREDERICK 
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FREDERICK  SCHMIDT,  for  Forgery,  April, 

1724. 

pREDERlCKl  SCHMIDT  was  indited,  for  that  he,  in- 
^  tending  to  deceive  and  defraud  the  governor  and  com* 
pany  of  the  bank  of  England,  and  other  of  the  king’s  fub- 
jects,  on  the  ifth  day  of  January,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his 
majefly’s  reign,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  wickedly,  fraudulently,  and  fe- 
lonioufly  forged  and  counterfeited  a  note,  in  form  of  a  bank 
note,  bearing  date  the  24th  of  December,  1723,  figned  as 
in  behalf  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land;  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to 
William  Richardfon,  or  bearer,  againfl  the  peace  of  our  fo- 
Vereign  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  againfl  the 
form  of  the  flatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided. 

The  prifoner  demanded  a  party-jury,  half  Englifh  and  half 
foreigners,  which  the  court  granted  him. 

John  Allinghatft.  This  note  of  85  1.  was  originally  a  note 
but  of  20  1.  1  made  it  out  for  this  fum,  payable  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Richardfon,  or  bearer. 

Da  .iel  Mallory.  On  the  15th  or  1 6th  of  January  lafl, 
the  Baron  de  Loden  came  to  my  (hop  :  having  bought  about 
twelve  pounds  worth  of  lace,  he  gave  me  this  note  of 
85  1.  and  I  returned  him  in  exchange  a  twenty  pound  bank 
note,  and  as  much  money  as,  with  the  value  of  the  lace,  made 
up  the  85  1. 

'The.  Baron  de  Loden.  This  20 1.  note  which  I  received 
of  Mr.  Mallory,  I  gave  to  the  prifoner  in  the  lodgings  of  the' 
Countefs  de  Boflram,  which  were  up  one  pair  of  flairs.  I 
had  lodgings  up  two  pair  of  flairs  in  the  fame  houfe.  The 
prifoner  defired  to  have  the  key  of  my  lodgings,  I  gave  it 
him,  and  he  went  up  with  the  note,  and  flaid  fome  time  by 
himfelf ;  when  he  came  down  again,  he  (hewed  me  the  note. 
The  fum  twenty  was  taken  clear  out,  and  the  place  left  blank. 
Then  he  drew  the  note  through  a  plate  of  gum-water,  and 
having  dried  it,  he  put  it  between  papers,  and  fmoothed  it 
over  with  a  box-iron,  and  afterwards  wrote  in  the  vacancy 
where  twenty  had  been  taken  out,  one  hundred,  and  likewife 
at  the  bottom  of  the  note,  he  wrote  in  figures  t  00,  where  it 
had  been  20.  When  he  had  thus  altered  the  note  from 
twenty  to  one  hundred,  he  gave  it  to  me  to  buy  a  fervice  of 
plate.  I  accordingly  went  with  it,  and  bought  plate  to  the 
6  G  g  value 
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value  of  4c  1.  and  upwards,  which  1  gave  to  the  interpreter, 
but  cannot  tell  whether  or  no  he  delivered  it  to  the  prifoner  $ 
for  in  about  an  hour  afterwards  I  was  taken  up.  i  he  pri¬ 
foner  has  told  me  that  he  could  write  twenty  forts  of  hands, 
and  that  if  he  had  but  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  he  could 
make  the  fum  fifty  thoufand. 

Elecncra ,  Countefs  of  Bojlram .  The  Baron  of  Loden 
brought  the  20 1.  note  to  the  prifoner  in  my  lodgings.  The 
prifoner  carried  it  up  one  pair  of  flairs  higher,  to  the  Baron’s 
lodgings,  where  he  flaid  a  little  while  by  bimfelf,  and  then 
brought  down  the  note  with  the  word  twenty  taken  out,  af¬ 
ter  which  he  drew  it  through  gum-water,  dried  it,  and  fmoothed 
k  between  papers  with  a  box-iron,  and  then  he  wrote  one 
hundred  in  the  room  of  twenty. 

Prifoner .  Did  you  fee  me  write  it  ? 

The  Countefs,  Yes,  I  faw  it  with  thefe  eyes.  I  did  be¬ 
fore  G — d  !  v  j 

Prifoner .  I  have  a  letter  here,  which  was  wrote  to  me  hy 
the  Baron,  in  which  he  denies  that  I  either  altered,  or  gave  him 
the  note,  and  declares  that  it  was  done  by  one  Collier. 

The  Baron.  I  own  I  wrote  that  letter,  and  gave  it  to  . 
the  prifoner;  but  he  came  to  fee  me  after  I  was  apprehended, 
and  committed  to  Newgate,  and  faid.  What  good  $ili 
it  do  you  to  hang  me?  If  you  charge  it  upon  a  perfon  that 
cannot  be  fo^nd,  you  may  come  off  yourfelf  well  enough. 
Then  he  perfuaded  me  to  write  this  letter,  and  I  wrote  what 
he  dictated. 

Mr.  Frazier .  The  prifoner  fent  a  letter  to  one  of  his  cor» 
refpondents  at  Amfferdam,  defiring  him  to  advife  if  bank 
notes  for  large  hums  were  current  there.  * 

Prifoner .  I  do  not  deny  it.  I  came  hither  from  Brefiau  in 
Silefia  to  negotiate  an  affair  for  the  Duke  de  Alvarez,  the  laft 
of  the  family  of  the  Duke  de  Alva,  [fo  infamous  for  hi§ 
cruelty  in  the  Netherlands.] 

Court.  What  affair  was  that  ? 

Prifoner.  It  was  about  a  large  fum,  near  a  million  of  mo¬ 
ney,  owing  to  the  Duke  de  Alvarez,  from  this  government, 

or  from  the  executors  of  the  Lord  Godolphin.— - -Mr. 

Myer,  and  the  laft  witnefs,  Mr.  Frazier,  know  that  I  had 
fuch  an  affair  in  hand. 

Mr.  Frazier .  The^prifoner  has  indeed  talked  to  me  about 
fuch  an  affair,  and  {hewed  me  fame  writings,  which  lie  pre¬ 
tended  were  his  powers,  and  defired  rny  affiftance,  but  I 
excufed  myfelf  from  being  any  way  concerned  in  it  ;  for 
I  could  not  underhand  it,  nor  did  I  believe  that  what  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  was  real.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Myer  depofed  to  the  fame  effedf. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death. 

An  Account  of  Frederick  Schmidt.  1 

Frederick  Schmidt  was  born  at  Breflau,  the  capital  of 
Silefia,  in  the  north-eaft  of  Germany,  where  his  parents 

made  a  confiderable  figure. - They  gave  him  a  good 

education.  He  lived  feveral  years  in  Brefiau,  and  applied 
himfelf  chiefly  to  merchandize.  His  chief  trading  was  to 
Hamburgh,  where  he  had  fettled  a  correfpondence,  though 
he  had  fome  dealings  in  feveral  parts  of  Holland.  He  mar¬ 
ried  while  he  was  very  young  5  but  upon  fome  mif- 
underftanding  betwixt  him  and  his  wife,  they  parted  ; 
after  which  he  came  over  hither  to  negotiate  fome  af¬ 
fairs  of  merchandize,  and  then  went  to  Hoi  and.  It  was 
reported,  that  he  went  to  France  too,  and  at  Paris  coun¬ 
terfeited  fome  notes,  on  which  account  he  was  forced  to 
fly  from  thence  ;  but  this  he  always  denied.  However  that 
was,  he  returned  to  England  with  the  Baron  de  Loden,  and 
the  Countefs  de  Boflram.  Who  or  what  thefe  people  really 
were,  is  uncertain,  but  they  were  known  here  by  no  other 
titles.  Some  imagined  that  Schmidt  was  the  Baron’s  fer- 
vant;  but  it  is  more  probable,  as  Schmidt  hinted  to  fome  of 
his  friends,  that  he  and  the  Baron  were  upon  an  equal 
footing,  and  fet  their  wits  to  work  to  maintain  the  Coun¬ 
tefs  in  fome  degree  anfwerable  to  her  title.  He  faid  the 
Baron  was  an  apothecary’s  fon,  and  by  being  fome  time 
in  his  father’s  bufinefs,  he  learned  how7  to  prepare  liquids 
that  would  difcbarge  writing  :  that  in  this  practice  the  Baron 
had  been  the  greater  offender  of  the  two  ;  but  the  Countefs 
had  done  more  than  both  of  them 

Among  other  frauds  of  this  kind,  it  feems,  that  Schmidt 
altered  a  bank  note  from  a  fmall  fum  to  600 1.  and  left  it 
with  the  Baron,  to  borrow  two  or  three  hundred  pounds 
upon  it.  The  Baron  for  this  purpofe  applied  to  one  Mr. 
Perrier,  but  without  fuccefs  5  then  he  tried  Mr.  Minet, 
but  he  refufing  too,  the  Baron  went  to  Mr.  Wilday,  and 
bought  goods  of  him  to  the  value  of  200  1.  and  gave  him  the 
600  1.  note,  and  Mr.  Wilday  returned  him  in  exchange  40, ol. 
in  notes  and  cafh.  1 


*  The  Countefs  appears  to-  have  been  the  iA  rs.  R — dd  of  her  time,  and 
her  two  afiocia'es  rehcmble  the  two  P-rr  -’s. 

G  g  2  When 
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When  Schmidt  was  apprehended,  he  faid  he  did  no| 
think  the  offence  was  capital;  nor  even  after  fen  fence, 
when  he  was  put  into  the  Condemned-Hold,  could  he  be  per-* 
fuaded  that  he  fhouid  fuller  death  for  it ;  for  he  told  the 
other  malefactors,  in  as  good  Englifh  as  he  could  ipeaks 
that  he  fhould  not  be’ hanged  with  them,  but  fhoulds  In  twd> 
or  three  days,  return  to  His  former  lodgings.  He  "was  fo 
buoyed  up  with  his  hopes,  that  for  a  long  time,  he  would  nei~ 
ther  read  nor  pray,  but  employed  himfelf  night  and  day  in 
writing  a  large  number  of  letters  to  feveral  noblemen,  foreign 
minifters,  and  merchants. 

He  underftood  fome  Latin,  fome  French,  and  fome  Eng» 
3i(b,  but  neither  of  them  perfectly,  and  therefore  the  Or- 
dinary  advifed  him  to  have  fome  minilfer,  whom  he  could 
underfland  :  but  he  was  fo  far  from  fending  for  any,  that 
when  a  Lutheran  minifler  voluntarily  came  to  vifit  him, 
he  would  hardly  condefcend  tp|give  him  a  hearing  at  firft,  tho  ■ 
after  fome  time,  when,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  one,  on 
whofe  promifes  he  bad  too  much  depended,  he  found  himfelf 
disappointed  in  his  hopes  of  a  pardon,  he  changed  his  be- 
haviours  fhewed  a  great  regard  for  this  Lutheran,  and  appeared 
very  thankful  for  his  kind  offices. 

He  fell  Tick  a  few  days  before  his  death,  and  his  expectations 
of  life  being  entirely  vanifhed,  he  freely  confelled  the  fact  for 
which  he  was  to  die.  '1 ;  ‘  •  1  ’ 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  appeared  very  much  com- 
pofed  in  bis  mind,  though  he  fhewed  but  little  regard  to 
the  prayers ;  for  while  the  other  criminals  were  at  their  de* 
votion,  he  employed  himfelf  in  taking  notice  of  their  beha¬ 
viour.  The  prayers  being  ended,  he  requefted  of  the  Lutheran 
minifler  who  attended  him,  to  write  to  his  aged  mother  in 
Germany  ,  and  inform  her  of  his  unhappy  exit,  and  then  de¬ 
firing  the  executioner  to  put  him  to  as  little  pain  as  poffible', 
the  cart  drew  away-,  -  r  *'•  T  •  ;  '  ' 

1  ,1  i  '  1  . 

-  ^ 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  April  29,  1724.5 
in  the  45th  year  of  his  agev  »•  *•  *•••  :y  :  - 

j  i, .  T  ■  *  :  -  ,  v.U  •  i  i  1-  v 
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CQNSTANTINE  MAC-GENN1S,  for  Murder,  April, 

1724. 

r  ONSTANTINE  MAC-GENNIS,  of  St.  Clement’s 
^  Danes,  was  indi£tea  for  the  murder  of  Frances,  the 
wife  of  Richard  Williams,  Feb.  15,  1723-4. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indited  on  the  flatute  of  tab¬ 
bing,  and  a  third  time  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition  for  the 
fame  murder. 

Ann  Bra?npton,  On  Saturday  morning,  about  half  an 
hour  pad  fix,  looking  out  of  a  window  up  one  pair  of 
flairs,  in  Fffex-Court,  I  favv  the  prifoner  drag  the  deceafed 
along  the  pafiage.  Her  mouth  and  his  hand  were  bloody, 
and.  as  foon  as  he  had  got  her  out  of  the  paflage,  he 
made  feveral  pufhes  at  her  with  his  fword,  and  then  flung 
her  down  on  the  flones,  and  faid  fhe  was  a  witch,  and 
he  would  burn  her  ;  fhe  fhrieked  a  little,  but  her  voice  was 
very  low. 

Benjamin  Robinfon.  As  I  was  walking  in  the  Temple, 

I  heard  a  noife,  and  going  into  Effex-Court,  I  faw  the  pri¬ 
foner  flourifhing  his  fword  over  the  deceafed,  and  he  faid 
he  would  dick  her  again.  I  called  to  him,  and  afked  him,  if 

he  was  not  a  bafe  man  to  ferve  a  woman  fo?  D - -n  you, 

you  dog,  fays  he.  I’ll  flick  you  too.  The  deceafed  was  then 
on  her  hands  and  knees,  and  he  fluck  her  in  the  bread,  and 
then  ran  away.  I  ran  after  him,  and  fome  tub  folks  coming 
up,  we  furrounded  him.  He  defired  us  not  to  ufe  him  ill* 
and  furrendered  himfelf. 

Richard  Williams ,  the  deceafed’s  hufband.  My  wife 
was  the  prifoner’s  ‘  laundrefs,  and  did  his  bufinefs  In  his 
chambers.  She  told  me  on  the  Thurfday  before,  that  he 
had  threatened  her,  upon  which  I  advifed  her  not  to  go 
to  him  ;  but  fhe  faid  he  had  always  been  a  civil  gentle¬ 
man,  and  fhe  believed  he  was  drunk,  or  had  been  at  the 
mafquerade,  and  fomething  had  difturbed  him,  and  (he 
hoped  there  would  be  no  danger  when  he  came  to  him¬ 
felf  ;  fo  fhe  went  to  him  that  afternoon,  and  he  bid  her 
come  the  next  morning  and  make  him  a  fire  :  fhe  did  fo., 
and  his  behaviour  was  not  then  amifs ;  but  on  the  Satur¬ 
day  morning,  word  was  brought  me,  that  he  had  murdered 
her. 

Jane 


2 3S  CONSTANTINE  MAC-GENNIS,  forMuRDE*. 

"Jane  Offley.  On  Thurfday  in  the  afternoon,  I  faw  the  de» 
ceafed  come  to  the  prifoner,  and  he  bid  her  come  again  next 
morning  to  make  his  fire,  and  when  (lie  came,  he  appeared 
very  fenfible  and  civil, 

John  Bench.  Hearing  of  the  didurbance,  I  went  and 
fecured  tjbe  prifoner  ;  but  when  I  got  him  into  Devereux- 
Court,  he  {aid  he  would  go  no  further  ;  that  he  fliould 
catch  cold  for  want  of  his  wig;  that  the  deceafed  was  a 
witch,  and  that  there  had  been  a  murder  committed  in 
the  Tower,  but  he  could  not  difcover  it,  becaufe  (he  had 
bewitched  him.  I  thought  be  was  drunk,  for  he  fmelled 
very  dfong.  I  put  him  in  mind  how  great  a  crime  he  had 

committed.  Then,  fays  he,  I  mud  die  for  it.-- . Are  you  a 

magistrate  ?  I  told  him  I  was  a  condable  ;  upon  which  he 
deiired  me  to  take  care  of  his  chambers,  becaufe  he  had 
things  of  conference  there. 

Richard  Glyn.  A  perfon  came  to  the  deceafed’s  huf- 
band,  and  faid.  There  is  a  man  dabbing  your  wife ;  up- 
on  which  I  ran,  and  faw  the  prisoner  with  his  (word  in 
his  hand,  and  the  deceafed  upon  her  hands  and  kne  g. 

I  faid  tp  him,  Are  you  not  afhamed  ?  — — Afhamed  ! - - 

fays  he.  Why,  {he  is  a  witch.  .But  you  muft  be  hanged  for 
killing  her,  fays  I.  Aye,  fays  he,  I  know  that  as  well 
as  you.  The  tub-men  coming  up,  I  called  to  them,  and 
faid,  Why  don’t  ye  pull  off  your  yokes,  and  fecure  him  ? 
At  the  fame  time  I  bid  the  prifoner  furrender,  and  de¬ 
liver  his  fword.  He  anfwered,  I  am  ready,  and  fo  taking 
his  fword  by  the  blade,  he  held  it  out  fo  one  that  flood 
by. 

■  Francis  Field .  I  faw  the  prifoner  in  Eflex-Courf,  with 
the  naked  fword  in  his  hand.  I  afked  him,  why  he  had 
killed  the  woman  ?  He  anfwered,  If  I  had  not  killed 
her,  fhe  muff  have  been  burnt,  for  {he  was  a  witch  ;  and 
in  a  little  time  he  gave  me  his  fword,  and  faid  he  would 
difcover  the  mod:  barbarous  murder  that  ever  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

Luke  Hill.  The  day  before  the  murder  the  prifoner 
called  me  to  go  on  an  errand  for  him  to  one  Mr.  Sexton’s, 
in  Gray’s-Inn,  and  to  bid  one  Mr.  Twiney  come  to  him. 
He  gave  me  diredfions  more  than  once,  and  when  I  re¬ 
turned,  he  took  my  anfwer  very  fenfibly,  and  paid  me. 

I  perceived  no  disorder  in  him  then,  for  he  talked  very  ra¬ 
tionally. 

Michael  Payne.  I  faw  the  deceafed  lying  on  her  hands 
and  knees  at  the  bottom  of  the  fteps,  and  the  prifoner  flou- 
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rifhing  his  fword  over  her.  He  bid  me  take  her  away.  I 
afked  him  what  I  (hould  do  with  her  ?  He  faid  he  did  not  care, 
I  might  carry  her  and  burn  her,  if  I  would. 

Mr.  Bouch ,  the  furgeon.  Upon  viewing  the  body  of  the 
deceafed,  I  found  fhe  had  nineteen  wounds,  one  of  them  had 
paffed  under  her  bread,  and  penetrated  her  heart,  and  this  alone 
was  fufficient  Co  be  the  caufe  of  her  death. 

Several  witneffes  appeared  to  prove  that  the  prifoner  was  lu¬ 
natic. 

Mary  Price .  I  am  fervant  at  the  Temple  eating-houfe. 
The  prifoner  ufed  to  dine  at  my  mafler’s,  and  fometimes 
I  carried  vidtuals  to  his  chambers,  as  I  did  the  Thurfday  be¬ 
fore  he  killed  the  woman.  He  was  fitting  by  the  fire,  looked 
very  gruff,  and  did  not  fpeak  a  word,  nor  would  he  eat  any 
of  the  victuals. 

Mr.  ' Jenkins .  Some  days  before  the  deceafed  was  killed, 
I  went  to  the  prifoner’s  chamber,  he  was  then  going  to 
breakfad,  and  afked  me  to  drink  tea  with  him.  He  went 
into  the  clofet  for  fome  milk,  but  finding  none,  he  be¬ 
llowed  fome  curfes  upon  his  laundrefs,  who  was  not  pre¬ 
lent,  and  faid,  fhe  was  a  witch,  and  a  cat,  and  had  eat 
up  his  milk,  and  had  put  draw  upon  the  fire,  and  made 
a  rafh  come  out  upon  him.  1  met  him  on  the  Friday, 
and  he  talked  to  me  in  fuch  an  odd  manner,  that  I  per¬ 
ceived  a  great  alteration  in  him,  and  therefore  fhunned  his 
company. 

Francis  Garvan.  The  Sunday  before  the  accident,  the 
prifoner  came  to  me,  and  faid,  there  was  a  fcheme  laid 
to  draw  him  into  a  plot,  that  there  was  a  junto  of  con- 
fpirators,  of  whom  Mr.  Gordon  was  the  chief ;  that  one 
of  them  wanted  to  fee  him  write,  and  another  to  fee  his 
feal  ;  that  his  papers  had  been  rifled  ;  that  there  was  a  let¬ 
ter  in  Mid’s  Journal  levelled  at  him  ;  that  in  Wedminfter- 
Hall  the  people  whifpered  and  pointed  at  him  ;  and  that 
he  was  under  great  apprehenfions  of  being  taken  up,  and 
therefore  intended  to  make  the  bed  of  his  way  out  of  the 
kingdom,  I  went  to  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  and  acquainted  him 
with  the  prifoner ’s  diforder. 

Dr.  Fitzgerald.  Mr.  Sexton  fent  for  me  to  come  and  fee 
the  prifoner,  I  went  on  Thurfday  evening,  and  found  the 
prifoner  under  a  diforder  of  mind.  He  told  me,  a  friend  of 
his,  one  Mr.  O’Neal,  had  been  barbaroudy  murdered,  and 
that  he  himfelf  had  been  the  occafion  of  it,  by  telling  the 
rogues  which  way  O'Neal  was  gone:  but  at  the  fame  time 
Mr.  Sexton  faid,  he  had  a  letter,  advifing  of  O’NeaFs  fa fp  ar- 
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rival  in  Ireland.  I  enquired  how  the  prifoner  had  retted,  ancf 
was  told,  he  had  not  flept  in  five  nights.  .  Perceiving  his  dis¬ 
order,  I  Sent  for  a  Surgeon  to  bleed  hirn ;  but  when  the  fur- 
geon  came,  the  prifoner  placed  himfelf  againtt  the  wall,  with 
his  Sword  in  his  hand,  and  Swore  he  would  not  be  blooded. 

Jnother  Witnefs.  The  prifoner  got  upon  one  Coach- horfe, 
and  beat  the  other  with  his  naked  Sword. 

Many  other  witneffes  Spoke  to  Several  circumftances  of  his 
having  adled  like  a  madman  for  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the 
murder. 

The  jury  acquitted  him  of  the  murdet,  as  being  lunatic 
at  that  time. 


ANN  JAMES,  for  privately  Stealing,  April,  1724. 

ANN  J  AMES,  of  St.  Sepulchre’s,  was  indidled  for  pri- 
vately  {Sealing  a  Silver  watch,  value  40s.  from  the  per- 
fon  of  William  Pugh,  April  4. 

William  Pugh.  I  went  to  drink  at  the  (bed  in  Smithfield5 
the  prifoner  came  in  there,  and  1  drank  to  her,  but  the  land¬ 
lord  Spoke  to  me  not  to  drink,  to  her  any  more;  I  ftaid  there 
about  half  an  hour,  and,  then  going  along  Chick-lane,  fhc 
overtook  me,  and  afked  me  how  I  did  ?  I  Said,  I  did  not 
know  her.  Not  know  me,  my  dear,  fays  ibe,  why  you 
drank  to  me  in  thefhed,  and  I  thank  ye  for  it;  and  as  it  is 
very  dark,  if  you’ll  be  So  kind  as  to  fee  me  home,  I  {hall  be 
ftiil  more  obliged  to  ye.  She  talked  So  kindly  and  So  prettily, 
that  I  could  not  forbear  going  home  with  her.  When  I  came 
near  her  houfe,  a  watchman  bid  me  take  care,  and  So  I  laid 
my  hand  upon  my  watch,  was  Sure  I  had  it  when  I  went 
in  a  doors  with  her;  tho’  if  I  had  not  been  a  fool  and  a  puppy 3 
I  had  never  gone  in  at  all,  after  I  bad  Such  fair  warning  given 
me  ;  but,  when  the  drink’s  in,  the  wit’s  out,  as  the  Saying  is. 
I  thought  myfelf  a  mighty  wife  feilow,  and  was  above  taking 
counfel  of  any  body,  and  So  I  went  in,  and  down  we  fat  to¬ 
gether  upon  the  bed.  She  was  wonderful  fweet  upos  me,  and 
willing  to  do  any  thing  in  life  to  oblige  me.  I  ttaid  with  her 
about  half  an  hour,  and  then  the  candle  fill  out,  and  I  was 
forced  to  grope  in  the  dark  a  good  while  before  I  could  find 
the  door  ;  but  at  laft  I  got  out,  and  then  1  miffed  my  watch* 
Court .  Was  no  body  with  you  in  the  room  but  the  pri¬ 
foner  l 
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Pugh.  Not  a  foul !  I  never  law  nor  felt  any  body  but  her. 
Prifoner.  I  know  nothing  of  this  fellow,  nor  his  watch 
neither.  He  never  was  in  my  room,  nor  did  I  ever  fet  eyes 
on  him  before  this  defied  day. 

The  jury  acquitted  her. 


PETER  CURTIS,  alias  FRIEND,  and  THOMAS 
JAMES  GRUNDY,  (a  Boy)  for  Burglary,  and 
JOANNA  GRUNDY,  for  receiving  Stolen  Goods, 
May,  1724. 

DETER  CURTIS,  alias  FRIEND,  and  THOMAS 
JAMES  GRUNDY,  of  St.  Mildred  in  the  Poultry, 
were  indicled  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Lluellin 
Afpley,  and  dealing  a  diver  tea-pot,  value  9I.  a  pair  of  diver 
candledicks,  value  7I.  a  diver  coffee-pot,  a  diver  ladle,  and 
feveral  other  pieces  of  plate,  and  wearing  apparel,  on  the  1  ith 
of  Jan.  1723-4,  in  the  nighttime. 

And  Joanna  Grundy  for  receiving  the  faid  goods,  know¬ 
ing  them  to  have  been  dolen. 

Lluellin  Afpley.  On  the  10th  of  Jan.  I  went  to  bed,  be¬ 
tween  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  at  night.  Next  morning  my 
fervant  came  up,  and  told  me,  the  houfe  had  been  broke  o^en, 
and,  going  down,  I  found  it  was  true.  The  entrance  had 
been  made  at  a  window  belonging  to  the  neceffary  houfe, 
which  looked  into  a  neighbour’s  yard.  There  was  an  iron 
bar  in  the  window:  I  meafured  the  breadth  of  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  that  bar  and  the  frame  of  the  window,  and  finding  it 
was  but  eight  inches,  I  concluded  the  place  muft  have  been 
entered  by  a  boy. 

Ann  Wright ,  the  profecutor’s  fervant.  The  family  all  went 
to  bed  about  eleven  o’clock.  I  fat  up  the  latefl  of  them,  and 
made  all  faff,  and  left  the  plate  {landing  upon  the  fide-board. 
The  next  morning  a  neighbour  rung  at  the  door  pretty  early, 
and  when  I  went  down,  he  faid  he  believed  the  houfe  had 
been  robbed,  for  the  window  in  the  neceffary  houfe  was  broke 
open. 

Charles  S bellow.  On  Saturday  Jan.  the  1  ith,  the  prifoner, 
Peter  Curtis,  brought  fome  apparel,  and  a  little  fiver  ladle  to 
my  houfe,  and  defired  me  to  lend  him  three  guineas  upon 
them  ;  he  faid,  they  belonged  to  his  mafter,  who  was  an  un¬ 
happy  man:  at  the  fame  time  he  redeemed  fome  women’s 
7  H  h  deaths, 
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cloaths,  which,  he  Rid,  were  his  miftrefs’s,  and,  which  he 
had  pawned  with  me  fome  time  before  for  half  a  guinea;  but, 
in  two  or  three  days  he  brought  thefe  women’s  cloaths  again, 
and  borrowed  halt  a  guinea  more  upon  them,  telling  me,  that 
the  money  he  had  cn  the  other  things  was  not  enough  to  an- 
Ever  his  mailer’s  eccafions.  On  the  24th  of  April  he  brought 
fome  more  plate,  upon  which  he  wanted  two  guineas;  but,  an 
Advertisement  having  been  left  at  my  houfe  by  the  profecutoffs 
order,  i  told  the  prifoner  he  mull  give  fome  account  how  he 
came  by  the  plate,  and  who  his  mafter  was  ?  Upon  this  he 
begged  very  heartily  that  I  would  let  him  go,  and  promifed  to 
make  him  ample  fatssfadfion*  1  told  him,  I  could  by  no  means 
do  that,  and  fo  I  fecured  him,  and  fent  for  the  profecutor, 
who  came  immediately,  and  this  prifoner  was  carried  before  a 
juftice,  and  committed  to  r he  Poultry  Compter. 

Jcjeph  fVinnet ,  conftable.  I  was  fent  for  to  the  pawn¬ 
broker’s,  where  I  found  the  prifoner  Curtis,  and  carried  him 
before  the  juftice,  who  committed  him*  Then  I  went  to  his 
lodging,  which  was  in  the  houfe  of  Joanna  Grundy  (one  of 
the  other  nrifoners)  and  fearched  about,  but  could  find  no¬ 
thing.  I  went  again  afterwards,  and  told  her  it  would  be 
better  for  her  to  difeover  the  profecutor’s  plate;  for  if  (he  did 
not,  perhaps  both  (he  and  her  fon  (d  homas  James  Grundy, 
the  other  prifoner)  might  come  to  be  hanged  for  it.  She 
would  not  then  own  that  fhe  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter; 
but  next  day  fhe  came  to  me  and  faid,  Lord  !  Mr.  Winnet— 
t  have  had  iuch  a  dream  ! — It  has  put  me  into  fuch  a  hurry 
and  confufton  of  fpirits. — d  he  Lord  be  merciful  to  me  !  I 
ihall  hardly  be  my  own  woman  again  this  fortnight.  I  dreamt 
as  how  I  was  muddling  among  the  dirt  in  a  dark  place  under 
ground,  and  there  methought  was  a  parcel  of  plate  in  a  bafket, 
and  methought  it  was  fuch  plate  as  you  told  me  Mr.  Afpley 
had  loft ;  for  methought  there  was  a  coffee-pot,  and  a  tea¬ 
pot,  a  pair  ®f  candlefticks,  and  feveral  other  things.  I  hope 
in  the  Lord  it  may  prove  true,  that  fo,  by  the  blefftng  of  pro¬ 
vidence,  I  may  become  inftrumenlal  in  helping  the  gentleman 
to  his  goods  again.  I  gave  but  little  heed  to  this,  till  fhe  told 
me  the  dream  was  repeated,  and  was  very  urgent  for  me  to 
go  and  fearch  her  houle  once  more;  and,  then  at  laft  I  went, 
and  in  a  corner  of  the  cellar  I  found  the  plate  in  her  bafket, 
the  .coffee-pot  being  uppermoft.  I  apprehended  that  it  had 
been  hid  under  ground  in  the  cellar,  for  the  earth  bad 
been  dug  up,  and  lay  loofe.  After  this,  I  went  to  Curtis  in 
Newgate,  and  he  owned  the  fad.  I  (fays  he)  lifted  the  boy, 
Thomas  James  Grundy,  over  the  wall,  and  put  him  'into 
the  window,  and  then  he  went  to  the  flreet  door  and  opened 
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it,  and  I  and  Joanna  Grundy,  his  mother,  went  in,  carried 
off  the  goods,  and  hid  the  plate  under  ground  in  her  cellar; 
and  therefore,  as  I  freely  confefs  all  this,  I  hope  you  will  do 
your  endeavour  to  make  me  an  evidence  againR  them. 

Court.  His  confeflion  affedts  himfelf,  but  is  no  proof  a- 
gainft  the  other  two. 

Curtis .  I  will  give  the  court  no  farther  trouble,  I  own 
that  I  am  guilty. 

The  jury  acquitted  Joanna  and  Thomas  James  Grundy, 
and  found  Curtis  guilty  of  the  indictment.  Death, 

P  £  T  e  R  Curtis  gave  the  following  Account  of  himfelf, 

I  am  now  near  30  years  old.  I  was  born  in  the  wed:  of 
England,  my  father  put  me  apprentice  to  a  {hip-carpenter  ; 
but  this  was  fo  laborious  a  bufmefs,  that  I  never  had  any  li¬ 
king  to  it.  I  went  a  voyage  with  my  maffer,  and  foon  after 
my  return,  tho’  1  was  but  a  boy,  I  married  and  run  away 
from  my  mafter,  refolving  never  more  to  work  at  my  trade. 
But,  as  I  was  obliged  to  do  fomething  for  a  living,  I  chofe  to 
be  a  gentleman’s  fervant,  which  I  thought  was  the  mod  eafy 
Ration  of  life  I  could  fall  into.  In  two  or  three  years  time  I 
lived  in  feveral  families  ;  for  I  never  Raid  long  in  a  place  ; 
but  being  extravagant,  and  having  but  fmall  wages,  I  run  fo 
far  in  debt,  that,  to  avoid  a  gaol,  I  enliRea  myfelf  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  fea  fervice,  tho’  not  as  a  (hip-carpenter,  for  1  had 
forfworn  that,  but  as  a  trumpeter,  and  in  this  capacity,  I 
ferved  on  board  the  Shrewfbury  man  of  war,  when  admiral 
Byng  attacked  the  Spanifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

After  my  return,  1  ferved  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
fought  under  the  duke  of  Argvle,  at  the  battle  of  Dumhlain. 
A^t  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  1  had  my  thigh  {battered; 
and  before  the  fight  was  over,  my  horfe  was  fhot  under  me, 
and  a  foldier  and  his  horfe  who  were  next  to  me,  being  both 
killed  at  the  fame  time,  the  two  horfes  falling  together,  crufhed 
me  between  them,  and  broke  three  of  my  ribs. 

I  was  now  maRer  of  fourfeore  pounds,  and  had  thoughts  of 
putting  myfelf  into  fome  way  of  bufinefs  ;  but  falling  into  loofe 
company,  I  fpent  moR  of  the  money  without  fixing  upon  any 
thing  ;  and,  what  made  the  matter  worfe  was,  I  had  no  more 
fenfe  than  to  be  bound  for  one  of  my  acquaintance,  for  a  much 
greater  fum  than  I  was  able  to  pay,  and  he  had  no  more  ho~ 
nefiy  than  to  leave  me  to  (hift  tor  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could. 
•Fo  efcape  the  danger  impending,  I  determined  to  go  to  fea 
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ag.ain  ;  but  the  creditor  hearing  of  my  defign,  he  had  me  ta- 
ken  up,  and  committed  to  the  Poultry-compter,  on  pretence 
of  .a  felony  ;  hut  his  view  was  only  to  detain  me  till  he  could 
take  out  a  writ,  and  have  me  arrefted  for  the  money  due  to 
him.  •  v:i 

Here  I  continued  a  long  time,  locked  up  in  a  difmal  a- 
partment,  without  a  bed  to  lie  on,  and  almoff  perifhed  with 
hunger  and  cold  ;  but  at  laft,  by  the  help  of  fome  friends,  I 
obtained  my  liberty,  and  foon  after  I  went  to  live  with  Mr. 
A* pi ey,  who  kept  a  china  {hop  within  a  few  doors  of  the 
Compter.  .  -•  -  >-  ?  -•* 

1  continued  a  pretty  while  in  bis  fervice,  and  when  I  left  it, 
1  took  up  a  lodging  with  Joanna  Grundy.  I  his  woman  was 
the  contriver  of  the  robbery  for  which  I  mud  die.  She  pro- 
pofed  that  I  fh'ould  put  her  boy  in  at  the  window,  that  he 
ilrould  open  the  ftreet  door,  and  let  us  in,  and  when  we  had' 
got  as  much  as  we  could  carry,  that  we  lliould  fet  the  houfe 
on  Fire  to  conceal  the  robbery.  I  agreed  to  the  robbery,  but 
obj-edted  again  ft  firing  the  houie,  becaufe  it  flood  between  an 
od  fhop  and  an  apothecary’s,  and  was  fo  near  the  Compter  i 
and  behdes,  the  wind  was  very  high  that  night.'’  c  ;  y  4 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1  offered  two  pieces  of  plate  we  ftole 
out  of  this  houfe  to  a  Pawnbroker,  who  took  me  up  on  fuf~ 
picion,  and  I  was  committed  again  to  the  Compter  ;  Grundy’s 
houfe,  where  T  had  lodged,  was  fearched,  but  nothing  being 
found  there,  and  I  pretending  that  the  two  pieces  of  plate  were 
given  to  me  to  pawn  by  a  perfon  who  abfconded,  my  mailer 
had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  my  innocence,  that  he  himfelf  pro¬ 
cured  my  difcharge :  but  1  had  not  been  above  a  week  at  li¬ 
berty,  before  he  found  farther  caufe  of  fufpicion,  upon  which 
1  was  taken  up  again,  and  committed  to  Newgate.  The  con- 
ilable  coming  to  me  there,  and  telling  me,  the  plate  was  found 
m  Grundy’s  cellar,  1  confefied  the  fa£l,  in  hopes  of  being 
made  an  evidence.  Thus  far  Curtis.  ■  •  •  ..  v  -*■  -•  >  • 

The  Ordinary  fays,  This  prifoner,  when  ftrft  he  was 
under  condemnation,  appeared  to  be  deeply  touched  with  a 
feide  of  his  condition  ;  but  afterwards,  inftead  of  being  more 
and  more  concerned,  he  gradually  ceafed  to  regard  death,  to 
the  time  he  died.  Yet  his  behaviour  was  no  way  rude  or 
fin 0 bom,  but  at  prayers  he  was  ferious  and  obfervant.  He  faid, 
he.  had  palled  through  fuch  a  vaft  variety  of  adventures,  acci- 
ferns  and  .'{hocks  in  .life,  as  had  long  ago  learned  him  to  def~ 
p  ie  death, whenever  it  fhould  approach, .  and'  in  whatever 
ftiape.  Bcfides  other  various  hardships,  having  never  been  in 

■  ■  l  *>  >  :  •  •••  *  ■■  a  bed 
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a  bed  in  22  weeks,  except  one  week.  That  his  hatred  towards 
labour  and  indufiry,  was  the  fource  and  occafion  of  a  world 
of  fatigue,  labour  and  hardfhip,  which  he  thence-forward  un¬ 
derwent  ;  and  from  the  very  day  that  he  propofed  and  re- 
foiyed  to  give  himfelf  up  to  pleafure,  he  never  enjoyed  any 
pleafure  at  all.  Many  good  reflections  he  made  befides,  be¬ 
fore  certain  vicious  women  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  cruelty, 
and  made  his  devotion  a  fhew  and  pretence  ;  for  he,  with  the 
other  condemned  prifoners,  abufed  the  clemency  of  their  fu- 
periors,  who  indulged  them  in  a  long  fpace  of  time,  antece¬ 
dent  to  their  deaths;  and,  inftead  of  confirming  themfelves 
in  goodnefs,  grew  wholly  vile  and  abandoned,  -entertaining 
murderous  defigns  of  making  their  efcape  from  the  hands  of 
juftiCe.  This  intention  was  not  difcovered  till  the  Saturday 
preceding  their  execution’;  at  which  time  their  fetters  wore 
found  to  be  loofened,  and  ready  to  take  off  or  put  on,  ind 
inffruments  were  taken  from  the  perfon  of  William  Parkin- 
fon.  Upon  which  they  eafily  acknowledged  their  intentions, 
but  would  not  confefs  who  furnifhed  them  with  inftruments. 
Peter  Burgeis,  who  was  condemned  for  flealing  plate  in  the 
houfe  of  baron  Spar,  but  received  his  majeffy’s  reprieve,  de¬ 
clared  that  his  irons  had  been  loofened  a  fortnight,  but 
he  had  not  met  with  an  opportunity  of  putting  his  defign  in 
pra&ice.  So  that  the  fhow  of  religion  and  devotion,  even 
in  this  old  man,  and  old  offender,  (for  he  was  fome  time 
ago  committed  to  Newgate  for  ffealing  a  filver  watch)  was 
only  artfully  put  on,  the  better  to  carry  on  thofe  wicked  re¬ 
solutions  which  the  Devil  had  infufed  into  his  heart,  but  was 
not  able  to  render  fuccefsful. 

In  like  manner  Curtis  appeared  quiet  and  calm,  and  af¬ 
firmed,  that  compofure  was  owing  to  the  will  of  God  ;  but 
it  at  laft  appeared,  that  his  chearfulnefs  might  proceed  from 
h!s  fully  believing  that  he  fhould  not  fuffer  death  ;  for,  befides 
his  defigned  efcape,  he  had  wealthy  friends  and  relations,  up¬ 
on  whom  he  wholly  relied,  which  made  his  behaviour  fo  much 
alter  while  he  lay  under  convidtion. 

J  f 

At  the  Place  of  Execution , 

<c  Curtis  declared,  that  the  woman,  with  whom  hepodged, 
perfuaded  him  to  rob  Mr.  Afpley,  telling  him,  her  friends  in 
the  country  would  put  off  china  wares,  or  other  goods  to  the 
value  of  ioool.  and  that  her  fon  got  into  the  houfe,  and  let 
Curtis  in,  and  the  woman  received  the  goods  :  but,  added 

he. 


246  JOHN  WRIGHT,  for  Robbery. 

he,  it  is  my  fate  only  to  die,  who  faved  the  houfe  from  he- 
ing  fired,  and  theirs  to  efcape  who  advifed  it.  At  the  fame 
time,  to  fhew  he  did  not  repine  at  his  fate,  hefmiled.  As  to 
the  1400 1.  which  he  had  buried  in  a  portmanteau,  he  was 
diredted  to  difcover  the  true  owners,  that  their  effects  might 
be  reftored  to  them  ;  but  he  faid,  he  found  the  portmanteau 
on  Finchley-Common,  and  believed  it  belonged  to  a  foreign 
ambaffador,  or  nobleman  :  all  the  direction  he  could  give  was, 
that  the  coat  of  arms  was  a  black  fpread  eagle  and  dolphin. 
The  diamond  that  he  had  been  obferved  to  wear,  he  could 
yet  affirm  he  came  very  honeflly  by  ;  but  he  begged  pardon  of 
God  for  all  the  offences  of  his  life.” 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  June  154 
1724. 


JOHN  WRIGHT,  for  a  Robbery,  Auguft,  1724. 

1 0HN  WRIGHT,  of  Pancras,  was  ind idled  for  af- 
J  faulting  Martha  Mead  on  the  high-way,  putting  her  in 
fear,  and  taking  from  her  a  gold  ring,  value  eight  {hillings, 
July  13,  1724. 

Martha  MeacL  As  I  was  going  to  Hampftead,  between 
ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  I  met  the  prifoner  at  Black- 
Mary ’s-Hole,  and  enquired  of  him  the  way  to  Pancras. 
He  laid,  he  was  going  thither,  and  would  fhew  me:  fo 
we  went  together  through  Pancras  church-vard,  and  carrying 
me  to  an  ale-houfe,  he  would  needs  call  for  drink,  and 
then  fitting  down  on  one  end  of  the  bench  at  the  ale  houfe 
door,  he  invited  me  to  fit  down  and  drink  with  him.  I 
refufed  a  good  while  s  but  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and 
was  very  preffing,  and  told  me,  there  could  be  no  harm  in 
it,  and  fo  at  laft  he  perfectly  conilrained  me  to  it,  as  it 
were,  and  I  did  fit  down,  but  it  was  on  the  other  end  of 
the  bench,  and  drink  part,  of  a  pint  of  beer.  Then  we 
went  to  Kentifh-Town,  and  he  called  at  the  Black-Lion  for 
feme  brandy,  and  was  very  urgent  for  me  to  take  a  dram 
with  him,  which  I  did,  though  it  was  with  much  ado. 
Then  I  defired  him  to  diredf  me  the  way  to  Hampftead. 
He  faid,  he  would  go  with  me,  and  be  my  guide ;  fo  he 
led  me  through  feme  bye-fields  towards  Higbgate,  and  in 
one  of  thofe  fields,  he  forced  open  my  hand,  and  pulled 
my  gold  ring  off  my  finger,  and  then  turned  out  of  the 
1  way 
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way  into  another  field.  I  followed,  and  afked  for  my  ring. 
He  faid,  he  would  give  it  me  again  prefently  ;  but  inftead  of 
that,  he  offered  rudenefs  to  me,  and  carried  me  a  long  way 
round  a-bout,  I  don't  know  where-all,  and  told  me  it  was 
the  way  to  Hampftead,  though  it  was  no  fuch  thing.  I  had  a 
callimanco  gown  tied  up  in  a  handkerchief,  and  he  took  that 
from  me  too,  and  then  he  told  me  truly,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  follow  him,  and  fo  he  rambled  up  and  down,  and  called 
at  feveral  houfes. 

Court .  And  did  you  complain  at  any  of  thefe  houfes  of  his 
robbing  you  ? 

Profecutrix .  No. 

Court .  Why  fo  ? 

Prof,  I  was  afraid,  becaufe  the  people  of  thofe  houfes  were 
his  acquaintance  :  and  at  laft  we  wandered  till  we  came  to  the 
fign  of  the  Dolphin,  an  ale-houfe  in  Long- Alley  in  Moorfields, 

Court,  Then  you  did  not  go  to  Hampftead  ? 

Prof.  No. 

Court.  But  fure  you  met  fomebody  before  you  came  to 
Long-Alley. 

Prof  Yes,  a  great  many ;  but  I  was  afraid  he  would  have 
mobbed  me,  if  I  had  offered  to  fpeak,  and  fo  he  went  into  the 
Dolphin,  and  gave  my  gown  to  the  maid,  and  bid  her  not 
give  it  me  till  next  morning ;  but  I  was  refolved  not  to  go 
without  it,  and  fo  at  laft  I  got  it  from  the  maid,  and  then  he 
went  with  me  to  my  lodging,  and  my  land-lord  being  a  con- 
.  liable,  I  demanded  my  ring  of  the  prifoner;  but  he  denied 
then  that  he  had  it,  though  he  owned  it  next  morning. 

Two  other  witnefles  depofed,  that  the  prifoner  denied  the 
ring  overnight  ;  and  the  conftable depofed,  that  next  morning, 
when  the  prifoner  was  in  the  Compter,  he  produced  the  ring. 

Pbe  Prifoner  s  Defence. 

Prifoner.  Having  fome  bufinefs  at  Kentifh-Town,  I  was 
going  thither,  and  by  the  way  I  flopped,  and  fat  down  on 
a  ftile  near  Pancras,  when  the  profecutrix  came  to  me, 
and  enquired  the  way  to  Pancras.  I  direcled  her,  and 
when  we  came  to  the  Adam  and  Eve,  I  fat  down  on  one 
end  of  the  bench,  and  called  for  a  pint  of  beer  ;  fhe  fat 
down  on  the  other  end,  and  fumbling  with  her  hand  in 
her  pocket,  fhe  began  to  complain  that  fhe  had  laid  her 
money  down  at  home,  and  forgot  to  put  it  in  her  pocket, 
or  elfe  fhe  would  have  had  a  pint  of  ale  and  a  cake.  1 
told  her  as  to  that  fhe  fhould  be  welcome  to  take  part  of  a 

pint 
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pint  with  mo,  and  fo  I  drank  to  her,  and  (he  drank  tome, 
again,  and  edging  nearer  and  nearer  from  the  end  of  thq 

bench,  where  file  fat  at  hrlf,  flie  got  clofe  to  me.  The 

land-lord  brought  out  fome  cakes,  and  fhe  took  one  of 
them  and  eat  it.  After  this  we  fet  forward  for  Kentifh- 
Town,  and  when  we  came  there,  I  went  to  the  Black- 
Lion,  where  1  called  for  two  or  three  pints  of  beer,  and 
three  quarterns  of  brandy,  and  (lie  drank  her  fhare  very 
freely,  though  fhe  refufed  at  hrft,  and  we  flaid  there  three 

or  four  hours.  Then  file  enquired  the  way  to  Hampffead. 

I  told  her  I  would  (hew  her  the  way ;  but  I  muft  call 
upon  a  farmer  firft,  about  putting  two  horfes  to  grafs, 
and  fhe  faid  file  would  £o  with  me,  and  fo  fhe  did:  but  I 
went  no  bye-ways,  nor  did  I  violently  take  the  ring  from 
her,  but  fhe  gave  it  me  as  a  pledge  for  her  part  of  the  expences 
I  had  been  at  in  the  long  journey  we  took  together  5  and  as 
for  the  gown,  fhe  defired  me  to  carry  that  for  her.  It  was 
night  by  that  time  we  arrived  in  town,  and  then  we  went  to 
the  Dolphin  in  Long-Alley,  where  we  had  three  pots  of  beer, 
and  after  that  we  called  at  another  place,  and  had  three  half 
‘quarterns  of  brandy ;  and  then  it  being  about  1 1  o’clock,  I 
conduced  her  fafe  home  to  her  lodgings.  This  is  the  fhort 
and  the  long  of  our  progrefs,  and  I  hope  God  is  above  the  De¬ 
vil  fill. 

The  Landlord  at  the  Dolphin.  The  prifoner  and  this  woman 
came  to  my  houfe  between  7  and  Bat  night,  and  ftaid  there 
till  near  11.  They  had  three  mugs  of  beer.  He  had  a  ring 
upon  his  finger  :  I  afked  him  if  it  was  his  own,  and  he  faid  no, 
it  was  the  young  woman’s.  They  drank  very  familiarly  to¬ 
gether,  and  feemed  to  be  mighty  loving;  for  he  killed  her, 
and  fhe  killed  him  a  great  many  times,  and  to  tell  the  truth, 
they  fet  my  chops  a  watering,  fo  that  I  mull  needs  kifs  her  too. 
When  they  were  going,  (he  took  hold  of  his  arm,  and  they 
went  away  together  like  man  and  wife,  or  whore  and  rogue, 

I  don’t  know  well  which  ;  but  all  the  while  they  were  at  my 
houfe,  I  took  them  to  be  in  a  fort  of  a  courtfhio. 

Another  ffidtnef .  When  they  came  into  the  Dolphin,  fhe 
faid  to  him,  My  dear,  I  hope  we  fhall  drink  together  at 
night,  as  we  have  been  out  together  all  day,  and  1  am  very 
dry  and  faint.  Then  beer  and  brandy  was  called  for,  and 
they  drank  like  good  friends,  and  were  very  free,  and  familiar, 
and  loving,  and  billed,  and  toyed,  and  hugged  one  another  fo 
heartily,  that  though  I  am  an  old  man,  it  put  me  to  the  blufh, 
and  made  me  1  don’t  know-howifh. 

The  jury  acquitted  the  prifoner.  The 


I 
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The  Perufal  of  the  following  ‘Trial  will  Jhew  how  extremely 
cautious  we  ought  to  be  in  /wearing ,  cfpecialiy  zvhen  the  Lives 
of  our  Fellow -Creatures  are  concerned, 

FRANCIS  BRIGHTWELL,  and  BENJAMIN  BRIGHT- 
WELL,  for  a  Robbery,  Auguft,  1724. 

p  RANCIS  BRIGHTWELL  and  BENJAMIN  BRIGHT- 
WELL,  of  Pancras,  were  indidled  for  affaulting  John 
Pargiter  on  the  high -way,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking 
from  him  three  {hillings,  July  20,  1724. 

John  Pargiter.  On  the  20th  of  laft  month,  having  been 
at  London,  I  was  going  home  to  Hampftead,  and  between 
Fig-Lane,  and  the  Half-way-Houfe,  I  got  off  my  horfe  to 
make  water,  which  having  done,  and  my  horfe  going  on  be¬ 
fore,  I  was  walking  after  him,  when  the  prifoner  Francis  met 
me,  and  palled  me  fix  or  feven  yards  ;  then  Benjamin,  the 
other  prifoner,  came  up,  and  knocked  me  down  into  a  ditch, 
rmd  demanded  my  money  and  watch,  and  afked  me,  if  all 
my  money  was  in  one  pocket  ?  I  told  him,  yes,  and  he  to:k 
it  out.  Then  he  bid  me  give  him  my  hand  to  help  me  out 
of  the  ditch,  and  fo  he  lifted  me  up,  and  gave  me  my  wig, 
which  fell  of  my  head  when  I  was  knocked  down.  As  for 
the  other  prifoner,  Francis,  he  neither  did,  nor  faid  any 
thing  to  me;  but  halted  and  flood  Fill  at  a  little  diftance, 
while  Benjamin  robbed  me  5  and  after  that  they  went  away 
together,  and  I  followed  my  horfe,  and  went  home.  On 
the  Saturday  following  I  went  to  London  again,  and  in  my 
return,  with  fome  farmers,  my  neighbours,  coming  to  the 
fame  place  as  before,  I  told  them  that  was  the  place  where 
I  had  been  robbed,  and  defcribed  the  perfons  who  did  it. 
Riding  a  little  further,  I  faw  the  two  prifoners  on  the  road, 
upon  which  I  told  the  farmers  that  thofe  were  the  men,  and 
had  on  the  fame  cloaths  as  when  they  robbed  me,  and  fo  we 
apprehended  them,  carried  them  to  an  ale-houfe,  and  charged 
them  with  the  fa£L  They  were  under  a  great  furprize,  and 
neither  owned  nor  denied  the  matter,  though  Francis  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  was  elfe-where,  and  upon  guard  at  that  time  ; 
but  he  prevaricated  in  his  account ;  and  this  crofs-bow  was 
taken  from  under  his  coat. 

Two  other  witnefles  confirmed  the  manner  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  being  apprehended. 

7  I  i  The 
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The  Pr  if  oners  Defence . 

Benjamin  BrightwelL  I  was  at  home  when  this  robbery 
Was  committed. 

Francis  BrightwelL  And  I  was  upon  guard. 

/inn  Miller .  On  the  twentieth  of  lafl  month,  at  three 
quarters  pail:  nine  at  night,  I  faw  Benjamin  Bright  well 
in  the  Biew-houfe-yard,  and  he  was  going  to  lie  at  Mr. 
Lomax’s  houfe. 

fohn  Barber .  On  the  20th  of  July  lad,  I  was  at  Ben¬ 
jamin’s  houfe,  from  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  half 
an  hour  paft  eight  at  night. 

Ann  ATdler.  I  lodged  in  Benjamin’s  houfe,  and  he  was  at 
home  at  work,  till  half  an  hour  pail:  nine  at  night,  on  the 
20th  of  July. 

Mary  Gibfon .  On  Tuefday  morning  the  profecutor 
came  to  my  houfe,  and  told  me  he  was  fuddled  when  he  was 
robbed. 

John  Beaver.  I  heard  the  profecutor  fay,  that  he  was 
much  in  liquor  when  he  was  robbed. 

Sufan  Taylor .  I  faw  Benjamin  at  my  liable- door  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  at  night,  and  talked  to  him  there,  and 
heard  him  fay,  that  he  was  going  to  lie  at  Mr.  Lomax’s 
houfe. 

Tho?nas  Taylor.  And  fo  did  I. 

Several  witnefies  gave  Benjamin  the  charaRer  of  a  very 
honeft  man. 

William  Hughs,  a  clergyman.  I  have  known  Francis 
Brightwell  near  twenty  years.  He  was  always  reputed 
to  be  a  perfon  of  the  faireil  charadter,  for  fobriety,  pro¬ 
bity,  and  juftice.  He  was  to  an  extraordinary  degree  ac- 
complifhed  with  Latin  and  Greek  literature,  and  had  good 
IkiH  in  Roman  antiquities ;  and,  in  a  word,  he  carried 
io  large  a  Jhare  of  exquillte  learning  under  his  grenadier’s 
cap,  that  I  believe  there  is  not  fuch  another  grenadier  in  the 
univerfe. 

Several  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  military  of¬ 
ficers,  confirmed  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hughs. 

The  prifoner,  Francis  Brightwell’s  ferjeant,  and  divers 
other  foldiers,  depofed,  that  he  was  on  guard,  on  the 
20th  of  July  lafl,  from  about  a  quarter  paft  nine  o’clock  till 
deyen. 


The  jury  acquitted  the  prifoneiss 
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As  to  the  prifoners,  they  were  certainly  innocent ;  for  this 
very  robbery  was  committed  by  Sheppard  and  Bluefkin,  as  we 
fhall  fee  by  and  by,  in  the  accounts  of  their  lives. 

Francis  Brightwell  died  at  his  quarters  at  Paddington,  on 
Sunday,  Auguft  22,  1724.  He  was  attended,  during  his 
ihort  illnefs,  by  Sir  Hans  Sloan,  one  of  his  majefty’s  phy- 
ficians. 


From  the  Britijb  Journal,  September  5,  1724. 

S  I  R, 

|7  I N  D  I N  G  that  all  our  public  papers  (from  the  fourth  of 
1  Auguft,  to  this  day)  have  omitted  to  make  honourable 
mention  of  fome  very  remarkable  circumftances  relating  to  a 
very  private  perfon,  I  delire  his  memory  may  be  depofited  in 
your  journal.  The  perfon  I  mean,  is  Francis  Brightwell,  the 
grenadier,  who  was  tried  and  acquitted  at  the  Old-Bailey,  for 
a  robbery  fworn  againft  him ;  and  who,  fince  his  coming  out 
of  prifon,  died,  as  it  is  faid,  of  the  gaol  diftemper. 

When  evidence  was  given  againft  him  in  court,  Brightwell 
by  feverai  witneftes  proved,  that  he  was  upon  the  king's  guard 
at  Kenfmgton,  at  the  time  the  robbery  (if  a  robbery)  was 
committed.  Hereupon  the  court  went  into  an  enquiry  con¬ 
cerning  the  reputation  and  character  of  the  prifoner.  Some 
officers,  who  had  known  him  long  in  the  fervice,  gave  testi¬ 
mony  as  to  his  fobriety  and  diligence  in  the  duty  of  a  foldier. 
As  to  his  honefty,  a  lady  (prefentin  court)  declared,  that  fhc 
had  entrufted  him  with  a  thoufand  pounds  at  a  time ;  and  a 
gentleman,  that  he  had  committed  his  houfe  and  goods,  to 
the  value  of  fix  thoufand  pounds,  to  his  keeping :  in  both 
which  trufts,  Brightwell  had  acquitted  himfejf  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  parties  concerned. 

Thefe  ample  teftimonies,  concurring  to  the  honour  of  a 
man  in  fo  lew  a  condition  of  life,  gave  (you  may  imagine)  no 
fmall  furprize  to  all  that  were  prefent ;  when  a  clergyman  ad¬ 
ded  to  their  aftonifhment,  by  declaring,  That  he  had  long 
known  the  prifoner  to  be  not  only  a  perfon  of  fobriety,  but 
likewife  of  very  excellent  learning,  and  particularly  (killed  in 
Latin  and  Greek :  for,  that  Brightwell  had  often  confulted 
him  upon  difficult  paflages  in  Virgil  and  Homer. 

Thus  much  for  what  appeared  at  the  trial  of  this  grenadier., 
I  (hall  only  remark  upon  his  learning,  that  I  am  amazed  fcho-? 
Jarfhip  is  not  very  common  among  the  military  men,  confi- 
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dering  their  profeffion  admits  of  more  leifure  hours  than  any 
other.  Perhaps  thefe  gentlemen  are  afraid  of  knowledge,  from 
a  celebrated  maxim  delivered  by  John  Dry  den,  1  he  learned 
all  are  cowards  by  profeffion  :  and  yet  Alexander  and  Csefar 
were  fchoiars;  and,  they  did  not  feem  to  want  courage. 

But,  to  purfue  what  further  particulars  I  have  learned  ot 
this  deceafed  grenadier.  He  was  contented  in  his  Ration, 
pudious  of  leifure,  and  ambitious  only  of  knowledge.  He  had 
offers  of  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal,  or  of  fer- 
jeant ;  which  he  declined,  that  he  might  have  as  few  avoca¬ 
tions  as  poflible  from  his  Rudies.  Neither  did  he  covet  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  had  he  been  at  the  facking 
of  a  town,  he  would  not  have  thought  of  carrying  off  any  o- 
ther  plunder,  but  a  valuable  book  or  two.  Take  the  follow¬ 
ing  inlfance  of  his  difregard  of  gain.  He  had  an  excellent 
manner  of  cleaning  and  furbifhing  arms,  for  which  he  had  his 
fettled  prices.  An  officer,  whofe  arms  he  had  brightened, 
was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  work,  that  he  fent  Brightwett 
(over  and  above  the  ufual  price)  a  guinea  for  a  prefent.  The, 
philofopher  took  his  price  and  returned  the  guinea  by  the  fer-: 
vant.  Some  time  after,  when  the  gentleman  faw  him  >  Why, 
faid  he  to  Brightwell,  would  you  not  accept  of  the  guinea  I 
fent  you  ?  I  am  paid  for  my  work,  replied  the  centinel,  and 
defire  no  more.  Accept  of  a  crown  then,  if  your  modeffy 
makes  you  think  a  guinea  too  much,  faid  the  officer.  Excufe 
me,  fir,  anfwered  the  veteran,  and  do  not  think  it  vanity  or 
affectation,  when  I  refufe  your  kindnefs  5  but  indeed,  fir,  I 
don't  want  it:  but  I  am  thirfty,  and  have  no  money  about 
pie,  fo  that  if  your  honour  will  be  pleafed  to  give  me  three-* 
pence  to  drink  your  health,  X  fnall  thankfully  accept  of  it. 

This  lafb  particular  of  our  grenadier  runs,  fo  very  parallel 
with  a  ftory  in  Sir  William  Temple’s  obfervations  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Provinces,  that  I  think  it  proper  to  tranfcribe  it  on  this 
occafion,  for  the  entertainment  of  our  readers.  Vol.  I, 
page  50.  •  "  A  ' 

Among  the  many  and  various  hofpitals  that  are  in  every 
man’s  curiofity  and  talk,  that  travels  Holland,  I  was  affeded 
with  none  more  than  that  of  the  aged  feamen  at  Enchufyen, 
which  is  contrived,  finifhed,  and  ordered,  as  if  it  were  done 
w i  h  a  kind  intention  of  forne  well-natured  man?  that  thofe,  who 
h  r d  pafied  their'  whole  lives  in  the  hardfhips  and  incommodities 
€  ,‘ea,  (bould  find  a  retreat?  Bored  with  all  the  cafe  and  con- 

vtuko  ,  that  old  age  is  capable  of  feeling  and  enjoying.  And 
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jbere  I  met  with  the  only  rich  man  that  I  ever  faw  in  my  life; 
for  one  of  thefe  old  feamen,  entertaining  me  a  good  while 
with  the  plain  ftories  of  his  fifty  years  voyages  and  adventures, 
while  I  was  viewing  this  hofpitaJ  and  the  church  adjoining,  I 
gave  him,  at  parting,  a  piece  of  their  coin,  about  the  value 
of  a  crown  :  he  took  it  fmiling,  and  offered  it  me  again  ;  but 
when  i  refufed  it,  he  afked  me  what  he  fhould  do  with  the 
money  ?  I  left  him  to  overcome  his  mod  eft  y  as  he  could  ;  but 
a  feivant  coming  after  me,  faw  him  give  it  to  a  little  girl,  that 
opened  the  church  door,  as  (he  paft  by  him  ;  which  made  me 
reflect  upon  the  fantaftic  calculation  of  riches  and  poverty, 
that  is  current  in  the  world,  by  which  a  man  that  wants  a 
million  is  a  prince,  he  that  wants  but  a  groat  is  a  beggar,  an$ 
fftjs  was  a  poGr  man  that  wanted  nothing  at  all. 

J  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

Half- pay  Dragoon. 


JOHN  SHEPPARD,  for  Burglaries,  Auguff, 

1724,.  , 

|  O  H  N  SHEPPARD,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
.  f  was  indi<fted  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Phillips,  and  ftealing  divers  goods,  Feb.  14,  1723-4, 
in  the  night ;  but,  the  evidence  not  being  fufficient,  he  was 
acquitted. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  of  Mary  Cook,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Clements 
Danes,  and  ftealing  divers  goods,  Feb.  5,  1723-4;  but,  for 
want  of  fufficient  evidence,  he  was  likewife  acquitted  of  this 
indidfment. 

Pie  was  a  third  time  indidled  for  breaking  and  entering  the 
houfe  of  William  Kneebone,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary  Savoy, 
and  ftealing  108  yards  of  woollen  cloth,  two  ftlver  fpoons,  and 
pther  goods,  June  12,  1724,  in  the  night  time. 

William  Kneebone .  The  prifoner  had  fome  time  fince  been 
my  fervant.  Qn  the  12th  of  June  laft,  about  eleven  at  night, 
I  faw  all  my  doors  and  windows  made  faft,  and  then  went  to 
bed.  I  was  called  up  about  four  in  the  morning,  and  found 
houfe  broke  open.  The  bar  of  my  cellar-window  was 
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cut,  the  bolts  of  my  cellar  door  were  drawn,  and  the  padlock 
wrenched  off;  the  fhutter  in  my  fhop  was  broke,  and  108 
yards  of  woollen  cloth,  two  filver  fpoons,  and  other  things, 
were  taken  away.  I  prefently  fufpedfed  the  prifoner,  becaufe 
he  had  lately  committed  feme  ill  actions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  acquainting  Jonathan  Wild  with  it,  by  his 
means,  the  prifoner  was  apprehended,  and  committed  to  New 
Prifon.  I  went  to  fee  him  there,  and  afked  him,  how  he 
could  be  fo  ungrateful  as  to  rob  me,  after  I  had  fhewn  him  fo 
much  kindnefs  i1  He  confefFed  he  had  been  very  ungrateful  in. 
doing  fo,  but  (aid,  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  by  ill  company; 
and  then  he  gave  a  particular  defcription  of  the  manner  of  his 
breaking  into  my  houfe. 

Jonathan  Wild ,  The  profecutor  came  and  told  me,  that 
his  houfe  had  been  broke  open,  and  he  had  Jolt  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  woollen  cloth.  That  he  fufpecied  the  prifoner  was 
concerned  in  the  fact,  becaufe  he  had  committed  feveral  rob¬ 
beries  thereabouts,  and  he  defired  me  to  enquire  after  the 
goods.  I  proinifed  to  do  him  all  the  fervice  I  could,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  underffanding  that  the  prifoner  was  acquainted 
with  Jofeph  Blake,  alias  Bluefkin,  and  William  Field,  I  fent 
for  Field,  who  coming  to  me,  I  told  him,  if  he  would  make 
an  ingenuous  confeffion,  I  believed  I  could  prevail  with  the 
court  to  admit  him  as-an  evidence.  Then  he  difcovered  the  pri¬ 
foner,  and  gave  an  account  how  feme  of  the  doth  they  ffole, 
was  difpofed  of,  by  which  means  the  prifoner  was  apprehend** 
ed,  and  part  of  the  cloth  was  found. 

William  Field.  The  prifoner  told  me  and  Bluefkin,  that 

he  knew  of  a  ken  worth  miHins,- - that  is,  a  houfe  worth 

breaking,- — -for,  he  faid,  there  was  femething  good  to  be 
got  in  it.  And  fo  he  carried  us  to  take  a  view  of  the  profe- 
cutor’s  houfe.  Bluefkin  and  I  difapproved  of  the  defign,  be- 
Cgufe  we  did  not  think  it  could  eaftly  be  done;  but  the  pri¬ 
foner  told  us,  it  might  be  done  with  all  the  pleafure  in  life, 
for.  he  had  lived  with  the  profecutor,  and  was  acquainted  with 
every  part  of  fire  houfe,  and  he  would  undertake  it  himfelf,  if 
we  would  but  fland  where  we  were,  and  give  a  good  look 
out.  We  agreeing  to  this,  he  cut  the  bar  of  the  cellar 
window,  and  fo  got  into  the  fhop,  and  brought  out  three  par¬ 
cels  of  cloth,  which  we  carried  away. 

Other  witneffes  depofed,  That  when  the  prifoner  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  and  carried  before  the  jufdce,  he  confefled  the 
fadt. 

i 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death, 
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An  Account  of 'John  Sheppard . 

John  Sheppard  was  born  in  Spittle-  fields,  in  the  year  1702, 
His  father  was  a  carpenter,  and  had  the  character  of  a  very 
honeft,  induftrious  man,  though  his  two  fons,  Thomas  the 
eldeft,  and  this  John,  were  both  rogues. 

They  were  but  children  when  the  father  died.  A  lady  took 
Tom  to  be  her  footboy,and  afterwards  put  him  out  apprentice 
to  a  carpenter. 

As  to  Jack,  his  mother  endeavoured  to  place  him  in  the 
Bluecoat  Hofpital,  but,  failing  in  that,  file  put  him  to  fchool 
to  one  Mr.  Garret,  within  Bifhopfgate  :  here  he  continued 
near  two  years,  in  which  time  having  learned  to  read  pretty 
well,  and  to  write  a  legible  hand,  he  was  then  put  out  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  cane  chair  maker,  in  Houndfditch.  He  had  been 
in  this  place  but  a  little  time,  before  his  mafter  died,  andy 
Jack  was  then  put  to  another  man  of  the  fame  trade;  but 
this  mafter  ufed  him  fo  ill,  that  he  foon  left  him. 

Mr.  Kneebone,  a  woollen  draper  in  the  Strand,  having  had 
fome  acquaintance  with  old  Sheppard,  took  Jack  under  his 
care,  till  he  could  provide  another  mafter  for  him.  This 
gentleman  was  very  kind  to  him,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  improve  him  in  writing  and  accompts,  and  at  laft  put  hint 
apprentice  to  Owen  Wood,  a  carpenter,  in  Wych-ftreet, 
near  Drury-lane. 

Sheppard  behaved  himfelf  in  this  place  pretty  well  for  about 
four  years;  but  then,  by  frequenting  the  Black-lion  alehoufe 
in  Drury-lane,  which  was  kept  by  one  Jofeph  Hind,  a  button 
mould  maker,  and  was  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  vileft: 
wretches,  he  became  acquainted  with  Elizabeth  Lion,  alias 
Edgworth  Befs,  a  common  proftitute,  and  grew  fo  fond  of 
her  company,  that  he  ftuck  at  nothing  to  provide  money  for 
her  extravagancies.  But  he  was  afterwards  intimate  with  fe- 
veral  others  of  the  fame  profeftion,  among  whom  (next  to 
Lion)  one  Maggot  was  the  chief. 

He  began  his  felonies  by  ftealing  what  he  could  at  the  hou- 
fes  where  he  went  to  work. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  at  the  Rummer  Tavern,  by  Charing 
Crofs,  where  he  ftole  two  filver  fpoons. 

The  next  about  the  end  of  July,  1723,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Bains,  a  piece-broker,  in  White-horfe-yard,  from  whence  he 
carried  off  a  piece  of  fuftian. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft,  about  twelve  at  night,  he  went  to 
the  fame  houfe,  took  the  bars  out  of  the  cellar  window,  and 
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fo  entered  and  ftole  goods  and  money  to  the  value  of  dih 
which  he  carried  to  his  girl,  Maggot,  by  whofe  perfuafions  hd 
undertook  the  adventure. 

He  did  not  go  home  that  night,  nor  next  day.  The  fuftiati 
he  had  ftolen  was  not  miffed;  but,  having  put  it  in  his  trunk; 
his  fellow  prentice  happened  to  fee  it  the  day  after  the  laft 
fadd,  and  acquainted  his  mafter  with  it.  Sheppard  hearing  df 
this,  he  broke  open  his  matter's  houfe  at  night,  and  carried 
off  the  fuftian  again,  for  fear  it  fliould  be  brought  in  evidence 
againft  him.  His  mafter  fent  word  to  Mr.  Bains  of  what  had 
happened.  Mr.  Bains  then  looking  over  his  goods,  and  miff 
fing  fuch  a  piece  of  fuftian  as  was  defcnbed  to  him,  he  began 
to  fufpedd  that  the  fame  perfon  had  broke  open  his  houfe,  and 
refolved  to  have  Sheppard  taken  up.  Sheppard,  having  intel¬ 
ligence  of  this  deftgn,  went  to  him,  and  threatened  to  fue 
him  for  fcandal;  but,  finding  his  menaces  had  no  effect,  ho 
owned  he  had  a  piece  of  fuftian  ;  but  faid  his  mother  bought 
it  for  him  in  Spittle-fields.  His  mother  was  fent  for,  and,  to 
fkreen  her  fon,  confirmed  what  he  faid,  tho’  fhe  faid  the  could 
net  find  the  Shop  where  it  was  bought.  Mr.  Bains  however 
proceeded  no  farther  in  the  matter. 

Sheppard  keeping  ill  company,  neglected  his  bufinefs,  and 
lying  out  a-nights,  occaftoned  frequent  quarrels  between  him 
and  his  mafter :  and  now  being  entered  into  the  laft  year  of 
his  apprenticeship,  and  refolving  to  follow  his  own  inclinations 
without  controul,  he  left  his  mafter  entirely,  and  fell  in  with 
Jofeph  Blake,  alias  Bluefkin,  William  Field,  — —  Doling, 
James  Sikes,  alias  Hell  and  Fury,  and  other  notorious  rogues. 

In  October,  172*?,  Sheppard  took  a  lodging  in  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Charles,  in  May-fair,  at  the  end  of  Piccadilly.  Mr. 
Charles  had  employed  Mr.  Panton,  a  mafter  carpenter,  to  re¬ 
pair  his  houfe,  and  Panton  employed  Sheppard  as  a  journey¬ 
man  ;  but,  before  the  job  was  finiftied.  Jack  moved  off  with 
5  Silver  fpoons,  4  Silver  tea-fpoons,  a  filver  fork,  6  plain  gold 
rings,  and  ofie  fet  with  a  ftone,  4  Suits  of  apparel,  a  consider¬ 
able  quantity  of  linen,  and  yl.  10s.  in  money. 

Soon  after  this,  Befs  Lion  was  carried  to  St.  Giles’s  round- 
houfe  5  Jack  went  to  fee  her,  but  the  beadle  refufing  to  Ht 
him  in,  he  broke  open  the  door,  beat  the  beadle,  and  carried 
off  Befs  in  triumph ;  and  by  this  adtion  acquired  a  reputation 
among  the  punks  of  Drury- lane,  beyond  any  of  his  cotempo¬ 
rary  prigs.  1 

In  Auguft,  1 723,  his  brother,  Thomas  Sheppard,  was  in¬ 
clined  for  Stealing  two  Saws,  the  goods  of  Edward  Price,  and 
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(wo  faws,  and  other  carpenter’s  tools,  the  goods  of  John 
Wefterman,  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn,  July  22, 

x723- 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  for  dealing  a  faw,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  John  Gardener,  in  Chelfea,  Augufi  iff,  1723. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  both  indictments  to  the  value 
of  iod.  each,  and  he  was  burnt  in  the  hand. 

After  his  difcharge  from  Newgate,  he  prevailed  with  his 
brother  Jack  to  lend  him  40s.  and  take  him  in  for  a  partner  in 
his  robberies.  The  fir  ft  fa&  they  committed  together  was  the 
breaking  open  an  alehoufe  in  Southwark,  from  whence  they 
took  fome  money  and  apparel;  but  Jack  was  fo  generous  a 
partner,  as  to  let  him  take  the  whole  profit  of  this  adventure. 
The  cloaths  were  fold  to  Will,  Field. 

In  Feb.  1 723-4,  the  two  brothers  and  Edgworth  Befs, 
broke  open  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Cook,  a  linen  draper,  in  Glare- 
market,  and  carried  off  goods  to  the  value  of  55I. 

In  lefs  than  two  weeks  after  they  broke  open  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Phillips,  in  Drury-lane,  and  ftole  fome  goods  of  no  great 
value,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Kendrick. 

A  coniiderabie  time  after  the  firft  of  thefe  burglaries,  Tom 
Sheppard,  offering  fome  of  Mrs.  Cook’s  goods  to  fale,  wag 
apprehended,  and  committed  to  Newgate;  and,  in  hopes 
of  being  admitted  an  evidence,  impeached  his  brother 
Jack,  and  Edgworth  Beik,  upon  which  a  ftridf  fearch  was 
made  after  them,  but  to  no  purpofe,  till  at  laft  Janies  Sikes, 
alias  Hell  and  Fury,  meeting  accidentally  with  Jack,  in  St. 
Giles’s,  invited  him  to  drink  at  one  Mr.  Redgate’s,  an  ale¬ 
houfe  near  the  feven  dials,  and,  while  they  were  there,  Sikes 
found  means  to  fend  for  a  conftable.  jack  was  taken,  and 
carried  before  juftice  Ferry,  who  committed  him  to  St.  Giles’s 
roundhoufe  ;  but,  before  next  morning,  he  broke  out  through 
the  roof,  and  made  his  efcape. 

One  evening  in  May,  1723,  as  he,  and  J.  Benfon  were 
going  over  Leicefter-fields,  Benfon  attempted  to  pick  a  gen¬ 
tleman’s  pocket  of  a  watch,  but  failing  in  his  enterprize,  and 
the  gentleman  calling  out.  Pick-pockets,  they  both  took  to 
their  heels;  Benfon  got  off,  but  Jack  was  taken  and  fent  to 
St.  Ann’s  roundhoufe.  Befs  Lion  coming  to  fee  him  there* 
fhe  was  detained  too,  on  fufpicion  of  being  a  confederate. 
Next  morning  they  were  carried  before  juftice  Walters,  where 
Mrs.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Phillips  charged  them  with  two  felonies 
mentioned  above*  upon  which  they  were  committed  to  Mew- 
7  K  k  prifon ; 
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prifon  ;  and  as  they  generally  palled  for  bufband  and  wife* 
they  were  both  confined  in  one  room,  called  Newgate- wards 

As  he  had  the  privilege  of  having  his  friends  come  to  vifit 
him,  they  privately  furnifhed  him  with  implements  for  fetting 
himfelf  and  Btfs  at  liberty. 

Early  in  the  morning,  on  Whitfun-mondav,  May  25,  hav¬ 
ing  hied  off  his  fetters,  he  made  a  breach  in  the  wall,  took 
an  iron  bar,  and  a  large  wooden  one,  out  of  the  window* 
then  having  25  foot  to  defcend,  he  tied  a  blanket  and  a  fheet 
together,  and,  fixing  one  of  them  to  a  remaining  bar  in  the 
window,  Befs  ventured  down  fir  ft,  and  he  followed.  They 
were  now  got  into  the  yard,  and  ftill  had  a  wall  of  22  foot 
high  to  fcale ;  but,  climbing  up  by  the  locks  and  bolts  of  the 
great  gate,  they  got  over,  and  made  their  efcape. 

Jack  was  now  become  fo  eminent,  that  there  was  not  a 
prig  in  St.  Giles's,  but  thought  it  an  honour,  as  well  as  an 
advantage,  to  be  admitted  into  his  company.  Among  thefe 
was  Charles  Grace,  a  cooper,  who  begged  of  Jack  to  take 
him  for  an  affiftant  in  his  robberies,  becaufe  he  had  got  fucff 
an  extravagant  whore  to  maintain,  that  all  he  could  Ideal  with 
his  own  hands,  was  too  little  for  her.  Jack  was  eafily  perfua-. 
ded,  tho’  not  (as  he  faid)  becaufe  he  wanted  Grace,  but  be¬ 
caufe  Grace  wanted  him. 

Thefe  two  confulting  with  Anthony  Lamb,  an  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Carter,  a  mathematical  inftrument-maker,  near  St. 
Clement's  church)  they  agreed  to  rob  Mr.  Barton,  who 
lodged  in  Mr.  Carter’s  houfe.  And  accordingly,  about  two 
in  the  morning,  Lamb  let  them  both  in,  and  they  conveyed 
away  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  goods  to  a  great  va¬ 
lue  ;  but  Lamb  ftaid  in  the  houfe,  and  leaving  the  door  open* 
went  to  bed  to  avoid  fufpicion.  But,  notwichftanding  this* 
he  was  fufpefifed,  and,  upon  a  fhort  examination,  confeffed 
the  whole  affair,  and  was  thereupon  committed  to  Newgate. 

In  July,  1724, 

Anthony  Lamb ,  of  St.  Clement’s,  Danes,  was  indicated  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Henry  Carter,  and  ftealing 
money,  wearing  apparel,  and  other  goods,  the  property  of 
William  Barton,  and  others,  July  16,  in  the  night. 

Mr.  Barton.  The  prifoner  is  apprentice  to  my  landlord 
Henry  Carter.  On  the  1 6th  of  1  aft  month  I  came  home  a- 
bout  one  in  the  morning,  and  my  goods  were  then  in  the 
houfe.  About  four  in  the  fame  morning,  Mrs.  Carter  came 
up  and  told  me,  I  had  been  robbed.  I  had  fome  fufpicion  of 
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the  prifoner,  and,  upon  examining  him,  he  confefted,  that, 
about  two  in  the  morning,  he  let  John  Sheppard,  and  Charles 
Grace  into  the  houfe,  and  that  they  opened  the  room  where 
my  goods  were,  and  took  them  away. 

Anthony  Bragget.  At  the  fame  time  I  loft  twelve  yards  of 
drugget,  and  the  prifoner  told  me,  that  he  would  help  me  to 
my  drugget  again,  and  Mr.  Barton  to  his  goods,  if  we  would 
let  him  pu(h  oft*. 

Then  the  prifoner’s  confeftion,  taken  before  the  juftice,  was 
proved  and  read  in  court.  The  prifoner  denied  the  faft,  and 
faid,  he  was  terrified  into  a  confeftion. 

The  jury  acquitted  him  of  the  burglary,  and  found  him 
guilty  of  the  felony  only*  to  the  value  of  39s.  Trans¬ 
portation, 

The  fa?ne  Day ,  u 

Thomas  Sheppard ,  of  St.  Clement’s,  Danes,  was  indicled 
(with  John  Sheppard,  not  then  taken)  for  breaking  and  en¬ 
tering  the  houfe  of  Mary  Cook,  and  ftealing  her  goods,  Fe¬ 
bruary  5,  1723-4,  in  the  night. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  felony,  to  the  value  of  39s, 
Tranfportation. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  Jack  Sheppard  and  Bluefkin  flopped 
a  coach  in  Hampftead  road,  and  robbed  a  lady’s  woman  of 
half  a  crown. 

Next  day,  between  Fig-lane  and  the  Hampftead  half-way 
houfe,  they  robbed  John  Pargiter,  an  Attorney,  and  for  this, 
Francis  Brightwell,  and  his  brother  Benjamin  were  tried ; 
and,  though  Pargiter  fwore  pofitively  againft  the  n,  they  were 
honourably  acquitted,  as  we  have  feen  in  their  trial.  When 
Jack  told  the  ftory  of  this  robbery.  Little  1,  fays  he,  was  the 
great,  lufty  fellow  that  pulled  Pargiter  out  of  the  ditch — but 
the  man  had  got  a  drop  in  his  eye,  and  that  dimmed  his 
fight. 

When  Jack  Sheppard,  his  brother  Tom,  Bluefkin,  Grace, 
or  Hell  and  Fury,  had  committed  any  felony,  they  common¬ 
ly  difpofed  of  their  goods  to  William  Field,  who  fometirnes 
lodged  at  Rluefkin’s  mother’s,  in  Rofemary-lane.  Jack  often 
faid,  that  Field  wanted  courage  to  venture  in  a  robbery,  theft 
he  was  as  great  a  villain  as  lived.  Perhaps  Field  began  to 
think  it  more  profitable,  and  lefs  Hazardous  to  receive  than 
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to  ilea]  5  though  if  courage  confifls  in  daring  to  commit  fe¬ 
lonies,  as  jack  feems  to  think,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Field 
might  put  in  his  claim  ,  foi  in  Qdtober,  1721,  he  was  tried 
on  four  indictments  for  felony  and  burglary,  and  was  an  ac¬ 
complice  in  feVeral  others.  He  was  likewife  in  September, 
1720*  an  evidence  again#  James  Wilfon,  and  John  Homer, 
alias  Holtmar,  for  robbing  George  Herbert  on  the  high-way, 
of  eleven  pounds,  and  in  July,  1725,  was  convicted  of  re¬ 
ceiving  goods  ftolen  by  perfons  unknown,  for  which  he  was 
fined  and  imprifoned. 

Jack  and  Blue-fkin,  in  order  to  keep  their  goods  together, 
till  they  could  difpofe  of  them  to  the  bell  advantage _■  hired 
a  {table  near  the  Horfe-Ferry,  in  Weftminfter,  for  a  ware- 
houfe.  Here,  among  their  other  effe&s,  they  put  the 
woollen-cloth  they  {foie  from  Mr.  Kneebone,  who  had  been 
fo  kind  a  friend  to  Jack.  The  goods  being  lodged,  they  ac¬ 
quainted  Field  with  it,  and  carried  him  down  to  fee  them, 
expt £ting  he  would  take  them  off  their  hands,  and  fo  he  did, 
but  without  paying  a  farthing ;  for  at  night,  he  broke  open 
their  ware-houfe,  and  Pole  all  their  merchandise,  and  after¬ 
wards  betrayed  Jack  to  Jonathan  Wild. 

Nor  was  this  all,  but  to  make  fure  work  of  it,  Field 
{wore  that  he  himfelf  was  an  accomplice  with  Sheppard  and 
Blake  in  breaking  open  Mr.  Knee-bone’s  houfe.  jack  often 
declared  that  Field  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  till  the  day 
after  this  was  done,  and  then,  fays  Jack,  I  told  him  all  the 
particulars  of  the  ffory,  never  dreaming  the  rafeal  would 
make  fuch  an  ill  ufe  of  the  confidence  1  put  in  him. 

On  Monday  morning,  Auguft  20,  the  warrant  came  down 
to  Newgate,  for  the  execution  of  Tofeph  Ward  for  robbery, 
Anthony  Upton,  for  burglary,  and  John  Sheppard. 

A  little  within  the  Lodge  at  Newgate  there  was  on  the* 
left  hand  a  hatch,  with  large  iron  fpikes:  this  opened  into  a 
dark  paffage,  from  whence  you  went  up  a  few  fteps  into  the 
Condemned^Hoid.  The  prifoners  were  permitted  to  come 
down  to  this  hatch  to  fpeak  with  their  friends.  Sheppard  be¬ 
ing  provided  with  implements,  found  means  to  cut  one  of 
the  fpikes  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  eafily  break  off. 
In  the  evening  two  women  of  his  acquaintance  coming  to 
fee  him,  he  broke  off  the  fpike,  a  d  thrufting  his  head  and 
{boulders  through  the  fpace,  the  women  pulled  him  down, 
and  fo  he  made  his  efcape  undifeovered,  though  feme  of 
the  keepers  were  at  the  fame  time  drinking  at  the  farther  end 
of  the  lodge. 
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Sheppard,  the  next  day  after  his  efcape,  went  to  an 
aid- bo ufe  in  Spittle-Melds,  and  fent  for  a  trufty  comrade 
of  his,  one  Will.  Page,  a  butcher  in  Glare-Market.  Af¬ 
ter  a  ffort  confultation  of  what  was  bed;  to  be  done  in  the 
prefent  exigency,  they  agreed  to  go  down  to  W arnden  irt 
Northamptonfhire,  where  Page  had  feme  relations.  They 
went  accordingly  ;  but  meeting  with  a  cold  reception,  they 
returned  to  London  in  about  a  week’s  time. 

On  the  8th  of  Sept,  between  eight  and  nine  at  night,  as 
they  were  going  along  Fleet-Street,  they  palled  by  the  door 
of  Mr.  Martin,  a  watch-maker,  and  feeing  none  but  a  boy 
in  the  fhop,  they  turned  back,  and  Sheppard  dafhing  his 
hand  through  the  faff-window,  {hatched  away  three  watches. 

As  they  foon  underftood  that  a  flrict  enquiry  was  made 
after  them,  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  Ray  in  London,  and 
therefore  they  retired  to  Finchley,  in  hopes  of  remaining 
concealed  there,  till  the  heat  of  the  fearch  was  over  ;  but  the 
keepers  of  Newgate,  having  intelligence  of  this,  purfued 
them  thither,  and  took  them. 

Sheppard  was  again  brought  to  Newgate,  and  for  bet¬ 
ter  fecurity,  was  lodged  in  a  ftrong  room  called  the  Caftle, 
where  he  was  hand-cuffed,  loaded  with  a  heavy  pair  of 
irons,  and  chained  to  a  ftaple  in  the  floor.  His  efcape 
had  made  fuch  a  noife,  that  now  he  was  retaken,  curiofity 
daily  brought  crouds  of  people  to  fee  him,  and  he  fo  diverted 
them  with  recounting  his  rogueries,  that  few  of  them  went 
away  without  giving  him  a  little  money.  A  file,  a  chifiel, 
or  a  hammer,  would  have  been  much  more  acceptable  ;  but 
his  vifttors  were  fo  narrowly  watched,  that  there  was  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  helping  him  to  any  fuch  implements.  His 
thoughts  however  were  employed  in  projecting  a  fecond  efcape 
from  Newgate. 

On  Wednefday,  October  14,  the  feffions  began  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  and  jack  knew  that  the  keepers  would  then  have  fo  much 
bufinefs  in  attending  tbs  court,  as  would  leave  them  but  little 
leifure  to  vifit  him  ;  and  therefore  thought  that  this  would  be 
the  only  time  to  make  a  puff  for  his  liberty. 

The  next  day,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  one  of 
the  keepers  carried  Jack  his  dinner,  and,  as  ufual,  exa¬ 
mined  his  irons,  and  found  all  faff,  and  fo  left  him.— - He 

had  hardly  been  gone  an  hour,  before  Jack  went  to  work. 
The  flrft  thing  he  did,  he  got  off  his  hand -cuffs,  and 
then  with  a  crooked  nail,  which  he  found  upon  the  floor, 
he  opened  the  great  padlock  that  {aliened  his  chain  to  the 
Raple.  Next  he  twilled  afunder  a  fmall  link  of  the  chain 

between 
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between  his  legs,  and  drawing  up  his  feet-locks  as  high? 
as  he  could,  he  made  them  fait  with  his  garters.  He  at¬ 
tempted  to  get  up  the  chimney,  but  had  not  advanced  far, 
before  his  progrefs  was  flopped  by  an  iron  bar  that  went 
acrofs  within-iide,  and  therefore  being  defcended,  he  went  to 
work  on  theout-fide,  and  with  a  piece  of  his  broken  chain 
picked  out  the  mortar,  and  removing  a  fmali  ttone  or  two 
about  fix  feet  from  the  door,  he  got  out  the  iron  bar?. 
which  was  an  inch  fquare,  and  near  a  yard  long,  and  this 
proved  of  great  fervice  to  him.  He  presently  made  fa 
large  a  breach,  that  he  got  into  the  Red-Room  over  the 
Cattle.  Here  he  found  a  great  nail,  whLh  was  another 
very  ufeful  implement.  The  door  of  this  room  had  not 
been  opened  for  feven  years  pad: ;  but  in  lefs  than  feven 
minutes  he  wrenched  off  the  lock,  and  got  into  the  en¬ 
try  leading  to  the  chapel.  Here  he  found  a  door  bolted 
on  the  other  fide,  upon  which  he  broke  a  hole  through: 
the  wall,  and  pufhed  the  bolt  back.  Coming  now  to  the 
chapel-door,  he  brokfe  off  one  of  the  iron  fpikes,  which 
be  kept  for  farther  ufe,  and  fo  got  into  an  entry  between 
the  chapel  and  the  lower  leads.  The  door  of  this  en^ 
try  was  very  ftrong,  and  fattened  with  a  great  lock,  and 
what  was  worfe,  the  night  had  overtaken  him,  and  he 
was  forced  to  work  in  the  dark.  However,  in  half  an 
hour,  by  the  help  of  the  great  nail,  the  chapel  fpike* 
and  the  iron  bar,  he  forced  off  the  box  of  the  lock,  and 
opened  the  door,  which  led  him  to  another  yet  more  dif¬ 
ficult  j  for  it  was  not  only  locked,  but  barred  and  bolted.' 
When  he  had  tried  in  vain  to  make  this  lock  and  box 
give  way,  he  wrenched  the  fillet  from  the  main  poft  of 
the  door,  and  the  box  and  ftaples  came  off  with  it  ;  and 
now  Sepulchre’s  chimes  went  eight.  There  was  yet  ano¬ 
ther  door  betwixt  him  and  the  lower  leads ;  but  it  be¬ 
ing  only  bolted  within-fide,  he  opened  it  eafily,  and  mounting 
to  the  top  of  it,  he  got  over  the  wall,  and  fo  to  the  upper  leads. 

His  next  eonfideration  was,  how  to  get  down  ;  for 
which  purpofe  looking  round  him,  and  finding  the  top  of 
the  Turner’s  houfe  adjoining  to  Newgate,  was  the  moft 
convenient  place  to  alight  upon,  he  refolved  to  defeend 
thither  ;  but  as  it  would  have  been  a  dangerous  leap,  he 
went  back  to  the  cattle  the  fame  way  he  came,  and  fetched 
a  blanket  he  ufed  to  lie  on.  This  he  made  faft  to  the  wall 
of  Newgate,  with  the  fpike  he  ttoie  out  of  the  chapel,  and 
fo  Hiding  down,  dropped  upon  the  Turner’s  leads,  and  then 
the  dock  ttruck  nine. 


Luckily 
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Luckily  for  him  the  Turner's  garret-door  on  the  leads 
happened  to  be  open.  He  went  in,  and  crept  foftly  down 
one  pair  of  flairs,  when  he  heard  company  talking  in  a 
room  below.  His  irons  giving  a  clink,  a  woman  ftarted, 
and  faid,  Lord  !  What  noife  is  that  ?  Somebody  anfwered. 
The  dog  or  the  cat  ;  and  thereupon  Sheppard  returned  up  to 
the  garret,  and  having  continued  there  above  two  hours,  he 
ventured  down  a  fecond  time,  when  he  heard  a  gentleman 
take  leave  of  the  company,  and  faw  the  maid  light  him 
down  flair-.  As  foon  as  the  maid  came  back,  and  had 
fhut  the  chamber-door,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the 
flreet-door,  unlocked  it,  and  fo  made  his  efcape  about  twelve 
at  night. 

It  is  uncertain  where  he  took  up  his  lodging  for  the  re; 
rnaining  part  of  that  night,  or  rather  morning,  or  when, 
or  how  he  got  the  irons  off  his  legs  :  but  on  the  firft  of  No¬ 
vember,  not  only  his  feet-locks,  but  his  hand-cuffs  too, 
were  found  in  a  room  b  longing  to  Kate  Cook,  and  Kate 
Keys,  in  Cranbourn- Alley. 

He  had  not  been  many  days  at  liberty  before  he  wrote  the 
two  following  letters  ;  and  dreffing  himfelf  at  night  like  a 
porter,  v/ent  to  Mr.  Applebee’s  houfe  in  Black-Fryars,  and 
left  them  with  his  maid-fervant. 

Mr.  d ’fplelee , 

Hp  H  IS  with  my  kind  love  to  you,  and  pray  give  my 
A  kind  love  to  Mr.  Wagffaff,  hoping  thefe  few  lines  will 
And  you  in  good  health,  as  I  am  at  prefent ;  but  I  muft 
own  you  are  the  lofer  for  want  of  my  dying-fpeech  :  but  to 
make  up  your  lofsi,  if  you  think  this  fheet  worth  your  While, 
pray  make  the  beft  of  it.  Though  they  do  fay  that  I  am 
taken  among  the  fmugglers,  and  put  into  Dover-Caftle,  yet 
J  hope  I  am  among  fmugglers  {till.  So  no  more,  but 

Your  hujnble  fervant, 

JOHN  SHEPPARD. 

And  I  defire  you  would  be  the  poftman  to  my  lafl  lodging, 
fo  farewel,  now  I  quit  the  Engliflb  (hore. 


Newgate  farewel. 
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„  Mr.  4vJUny 

\7  OU  was  picafed  to  pafs  your  jokes  upon  me,  and  did 
1  fay  you  fhould  not  have  been  angry  with  me,  had  1  took 
my  leave  of  you  ;  but  now  pray  keep  your  jokes  to  your  (elf, 
let  them  laugh  that  win  :  for  now  it  is  an  equal  chance, 
you  to  take  me,  or  I  to  get  away,  but  I  own.  myfelf  guilty  of 
that  ill  manners;  but  excufe  me,  for  my  departure  being 
private  and  neceflary,  fpoiled  the  ceremony  of  bidding  adieu. 
But  I  wiih  you  all  as  well  as  I  am  at  prefen t.  But  pray  be 
not  angry  for  the  lofs  of  your  irons,  had  you  not  gave  me  them 
I  had  not  taken  them  away  ;  but  really  I  had  left  them  be-* 
Iliad  me  had  convenience  ferved.  So  pray  don’t  be  angry. 

How  Auftin  and  Perry  you  did  fay, 

If  e’er  the  Sheppard  got  away, 

That  in  his  room  bang’d  you’d  be, 

Upon  that  fatal  Tyburn  tree. 

But  that  rafh  way  I  pray  forfake, 

Tho’  Sheppard  is  fo  fortunate, 

I  wou’d  have  you  with  patience  wait3 
Till  that  again  you  do  him  take. 

For  you  are  large  and  heavy  men. 

And  two  the  weight  what  was  of  him  % 

And  if  a  way  to  that  tree  you  take, 

Upon  rny  word  you’d  make  it  {hake: 

So  farcwel  now,  my  leave  I  take. 

And  what  is  amifs  done,  you  write,  for  my  fcholarihip  is  but 

final!. , 

* 

This  from  your  fortunate  prifoner, 

JOHN  SHEPPARD, 

'  l  .  "S 

In  a  few  nights  after  leaving  thefe  letters,  he  broke 
open  a  (hop  in  Monmouth-flreet,  and  Role  feme  wearing  ap¬ 
parel- 

On  the  29th  of  OTober  he  broke  open  the  houfe  of  Ro~ 
bert  Rawlins,  a  pawn-broker  in  Drury-Lane,  from  whence 
he  took  a  (word,  a  fuit  of  apparel,  feveral  fnuff- boxes, 

2  rings, 
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tings,  and  watches,  ,and  other  goods  to  a  eonfiderable  va  ; ' 
lue. 

And  now  Jack  refolved  to  appear  like  a  gentleman 
among  his  old  friends  in  Drury-Lane,  and  Glare-Market. 
He  ftrutted  about  in  a  fine  fuit  of  black,  a  light  tie-wig, 
and  a  ruffled  fhirt,  with  a  filver  hiked  fword  by  his  tide,  a 
diamond  ring  on  his  finger,  and  a  gold  watch  in  his  pocket, 
notwithstanding  he  knew  there  was  a  diligent  fearch  made  af¬ 
ter  him. 

On  the  3 iff  of  October,  he  dined  with  his  two  women. 
Cook  and  Keys,  at  a  public-houfe  in  Newgate-fireet,  where 
they  were  very  merry  together.  About  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon  they  took  coach,  and  drawing  up  the  windows,  palled 
through  Newgate,  and  fo  to  the  Sheers  ale-houfe  in  Maypole- 
Alley,  by  Glare-Market,  where,  in  the  evening,  he  fent  for 
his  mother,  and  treated  her  with  part  of  three  quarterns 
of  brandy.  As  file  knew  the  danger  he  was  in,  (he  ad- 
vifed  him  to  take  care  of  himfelf,  and  keep  out  of  the 
way  :  but  Jack  had  been  drinking  pretty  hard,  and  was 
grown  too  wife  to  take  counfel,  and  too  valiant  to  fear 
any  thing ;  and  therefore,  leaving  his  mother,  he  ffrolled 
about  in  the  neighbourhood  from  ale-houfe  to  gin-fhop,  till 
near  twelve  o’clock,  when  he  was  apprehended  by  means  of 
an  ale-houfe  boy,  who  had  accidentally  feen  him.  Poor  Jack 
was  then  fo  drunk,  that  he  was  unable  to  make  any  re- 
fi fiance,  and  fo  he  was  once  more  conveyed  in  a  coach  to 
Newgate. 

He  had  now  a  greater  number  of  vifitors  than  ever,  and 
not  a  few  perfons  of  quality  among  them.  Jack  was  not  a 
little  vain  of  having  fuch  company,  and  did  his  befi  to  divert 
them  :  he  was  full  of  his  jokes  and  ftories  of  his  own  pranks, 
which  he  related  in  a  manner,  that  {hewed  he  was  fo  far  from 
repenting  of  his  vices,  that  he  only  wifhed  for  an  opportunity 
of  repeating  them.  He  did  not  however  forget  to  entreat  the 
noblemen  to  intercede  with  the  king  for  a  pardon,  and  was  in 
great  hopes  of  obtaining  one,  merely  upon  the  merit  of  being 
an  extraordinary  villain. 

Indeed,  when  he  was  at  chapel,  he  always  appeared 
very  ferious  and  attentive  ;  though  both  before,  and  imme¬ 
diately  after,  he  made  himfelf  as  merry  as  pofiible,  and 
endeavoured  all  he  could  to  prevent  any  religious  dif- 
courfe. 

On  the  icth  of  November  he  was  carried  to  the  King’s- 
Bench  Bar  at  Weftminfter,  where  the  record  of  his  con- 
vidlion  being  read,  and  an  affidavit  made  that  be  was  the 
7  L  fame 
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fame  John  Sheppard  mentioned  in  that  record,  Mr.  Juftics 
Powis  awarded  fentence  of  death  againft  him,  and  a  rule 
of  court  was  made  for  his  execution  on  the  Monday  follow¬ 
ing- 

The  day  came,  but  Jack  had  ftill  fome  hopes  of 
eluding  juftice.  Somebody  bad  furnifhed  him  with  a  pen¬ 
knife  ;  this  he  put  naked  in  his  pocket,  with  the  point  up¬ 
wards,  and,  as  he  told  one  whom  he  thought  he  could 
truft,  his  defign  was  to  lean  forward  in  the  cart,  and  cut 
afunder  the  cord  that  tied  his  hands  together,  and  then, 
when  he  came  near  Little-Turn-ftile,  to  throw  himfelf  over 
among  the  croud,  and  run  through  the  narrow  paflage, 
where  the  officers  could  not  follow  on  horfeback,  but 
mu  ft  be  forced  to  difmount ;  and  in  the  mean  time  doubted 
not,  but  by  the  mob's  afliftance,  he  fhould  make  his  es¬ 
cape.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  thefe 
thoughts,  when  he  faid,  I  have  now  as  great  a  fatisfadtion  at 
heart,  as  if  I  was  going  to  enjoy  an  eftate  of  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  though  the  chaplain  underftood  it  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  fenfe.  But  this  hopeful  fcheme  was  difcovered  in  the 
Prefs-Yard  in  Newgate,  juft  as  he  was  going  into  the  cart, 
though  it  was  not  prevented  without  fome  lofs  of  blood  :  one 
Watfon  an  officer,  too  incautiouily  examining  Jack's  pockets, 
unluckily  cut  his  own  fingers. 

Sheppard  had  ftill  another  project  in  his  head.  He  ear- 
neftly  defired  fome  of  his  acquaintance,  that  after  his  body 
was  cut  down,  they  would,  as  foon  poftible,  put  it  into 
a  warm  bed,  and  try  to  let  him  blood  ;  for  he  faid,  he 
believed  if  fiuch  care  was  taken,  they  might  bring  him  to  life 
again. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  behaved  himfelf  very 
gravely,  confefled  in  particular,  that  he  robbed  Mr.  Phil¬ 
lips  and  Mrs.  Cook,  though,  for  want  of  full  evidence,  the 
jury  had  acquitted  him  of  both  ;  and  declared,  that,  when 
he  and  Blue4kin  robbed  Mr.  Knee-bone,  Will.  Field  was  not 
with  them. 

Fie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  November  1 6, 
1704,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  age.  He  died  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  much  pitied  by  the  mob.  When  he  had  hung 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  was  cut  down  by  a  loldier, 
and  delivered  to  his  friends,  who  carried  him  to  the  Barley- 
Mow  in  Long-Acre,  and  he  was  buried  the  fame  evening  in 
St.  Martin's  church-yard. 

I  don't  remember  any  felon  in  this  kingdom,  whofe  ad¬ 
ventures  have  made  fo  much  noife  as  Sheppard’s,  He  was 

for 
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for  a  confiderable  time  the  common  fubjeil  of  converfation. 

I  have  feen  fix  or  feven  different  hiflories  of  his  life  ;  and 
feveral  copper-plates,  reprefenting  the  manner  of  his  efcapes 
out  of  the  Condemned-Hold,  and  the  Caflle  in  Newgate  ; 
befides  other  prints  of  his  effigies.  The  principal  of  thefe 
laft  was  a  mezzotinto,  done  from  the  original  picture, 
painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  on  which  occafion  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ftanzas  were  printed  in  the  Britifh  Journal  of  Nov. 
28,  1724. 

d  i  / 

Thornhill,  ’tis  thine  to  gild  with  fame 
Th’  obfcure,  and  raife  the  humble  names 
To  make  the  form  elude  the  grave, 

And  Sheppard  from  oblivion  fave. 

Tho’  life  in  vain  the  wretch  implores. 

An  exile  on  the  farthefl  fhores,  b 

Thy  pencil  brings  a  kind  reprieve. 

And  bids  the  dying  robber  live. 

-  1  *  I 

i  1  , 

This  piece  to  latefh  time  fhall  Hand, 

And  fhew  the  wonders  of  thy  hand. 

Thus  former  mailers  grac’d  their  name* 

And  gave  egregious  robbers  fame. 

Apelles  Alexander  drevy, 

Caefar  is  to  Aurellius  due, 

Cromwell  in  Lilly’s  works  doth  fhine, 

And  Sheppard,  Thornhill,  lives  in  thine. 

Sheppard  was  even  thought  a  proper  fubjeil  for  the  flage. 
Mr.  Thurmond  contrived  a  pantomime  entertainment,  called 

Harlequin  Sheppard. - A  Night  Scene  in  Grotefque 

Charailers. — - It  was  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal  in 

Drury-Lane.  The  fcenes  were  painted  from  the  real  places 
©f  adfion. 

Then  a  fa;ce  of  three  ails  vyas  printed,  under  the  title  of 
The  Prifon-Breaker  :  or  the  Adventures  of  John  Sheppard. 
This  was  never  ailed  at  any  of  the  theatres  :  but  after  it 
had  lain  a  long  while  negleited,  it  was  intermixed  with  fongs 
and  catches  at  Bartholomew-Fair,  by  the  name  of  The 
Shaker’ s-Opera, 
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And  what  is  yet  more,  Jack’s  adventures  have  been  fpiri- 
tualized  in  the  pulpit,  if  a  late  friend  of  mine  was  not  in  jeft 
when  he  told  me  the  (lory  ;  hut,  however,  I  ihall  repeat  it 
as  near  as  I  can,  in  his  own  words,  and  leave  the  reader  to 
judge  how  far  it  deferves  credit. 

One  Sunday  evening,  fays  he,  as  I  was  returning  home 
from  the  other  end  of  the  town,  I  feme  how  mi  fed  my  way, 
and  palling  by  a  porch,  I  heard  the  found  of  a  preacher’s 
voice,  upon  which  1  turned  back  and  flepped  in.  He  was 
pretty  near  the  conclufion  of  his  fermon.  What  I  heard  was 
-fo  fmall  a  part,  and  fo  remarkable,  that  I  believe  I  can  re¬ 
peat  it  almoft  verbatim.  Thefe  were  his  words,  or  at  leaft  to 
this  effect,  ■  *  :•» 

<c  Now,  my  beloved,  what  a  melancholy  confideration  it 
Is,  that  men  fliouid  ftiew  fo  much  regard  for  the  prefervation 
of  a  poor  perifhing  body,  that  can  remain  at  molt  but  a  few 
years  ;  and  at'the  fame  time,  be  fo  unaccountably  negligent  of 
a.  precious  foul,  which  muff  continue  to  the  ages  of  eternity  ! 
O  what  care  !  what  pains  ;  what  diligence  !  and  what  con¬ 
trivances  are  made  ufe  of  for,  and  laid  out  upon  thefe  frail 
and  tottering  tabernacles  of  clay  !  when  alas !  the  nobler 
part  of  us  Is  allowed  fo  very  fmall  a  {hare  of  our  concern, 
that  we  fcarce  will  give  ourfelves  the  trouble  of  beif owing 
a  thought  upon  it.  »  .  ,»  •  <  •  *  •  ;  . 

We  have  a  remarkable  inftancs  of  this  in  a  notorious 
jnalefadlor,  well  known  by  the  name  of  Jack  Sheppard  1 
what  amazing  difficulties  has  he  overcome,  what  aifonifhing 
things'  has  he  performed,  for  the  fake  of  a  {linking  miferable 
carcafe,  hardly  worth  hanging?  How  dextroufly  did  he  pick 
the  padlock  of  his  chain  with  a  crooked  nail  ?  How  manfully 
he  burff  his  fetters  afunder,  climb  up  the  chimney,  wrench 
out  an  iron- bar,  break  his  way  through  a  lione-wall,  and 
make  the  ffrong  doors  of  a  dark  entry  fly  before  him,  till  he 
got  upon  the  leads  of  theprifon  ?  and  then  fixing  a  blanket  to 
the  wall  with  a  fpike  he  {foie  out  of  the  chapel,  how  inr 
trepidly  did  he  dofeend  to  the  top  of  the  Turner’s  houfe,  and 
how  cautioufly  pafs  down  the  flairs,  and  make  his  efcape  at 
the  ftreet-door  ?  ....  .  ? .  .  .. 

ct  O  that  ye  were  all  like  Jack  Sheppard  !  miffake  me  not, 
my  brethren,  I  don’t  mean  in  a  carnal,  but  in  a  fpiritual 
fenf’,  for  1  purpofe  to  fpiritualize  thefe  things.  What  a 
frame  it  would  he  if  we  fhould  not  think  it  worth  our  while 
to  take  as  much  pains,  and  employ  as  many  deep  thoughts  to 
f§ve  pur  fouls,  as  he  has  done  to  preferve  his  body. 
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cc  Let  me  exhort  ye  then  to  open  the  Locks  of  your 
Hearts  with  the  Nail  of  Repentance  ;  burft  afunder  the 
Fetters  of  your  beloved  Luffs;  mount  the  Chimney,  of  Hope, 
take  from  thence  the  Bar  of  good  Refolution,  break 
through  the  Stone  wall  of  Defpair,  and  all  the  ftrong  Holds 
in  the  Dark-Entry  of  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  : 
raife  yourfelves  to  the  Leads  of  Divine  Meditation.  Fix  the 
Blanket  of  Faith  with  the  Spike  of  the  Church.  Let  your¬ 
felves  down  to  the  Turner’s- Houfe  of  Refignation,  and  def- 
cend  the  Stairs  of  Humility  :  fo  fhall  you  come  to  the  Door 
of  Deliverance  from  the  Prifon  of  Iniquity,  and  efcape  the 
clutches  of  that  old  Executioner  the  Devil,  who  goeth  about 
like  a  roaring  lion  feeking  whom  he  may  devour/’ 

:  ,  t;  t  ’  1  ,  it  i  ■>-  »  •  ‘  -  '  * 

But  the  beft  piece  I  have  feen  relating  to  Sheppard,  is  a 
dialogue  in  the  Britifh  journal  of  Dec,  4,  1725.  As  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  hardly  now  to  be  met  with,  and  am  well  allured  it 
will  be  acceptable,  I  fhall  give  it  a  place  here.  *  *•  *  ■  ■■ 

‘  r  '  ^  '  '  •'  x  v  v 

SIR,  '  _ 

H  E  following  dialogue  between  an  ancient  and  a  modem 
hero  is,  we  apprehend,  defigned  as  an  imitation  of 
Lucian  or  Fontenelle  ;  whether  the  author  has  fucceeded  in 
thac  defign,  or  no,  we  will  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but 
if  he  has  not,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  good  fenfe  and 
truth  which  runs  through  it,  will  be  a  fuffieient  apology  for 
Slaking  it  this  day’s  entertainment. 

Julius  CiESAR  and  Jack  Sheppard. 

*>  *  * 

cc  C.  How  now,  wretch  !  what  madnefs  has  infpired 
thee  with  the  thought  of  fweiling  into  a  comparifon  with 

me  ?  c,  • - 

44  S.  Look  you,  Sir,  I  have  been  as  excellent  in  my  way, 
as  you  in  yours,  perhaps  more  fo  :  and  as  we  are  now  in  a 
place  where  glory  is  our  beft  portion,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why 

equality  in  merit  fhould  not  be  a  foundation  for  an  equality 
in  fame. 

44  C.  And  is  it  poflible  ?  Gods!  what  do  I  hear?  Are 
all  my  battles  compared  to  ftreet-robberies  ?  All  my  fieges  to 
burglaries  ?  And  mull  all  the  adtions  of  my  life  be  tarnifhed  by 
a  vile  comparifon  with  a  Have,  whofe  higheft  character  is  that 
pf  a  goal-breaker  ? 

Ui 
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44  S.  Softly,  good  Csefar.  Is  it  more  a  crime  to  pick  a  locks, 
than  unhinge  a  conftitution  ?  Are  a  pair  of  fetters  more  fa- 
cred  than  the  liberty  of  the  people  ?  And  is  it  more  difhonour- 
able  to  flip  through  the  hands  of  a  gaoler,  than  break  through' 
the  laws  of  one's  country  ? 

44  C.  Now,  friend,  I  have  caught  thee:  waft  not  thou 
made  a  public  fpedtacle  of  infamy  for  breach  of  thy  country53 

laws  ? 

44  S.  I  was,  and  it  is  there,  if  any  where,  I  have  an  ad¬ 
vantage  over  thee  :  1  only  infringed  the  laws,  not  overturned 
them.  I  did  not  grow  too  big  a  villain  for  them  to  punifh 
me,  as  you  did,  and  therefore  was  punifhed  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner  ;  but  furely,  in  fair  reafoning,  it  is  the  crime, 
not  the  punifliment,  that  is  fcandalous. 

44  C.  That  I  am  ready  to  grant ;  but  pry  thee  what  are  my 
crimes  ? 

46  S.  O  Lord,  Sir  !  I  want  memory  to  repeat  them  ; 
ufurping  tyranny  ;  enflaving  your  country  5  deflroying  the 
eftablifhed  plan  of  government ;  invading  foreigners,  whole 
freedom  you  had  no  right  to  difturb ;  and  perplexing  citizens, 
whofe  liberties  yon  were  obliged  to  preferve  :  in  a  word,  be¬ 
ing  fedkious  at  home,  and  troubiefome  abroad,  is  the  beff 
character  you  have  to  boaflt  of. 

44  C.  This  is  a  little  odd  :  but  pray.  Sir,  had  I  no  vir¬ 
tues  ? 

44  S.  Very  few.  Some  accomplifhments  indeed  you  had,  and 
fo  had  I,  or  neither  of  us  had  been  fit  for  our  buiinefs  :  your 
purpofe  was  to  obtain  power;  mine  to  get  riches  :  we  both 
took  illegal  methods,  and  therefore  feme  fupplemental  qua¬ 
lities  w^ere  neceiTary  to  our  undertakings ;  you  was  learned, 
wife  and  valiant  ;  I  was  fly,  cunning  and  dexterous. 

44  C.  And  will  you  then  make  no  difference  between  our 
enterprises  ? 

44  S.  Not  till  you  fhew  me  that  the  one  was  more  warrantable 
than  the  other,  or  lefs  noxious  to  mankind  ;  and  which  ever 
you  prove  fo,  I  will  allow  to  be  the  mofl:  laudable. 

44  C.  Very  well  !  as  yet  you  have  only  {hewn  that  our 
vices  are  equal  :  now,  pray,  Sir,  what  are  your  virtues  ? 

44  S,  Did  I  ever  pretend  to  any  ?  Sir,  you  miftake  me, 
I  only  put  in  for  fame,  to  which  virtue  is  but  an  indifferent 
title.  Lord,  Sir !  if  either  you  or  I  had  virtues,  we  had  been 
forgotten  long  fince. 

44  C.  Heyday  !  and  fo  you  are  content,  if  I  give  up  my 
chara&er  for  that  of  a  villain,  to  be  thought  one  too. 

C€  S.  I  nevei 


27 1 


JOHN  SHEPPARD,  for  Burglaries. 

44  S.  I  never  afpired  to  be  greater  than  Ciefar. 

“  C.  Prefumptuous  !  and  doft  thou  hope  to  be  equal  ? 

44  S.  Why  not  ?  My  actions  are  as  wonderful,  and  fome- 
what  honefter. 

44  C.  Why  doft  thou  not  relate  them  then?  For  as  yet  I 
have  heard  nothing  but  infamous  things  of  thy  perform¬ 
ing. 

44  S.  Caefar,  I  hate  boafting;  but  could  I  write  like  thee 
an  account  of  my  life,  it  would  not  be  credited,  but  it  would 
be  free  from  the  cenfures  that  may  be  pafted  upon  thine  :  men 
would  find  nothing  in  it  undertaken  through  wantonnefs  or 
ambition.  I  did  not  ravage,  as  you  did,  in  the  Eaft  for  fame, 
in  the  Weft  for  fupremacy  :  all  my  a&ions  were  enterprifed 
on  a  juftifiable  fco^e,  the  maintenance  of  life  ;  and  if  glory 
attended  them,  fire  came  uninvited  and  unexpected.  r 

44  C.  I  perceive  by  your  difcourfe  that  you  are  a  leveller, 
and  not  to  be  converfed  with  on  fuch  fubjeCts  ;  but  you  were 
pleafed  to  affirm  juft  now,  that  I  had  no  virtues  ;  I  tie  yon 
up  to  that  affertion,  and  laying  afide  my  character  of  mo¬ 
narch,  will  join  iffue  with  you  upon  the  foot  of  perfonal  me¬ 
rit. 

44  S.  Why  now  you  talk  reafon,  and  I  fhall  hear  you 
with  pleafure. 

44  C.  What  is  your  opinion  of  my  courage  ? 

44  S.  Why,  that  you  had  courage  is  not  to  be  difputed ; 
but  you  muft  allow  it  to  me  alfo  ;  and  I  think  I  have  fhewn 
it  to  a  greater  degree  than  you  did.  I  fancy  declaring  war 
alone  and  unarmed  againft  a  whole  potent  kingdom,  is  what 
you  would  not  have  ventured  upon :  befides,  courage  is  a 
quality  fo  many  brutes  have  in  common  with  us  that  it  is  almoft 
a  fbame  to  boaft  on  it :  and  that  it  has  fuch  a  dependance 
on  our  conftitution,  that  it  is  no  more  a  merit  than  birth, 
beauty,  or  any  other  accidental  ornament ;  and  a  man  is 
no  more  to  be  praifed,  or  blamed,  for  having,  or  wanting 
courage,  than  for  having  a  fine  hand,  or  a  diftorted  face. 

44  C.  What  of  my  humanity  and  moderation  ? 

44  S.  Trick  and  artifice  like  my  own:  rigour  and  cruelty 
would  have  undone  you  :  why,  I  never  purloined  any  thing 
that  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  me. 

44  C.  What  fay  you  to  my  wifdom  and  learning  ? 

<4  S.  Your  learning  I  don’t  underftand,  but  I  hope  you 
would  not  palm  it  upon  me  for  a  virtue.  And  as  for  your 
wifdom,  I  am  afhamed  the  world  has  been  impofed  on  by  it : 
I  have  contrived  a  better  plot  for  ftealing  a  gold  watch,  than 
that  by  which  you  ftole  the  liberties  of  Rome:  Nor  was 
4  your 
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your  fcheme  for  getting  the  fword  of  power  into  your  hands 
by  any  means  equal  to  mine  lor  procuring  one  whofe  only 
worth  was  a  filver  hilt.  O  !  that  I  had  been  Csefar,  and  you 
Sheppard  !  I  fhould  have  made  a  glorious  emperor,  and  you 
but  a  forry  thief. 

C.  Come,  good  words  and  few;  I  have  but  one  quef- 
fion  to  afk :  what  are  your  thoughts  of  my  refolution  ? 
Do  yoh  think  paffing  the  Rubicon,  or  fwimming  from 
Alexandria  to  my  fleet,  have  hiftorical  actions  their  equals  ? 

“  S.  Heyday  !  Did  you  ever  hear  of  my  two  efcapes  ?  And 
do  you  think  the  man  who  had  refolution  enough  to  attempt 
them,  did  not  furpafs  you  ? 

C.  They  were  ads  of  defpair,  not  of  refolution. 

S.  I  believe.  Sir,  you  will  find  them  founded  on  the 
fame  principle  with  yours ;  or  if  they  vary,  it  is  for  the  bet¬ 
ter.  Such  of  your  mad  pranks  as  you  had  no  occafion  to 
play,  were  done  for  glory  ;  thofe  which  you  were  forced  on 
for  life.  My  adions  were  all  of  the  latter  fort,  and  therefore, 
as  J  hinted  before,  more  meritorious  than  yours ;  for  next  to 
playing  the  fool,  the  greateil  folly  is  doing  it  only  with  a  view 
to  be  talked  of. 

cc  C.  It  is  fomewhat  hard,  that  though  I  have  given  up  my 
public  charader,  you  will  allow  me  no  perfcnal  merit  in  my 
private* 

64  S.  Sir,  I  have  reafon.  You  and  I  have  done  great 
actions  in  our  feveral  ways  ,  but  the  ends  for  which  we  did 
them,  render  them  vile  :  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  perfonal 
merit  independeat  of  fociery,  nor  can  any  accomplifb merits 
deferve  that  name,  but  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  which  the 
weal-public  receives  from  them.  Courage,  humanity,  mo¬ 
deration,  wifdom,  learning  and  refolution,  are  fine  qualities, 
but  it  is  the  ufe  and  application  which  make  them  virtues ; 
and  the  only  reafon  for  paying  any  regard  to  them  is,  that  when 
men  are  engaged  for  the  good  of  their  kind,  fuch  qualities 
make  them 'more  able  to  procure  it  effectually,  which  argu¬ 
ment  is  reverfed  when  the'purpofe  is  altered. 

C*  I  am  almoft  of  your  opinion. — —You  reafon 
well ;  and  I  wiffr,  for  the  peace  of  mankind,  the  rulers  of 
the  .  earth  had  fo  juft  a  notion  of  my  charade r  as  you 
have/' 
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Odlober,  1724. 

JOSEPH  BLAKE,  alias  BLUESKIN,  of  St,  Mary  le 
,!  Savoy,  was  inclined  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe 
of  William  Kneebone,  and  Healing  108  yards  of  woollen 
cloth,  value  36I.  and  other  goods,  June  12,  1724,  in  the 
night-time. 

Mr.  Kneebone .  Having  heard  that  two  of  my  neighbours 
houfes  had  been  robbed,  and  receiving  fome  intimation,  that 
mine  was  marked  down  for  the  next,  I  took  a  particular  care 
to  fee  all  my  doors  and  windows  faff,  before  I  went  to  bed ; 
notwithftanding  which,  it  was  broke  open  that  very  night, 
and  108  yards  of  woollen  cloth,  and  other  goods,  were  taken 
away,  which  I  miffed  in  the  morning,  and  found  two  bars  of 
my  cellar-window  were  cut,  and  my  cellar-door,  which  had 
been  locked  with  a  padlock,  and  bolted,  was  broke  open.  I 
acquainted  Jonathan  Wild  with  what  had  happened,  and  told 
him  that  I  fufpedted  Jack  Sheppard.  Jonathan  procured  Shep¬ 
pard  and  the  prifoner  to  be  apprehended.  I  went  to  Sheppard 
in  Newgate,  and  he  declared  to  me,  that  himfelf  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  committed  the  fa£h 

Court .  What  Sheppard  confeffed  might  be  evidence  again# 
himfelf,  but  cannot  a £Fe£I  another. 

Mr.  Kneebone.  After  they  were  taken,  William  Field  ap¬ 
peared  a  voluntary  evidence  again  ft  Sheppard,  and  is  now  come 
as  a  witnefs  again#  the  prifoner. 

William  Field.  I  was  not  much  acquainted  with  Sheppard, 
for  I  had  feen  him  but  two  or  three  times,  by  means  of  his 
coming  to  the  prifoner,  who  lodged  at  my  houfe  in  the  Mint. 
The  prifoner  afked  me  to  go  out  with  him  and  Sheppard  to 
rob  Mr.  Kneebone.  I  was  unwilling  to  expofe  my felf  to  any 
danger,  and  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  the  houfe.  Blood, 
fays  he,  nor  I  neither  5  but  Jack  Sheppard  does,  for  he  has 
lived  there,  and  he’ll  undertake  it,  and  we  fnali  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  help  to  carry  off  the  goods,  or  elfe  I  ihould  be 
as  unwilling  to  venture  as  you.  I  agreed  to  that,  and  fo  the 
prifoner  and  I  went,  from  my  houfe  in  the  Mint,  to  Lam¬ 
beth,  where  we  croffed  the  water,  and  got  to  Shepparcfs 
lodgings  at  Weftminfter  about  three  in  the  afternoon ;  we 
Ha  id  there  till  about  twelve  at  night,  and  then  all  three  went 
to  Mr.  Kneebone’s  houfe.  Jack  eafily  broke  it  open,  by  tak- 
7  Mm  ing 
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ing  the  bars  out  of  the  cellar-window;  for  he  told  us  he  had 
cut  them  above  a  month  before.  I  had  provided  myfelf  with 
a  finder  box,  and  the  prifoner  had  a  wax  candle,  which  ‘J 
gave  him  money  to  buy  as  we  came  along.  Sheppard  took 
the  tinder-box  and  candle,  and  went  in,  and  we  flood  to  look 
out,  till  he  had  got  the  goods  in  readinefs,  and  then  he  open¬ 
ed  the  back-door,  and  we  went  in,  and  each  of  us  took  a 
burden  of  Broad-cloth,  and  fo  walked  off.  The  prifoner  and 
J  went  afterwards  to  pawn  part  of  this  cloth  ;  but  he  flood  at 
a  little  diffance,  while  I  carried  it  in.  It  was  found  there  by 
my  directions,  and  here  it  is. 

Abraham  Men  ez,  a  Jew7.  I  went  with  Mr.  Wild  to  help 
him  to  bring  the  prifoner  to  Newgate,  and,  as  we  were  com¬ 
ing  by  the  profecutoi’s  houfe,  Mr.  Wild  faid  to  the  prifoner, 
There’s  the  Ken  !  and  he  anfwered,  Say  no  more  of  that, 
Mr.  Wild,  for  I  know  I  am  a  dead  man  ;  but  what  I  fear  is, 
that  I  fiiall  afterwards  ’  be  carried  to  Surgeon’s-hall  and  anato¬ 
mized  To  which  Mr  Wild  replied,  No,  I’ll  take  care  to 
prevent  that,  for  I’ll  give  you  a  coffin, 
t  phdlt  Arnold .  I  went  with  Abraham  and  Mr.  Wild  to 
apprehend  the  prifoner,  and,  going  to  his  chamber  door,  I 
bid  him  open  it,  but  he  fwore  he  would  not,  and  fo  I  burfl 
it  open.  He  drew  a  penknife,  and  fwore  he  would  kill  the 
firfl  man  that  came  in  :  then  I  am  the  firfl  man,  fays  1,  and 
Mr.  Wild  is  not  far  behind,  and  if  you  don’t  deliver  your 
penknife  immediately,  I’ll  chop  your  arm  off.  Then  he  threw 
the  knife  down,  and  I  apprehended  him.  I  afterwards  heard 
Mr.  Wild  pro  mile  to  give  him  a  coffin. 

Prifoner.  I  know  nothing  of  the  fad,  nor  ever  had  any 
acquaintance  with  Field.  As  for  my  refilling  Quilt  AArnold2 
I  took  him  at  firfl  for  a  bailiff  come  to  arrefl  me, 

«■?..  ,  •  v '  * 
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The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death, 

f  ,  .  %  ■  *  i  + 

After  the  verdidl  was  given,  he  faid  to  the  court :  on  WecU 
pefday  morning  lafl  (the  14th  of  this  month)  Jonathan  Wild 
faid  to  Simon  Jacobs,  I  believe  you  will  not  bring  40I.  this 
time,  I  vvifh  Joe  (meaning  me)  was  in  your  cafe,  but  I  aril 
afraid  he  is  a  dead  man  ;  but  I’ll  do  my  endeavour  to  bring 
you  off  as  a  fingje  felon.  Apd  then,  turning  to  me,  he  faid^ 
I  believe  you  muff  die.  I’ll  fend  you  a  good  book  or  two, 
and  provide  you  a  coffin,  ancl  you  fiiall  not  be  anatomized. 

Simon  Jacobs ,  alias  'Jojeph  Guejl,  was  convidted  of  felony 
at  the  fame  feffions,  for  dealing  two  guineas,  and  3s.  bd.  the 
money  of  George  Harcouyt,  out  of  a  defk  in  the  Crown- 
-  -  ,  '■  f*  *  v  office  ? 


JOSEPH  BLAKE,  for  Burglary.  275 

.  A*  *  h  "  ... 

office,  Auguff  8.  Tranfportation.  He  was  tried  for  a  Bur¬ 
glary  in  October,  1722. 

Account  ^  Joseph  Blake,  Blueskin. 

Jofepb  Blake  was  born  in  London.  He  was  kept  fi&  years 
at  fchool ;  but  had  fo  early  an  inclination  to  roguery,  that 
he  made  but  little  progrefs  in  his  learning.  Here  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  begun  with  Will.  Blewit,  who  was  his  fcbool-iellow, 
and  who  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  villain  of  the  fir  ft  rank, 
as  we  (hall  find  in  his  trial,  in  March,  172.6. 

As  foon  as  joe  was  taken  from  fchool,  he  applied  himfelf 
to  picking  and  fnatching  pockets,  in  companv  with  one  Ed¬ 
ward  Pdlit.  The  greatefl  prize  they  got  was  one  night  about 
three  ve.ms  ago,  in  Threadneedle-flreet,  where  they  (hatched 
off  a  woman’s  pocket,  in  which  they  fourd  37  (hillings,  and 
feme  half-pence,  a  fdver  fnuff-box  gilt,  a  pocket  bottle  of 
geneva,  and  a  tortoife-fhell  tobacco-box. 

Joe  was  hardly  fifteen,  before  he  had  been  in  all  the  Bride¬ 
wells  and  Work-houfes  about  town.  He  afterwards  under¬ 
took  flreet-robberies,  and  joined  himfelf  with  Will.  Lock, 
Robert  Wilkinfori,  James  Lincoln,  Valentine  Carrie  ,  and 
Daniel  Carrol,  and  was  one  of  their  company  when  they  rob¬ 
bed  Mr.  Clark,  affaulted  captain  Langley,  and  murdered  Peter 
Martin,  the  Chelfea  penfioner,  June  4,  1722.  Wifkinfon 
tvas  taken  firfl,  and  carried  before  juflice  Hewit,  where,  in 
hopes  of  being  made  an  evidence,  he  informed  againft  Oakey, 
Milkfop,  Ping,  Lincoln,  Carrick,  Carfol  and  Lock.  But 
Lock  being  apprehended  foon  after,  made  a  much  larger  in¬ 
formation  before  juflice  Blackerby,  containing  about  70  rob¬ 
beries,  befides  the  murder  of  Peter  Martin  ;  fo  that  Lock  was 
admitted  an  evidence,  Wilkinfon’s  impeachment  was  fet  a- 
lide,  and  he  himfelf  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  conviefed  of 
the  murder  of  Peter  Martin,  and  of  feveral  other  robberies. 

Jofepb  Rice ,  who  was  fhot  in  attempting  to  rob  the  lady 
Chudleigh’s  coach,  was  another  of  Blake’s  companions. 

Blake  was  taken  in  December,  1722,  and  made  an  inform¬ 
ation  of  twelve  robberies,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

c<  With  William  BleWitt,  and  Richard  Oakey,  I  flopped 
a  man  on  horfeback  near  Walworth-common,  bound  him, 
and  took  9$,  and  fome  copper,  a  fludded  cafe  watch,  which 
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watch  was  pawned  by  Mrs.  Jones,  wife  of  Humphry  Jones, 
and  I  had  12s. 

44  Three  weeks  before  I  was  taken,  with  one  John  Junks,, 
alias  Lavie,  alias  Levie,  I  took  from  four  paffengers  in  the 
Chamberwell  flage-coacb,  about  twenty  Shillings,  and  on  Sun¬ 
day  lad,  being  the  x6th  of  this  indant  December,  1722,  with 
Matthew  Flood,  I  robbed  a  Tingle  gentleman  in  a  chaife,  a- 
bout  fix  in  the  evening,  on  the  Hampftead  road,  of  a  filver 
watch,  with  a  black  ribband,  and  a  half  broad-piece.  On  the 
20th  of  this  indant,  we  robbed  two  gentlemen,  [W.  Young, 
Efq;  and  Col.  Cope]  with  hunting  caps  on,  in  a  chariot  on 
the  Hampdead  road,  and  took  two  gold  watches,  with  chains 
and  feals,  and  out  of  one  gentleman’s  fob  I  took  a  fmall 
ring,  an  infcription  writ  round  it,  having  a  fmall  crydal- 
done ;  alfo  one  guinea  in  gold,  and  about  16s.  The  watches 
we  fold  to  R  Grettrix,  of  Southwark,  for  14  Guineas.  Note, 
Junks  laid  down  his  piftol  by  the  gentlemen,  while  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  robbery. 

44  With  Richard  Oakey,  and  John  Junks,  I  flopped 
a  Tingle  man  with  a  link,  in  Fig-lane,  who  redding  us. 
Junks  and  Oakey  beat  him  with  their  p  idols  on  the  head  and 
bread:,  and  took  from  him  one  guinea,  and  one  penny,  and 
left  him  in  a  wounded  fad  condition, 

64  Alfo  I,  with  Edward  Pollit  and  John  Junks,  flopped  a 
man’bn  horfsback  on  Hampflead  road,  bound  him,  and  took 
one  guinea,  twelve  {hillings,  a  great  coat,  a  hat,  and  a  co¬ 
loured  handkerchief:  the  coat  Junks  had,  and  fold. 

44  Alfo,  with  Matthew  Flood  and  John  Junks,  I  robbed  a 
gentleman  in  a  coach  near  Tyburn-houfe,  of  one  guinea  and 
about  fix  (hillings, 

Daniel  Carrol  efcaped  to  Ireland,  where  he  had  not  been 
long,  before  he  was  killed  by  a  thief-taker. 

Oakey ,  Levee  and  Flood  were  convicted  on  Blake’s  evidence, 
of  robbing  Mr.  Young,  Col.  Cope,  and  Simeon  Betts.  The 
watch  they  took  from  Mr,  Young,  as  before,  was  the  fame 
he  had  been  robbed  of  once  before  by  Molony  and  Carrick, 
Blake,  upon  thefe  con  visions,  expe&ed  not  only  his  liberty, 
but  part  of  the  reward  allowed  by  the  government ;  but  he 
was  told,  he  had  no  right  to  either,  hecaufe  he  was  not  a  » 
voluntary  witnefs ;  but,  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  made  a  violent 
refiftance,  and  received  a  dangerous  cut  in  his  head,  and  other 
wounds,  before  he  would  furrender ;  and  therefore,  if  he 
would  not  confent  to  be  tranfported  for  feven  years,  he  mud 
find  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  before  the  court  would 
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difcharge  him  ;  and  fo  he  was  remanded  to  Wocd-ftreet 
Compter. 

Jonathan  Wild  paid  for  the  cure  of  Blake’s  wound, 
and  allowed  him  three  {hillings  and  fix-pence  a  week  for  a 
coniiderable  time.  No  doubt  but  he  had  fome  reafons  for  fo 
doing.  , 

Bluelkin  lay  above  a  year  in  the  Compter,  before  he 
could  get  bail;  at  laft  prevailing  with  two  Gardeners,  he 
acquainted  the  court,  that  he  was  ready  to  give  fecurity 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  feven  years.  The  court  referred 
him  to  Sir  John  Fryer.  Blake  and  his  two  fureties  accord¬ 
ingly  attended  on  Sir  John,  who  took  their  recognizance. 
A  gentleman,  who  was  then  prefent,  aiked  him  how  long  it 
might  be  before  they  faw  Blake  again  at  the  Old-Bailey  ? 
Another  anfwered,  about  three  fdiions,  and  he  happened  to 
guefs-  right  ;  for  at  the  third  feffions  joe  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  as  we  (hall  immediately  fee. 

No  fooner  was  he  at  liberty,  but  meeting  with  jack 
Sheppard,  they  went  to  plundering  together.  On  Monday, 
July  20,  about  nine  at  night,  not  far  from  Fig  Lane,  they 
robbed  John  Pargiter  of  three  (hillings,  as  he  was  going 
home  to  Hampftead  :  the  confequence  of  which  was  very 
unhappy.  For  as  Pargiter  was  drunk  when  he  loft  his  money, 
he  ra(hly,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  fwore  the  robbery  upon  two 
innocent  brothers,  Francis  and  Benjamin  Brightwell  ;  and 
though  it  appeared  in  court,  that  they  were  men  of  fpotlefs 
characters,  and  were  acquitted  with  honour,  yet  it  coft: 
Francis  his  life  ;  for  in  a  little  while  after  he  died  with  grief, 
or  as  fome  fay,  with  the  jail  diftemper.  How  (hocking  muft  the 
thought  of  this  have  been  to  the  profecutor,  if  he  was  not  in** 
capable  of  reflection  ! 

Biake  and  Sheppard  committed  feveral  other  robberies  to¬ 
gether  ;  but  the  laft  fa£t  Blake  was  concerned  with  him  in, 
was  the  breaking  open  Mr,  Kneebone’s  houfe,  for  which  they 
were  both  condemned. 

The  day  that  Bluefkin  was  tried,  he  was  put  into  the  bail  - 
dock,  in  the  feflions-houfe.  Jonathan  Wild  goinginto  fpeak 
with  him,  he  fuddenly  drew  a  clafp-penknife,  and  cut  Jona¬ 
than’s  throat ;  but  as  the  knife  was  dull,  the  wound,  though 
dangerous,  did  not  prove  mortal. 

As  to  his  behaviour  after  fentence,  take  it  in  Mr.  Purney’s 
words. 

“  When  under  condemnation,  he  did  not  (hew  a  concern, 
yet  always  made  the  refponfes  regularly,  and  never  appeared 
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ot.herwife  than  ferious  at  chapel ;  when  he  was  afked  if  he 
tvas  prompted  to  commit  the  violence  upon  Mr.  Jonathan 
Wild,  who  paid  for  the  healing  of  his  wounds  two  years  ago, 
allowed  him  money  in  the  Compter,  promifed  him  good 
books,  a  coffin,  he  anfwered,  that  none  prompted  him 
to  that  aflauit,  hut  a  hidden  thought  entered  that  moment  into 
his  mind,  or  elfe  he  fhould  have  provided  a  better  knife, 
which  would  have  cut  off  a  head  directly ;  adding,  that  he 
fo  a£fed,  becaufe,  that  perfori,  as  he  thought,  could  have 
obtained  tranfportation  for  him ;  as  one  man,  Sheppard,  was 
condemned  for  the  fame  offence  before. 

“  As  his  death  approached,  his  concern  did  not  encreafe, 
but  rather  abated,  and  he  appeared  more  thoughtiefs.  It  was 
thought  he  meditated  means  of  efcaping,  even  to  the  very 
time  of  his  being  executed. 

“  At  the  place  of  execution— -jofeph  Blake,  though  he 
vjas  obfervec!  by  fome  who  faw  him,  to  be  difguifed  in  liquor, 
and  to  reel  and  faulter  in  his  fpeech  at  Tyburn,  yet  was  he, 
before  he  died,  fenfible  of  the  crime  he  therein  committed* * 
and  as  he  fhed  tears  in  the  morning  at  chapel,  fo  he  fhewed 
the  fame  regret  immediately  before  his  death/’ 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  Nov.  ir,  1724. 


VINCENT  DAVIS,  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife, 

April,  1725. 

X/TNCENT  DAVIS,  of  Clerkenwell,  was  Indi&ed  for 

*  the  murder  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  by  giving  her  with 
a  knife  one  mortal  wound  in  the  right-fide  of  the  breaft, 
of  the  length  of  one  inch,  and  depth  of  three  inches,  on 
the  15th  of  March,  1724-5  ;  of  which  mortal  wound  file 
inflantly  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indi&ed  on  the  coroner’s  inquifiticn 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Mary  Tindal .  The  prifoner  and  his  wife,  the  deceafed* 
had  lodged  about  two  or  three  weeks  at  my  houfe  in  Smith- 


On  Sunday  morning  he 


went  out,  and  returned  a£ 


held. 

^iioon  :  after  dinner  he  went  out  again,  and  towards  evening 
liis  wife  went  to  fee  for  him  :  fhe  came  back  in  a  little  time, 
and  faid,  he  was  got  into  company  with  fome  ill  women  at 
Roper’s,  a  lewd  ale-houfe  in  Pye-Corner.  He  came  home  a t 
liight,  and  calling  to  me  at  the  fhirs-foofc,  Is  my  b — h  above  ? 
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fays  be.  If  (he  is,  bid  her  come  down  with  a  candle.  Th$ 
poor  woman  begged  me  to  go  down  with  her  for  fear  he 
fhould  abufe  her :  I  went,  he  d — ned  her  for  a  b— h,  beat 
tier,  and  fwore  he  would  murder  her  :  (he  ran  away  ;  he  fol¬ 
lowed  her,  but  (he  got  out  of  his  fight,  and  came  back  to  me, 
and  faid,  Pray,  landlady,  if  he  comes  again,  tell  him  that 
I  am  not  at  home,  for  if  he  finds  me,  he  will  certainly  be  my 
death.  I  hid  her  behind  my  bed:  he  came  and  enquired 
for  her,  I  denied  that  I  had  feen  her  fince  they  parted. — — 
G — d  d — n  her  for  a  b— h  !  fays  he,  and  fo  went  out  again  5 
but  in  a  little  time  returned  and  went  to  bed.  When  his 
wife  thought  he  was  afleep,  (he  faid,  (he  would  go  down 
into  his  reom,  and  fee  how  much  money  he  had  fpent  of 
the  feven  (hillings  he  took  with  him  in  the  morning ;  fo  (he 
went,  and  when  (he  came  up  again,  (he  faid,  I  have  found 
but  three  half-pence  ;  I  am  afraid  he  will  murder  me,  for  hs 
has  found  his  knife  that  I  had  hid  in  his  box,  and  has  laid 
it  in  the  chair  by  his  bed-fide,  with  a  bull’s  pizzle.  Next 
morning  I  went  into  his  room,  and  took  hold  of  his  bull’s 
pizzle.  He  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  fnatched  it  from  me,  and 
fwore  that  he  valued  his  pizzle  as  he  valued  his  life,  and 
would  as  foon  lofe  an  inch  of  one  as  the  other,  for  he  kept 
it  on  purpofe  to  pizzle  the  b — h  his  wife.  I  left  him, 
he  drefled  himfelf,  and  came  out  of  his  chamber,  locked 
the  door,  and  went  away.  His  wife,  between  fix  and  feven 
in  the  evening,  perfuaded  me  to  go  with  her  to  fee  for 
him  at  the  ale-houfe  in  Pye-Corner ;  we  found  him  there, 
and  he  was  as  good  as  his  word  in  exercifing  his  pizzle 
upon  his  wife.  I  left  them  together,  and  went  home : 
(he  followed  me  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  :  I  told  her,  that 
as  her  life  was  in  danger,  (he  was  to  blame  in  not  fe- 
curing  him  again,  as  he  had  been  fecured  once  before  in 
New-Prifon,  for  abufing  her.  He  came  home  foon  after, 
and  fitting  down  by  her  in  a  lower  room,  he  faid,  You 
b— h  !  what  bufinefs  have  you  here,  or  any  where  in  my 
company  ?  I  will  make  you  know,  you  b — h,  that  you  (hall 
never  follow  me  any  more,  for  I  am  married  to  little  Jenny. 
Well,  Davis,  faid  (he,  if  it  is  fo,  I  cannot  help  it;  but 
neverthelefs  let  us  drink  together  and  be  friends,  for  there 
is  none  in  earth  beneath,  or  heaven  above,  that  I  valu© 
fo  much  as  you  ;  and  therefore,  be  married  to  whom  you 
will,  we  will  not  part.  Pie  took  two  bones  of  mutton 
in  his  hand,  and  went  to  Starkey’s  at  the  White-Horfe, 
and  foon  after  he  was  gone,  (he  faid  (he  would  go  thi¬ 
ther  too,  and  fup  with  him,  and  fo  (he  went  5  but  it  was 

4  <  4  ».*■.*<  t  ,  r 
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mot  long  before  £he  came  back  again  with  her  hand  bloody', 

’  and  faid  fhe  had  cut  her  lingers  ;  and  fhe  begged  me  to 
leave  my  chamber-door  open,  that  if  he  came,  home  and 
offered  to  abufe  her,  file  might  run  in  there  and  fave  her 
life.  He  came  home  before  I  was  a-hed,  and  in  his  ufual 
language  d— — n’d  her  for  a  b — h,  and  bid  her  come  down 
and  bring  a  candle,  for  his  room  was  up  one  pair  of  flairs, 
and  mine  was  up  two.  She  went  to  him,  and  I  went  to 
bed  ;  I  heard  him  fwearing  at  her  upon  tine  flairs,  and  heard 
her  at  the  fame  time  beg  him  to  be  reconciled  and  be 
friends  with  her  :  at  lad,  file  run  up  into  my  room,  and  he 
after  her,  with  his  butcher’s  knife  in  his  hand,  and  there, 
without  any  provocation  given  him,  I  faw  him  dab  her  in  the 
breafh  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  fine  ran  down  flairs,  I  after 
her,  and  he  after  pie.  She  got  into  a  neighbour’s  houfe, 
where  fee  did  about  twelve  o’clock,  which  was  half  an  hour 
after  fhe  had  received  the  wound. 

i Mary  Jefferies .  1  [fee  at  the  Tobacco-Roll,  next  door 

to  Mrs.  Tindal,  the  lafl  witnefs.  There  is  only  a  thin  par¬ 
tition  betwixt  her  flair-cafe  and  mine  ;  1  was  going  to  bed 
between  u  and  1 2  o’clock,  when  I  heard  a  diflurbance 
jn  her  room,  and  a  noife  of  two  or  three  people  running 
down  flairs.  I  ran  down  too,  and  opened  my  door  to 
lee  what  was  the  matter.  The  moon  (hone  on  one  fide 
of  the  way,  but  the  other  fide  was  (haded  by  the  houfes. 
The  d.eceafed  came  to  my  door,  which  was  on  the  fiaady 
fide,  and  faid,  For  God’s  fake  let  me  in,  for  I  a m  dabbed  ! 
At  the  fame  time  I  perceived  a  man  run  from  the  fhady, 
to  the  moon-light  fide  of  the  way,  with  a  bloody  knife 
in  his  hand.  I  took  the  deceafed  in  gnd  fhut  the  door  $ 
Hie  fat  down  upon  fome  leaf- tobacco,  pulled  out  her  fto- 
macher,  and  (hewed  me  the  wound,  but  I  could  not  bear 
to  look  at  it,  I  opened  the  door  again  to  call  fome  of 
the  neighbours,  when  Mrs.  Tindal,  and  fome  others  came 
in  :  the  deceafed  cried.  He  has  killed  me——*  for  God ’3 
fake  call  fomebody  to  throw  up  his  heels  and  feize  him,  and 
don’t  let  my  blood  lie  at  your  door.  One  of  the  neighbours 
anfwered.  What  can  we  do?  He  runs  about  with  a  knife 
in  his  hand,  and  fwears  he  will  kill  the  firfl  man  that  offers 
to  touch  him.  But  foon  after  this  he  was  brought  in  by 
the  confiable  and  watch,  and  looking  upon  his  wife, 
Ha!  fays  he,  fhe  is  not  dead  yet— —Betty!  fpeaktome. 
I  am  afraid,  fays  I,  you  will  find  to  your  forrow,  that  fhe 
will  not  live  m  cb  longer.  The  Lord  give  you  a  heart  to 
repent  !  Well,  fays  he,  I  know  I  fhall  be  hanged,  and  I 


VINCENT  DAVIS,  for  Murder.  281 

V 

fiad  as  live  be  hanged  for  her,  as  for  any  woman  in  the  world. 
She  died  in  about  half  an  hour. 

Mr;  Kilpatrick ,  the  furgeon,  depofed,  that  he  probed  the 
wound,  and  found  it  about  three  inches  and  a  half  deep,  and 
that  it  was  the  caufe  of  her  death. 

Mr.  Gill ,  the  conftable.  I  carried  the  prifoner  to  New- 

prifon. - As  he  was  going  along  he  faid,  I  have  killed 

my  wife,  and  the  bed  woman  that  ever  man  lay  by,  and  I 
know  I  fhall  be  hanged  ;  but  for  God's  fake,  don't  let  me 
be  anatomized. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death . 

As  foon  as  he  heard  the  verdidt,  he  turned  about  and  faid, 
G— d-d - n  ye  all! 

The  Ordinary's  Account  of  Vincent  Davis. 

6c  Though  this  ma!efa£Ior,  immediately  after  the  com- 
million  of  the  murder,  either  as  being  terrified  or  alarmed, 
or  as  hoping  it  might  afterwards  avail  him,  appeared  to  be 
greatly  concerned  and  forry  for  the  fa6l ;  yet,  after  he  had 
been  vifited  in  Newgate,  and  had  regaled  himfelf  for  a  few 
days,  a  very  ftrange  and  fad  degree  of  profligatenefs  ufurped 
the  place  of  forrow,  fech  as  I  forbear  here  particularly  to 
mention  ;  and  though  he  was  carried  to  the  chapel  before  his 
condemnation,  when  the  other  prifoners  were  not  admitted 
thither,  he  behaved  in  a  manner  very  different  from  what  was 
expe£Ied  from  him.  After  his  condemnation,  his  deportment 
did  not  alter  ;  he  feemed  defirous  to  appear  like  a  bold  man, 
and  as  one  who  could  gaze  on  death  with  unconcern  :  but, 
notwithftanding  this,  when  the  warrant  for  execution  was 
figned,  his  behaviour  changed  at  once,  and  his  very  coun¬ 
tenance  and  heart  feemed  to  be  {truck  with  confirmation  even 
to  the  laft ;  he  did  not  indeed  ever  look  in  a  book  in  the 
chapel,  but  at  laft  (hewed  a  vafi:  concern  ;  yet  he  could  not 
be  convinced,  that  he  had  done  any  hurt  in  killing  his  wife, 
faying,  She  delbrved  it,  and  if  he  had  not  deftroyed  her  life, 
(he  would  have  defiroyed  his  foul  ;  for  even  her  very  fight 
raifed  malice  and  abhorrence,  and  hatred  in  his  foul,  and 
whatever  is  contrary  to  chnfiian  love  and  charity,  from  the 
time  (he  had  him  committed  to  New-prifon.  During  his 
confinement,  he  not  only  fent  many  letters  to  all  his  former 
friends  and  acquaintance  to  form  a  company,  and  prevent  the 
8  N  n  furgeons 
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furgeons  in  their  defigns  upon  his  body  ;  but  at  the  chape! 
{trove  to  conceal  his  looks,  from  thofe  whom  he  fufpedled  to 
be  fuch  :  fo  great  were  his  apprehenfions  that  he  fhould  be 
anatomized,  that  as  I  was  told,  he  defired  and  wifhed  he 
might  be  hanged  in  chains,  to  prevent  it,  and  with  that  view 
affronted  the  court  of  juflice.” 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  April  30,  1725. 
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ISABELLA  WILLIAMS,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
was  indiSled  for  privately  Healing  a  gold  ring  fet  with  dia¬ 
monds,  value  twenty  {Killings,  two  moidores,  36  guineas  and 
a  half,  and  twelve  {hillings  and  fix-pence  in  Hlver,  from  the 
perfon  of  John  Wilmar,  March  21,  1725. 

John  Wilmar.  I  came  to  London  with  nine  horfes,  and 
fold  leven  of  them,  and  had  all  the  money,  which  was  be¬ 
tween  forty  and  fifty  pounds,  in  my  pocket.  About  eight  at 
night,  when  I  was  going  home,  and  fo  me  where  in  the 
Strand,  I  enquired  my  way  to  Hyde-Park- Corner,  where 
my  lodging  was. — — The  prifoner  over-hearing  me,  came 
up,  and  laid.  If  I  would  give  her  a  pint  of  wine  {he  would 
fhew  me  the  way :  that  i  will,  and  thank  you  too,  fays  I— 
fo  we  went  to  a  tavern,  the  Harp  and  Crown,  at  the  corner 
of  St.  Martin VLanc;  where,  inHead  of  one  pint,  we  had 
four  or  five;  but  after  the  fecond  or  third,  I  found  myfeif 
weary  and  drowfy,  and  fo  I  fell  afleep.  The  drawer  awaked 
’  me,  and  afked  me,  if  I  had  loH  nothing  ?  I  told  him,  No. 
But  he  made  me  feel  in  my  pocket,  and  then  I  miffed  my 
money,  b«§t  not  all,  for  fome  was  left  in  my  bag.  The  pri¬ 
foner  was  carried  to  the  round-houfe,  23  !.  13  s.  were  found 
upon  her. 

Bernard -Armjirmg.  I  am  drawer  at  the  Harp  and  Crown. 
About  eight  at  night  the  profecutor  and  prifoner  came  in,  and 
afked  for  a  room.  My  m after  don’t  ufually  allow  women  to 
go  up  Hairs  with  men;  but  thefe  two  looking  like  civil  people^ 
i  thought  there  might  be  no  hurt  in  if,  and  (o  I  fhewed  them 
a  room  above.  They  called  for  three  pints  of  wine,  by 
which  time  I  faw  enough  in  their  behaviour  to  convince  me, 
that  the  prifoner  was  a  woman  of  the  town.  The  man  grew 
drowfy,  and  I  fufpebted  (he  might  have  fome  defign  to  pick 
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his  pocket.  Honed  countryman,  fays  I,  have  a  care  what 
you  do,  and  have  a  care  of  your  money,  if  you  have  got 
any  about  you.  Money,  fays  he,  aye,  I  have  money  enough, 
I  have  40  or  50 1.  in  my  pocket,  you  need  not  he  afraid  of 
your  reckoning,  and  fo  let  us  have  the  other  pint :  they  had 
it,  and  afterwards  they  called  for  another,  which  I  carried 
in  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  I  made  feveral  excufes  to  go  into 
the  room,  that  fhe  might  have  as  little  opportunity  as  podible, 
of  making  too  free  with  either  his  p  rfon  or  pocket.  She 
called  to  pay,  the  reckoning  came  to  five  (hillings  and  two¬ 
pence-  The  man  was  then  afleep  ;  fhe  gave  me  a  guinea 
and  fix  (hillings  in  filver.  I  thought  (he  had  made  fome  mif- 
take,  and  allied  her,  if  fhe  knew  what  (he  had  given  me. 
Pifh,  fays  (he,  and  winked  upon  me,  Is  the  man  a  fool  ? 
Don’t  you  know  your  bufinefs  ?  Can’t  you  take  the  money, 
and  be  eafy.  I  dill  refufed  it,  and  her  preding  me  to  take 
it  made  me  fufpeC,  that  (he  had  picked  the  countryman’s 
pocket,  and  fo  I  told  her.  She  grew  angry,  and  would 
have  gone  away,  but  I  dopped  her,  and  awaked  the  man, 
and  afked  him  if  he  had  lod  any  thing  ?  he  faid,  No ; 
but  I  made  him  feel  in  his  pocket,  and  then  he  faid  he  had  lod 
his  gold,  upon  which  I  fent  a  porter  to  the  round-houfe  for  a 
beadle. 

—  ■  Joy,  the  beadle.  The  porter  coming,  I  went  with 
him  to  the  tavern,  the  profecutor  charged  me  with  the  pri- 
(oner,  and  the  prifoner  with  the  profecutor,  and  fo  I  con¬ 
duced  them  both  to  the  round-houfe,  where  I  pulled  off  her 
fhoes  and  dockings  to  fearch  her,  and  I  found  a  crown-piece, 
a  guinea,  and  a  moidore  upon  her,  and  the  condable  found  a 
great  deal  more. 

— — -  Halliwell ,  the  condable.  They  came  to  the 

round-houfe  a  little  before  twelve  ;  we  dripped  her,  and 
(earched  her  in  every  part ;  two  crown-pieces  were  found 
in  her  dockings,  two  moidores  in  her  hand,  feveral  gui¬ 
neas,  a  half  guinea,  a  half  crown,  and  a  gold  ring  fefc 
with  a  done,  and  fix  fparks,  in  her  pocket,  and  as  many 
other  guineas  in  her  bofom,  as  made  up  twenty  pounds 
thirteen  (hillings.  She  faid  that  he  gave  her  the  money  to 
pay  the  reckoning,  and  that  (he  would  fend  for  a  friend 
to  make  up  what  money  was  wanting,  if  the  profecutor 
Would  be  $afyfl 
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The  Frif oner's  Defence . 

Prifoner.  I  met  this  countryman  in  the  Strand.  Hes 
took  hold  of  me,  and  faid  1  fhould  go  and  take  a  glaf^ 
With  him.  I  refufed,  and  got  from  him,  and  was  in  hopes 
he  would  trouble  me  no  more  ;  but  he  turned  back  and 
followed  me  to  Temple-Bar.  At  laft,  with  great  impor¬ 
tunity,  and  much  againft  my  will,  I  went  with  him  to 
the  tavern,  where  we  had  five  pints  of  wine.  He  prefTed 
me  to  go  to  his  lodgings,  at  the  White-Horfe  in  Piccadilly, 
and  lie  with  him  all  night,  and  from  thence  go  with  him 
next  morning  into  the  country ;  but  I  told  him  he  was 
miftaken  in  his  woman,  for  I  was  no  fiich  perfon  as  he 
thought  me  to  be.  My  dear,  fays  he,  If  you  will  but 
go,  you  fhall  want  for  nothing,  I  have  money  enough,  and 
don’t  value  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  and,  if  you  think  I  will 
not  be  as  good  as  my  word,  i  will  give  it  you  now  :  and  fo 
he  pulled  out  his  money,  and  threw  it  into  my  lap,  and  faid» 
He  only  defired  rpe  to  pay  the  reckoning  out  of  it.  And 
I  am  fo  far  from  being  guilty  of  what  I  am  now  charged 
with,  that  I  never  did  an  ill  thing  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
life. 

— - —  Rimmington ,  a  barber,  at  the  Perriwig  in  Black- 
Fry  a  rs3  I  have  known  the  prifoner  ever  fince  file  came  from 
Sunderland,  which  is  nineteen  years  ago.  She  lodged  in  my 
houfe  five  months  ago  :  (he  has  had  three  hufbands,  two 
of  them  are  dead,  and  the  third,  who  is  now  living,  is  a 
taylor  and  a  foldier :  fine  has  two  children,  and  has  been  a 
yery  induffrious  wife,  and  ufed  to  affifi:  her  hufband  in  bi^ 
bufinefs.  She  all  along  behaved  herfelf  like  a  civil  woman. 
No  company  came  to  her,  and  fhe  was  never  out  of  her 
lodging  after  ten  o’clock  at  night. 

RimmingtcyPs  mother  depofed  to  the  fame  effe£L 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  indi&menL 
Death, 

She  pleaded  her  belly,  but  the  jury  of  matrons  found  her 
yjot  with  quick  child.  However,  fhe  was  afterwards  reprieved| 
in  order  to  betranfportedo 
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lOHN  COOPER,  commonly  called  BLIND  COOPER® 
J  was  indidied  for  a  mifdemeanour,  in  uttering  feveral 
falfe  and  counterfeit  guineas,  well  knowing  the  lame  to  be 
falfe  and  counterfeit, 

Samuel  Briton ,  drawer  at  the  Rummer,  at  Charing-crofs, 
On  the  5th  of  laft  March,  the  prifoner  and  Harpham  (who 
was  convicted  this  afternoon)  were  drinking  at  our  houfe^ 
Jdarpham  went  away,  and  then  the  prifoner  rung  the  bell,  and 
gave  me  a  guinea  (as  I  thought  it  was)  to  change,  I  carried  it 
to  my'miftrefs  in  the  bar.  She  fcrupled  it,  as  thinking  it  looked 
too  thick  ;  but,  however,  fhe  gave  me  the  change,  which  I 
delivered  to  the  prifoner,  and  he  went  away.  Mr.  Thomp- 
fon,  the  warden  of  the  Mint,  happened  to  be  behind  the  bar 
at  the  fame  time  ;  he  defired  to  fee  the  guinea,  and,  having 
examined  it,  he  found  it  to  be  a  counterfeit.  On  the  1 6th  of 
March,  Harpham  came  again,  and  was  {hewn  into  a  room. 
He  faid  his  name  was  Thompfon.  In  a  little  time  the  prjfoner 
came,  and  enquired  for  him,  and  was  conduced  into  the 
fame  room.  A  conttable  was  fent  for,  but  before  he  came, 
Harpham  went  away,  fo  that  only  the  prifoner  was  taken  at 
that  time  ;  but  Harpham  coming  again  the  next  night,  he  was 
taken  too. 

Mr.  Crofts ,  matter  of  the  tavern.  On  Friday  the  5th  of 
March,  between  feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  I  faw  the 
drawer  deliver  the  guinea  to  my  mother,  and  it  being  {hewn 
to  Mr.  Thompfon,  he  defired  me  to  go  W’ith  him  to  Mr. 
Drummond,  a  goldfmith ;  I  went,  and  there  I  faw  it  cut  in 
two,  and  it  proved  to  be  a  counterfeit.  I  wrapt  the  two 
pieces  up  in  a  paper,  and  fet  my  feal  upon  it,  and  here  it  is. 
On  the  Tuefday  fe’nnight  Harpham  came  again,  and  was 
quickly  followed  by  the  prifoner.  Upon  which,  I  bid  the  boy 
go  and  fetch  a  tray  of  fifh  from  Hungerford-market.  My 
faying  fo,  was  a  fignal  agreed  upon  for  my  man  to  fetch  an 
officer.  Harpham  went  away  before  the  officer  came,  but 
the  prifoner  was  taken  then,  and  Harpham  coming  again  the 
fiext  evening,  he  was  taken  too. 

Mr.  Thompfon.  When  I  looked  upon  the  guinea,  I  faid,  if 
ft  was  gold,  the  Mint  mutt  at  leaft  lofe  two  {hillings  by  the 
fhkffinefs  of  it.  I  enquired  who  they  had  it  from  5  and  was 
7  ’  anfwered* 
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anfwered,  from  a  blind  man,  or  one  that  pretends  to  be  blind. 
Is  not  his  name  Cooper?  Yes.  Then  I  know  him  ;  he  has 
been  profecuted  before  now,  for  putting  off  bad  moidores.  I 
carried  the  guinea  to  Mr.  Drummond’s,  where  it  was  cut. 
It  is  made  of  bafe,  mixed  metal.  It  is  dated  1723,  and  an- 
fwers  exactly  to  one  of  the  dies  that  was  found  in  Harpham’s 
cuftody,  and  has  been  produced  in'  court. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  I  paid  the  prifoner  22  guineas  on  Mr. 
Hornbey’s  account.  The  prifoner  being  (or  pretending  to  be) 
blind,  fumbled  the  guineas  over  a  pretty  'while  out  of  one  hand 
into  the  other,  and  then  began,  to  ring  them,  and  one  of  them 
not  founding  well,  he  defired  me  to  change  it.  I  looked  on 
if,  and  told  him  I  was  fure  he  never  had  it  of  me,  for  all 
that  I  gave  him  were  old  guineas,  but  this  was  a  new  (hirting 
one,  and  dated  1724.  Perhaps,  lays  he,  it  may  be  cracked. 
Nay,  fays  I,  it  may  be  good  too  ;  for  it  looks  fair,  and  there- 
fore  I  will  take  it  ;  and  fo  I  did,  and  paid  it  away,  but  it  was 
returned  me  next  day1.  I  told  the  prifoner  of  it,  and  he  rea¬ 
dily  gave  me  two  good  half  guineas  for  it. 

Elizabeth  RuJJeL  I  have  known  the  prifoner  a  year  and  a 
half.  I  defired  him  to  give  me  filver  for  a  guinea,  which  be 
did,  after  his  houfe-keeper,  Elizabeth  Reeves,  had  looked  up¬ 
on  it,  and  told  him  it  was  good.  But  the  next  day  fire  came, 
and  faid,  {he  believed  it  was  not  good,  and  prayed  me  to 
change  it.  And  then  fhe  gave  me  a  king  George’s  guinea  ; 
but  it  was  a  king  Charles’s  guinea  that  I  gave  her  the  day 
before.  I  did  not  know  what  to  do  in  the  cafe,  hut  I  went 
to  change  it  at  Mr.  Cotton’s,  and  he  took  me  before  juftice 
Ward,  in  whole  hands  the  guinea  was  left. 

Mr.  Ruffe!.  I  was  telling  the  prifoner  that  the  guinea 
which  he  had  given  to  my  wife,  was  left  in  the  juft-ice's  hands, 
to  which  he  faid,  The  juftice  has  no  bulinefs  with  it,  go  and 
letch  it  away,,  and  I  will  give  you  eight  groats  for  it ;  for 
the  gold  upon  it  is  worth  fo  much. 

Mrs,  AbbM,.  I  faw  the  guinea  that  Mrs.  Ruftel  defired  the 
prifoner  to  give  her  filver  for ;  and  I  remember  there  was 
writ  Carolus  upon  it. 

Mr.  Cotton .  Mrs.  Ruffe!  coming  to  me  to  change  a  gui- 
He  a,..  I  fufpedted  it,  becaufe  it  looked  fo  thick.  I  carried  it 
to  Mr.  Bell  a!  y  the  goldfmith,  and  he  turned  it  up  with  a  gra»* 
ver,  and  found  it  white  within.  I  will  be  hanged,  fays  hea 
M  this  is  nor  one  of  Cooper’s  guineas. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Beilafy,  who  added,  that  he 
had  fome  time  ago  fearched  the  prifoner’s  houfe  for  falfe  moi¬ 
dores.  The  guinea  was  produced  in  court,  and  compared 
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with  that  which  was  cut.  They  were  exactly  alike,  there 
was  a  flaw  in  the  laft  figure  of  the  date,  1 723,  and  the  like 
flaw  was  in  the  die  produced  at  Harpham’s  trial. 

Mr.  Newman ,  The  prifoner’s  boy,  who  leads  him,  brought 
me  half  a  guinea  to  change,  I  miftrufted  it,  and  putting  It 
between  my  teeth,  it  broke.  I  carried  it  to  Mr.  Bellafy,  who 
faid  it  was  not  good,  for  it  was  made  of  fpelter.  I  -fent  it 
back  to  the  priloner,  who  came  to  me  two  days  afterwards 
with  a  broken  half  guinea  (I  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
the  fame  or  no)  and  faid,  he  had  been  at  the  Tower,  and 
had  an  aflay  made  of  it,  and  found  it  was  good. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  the  court  fentenced' 
him  to  pay  a  fine  of  100L  and  fuffer  twelve  months  impri- 
fonment. 


JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies,  May,  1725. 

ON  Monday,  February  15,  1724-5,  Jonathan  Wild  was 
apprehended  at  his  own  houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  high  conftabie  of  Holborn  divilion,  and 
carried  before  Sir  John  Fryer,  Bart,  who,  being  indif- 
pofed,  fat  up  in  his  bed  to  examine  him.  He  was  charged 

upon  oath  with  afflfting  one  - - Johnfon,  a  highwayman, 

to  make  his  efcape  from  a  conffable  at  Bow,  near  Stratford, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  was  thereupon  committed  tQ 
Newgate. 

The  feflions  at  the  Old-Bailey  beginning  on  Wednefday 
the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  he  that  day  entered  his  prayer 
to  be  tried  that  feflions,  or  bailed,  or  difeharged.  But,  on  the 
Friday  following  (if  f  do  not  miftake)  there  came  down  a 
warrant  of  detainer,  which  was  produced  in  court,  with  feve- 
ral  informations  upon  oath  to  the  following  efredt. 

I.  That  for  many  years  paB;  he  had  been  a  confederate  with 
great  numbers  of  highwaymen,  pick-pockets,  houfe-breakers, 
fliop-lifters,  and  other  thieves. 

II.  That  he  had  formed  a  kind  of  corporation  of  thieves, 
of  which  he  was  the  head  or  diredfor,  and  that  notwithftand- 
ing  his  pretended  fervices,  in  detecting  and  profecuting  offend¬ 
ers,  he  procured  fuch  only  to  be  hanged  as  concealed  their 
booty,  or  refufed  to  fhare  it  with  him. 


III.  That 
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III,  That  he  had  divided  the  town  and  country  into  fo  r hit* 
my  diftridls,  arid  appointed  diftinet  gangs  for  each,  who  regu¬ 
larly  accounted  with  him  for  their  robberies.  That  he  had 
alfo  a  particular  fet  to  fteal  at  churches  in  time  of  divine  fe r- 
vice :  and  likewife  other  moving  detachments  to  attend  at 
court,  on  birth-days,  balls,  &c.  and  at  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  circuits,  and  country  fairs. 

IT.  That  the  perfons  employed  by  him  were  for  the  mod 
part  felons  convidl,  who  had  returned  from  tranfportation  be¬ 
fore  the  time  for  which  they  were  tranfported  was  expired  ; 
and  that  he  had  made  choice  of  them  to  be  his  agents,  becaufe 
they  could  not  be  legal  evidences  againft  him,  and  becaufe  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  take  from  them  what  part  of  the  ftolen 
goods  he  thought  lit,  and  otherwife  life  them  ill,  or  hang  them 
as  he  pleafed. 

Vi  That  he  had  from  time  to  time  fupplied  fuch  convidled 
felons  with  mon  y  and  cloaths,  and  lodged  them  in  his  own 
lioufe,  the  better  to  conceal  them  ;  particularly  fome,  againft 
whom  there  are  now  informations  for  counterfeiting  and  dimi- 
niftting  broad  pieces  and  guineas. 

VI.  That  he  had  not  only  been  a  receiver  of  ftolen  goods, 
as  well  as  of  writings  of  all  kinds,  for  near  15  years  paft,  but 
had  frequently  been  a  confederate,  and  robbed  along  with  the 
above-mentioned  conv idled  felons. 

VII.  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  thefe  vile  pradlices,  to  gala 
fome  credit  with  the  ignorant  multitude,  he  ufually  carried  a 
fliort  fiver  ilaff,  as  a  bodge  of  authority  from  the  government, 
which  he  ufed  to  produce,  when  he  himfelf  was  concerned  in 
robbing. 

VIII.  That  he  had,  under  his  care  and  diredlion,  feveral 
warehoufes  for  receiving  and  concealing  ftolen  goods ;  and  alfo 
a  Chip  for  carrying  off  jewels,  watches,  and  other  valuable 
goods,  to  Holland,  where  he  had  a  fuperannuated  thief  for  his 
facdor. 

IX.  That  fee  kept  in  pay  feveral  artifts  to  make  alterations, 
and  transform  watches,  feals,  fnufF- boxes,  rings,  and  other 
valuable  things,  that  they  might  not  be  known,  feveral  of 
which  he  ufed  to  prefent  to  fuch  perfons,  as  he  thought  might 
be  of  fervice  to  him. 

X.  That  he  feldom  or  never  helped  the  owners  to  the  notes 
and  papers  they  had  loft,  unlefs  he  found  them  able  exadtly  to 
fpecify  and  defcribe  them,  and  then  often  infilled  on  more 
than  half  their  value. 

XL  And  laftly,  It  appears  that  he  has  often  fold  human 
blood,  by  procuring  falfe  evidence  to  fwear  perfons  into  fadts  • 

they 
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they  were  not  guilty  of ;  fometimes  to  prevent  them  from 
being  evidences  againft  himfelf,  and  at  other  times  for  the 
lake  of  the  great  reward  given  by  the  government. 

Befides  thefe  informations,  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Jones  was 
read  in  court,  importing,  that  there  were  two  perfons  who 
offered  to  charge  Wild  with  crimes  of  a  capital  nature. 

I  think  thefe  two  perfons  were  John  Follard,  and  Thomas 
Butler. 

Follard  was,  in  April,  1725,  indidted  for  privately  dealing 
from  Robert  Hall,  a  bank  note  for  56!.  December  23,  1724. 
He  was  a  fecond  time  indidted  for  ftealing  a  gold  watch  and 
chain,  value  25I.  from  a  perfon  unknown,  Feb.  t,  5724-5. 
To  both  thefe  indictments  he  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  fame 
day  pleaded  to  his  majefty’s  pardon. 

Butler  had  been  lately  committed  for  preaching  the  parfon, 
alias  the  paffing  lay.  He  likewife  obtained  the  king’s  pardon, 
and  pleaded  to  it  the  fame  day. 

It  was  expected  that  thefe  two  would  afterwards  have  been 
evidences  againft  Jonathan  Wild,  but  he  faved  them  that 
trouble  by  committing  a  felony,  while  he  was  a  prifoner  in 
Newgate,  as  we  (ball  foon  fee. 

On  Saturday  the  10th  of  April  (the  left  day  of  the  feffions) 
he  moved  by  council,  that  his  trial  might  be  deferred  till  the 
next  feffions  ;  and  an  affidavit  made  by  himfelf  was  read  in 
court,  the  purport  of  which  was,  That  the  laft  night  he  was 
accidentally  informed,  that  the  grand  jury  had  found  a  bill 
againft  him  for  felony,  but  he  knew  not  what  felony,  fince 
which  he  had  not  had  time  fufficient  to  procure  his  witneffes, 
without  whom  he  was  unable  to  make  his  defence ;  one  of 
them  living  near  Brentford,  and  another  in  Somerfetfhire. 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by  the  council  for  the  crown. 
They  urged,  that,  as  he  was  in  cuftody,  he  could  not  but 
expedl  his  tri.  l  to  come  on  at  the  enfuing  feffions,  and  there¬ 
fore  ought  to  have  been  prepared  for  it :  That,  if  the  fingle 
affidavit  of  a  prifoner  in  fuch  a  cafe  might  pafs,  no  body  would 
want  excufes,  and  any  trial  hereafter  might  be  put  off  by  the 
fame  rule.  That  he  had  not  fo  much  as  named  his  witneffes  5 
and  though  he  fays  in  his  affidavit,  that  he  knows  not  what  he 
is  indidted  for,  yet  he  fwears  that  thefe  are  material  witr 
fieffes. 

The  prifoner  then  faid,  that  the  names  of  the  witneffes 

Were - Hays,  at  the  Pack-horfe  at  Turnham  green,  and 

- Wilfon,  a  clothier  in  Froom ;  and  that,  tho’  he  did  not 

know  particularly  what  he  was  indicted  for,  yet  he  had  heard 
fhat  it  was  fomething  about  one  — * —  Stetham.  And  his 
8  0  0  council 
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council  moved,  that  the  names  might  be  put  into  the  affrda* 
vit,  and  that  he  might  fwear  it  over  again. 

The  council  for  the  king  returned.  That  juft  ice  would  ne¬ 
ver  be  denied  him,  but  he  Food  entitled  to  no  favours ;  and 
that  they  were  not  fure,  that  the  two  perfons  who  had  plead¬ 
ed  to  their  pardons,  would  be  to  be  found  at  the  next  feffions. 

Some  gentlemen  upon  the  bench  appearing  willing  that  the 
prifoner  (hould  be  allowed  time  till  the  following  feftions,  to 
prepare  for  his  defence,  the  court  told  him*  they  had  no  more 
to  fay  to  him.  He  bowed,  and  anfwered,  I  thank  your  lord- 
fhip,  and  am  very  glad  of  it. 

Follard  and  Butler  were  bound  each  in  a  recognizance  of 
500I.  to  appear  at  the  next  feftlons. 

On  Saturday  Mnniing ,  May  15,  1725, 

"Jonathan  Wald  was  indicled  for  privately  dealing  in  the 
fhep  of  Catherine  Stetham,  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Andrew,  Hol- 
born,  50  yards  of  lace,  value  40I.  the  goods  of  Catherine  Ste- 
tbaoi,  January  22,  1724*5. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed,  for  that  whereas  50  yards 
of  lace,  value  40I.  Was  privately  ftolen  in  the  ill  op  of  Cathe¬ 
rine  Stetham,  by  perfons  unknown  to  the  jurors,  on  the  22d 
of  January*  1724*5,  he,  the  Laid  Jonathan  Wild  afterwards, 
that  is  to  fay,  on  the  icth  of  March,  in  the  fame  year,  felo- 
nioufiy  did  receive  of  theTaid  Catherine,  ten  guineas  on  ac¬ 
count,  and  under  colour  of  helping  her  to  the  laid  lace  again* 
tmd  did  not  then,  or  at  any  time  finee,  discover,  apprehend, 
or  caufe  to  be  apprehended,  and  profecute  the  ielon  who  ft  ol  e 
the  faid  lace. 

The  prifoner,  in  the  morning  before  bis  trial  came  on,  dif- 
per feu  among  the  jurymen,  and  feveral  others  who  were  then 
walking  on  the  leads  before  the  court,  a  confiderable  number 
of  printed  papers  i  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

46  A  lift  of  the  perfons  difeovered,  apprehended,  and  con¬ 
victed  of  leveral  robberies  on  the  highway  ;  and  alfo  for  bur¬ 
glaries  and  houfe-breakings  $  and  alfo  the  feveral  perfons  here¬ 
under  named,  for  returning  from  transportation,  by  Jonathan 
Wild,  as  foljoweth  :  _ 

Robbing  on  the  Highway  35. 

4  4  Mdtvar'd  StpemeY  and  Jofiph  Hutton ,  for  aflaulting* 
wounding  and  robbing  two  perfons  near  Fleet-bridge,  the  time 
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of  the  hard-froft.  The  father  and  fon,  named  Hutchins,  a 
gunfinith,  in  the  Minories. 

44  William  White,  Thomas  Thurland,  Timothy  Dun, 
and  Darvill,  alias  Chapman,  for  afTaulting  Thomas  Middle- 
thwaite,  Efq;  on  the  highway,  with  an  intent  to  rob  him  ; 
find  afterwards  afTaulting’  and  murdering  Mrs.  Knapp,  and 
robbing  her  fon,  and  feveral  other  robberies. 

44  Footman,  alias  Goodman,  and  Thomas  Smith,  for 
robbing  'Squire  Wetherington  upon  Epping-Foreft,  of  his 
watch,  money,  and  horfe. 

“  Henry  Checkley,  for  robbing  a  gentleman  living  at 
Oxford,  at  a  bookfellei’s,  in  an  alley  by  St.  Paul’s  Church- 
Yard,  leading  to  Pater-Nofter-Row,  of  his  watch  and 
pocket-boo::,  wherein  was  a  bank-note  of  a  confiderable  va¬ 
lue. 

4  4  John  Holmar,  and  James  Wilfoti,  for  robbing  a  failor 
of  eleven  guineas  and  a  half,  in  Warwick-Lane. 

44  John  Wialey,  and  James  Reading,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Conyers,  in  lilington,  of  a  filver- watch,  a  filver  pair  of 
fpurs,  and  fome  money. 

44  John  Dykes,  for  robbing  William  Smith,  in  Stepney- 
1  ieids,  of  a  filver  watch,  a  filver  pair  of  buckles,  coat,  hat, 
wig,  and  fome  money. 

44  John  Eaton,  and  Thomas  Piggot,  for  robbing  Elizabeth 
Knowles,  of  goods  to  the  value  of  eleven  pounds. 

44  William  Williams,  and  John  Thomas,  for  robbing 
Richard  Arnold  on  the  high- way,  a  baker,  in  Spittle- 
Fields. 

44  Thomas  James,  for  robbing  Mr.  Maud,  a  druggifl,  in 
the  Strand,  of  fome  money  and  a  ring. 

44  Thomas  Sinnament,  and  William  Colthurft,  for  rob¬ 
bing  Mr.  Hear],  and  others,  on  Hounilow- Heath. 

44  Butler  Fox,  for  robbing  Sir  Edward  Lawrence. 

44  James  Shaw,  alias  Smith,  alias  Thompfon,  for  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Potts,  receiver  of  the  window-ligh  s,  taken 
by  others  for  robbing,  but  convi&ed  by  me  for  the  mur¬ 
der. 


44  Jeremiah  Rann,  for  afTaulting  and  robbing  a  clock- 
maker’s  fervant  of  a  clock,  who  lives  in  Lombard-Street. 

“  James  Lincoln,  and  Robert  WiB  infon,  for  robbing  anti 
killing  a  penfioner,  near  Buckingham  Wall. 

44  John  Levee,  and  Matthew  Flood,  for  robbing  ’Squire 
Yo;  mg,  and  Col.  Cope,  on  the  Hampfte^d-Road. 

44  Richard  Oakey,  for-  robbing  Mr.  Betts,  a  carpenter, 
near  Fig- lane. 

O  o  2  *  James 


O  o  2 
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4C  James  Butler,  and  William  Duce,  the  profecutor  found1 
out  by  me,  for  affaulting  and  robbing  Mr.  Holms,  a  fchooL 
mailer  of  Chelfea,  and  at  the  fame  time  attacked  my  Lady 
Chidley’s  coach,  but  came  off  with  the  lofs  of  one  of  their 
comrades,  whofe  name  was  Rice.  s 

44  Humphrey  Angier,  for  robbing  Martin  Lewin,  late  city- 
marfbal,  near  Highgate. 

44  John  Herington,  for  robbing  Dr.  Vafey,  in  Leiceffer- 
Fields. 

44  Edward  Joice,  for  robbing  a  gentlewoman  by  Exchange- 
Alley,  who  lives  in  Mug-welhftreet. 

Houfe-breahlngy  22. 

44  William  Rigelfden,  and  Elizabeth  Shirley,  for  break¬ 
ing  into  a  dwelling  houfe,  adjoining  to  the  Banqueting* 
Houfe,  White-Hallj  and  from  thence  breaking  into  the 
Banqueting-Houfe,  and  ftole  from  the  communion-table  a 
filver  candleftick. 

44  William  Hofkins,  and  John  Parrot,  for  robbing  the 
(hop  of  Mr.  Downes,  a  hofier,  the  corner  of  Northumberland- 
Court  in  the  Strand,  of  filk  hofe,  and  other  things  to  a  great 
value  ;  and  alfo  for  robbing  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich's  houfe  of 
goods  to  a  great  value. 

44  John  Fairbone,  for  robbing  a  brew-houfe,  near  Brick- 
Lane,  in  White-ChappeJ,  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 

44  John  Allen,  and  John  Chance,  for  robbing  a  gentleman's 
houfe,  near  Hammerfmith  parifh,  of  goods  and  wearing  ap¬ 
parel  to  a  great  value. 

44  Robert  Evans,  and  John  Latherington,  for  breaking  the 
houfe  of  Major  Harding,  and  feveral  of  his  neighbours,  in 
htrutton-Grounds,  Weftminfter,  of  divers  goods  of  great  value, 

44  Samuel  Weft,  for  robbing!  Mr.  Gumbleton’s  houfe 
near  the  New-Exchange  in  the  Strand,  of  plate,  and  other 
goods  of  great  value. 

44  Samuel  Davis,  and  Thomas  Draper,  for  robbing  a 
linnen-draper’s  (hop  in  Alderfgate-flreet,  of  feveral  parcels  ot 
goods. 

44  Henry  Browne,  for  robbing  Mr.  Lambe’s,  near  Hack* 
ney,  and  feveral  others  in  the  fame  parifh,  of  goods  to  a  great 
value. 

44  John  Harris,  for  robbing  the  houfe  of  Wm.  Taylor,  and  fe¬ 
veral  other  houfes  in  Shoreditcffparifh,  of  goods  to  a  great  value. 

John  Wheeler,  for  robbing  Mr.  Clay’s  houfe  at  Eagam, 
©f  goods  to  a  great  value. 
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iC  James  Harvey,  and  a  perfon  called  Cock-eyed  Jack, 
for  robbing  a  weaver’s  houfe  in  the  park,  Southwark,  of 
goods  to  a  great  value. 

44  Arnold  Powell,  for  robbing  a  glafs-grinder’s  houfe  near 
Fleet-Bridge,  of  goods  to  a  great  value. 

44  Thomas  Eades,  and  Thomas  Wynne,  for  breaking  the 
houfe  of  a  fhoemaker,  near  the  old  Mint,  in  Southwark, 
and  taking  goods  to  a  great  value. 

“  John  Sheppard,  and  Jofeph  Blake,  for  breaking  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Kneebone,  a  woollen-draper  near  the  New- 
Church  in  the  Strand,  and  robbing  the  fame  of  goods  to  a 
great  value. 

Returning  frcm  ! Tranfportation ,  io. 

James  Filewood,  alias  Violet,  William  Bond,  Charles 
Hinchman,  Samuel  Whittle,  Martin  Gray,  William  Holaday, 
Robert  Godfrey,  alias  Perkins,  Old  Harry,  alias  Henry  Wil¬ 
liams,  Henry  Woodford,  John  Meffe. 

“  The  nine  perfons  under-written,  taken  by  the  faid  Jo¬ 
nathan  Wild,  for  returning  from  tranfportation,  have  re¬ 
ceived  mercy,  and  have  been  tranfported  again.  John 
Mafon,  Edward  Catornes,  Sarah  Wells,  William  Smith, 
John  Hall,  Thomas  Stanton,  James  Dalton,  Mary  King, 
and  John  Jones. 

44  Note,  feveral  others  have  been  alfo  convi£led  for  the 
like  crimes,  but  remembering  not  the  perfons  names  who 
have  been  robbed,  I  omit  the  criminals  names. 

44  Pleafe  to  obferve,  that  feveral  others  have  been  alfo 
convi&ed  for  (hop-lifting,  picking  of  pocket^,  See,  by  the 
female  fex,  which  are  capital  crimes,  and  which  are  too  te¬ 
dious  to  be  inferted  here,  and  the  profecutors  not  willing  to 
be  expofed. 

“  In  regard  therefore  of  the  numbers  above  convi&ed, 
fome  that  have  yet  efcaped  juftice,  are  endeavouring  to  take 
away  the  life  of  the  faid 

JONATHAN  WILD/’ 

The  jury  having  taken  their  feats,  and  the  prifoner  be¬ 
ing  brought  to  the  bar,  the  council  for  the  king  took  no¬ 
tice  of  the  prifoner’s  extraordinary  proceedings,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  above-mentioned  papers:  that  fuch  practices 
were  unwarrantable,  and  not  to  be  fuffered  in  any  court 
of  juftice  :  this  was  apparently  intended  to  take  off  the 
credit  of  the  king’s  witneffes,  and  prepoffefs  and  in- 

»  fiitence 
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fluence  the  jury.  Though,  as  he  helieveii  them  to  he  men 
of  integrity,  h©  was  under  no  apprehensions  that  it  would 
have  fuch  efteeft  but  that  they  would  give  a  confcieniious 
Verdi#  according  to  evidence  :  and  that  whatever  the  pri- 
foner  might  hope  for,  from  fuch  indirect  management* 
it  was  far  from  making  his  caufe  appear  in  a  more  favour¬ 
able  light.  That  it  was  impoffible,  but  that  a  man  who 
had  trained  up,  and  eredted  a  corporation  of  thieves  ;  a 
man  who  had  carried  on  a  trade  of  felony  for  fo  many 
years,  and  made  it  his  conftant  known  practice  to  procure 
goods  that  had  been  loft  in  any  part  of  the  town,  mufi 
have  had  it  in  his  power  to  detecS  thofe  felons  he  was 
concerned  with  :  and  yet,  that  there  was  good  reafon  to 
believe,  that,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  public  juftice,  he  had 
intimidated  many  from  reformation,  and  prevented  them 
from  making  fuch  difeoveries,  as  might  have  been  of  public 
advantage.  That  if  a  ftridi  enquiry  was  to  be  made  after  the 
motives  of  his  apprehending  and  convicting  thofe  criminals, 
framed  in  his  lift,  we  might  find  they  were  private  intereft, 
old  grudges,  or  frefti  quarrels,  and  not  the  leaft  regard  to 
juftice,  and  the  good  of  his  country. 

The  prifoner  prayed  that  the  wkneftes  againft  him  might 
examined  a-p^rt;  which  the  court  granted. 

Firjl.  Indictment  for  Jl eating  Lace. 

Henry  Kelly  On  Friday  the  22d  of  January  ]aft,  I 
went  to  vifit  Mrs.  Johnfton,  who  then  lived  at  the  prifoneTs 
houfe.  Her  hufband  brought  me  over  from  Ireland.  I  found 
her  at  home,  and  we  drank  a  quartern  of  gin  together.  By 
and  by  in  comes  Peg  Murphey,  wdth  a  pair  of  brocaded  Shoes 
and  clogs,  and  makes  a  prefent  of  them  to  Madam  Wild,  the 
^ri (oner’s  wifi.  The  prifoner  was  in  company  with  us  at  the 
fame  time,  and  when  we  had  drank  two  or  three  quarterns 
more,  Murphey  and  I  got  up  to  go  away  together.  He 
afked  us  which  way  we  were  going  ;  I  Said,  to  my  lodging  at 
the  Seven -Dials.  I  funpofe,  fays  he,  you  go  along  Hoi- 
born  ;  we  anfwered,  yes,  Why  then,  fays  he,  I  will  tell 
you  what  — There  is  an  old  blind  b  h,  that  keeps  a  (hop 
within  twenty  yards  of  Hclborn-bridge,  and  fells  fine  Flan¬ 
ders  lace,  and  her  daughter  is  as  blind  as  herfelf :  now,  if 

*  He  was  con-rtfed  in  July,  >724,  pf  \mering  a  gilt  king  Edward's  Gul¬ 
ling,  tip/  a  bro^d  piece. 

you 


JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies.  295 

you  will  take  the  trouble  of  calling  upon  her,  you  may  fpeak 
with  a  box  of  lace:  I  will  go  along  with  you,  and  fhew  you 
the  door. 

Court,  What  do  you  underhand  by  fpeaking  with  a  box  of 
lace  ?  ) 

Kelly.  To  fpeak  with  a  thing,  is  to  Heal  it.  So  wc 
agreed,  and  the  prifoner,  and  I,  and  Murphey,  went  to¬ 
gether,  till  we  came  within  light  of  the  fhop,  and  then  he 
pointed,  and  Hie  wed  us  which  it  was,  and,  fays  he,  Do  you 
go,  and  I  will  wait  here,  and  bring  ye  off,  if  any  difturbance 
fhould  happen.  Murphey  and  1  went  in,  and  turned  over 
feveral  parcels  of  lace,  but  could  not  find  that  which  would 
pleafe  us  ;  for  it  was  our  bufinefs  to  be  mighty  nice  and  dif¬ 
ficult  :  this  piece  was  too  broad,  and  that  was  too  narrow, 
and  the  other  not  fine  enough.  At  laft  the  old  woman 
ftepped  up  flairs  to  fetch  another  piece,  and  in  the  mean 
time  I  took  a  tin-box  of  lace,  and  gave  it  to  Murphey,  who 
put  it  under  her  cloak.  The  old  woman  came  down  again 
with  another  box,  and  fbewed  us  leveral  more  pieces  ;  but 
we  could  not  agree  about  the  price,  and  fo  we  came  away, 
and  found  the  prifoner  where  we  had  left  him,  and  told  him 
we  had  fpoke.  We  all  Went  back  to  his  houfe,  where  we 
opened  the  box,  and  found  eleven  pieces  in  it.  He  afked  us, 
it  we  would  have  ready  money,  or  flay  till  an  advertifement 
came  out  ?  Stock  was  pretty  low  with  us  at  that  time,  and  fo 
we  chofe  ready  money,  and  he  gave  us  three  guineas,  and 
four  broad  pieces.  I  cannot  afford  to  give  any  more,  fays  he, 
for  fhe  is  a  hard-mouthed  old  b — h,  and  I  fhall  never  get 
above  ten  guineas  out  of  her.  I  took  the  three  guineas  and  a 
crown  for  my  own  fhare,  and  Murphey  had  the  reft.  I 
was  taken  up  by  mems  of  Butler,  and  fo  I  made  my  in- 
far  mat  ion. 

Margaret  Murphey  *  I  have  known  the  prifoner  three 
years.  On  the  22d  of  January  laft,  about  two  o’clock 
jn  the  afternoon,  I  went  to  his  houfe  to  prefent  his  wife 
with  a  rich  pair  of  fiaoes  an-d  clogs,  and  there  I  found  Kelly 
and  Johnfton  with  the  prifoner  and  his  wife.  They  were 
drinking  Hollands  geneva,  and  I  fat  down  and  drank  with 
them.  When  I  had  ff aid  about  an  hour,  Kelly  and  I  got  up  to 
go  away  together.  The  prifoner  enquired  whither  we  were 
going?  Wt  told  him  to  the  Seven-Dials.  Then,  fays  he, 
there  is  an  old  blind  b— — h,  that  keeps  a  lace-fhop  hard  by 

*  She  was  harged  March  27,  ijiS,  for  fttaling  a  Giver  CaJt,  and  a  Giver 
tea.  pot. 

Holborn 
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Holborn-bridge,  and  die  has  got  a  daughter  as  blind  as  herfelf, 
fo  that  if  you  will  call  there,  you  may  eafily  fpeak  witl/ a  box 
or  two  of  lace.  I  will  go  with  you,  and  fhew  you  the  door, 
and  then  wait  at  a  little  didance  to  bring  ye  off,  if  any  thing 
fhouid  happen.  So  we  all  went.  He  (hewed  us  the  (hop, 
we  left  him,  and  (lepped  in.  The  old  woman  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter  were  both  there.  W e  cheapened  fome  lace,  and  turned 
over  feveral  i  arcels,  but  were  fo  difficult,  that  none  we  faw 
would  pleafe  us.  At  lad  the  old  gentlewoman  went  up  (lairs 
for  another  parcel,  and  left  only  the  daughter  and  us  in  the 
fhop  :  the  daughter  turning  her  head  afide,  Kelly  took  a  tin- 
box  of  lace,  which  at  fird  he  put  under  the  fkirt  of  his  coat, 
and  then  handed  it  to  me.  The  old  woman  came  down,  and 
(hewed  us  another  parcel.  We  pitched  upon  a  piece,  and 
ihe  afked,  I  think  it  was  five  (hillings  a  yard,  we  bid  her  four. 
She  would  not  take  it,  and  fo  we  came  away,  and  found  the 
prifoner  where  we  had  left  him,  and  told  him  what  fuceefs  we 
had  met  with.  We  all  went  back  to  his  houfe,  He  took  us 
up  dairs,  where  we  opened  the  box,  and  found  eleven  pieces 
of  lace  in  it.  He  afked  us,  if  we  would  have  the  Cole,  that 
is,  the  money  then,  or  day  to  fee  what  reward  would  be  of¬ 
fered  in  an  advertifement.  We  chofe  ready  money,  and  fo 
he  gave  us  three  guineas  and  four  broad  pieces.  I  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  give  any  more,  fays  he,  for,  though  I  have  got  fome 
influence  over  her,  by  helping  her  to  goods  two  or  three  times 
before,  yet  I  know  her  to  be  fuch  a  dingy  old  b?—  -h,  that  I 
(hall  not  get  above  ten  guineas  out  of  her. 

Catherine  Stetham ,  the  elder.  On  the  %  2d  of  January, 
between  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  a  man  and  a  wo¬ 
man  came  into  my  (hop,  on  pretence  ©f  buying  fome  lace 
for  docks.  I  (hewed  them  two  or  three  parcels,  but  they 
were  fo  difficult,  that  nothing  I  had  below  would  pleafe  them: 
and  fo,  leaving  my  daughter  in  the  (hop,  I  depped  up  dairs 
and  broughtTown  another  box.  Well,  that  would  do,  but 
what  was  the  price  ?  I  afked  them  fix  (hillincs  a  yard.  No, 
they  would  give  me  four.  I  told  them  I  could  not  take  it,  and 
fo  they  went  out ;  and  in  about  three  hours  afterwards  I  milled 
a  tin-box  of  lace,  which  I  valued  at  fifty  pounds. 

Here  the  prifoner’s  council,  who  attended  to  fpeak  to 
any  point  that  fhouid  arife,  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that 
according  to  the  evidence  given  againd  the  prifoner,  he 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  which  they  fubmitted  to  the 
court,  be  guilty  of  this  indictment,  becaufe  the  indictment 
fets  forth,  that  he  did  privately  deal  the  lace  in  the  (hop ; 
when  it  was  certain,  that  he  did  not  enter  the  £hop.  That 
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he  might  be  guilty  of  a  fingle  felony,  in  being  acceffary  be¬ 
fore  the  fa£t,  or  in  receiving  the  goods  afterwards,  know¬ 
ing  them  to  have  been  flolen  ;  but  could  not,  as  they  appro-* 
hended,  be  guilty  of  the  capital  offence,  except,  as  the  a 65 
directs,  it  had  been  inferted  in  the  indictment,  that  he  did 
affift,  command,  or  hire. 

The  court,  in  fumming  up  the  evidence,  obferved  to  the 
jury,  thit  in  other  cafes,  as  in  robberies  and  burglaries,  ail 
acceffary  before  the  facPc,  is  a  principal.  He  that  ftands  by, 
or  watches  at  a  diftance,  being  as  guilty,  and  as  liable  to  the 
fame  punifhment,  as  the  very  perfon  who  enters  the  houfe,  or 
fteals  the  money  or  goods  ;  but  as  it  was  not  remembered, 
that  there  had  yet  been  any  precedent  of  the  like  conflruCtion, 
being  put  upon  indictments  of  this  nature,  it  remained  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt,  and  therefore  in  fuch  a  cafe,  it  was  mofl  ele- 
gible  to  incline  to  the  fide  of  mercy. 


*The  fecond  Indictment.  For  taking  Money  on  Pretence  of  re- 
flaring  the  jhlen  Goods ,  and  not  profecuting  the  Felon. 

The  council  for  the  king  having  opened  the  indictment,  and 
the  evidence  againft  the  prifoner,  the  court  ordered  the 
clerk  to  read  the  following  claufe  of  an  act  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  his  late  majefty  king  George  I.  on  which  the  indict¬ 
ment  was  founded. 

Clerk  reads.  Ci  And  whereas,  there  are  divers  perfons 
who  have  fecret  acquaintance  with  felons,  and  who  make  it 
their  bufinefs  to  help  perfons  to  their  flolen  goods,  and  by  that 
means  gain  momy  from  them,  which  is  divided  between  them 
and  the  felons,  whereby  they  greatly  encourage  fuch  offen¬ 
ders.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  wherever 
any  perfon  taketh  money  or  reward,  directly,  or  indirectly, 
under  pretence,  or  upon  account  of  helping  any  perfon  or 
perfons  to  any  flolen  goods  or  chattels,  every  fuch  perfon  fo 
taking  money  or  reward  as  aforefaid,  unlefs  fuch  perfon  do 
apprehend,  or  caufe  to  be  apprebennded,  fuch  felon,  who  flole 
the  fame,  and  give  evidence  againft  him,  fhall  be  guilty  of 
felony,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  felony  committed  in 
ftealing  fuch  goods,  and  in  fuch  and  the  fame  manner,  as  if 
fuch  offender  had  flolen  fuch  goods  and  chattels,  in  the 
manner,  and  with  fuch  circumflances  as  the  fame  were 
flolen.” 

Catherine  Stetham ,  the  elder.  On  the  22d  of  January 
iafl,  in  the  afternoon,  a  box  of  lace,  which  1  valued  at  fifty 
pounds,  was  flolen  out  of  my  {hop.  I  went  the  fame 
8  F  p  night 
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night  to  tbs  prifoner’s  houfe  to  enquire  after  it,  but  not 
finding  him  at  home,  I  advertifed  the  lace  I  had  loft,  with 
a  reward  of  fifteen  guineas,  and  no  queftions  to  be  afked. 
But  hearing  no  news  of  it,  1  went  to  the  prifoner’s  houfe 
again,  and  then  I  met  with  him.  He  defired  me  to  give  him 
a  defcription  of  the  perfons  I  fufpedfed,  which  1  did  as  well  as 
I  could,.  Upon  this  he  promifed  to  make  enquiry,  and  bid 
me  call  again  in  two  or  three  days;  I  did  fo,  and  then  he  Laid 
he  had  heard  fomething  of  my  lace,  and  expended  to  hear 
more  in  a  little  time.  While  we  were  talking,  a  man^  came 
in,  and  faid,  that  by  what  he  had  learned,  he  believed  that 
One  Kelley,  who  had  been  tried  for  putting  off  gilded  {hil¬ 
lings,  was  concerned  in  dealing  the  lace.  I  went  away,  and 
came  again  on  that  day  the  prifoner  was  apprehended  :  I 
think  it  was  the  15th  of  February,  I  told  him,  that  though 
I  had  advertifed  but  fifteen  guineas  reward,  I  would  give 
twenty,  or  five  and  twenty,  rather  than  not  have  my  lace 
again.  Don't  be  in  fuch  a  hurry,  good  woman,  fays  he, 
perhaps  I  may  help  you  to  it  for  lefs,  and  if  I  can  I  will. 
T  he  perfons  that  have  your  lace  are  gone  out  of  town  :  I 
(hall  fet  them  a  quarrelling  about  it,  and  then  I  (hall  get  it  the 
cheaper.  On  the  10th  of  March  he  fcnt  me  word  that 
if  I  would  come  to  him  in  Newgate,  and  bring  ten  gui¬ 
neas  in  my  pocket,  he  could  help  me  to  my  lace. - -  [ 

went,  he  defired  me  to  call  a  porter,  but  I  telling  him  I 
knew  not  where  to  find  one,  he  fent  out  a  perfon  who 
brought  a  man  that  appeared  to  be  a  ticket-porter.  The 
prifoner  gave  me  a  letter,  which  he  faid  .  was  fent  to  him, 
as  a  direction  where  to  go  for  the  lace  ;  but  as  I  could 
not  read,  I  delivered  it  to  the  porter  ;  after  which  the  pri¬ 
foner  bid  me  give  the  porter  ten  guineas,  or  elfe,  he  faid, 
the  perfons,  who  had  the  lace,  would  not  deliver  it.  I 
gave  he  porter  the  money,  and  he  went  away,  and  in  a 
little  while  returned  with  a  box  fealed  up,  but  it  was  not  the 
fame  that  I  had  loft.  X  opened  it,  and  found  all  my  lace, 
except  one  piece.  Now,  Mr.  Wild,  fays  I,  what  muft  I 
give  you  for  your  trouble  ?  Not  a  farthing,  Madam,  fays  he* 
not  a  fingle  farthing  ;  I  don’t  do  thefe  things  for  worldly  in 
tereft,  but  for  the  benefit  of  poor  people  who  have  met  with 
misfortunes.  As  for  the  piece  of  lace  that  is  miffing,  I  would 
not  have  you  be  uneafy,  for  I  hope  to  tret  it  for  you  e’er  it  be 
long  ;  nay,  and  i  don’t  know,  but  in  a  little  time,  I  may 
not  only  help  you  to  your  ten  guineas  again,  but  to  the  thief 
too  :  and  if  1  can,  much  good  may  do  you  ;  and  as  you  are 
a  widow,  and  a  good  chriftian,  i  defire  nothing  of  you  but 

your 
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prayers,  and  for  them  I  {hall  be  thankful.  1  have  a  great 
many  enemies,  and  God  knows  what  may  be  the  confequence 
of  this  imprifonment. 

Pr  if  oner.  I  hope  the  court  will  confider  the  fervice  I  have 
done,  in  convicting  a  great  number  of  criminals.  I  beg  that 
Murphey  and  Kelley  may  be  called  in  again,  that  I  may  afk 
them  a  queftion  or  two. 

Court .  Let  them  come  in.  hjow  what  is  your  quef- 
tion  ? 

Prifoner.  Mrs.  Murphey,  I  defire  to  know - 

Court .  You  mutt  not  propcfe  your  queftion  to  the  vvitnefs, 
hut  to  the  court;  and  if  your  queftion  is  proper,  the  court 
will  require  the  witnefs  toanfwer  it. 

Prijoner .  I  beg  your  lordfhip  will  afk  her  who  ftole  the 
lace?  - 

Court.  That  is  not  a  proper  queft.ion,,  for  as  fhe  is  upon 
oath,  we  cannot  require  her  to  anfwer  any  queftions  to  ac- 
cufe  berfelf. 

Prijoner.  She  fwore  upon  the  fir  ft  indictment,  that  * - - 

Court.  Whatever  (he  fwore  upon  that  trial,  we  cannot 
take  notice  of  it  upon  this,  except  fhe  was  now  to  fwear  it 
over  again,  which  we  cannot  require  her  to  do. 

K.  Council.  This  indictment  is  laid  for  taking  money 
of  Catherine  Stethani,  under  pretence  of  helping  her  to 
goods  that  had  been  ftolen  by  perfons  unknown,  and 
the  prifoner  would  now  afk  the  witnefs.  Who  ftole  thofe 
goods? 

Prifoner .  I  would  afk  her  then,  if  I  ftole  the  lace  ? 

Murphey.  No,  but  he  was  concerned  with  thofe  that  did 
fteal  it,  and  he  received  it  after  it  was  ftolen. 

Here  the  prifoner’s  council  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that 
as  Murphey  had  fworn  the  prifoner  guilty  of  a  felony,  in 
being  concerned  with  thofe  who  ftole  the  goods,  they  pre¬ 
fumed  that  the  act  upon  which  he  was  now  indidhed,  was 
never  intended  to  affcdt  him,  or  any  other  felon,  but  only 
fuch  perfons  as  were  not  felons  themfelves,  but  held  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  felons :  For  as  there  were  old  laws  in  force 
for  the  punifhment  of  felons,  it  would  have  been  wholly  un^ 
neceftary,  that  a  new  law  fhould  be  made  to  the  famepurpofe, 
that  is,  to  no  purpofe  at  all.  That  the  very  preamble  to  the 
claufe  of  the  adt  on  which  the  prifoner  ftands  indidted,  in¬ 
timates,  by  a  plain  diftindfion,  that  felons  are  not  in  that 
place  intended.  The  words  are  thefe,  44  Whereas  there  are 
fcveral  perfons  who  have  fecret  acquaintance  with  felons, 
who  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  help  perfons  to  their 
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Ilolen  goods,  and  by  that  means  gain  money  from  them 

which  is  divided  between  them  and  the  felons. - — ■ 

That,  by  a  oroyifo  in  the  Laid  qlaufe,  it  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  fylons  were  then  intended,  without  making  con-- 
tradidionsaiid  inconfiftencies  m  theaHitfelf.  F  or  the  words 
are,  44  Unlefs  fuch  perfon  doth  apprehend,  or  caufe  to  be 
apprehended,  fuch  felon  who  Hole  the  fame,  and  caufe  fuch 
felon  to  be  brought  to  trial  for  the  fame,  and  give  evidence 
againfl  him,-’  Suppofe  now  there  was  but  one  perfon  con¬ 
cerned  in  fuch  a  cafe,  can  it  ever  be  thought  that  the  legifla- 
ture  intended  that  this  very  perfon  fhould  apprehend  him  felf, 
bring  himfeif  to  a  trial,  and  give  evidence  againft  himfelf. 
No  certainly. 

The  council  for  the  crown  replied  to  this  effect.  That 
|t  was  no  abfurdity  or  contradiction  to  fay,  ’hat  the  a6t 
was  intended  to  afFedt  the  felons ;  for  that  a  man's  being 
a  felon  did  not  any  way  hinder  him  from  difcovering  his 
accomplices,  if  he  had  any :  and  as  to  the  fuppofiion 
that  a  felon  had  no  accomplices,  but  committed  the  felony  by 
himfeif,  it  was  out  of  the  prefent  queffion,  and  no  way  re¬ 
lating  to  the  prifoner-s  cafe,  for  it  was  evident  that  he  had 
accomplices,  and  had  not  difcovered  them. 

The  court  obferved  farther,  That  felons  were  fo  fap 
from  being  excepted  in  the  a£t,  that  it  was  principally  in¬ 
tended  againft  them,  for  it  particularly  mentions,  64  thofe 
that  make  it  their  bufmefs  to  help  people  to  ftolen  goods. 
And  it  was  certain  that  fuch  perfo'ns  muff  be  receivers  of 
llolen  goods,  knowing  them  to  be  itolen,  and  fuch  are  felons: 
that  the  cafe  of  the  prisoner  came  within  almoft  every  cir- 
cufnftanceof  the  adl,  it  being  evident,  that  He  was  the  perfon 
who  had  fecret  acquaintance  with  felons,  who  made  it  his 
Bufmefs  to  help  people  to  ftolen  goods,  and  by  that  means 
gained  money  from  them,  which  was  divided  between  him 
and  the  felons,  and  thereby  greatly  encouraged  fuch  offenders, 
and  had  not  apprehended  them  :  that  it  was  a  very  furprifmg 
plea  for  a  man  to  fay,  1  am  more  guilty  than  you  are  aware 
of,  and  therefore  I  ought  to  fuffer  the  lefs  ;  and  that  it  could 
never  be  thought,  that  the  parliament  intended  by  this  acl  to 
excufe  a  man  merely  bepaufe  he  was  a  felon,  and  more  cri¬ 
minal  than  another. 

i.  I  *  .  '  '  '  '  ,  . 


The  jury  acquitted  the  prifoner  of  the  fir'll  indidlment,  and 
found  him  guilty  of  the  ffcqnd.  Death, 
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An  Account  of  Jonathan  Wild. 

JONATHAN  WILD  was  born  at  Wolverhampton  in 
Staffordfhire,  about  the  year  1682.  He  was  the  eldeft 
fon  of  his  parents ;  his  father  was  a  carpenter,  and  had  the 
chara&er  of  an  hqneft  induflrious  man.  At  about  fifteen 
years  of  age,  Jonathan  ihaying  made  fome  progrefs  at  fchool 
in  writing  and  arithmetic,  was  bound  apprentice  to  a  buckle- 
maker  at  Birmingham.  When  his  time  was  expired,  he 
married  an  hcneft  woman  at  Wolverhampton,  by  whom  he 
had  one  fon  :  but  they  had  not  been  married  two  years,  be¬ 
fore  Jonathan  took  it  into  his  head  to  leave  his  wife  and  child, 
and  come  up  cq  London.  He  had  been  but  a  few  months  in 
town  before  he  ran  himfelf  fo  far  in  debt,  that  he  was  arrefted, 
and  thrown  into  Woodftreet-Compter.  He  fays  himfelf.  in 
a  pamphlet,  of  which  I  fhall  give  fome  account  hereafter, 
that,  by  misfortunes  in  the  world,  he  was  fubject  to  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  the  Compter,  for  above  the  fpace  of  four  years, 
during  which  time  it  was  impoffible,  but  he  mull  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  let  into  the  fecrets  of  the  criminals  there  under  con¬ 
finement ;  and  particularly  Mr.  Hitchen’s  management. 

Here  it  was  that  he  contracted  a  clofe  intimacy  with  one 
Mary  Miliner,  a  common  ftreet-walker.  She  had  run  round 
the  whole  circle  of  vice,  knew  all  the  ways  of  the  town,  and 
moft  of  its  felonious  inhabitants. 

The  time  came  when  they  both  obtained  their  liberty  : 
foon  after  which  it  was  reported  that  they  were  married  ;  but 
without  the  help  of  a  parfon.  The  firft  bufinefs  they  went 
upon  together  was  that  of  the  Buttock  and  Twang,  or  in 
other  words,  the  whore  and  bully.  They  had  not  followed 
this  trade  long  before  they  met  with  fome  pretty  good  booties, 
which  enabled  them  to  take  a  little  houfe  in  Cock-Alley,  op- 
pofite  to  Cripplegate  church. 

Jonathan,  by  his  own  indufiry,  and  his  help-mate’s  af- 
fiflance,  was  by  this  time  acquainted  with  all  the  thieves  of 
any  note  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  and  he  had  cunning 
enough  to  dive  into  all  their  fecrets.  He  foon  knew  their 
ufuai  haunts,  what  lays  they  went  upon,  how  they  proceeded, 
and  in  what  manner  they  difpofed  of  their  flolen  goods, 
and  in  ccnfequence  of  this  knowledge,  he  had  their  lives  in  his 
power,  and  from  a  confidant,  became  a  director. 

Formerly,  when  a  thief  had  got  a  prize,  he.  could  eafily 
find  people  enough  to  take  it  off  his  hands,  at  fomething  lefs 

than 


302 


JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies. 

than  the  real  value  ;  for  the  law  had  then  provided  no  puni£h« 
pient  for  the  receivers  :  but  after  the  legiflature  had  palled  an 
a£t,  which  made  it  felony  to  receive  ftolen  goods,  knowing 
them  to  be  flolen,,  a  coniiderable  flop  was  put  to  this  practice. 
Thofe  few  that  continued  it  were  obliged  to  a£t  very  cau- 
tioufly,  and  as  they  ran  great  hazards,  they  infifted  upon  fuch 
extravagant  profits,  that  the  thieving  trade  was  in  danger  of 
coming  to  nothing. 

But  Jonathan  contrived  a  fcbeme  that  gave  new  life  to  the 
bufinefs  ;  and,  convening  fome  of  the  principal  villains,  he  laid 
the  matter  before  them. 

You  know,  my  bloods,  quoth  he,  that  as  trade  goes  at 
prefent,  you  fiand  but  a  queer  chance  ;  for  when  you  have 
made  any  thins;,  if  you  carry  it  to  the  Fencing  Culls  and 
Fiafh  Fawn- brokers,  thefe  unconfcionable  dealers  in  contra- 
band  goods  will  hardly  tip  ye  a  quarter  of  what  it  is  worth  ; 
and  if  ye  offer  it  to  a  {hanger,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  you  are 
hobbled  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  man’s  living 
by  his  labour  ;  for  if  he  don’t  like  to  be  half-ftan/ed,  he  muft 
run  the  hazard  of  being  fcragged,  which,  let  me  tell  ye,  is  a 
damned  hard  cafe.  Now,  if  you  will  take  my  advice,  I  will 
put  ye  in  a  way  to  remedy  all  this  :  when  you  have  been  upon 
any  lay,  and  (poke  to  fome  purpofe,  let  me  know  the  par¬ 
ticulars,  and  I  will  engage  to  pay  back  the  goods  to  the  cull 
that  ovens  them,  and  raife  ye  more  cole  upon  that  account 
than  you  can  expedl  from  the  rafcajly  fencers,  and  at  the 
fame  time  take  care  that  you  fhall  be  all  bowmen. 

This  was  received  with  a  general  approbation,  and  im¬ 
mediately  put  in  pradfice.  No  {boner  was  a  robbery  com¬ 
mitted  but  Jonathan  was  informed  what  the  goods  were, 
when,  how,  and  from  whom  they  were  taken.  The  goods 
were  depofited  in  fome  convenient  place,  but  not  in  his  own 
houfe  ;  for  at  his  firlt  fetting  up  the  bufinefs,  he  added  very 
caletioufly,  though  afterwards  he  grew  daring.  When  things 
were  thus  prepared,  away  goes  Jonathan,  or  his  confort,  to 
the  perfons  who  had  been  plundered,  and  addrefies  them  to 
this  purpofe. 

I  happened  to  hear  that  you  have  lately  been  robbed,  and 
a  friend  of  mine,  and  an  honeft  broker,  having  flopped  a 
parcel  of  goods  upon  fufpicion,  I  thought  1  could  do  no  lefs 
than  give  you  notice  of  it,  as  not  knowing  but  fome  of  them 
might  be  yours,  and  if  it  fhould  prove  fo,  (as  I  wifh  it  may) 
you  may  have  them  again,  provided  that  nobody  is  brought 
into  trouble,  and  the  broker  has  Something  in  confideration  of 
his  care. 
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People  who  have  been  robbed  are  willing  to  recover  their 
goods  with  as  little  trouble  as  poffible,  and  therefore  it  is 

no  wonder  if  they  eafily  fell  into  Jonathan’s  meafures. - 

But  if,  as  it  fometirries  happened,  the  perfon  was  too  in- 
quifitive,  Sir,  fays  Jonathan,  I  only  come  to  ferve  you,  and 
if  you  think  otherwife,  I  muff  let  you  know,  that  you  are 
miftaken,  I  have  told  you  that  fome  goods  being  offered  to  pawn 
by  a  fufpected  perfon,  the  broker  had  the  honefty  to  flop 
them  ;  and  therefore,  Sir,  if  you  queftion  me  about  thieves, 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  ;  but  that  I  can  give  a  good  ac¬ 
count  of  myfelf:  my  name  is  Wild,  and  I  live  in  Cock- 
Alley,  near  Cripplegate,  where  you  may  find  me  any  day  in 
the  week  ;  and  fo,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant.  By  this  af- 
fecffed  refentment,  he  feldom  failed  of  bringing  the  injured 
perfon  to  treat  wuth  him  upon  his  own  terms,  which  on  fuch 
occafions  he  commonly  advanced. 

All  this  while  as  Jonathan  had  his  profits  out  of  what  was 
paid  to  the  broker,  he  took  no  money  of  thofe  to  whom  he 
reftored  the  goods,  by  which  management  he  kept  up  a  to¬ 
lerable  reputation,  and  at  the  fame  time  there  was  no  law  in 
being  that  could  affecl  him. 

But  as  he  foon  became  eminent  in  his  profeffion,  he  al¬ 
tered  fome  of  his  meafures.  He  no  longer  applied  to  thofe 
who  had  loft  any  thing,  but  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  him, 
if  they  expected  his  affiftance,  and  he  received  them  in  his 
office  with  much  formality.  At  their  entrance  it  was  hinted 
to  them,  that  they  muft  depofit  a  crown  as  a  fee  for  his  ad¬ 
vice.  This  being  done,  he  demanded  their  names,  where 
they  lived,  when  and  how  they  were  robbed  ;  if  they  fufpedf- 
ed  any  perfons,  and  what  kind  of  perfons  they  were,  the 
particular  goods  that  were  loft,  and  what  reward  would  be 
given  if  the  goods  were  returned  ?  Thefe  articles  being  known, 
were  entered  in  a  book  he  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  then  the 
perfons  were  affured  that  a  careful  enquiry  fhould  be  made, 
and,  if  they  called  again  in  two  or  three  days,  he  might  pof- 
fibly  give  them  fome  intelligence. 

When  they  came  according  to  appointment,  and  defired  to 
know  what  fuecefs  he  had  met  with  f  Why,  indeed,  fays 
Jonathan,  1  have  heard  fomething  of  your  goods,  but  the 
perfon  I  fent  to  enquire,  tells  me,  that  the  rogues  pretend  they 
can  pawn  them  for  more  than  you  offer,  and  therefore,  if 
ever  they  make  reftitution  it  muft  be  upon  better  terms  ; 
however,  if  I  can  but  once  come  to  the  fpeech  of  the  raf- 
cals,  I  don’t  queftion  but  I  (hall  bring  them  to  reafon. 

If  this  did  not  always  prevail  with  the  owners  of  the 

goods. 
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goods,  to  offer  an  additional  reward*  it  fervcd  at  leaf!: 
to  enhance  their  obligations  to  Jonathan,  by  making  them 
imagine  he  ufed  them  very  kindly,  and  took  a  great  deal 
of  pains,  if,  after  their  attending  two  or  three  times  more, 
he  helped  them  to  their  goods  again  at  their  own  prices* 

Jonathan  had  always  fome  advantage  or  other  by  examin¬ 
ing  fo  minutely  into  the  circumflances  of  a  robbery. - — 

If,  as  was  often  the  cafe,  he  knew  as  much  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  before-hand,  as  thofe  who  came  for  his  affiftance  could 
tell  him,  his  enquiries  then  ferved  to  amufe  them,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  fufpe£ting  his  Confcioufnefs  :  but  if  he  had  not 
already  been  let  into  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  fecret# 
the  exa£f  information  he  received  by  this  means  was  fuch  a 
check  upon  the  thieves,  that  they  feldom  dared  to  conceal  any 
thing  from  him ;  and  if  they  did,  or  refufed  to  accept  of  his 
terms,  it  was  at  their  peril. 

Pocket-books,  fhop-books,  accompfs,  and  other  writings, 
which  were  formerly  looked  upon  as  things  of  no  ufe  but  to 
the  owners,  and  confequently  not  worth  dealing,  were  now 
become  articles  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  thief,  and 
more  to  the  receiver.  Trifling  curioflties,  toys  and  trinkets, 
would  fetch  more  by  being  returned  to  the  proprietors,  than 
any  body  eJfe  would  give  for  them. 

Jonathan  now  appeared  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  and  the 
firft  ufe  that  we  find  he  made  of  it,  was  in  an  engagement 
with  his  wife.  She  had  fome  time  fo  provoked  him  to  wrath, 
that  he  fwore  he  would  mark  her  for  a  b — h,  and  thereupon 
drawing  his  fword  he  finote  off  one  of  her  ears.  This  oc~ 
cafioned  a  divorce ;  but  however,  Jonathan,  in  a  grateful 
conn  deration  of  the  fervice  fhe  had  done  him,  by  bringing 
him  into  fo  large  an  acquaintance,  and  aflifling  him  in  his  bu- 
finefs,  allowed  her  a  weekly  penfion  as  long  as  lhe  lived. 

But  to  lookm  little  back,  we  muft  here  obferve  that  be¬ 
fore  Jonathan  made  any  great  figure,  he  was  for  fome 
time  an  aff.ftant  to  Charles  Kitchen,  the  city-marfhal,  in 
fearching  infamous  houfes,  and  apprehending  diforderlyperfons^ 
After  feveral  rambles  together  for  promoting  fo  bleffed  a 
work,  tbefe  hopeful  reformers  fell  to  loggerheads  about  one 
another’s  honefly,  and  fo  they  parted  ;  and  each  of  them  fe- 
parately  purfued  the  bufinefs  of  thief-taking. 

In  the  fame  year  1715?  Jonathan  left  his  houfe  in  Cock- 
Alley,  and  took  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Seagoe’s  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
where  he  went  on  in  his  own  calling  fuccefsfuHy,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  marfhal’s  oppofition.  The  marihal  was  greatly 
enraged,  and  rafhly  vowed  that  he  would  expofe  Jonathan’s* 
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rogueries,  and  make  him  afhamed  to  (hew  his  face.  Jona¬ 
than  defied  him  to  do  his  worft.  The  marflial  went  to  work, 
and  in  the  year  1718,  pubiifhed  a  moft  ftupid  pamphlet,  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  The  Regulator  :  or,  a  Difcovery  of  the 

Thieves ,  Thief- -taker ,  and  bocks  - - in  ond  about  the  City  of 

London ,  with  the  Thief-taker' s  Proclamation  :  Alfo  an  Account  of 
all  the  Flaf)  IVords  now  in  vogue  among  the  Thieves,  &c. 

As  in  this  pamphlet,  and  Jonathan’s  anfwer  to  it,  there 
are  feveral  paflages  relating  to  his  conduct,  which  are  no 
where  eife  to  be  met  with,  we  {ball  make  feveral  extracts 
from  each.  And  as  fome  knowledge  in  the  canting  dia¬ 
led!:  is  neceflary  to  the  underftanding  of  thofe  paflages,  we 
think  it  not  improper  to  begin  with  the  marlbal’slift  of  flafh 
$yords. 

The  rumbo,  or  the  whit.  Newgate. 

The  fpinning  ken.  Bridewell. 

Old-nafs.  London -Bridewell. 

A  ken.  A  houfe. 

A  boozing-ken.  An  ale-houfe, 

A  cafe,  or  a  flafh  ken.  A  houfe  frequented  by  thieves* 

Autum.  A  church. 

The  mount.  London-bridge- 

The  nubbing  cheat.  The  gallows. 

A  jigger.  A  door. 

The  dancers.  The  flairs. 

The  glaze.  The  window. 

The  quod  cull.  The  turnkey. 

A  buzz,  or  a  prig.  A  thief. 

A  cove,  or  cull.  A  manf  Cull  is  likewife  frequently  ufe<J 
to  fignify  a  fool. 

The  baggage  man.  He  that  carries  off  the  booty. 

A  fence,  or  a  lock.  A  receiver  of  flolen  goods. 

A  miil-ken.  A  houfe-breaker. 

A  file.  A  pickpocket. 

A  flafh  cull.  Ope  that  keeps  company  with  thieves. 

A  bridle-cull.  A  highwayman. 

A  lift.  A  (hop-lifter,  one  that  fleals  goods  in  a  (hop  under 
pretence  of  buying  them. 

A  (hop  fneak.  One  that  watches  an  opportunity  to  get 
into  a  (hop  unfeen,  and  fteal  the  goods. 

The  morning  fneak.  To  walk  betimes  about  the  flreets 
in  the  morning,  and  if  you  fee  any  body  come  out 
of  doors,  you  then  flip  in  and  take  what  you  can 
find. 

8  Q.<i 
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The  running  fmabble.  To  rqn  into  a  {hop  at  night,  blow 
out  the  candle,  and  fnatch  up  any  thing  that  you  can 
carry  off. 

The  foot-fcamperer.  A  foot-pad. 

The  waggon-lay.  Stealing  goods  out  of  waggons  at  au 
inn,  or  on  the  road. 

The  rattling  lay.  Stealing  goods  out  of  coaches  as  they 
pafs  along  the  ftreets. 

The  fervice  lay.  Hiring  themfelves  for  fervants  in  order 
to  rob  the  houfe. 

The  queftion  lay.  To  knock  at  a  door  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  afk  for  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  and  if  he  is 
a-bed,  to  defire  the  fervant  not  to  difturb  him,  for 
you  will  wait  till  be  rifes,  and  fo  you  take  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  ftealing  fomething. 

The  kid  lay.  Is,  when  you  fee  a  boy  or  a  porter  with 
a  bundle,  to  defire  him  to  go  of  an  errand  for  you, 
telling  him  you  will  take  care  of  his  goods  the  while  ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  is  out  of  light,  you  make  off  with 
the  booty. 

The  dub  lay.'  Picking  pockets. 

To  go  upon  the  top.  Is  when  two  prigs  are  together, 
one  gets  upon  the  other’s  fhoulders,  and  fo  enters  a 
chamber-window. 

A  tail  drawer.  He  that  fteals  a  man’s  fvvord  from  his 
fide. 

A  queer  cull.  One  that  puts  off  bad  money. 

A  cruifer.  A  beggar. 

A  lappy  cull.  A  drunken  man. 

An  old  gager.  A  rich  old  man. 

A  bulk  or  gammon.  He  that  jottles  a  man,  while  another 
picks  his  pocket. 

A  fcout  cull.  A  watchman. 

A  Harman.  A  conftahle. 

To  bundle  the  cull  of  the  ken.  To  tie  the  man  of  the 
houfe  neck  and  heels. 

To  {lorn  the  ken.  To  break  the  houfe. 

To  ttrike  the  gigg.  To  unlock  the  door. 

To  lope  the  dancers.  To  go  up  {fairs. 

To  lope  off.  To  run  away. 

The  cull  is  peery.  The  man  is  fly. 

The  cull  comes  down  He  puts  his  hand  in  his  pocket. 

The  cull  giggs.  The  man  looks. 

A  buttock.  A  ttreet- walker. 

A  buttock  and  file.  A  pick-pocket  whore. 

A  twang 
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A  twang.  A  bully. 

A  trap.  He  that  after  a  buttock  and  file,  has  bit  a  cull  of 
his  pocket-book,  makes  it  his  bufinefs  to  find  out 
where  the  man  lives,  arid  extort  money  from  him  to 
prevent  his  being  expofed. 

To  pay-back.  To  return  fiolen  goodsi 
A  pufh.  A  croud  of  people. 

A  pufhing  tout.  A  thief’s  watchman,  or  fcout,  orie  that 
carries^ntelligence  of  a  pufh. 

A  bowman  prig*  A  bold  dexterous  thief,  a  Jure  rogue. 

All’s  bowman.  All  is  fafe* 

To  fpeak.  To  fteal. 

Tofifk.  To  fearch.  ^ 

To  whiddle.  To  make  a  noife,  corifefs  or  impeach. 

To  fhove  the  tumbler.  To  be  whipped  at  the  cart’s  tail, 
To'be  gljmm’d.  To  be  burnt  in  the  hand. 

To  he  topped  or  fcragged .  To  be  hanged. 

Darbies.  Fetters. 

A  dub  or  tilt.  A  pick-lock  key. 

A  glim.  A  candle. 

A  glimfiick.  A  candlefiick,  or  dark  larithorm 
A  befs  or  betty.  A  frriall  iron  crow* 

Pops-.  Piflols. 

A  pad.  A  bed. 

Dudds.  Linen. 

A  mifh.  A  fhirt. 

Stock  drawers,  blockings-. 

Stampers.  Shoes. 

A  poll,  or  catling.  A  wig. 

A  fhap.  A  hat.  ' 

A  tie.  A  neckcloth. 

Famfi  lings.  Gloves. 

A  clank.  A  tankard. 

A  beaker.  A  filver  tankard. 

Feeder's.  Spoons. 

A  maufe.  A  bundle. 

A  wipe,  or  clout.  A  haridkerchief. 

A  lobb.  A  fnyfF-box,  or  any  other  b'OS* 

A  bit  or  trutf.  A  purfe. 

A  reader.  A  pocket-book. 

A  tail.  A'  (word. 

A  chive.  A  knife. 

A  loge.  A  watch* 

A  toge.  A  coat. 

A  Peter.  A  trunk,  or  pdftmanteau. 

iiq  a  A  Jacob. 
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A  Jacob.  A  ladder. 

ring. 

A  tumbler.  A  cart  or  waggon. 

A  rattler.  A  coach. 

A  boufer.  A  dog.  ;j 

A  finny.  A  funeral. 

Ridge.  Gold. 

Wedge.  Silver. 

The  tatler  is  up.  The  moon  {bines. 

Boned,  or  babbled,  or  fnabbled.  Taken* 

The  munge.  The  dark. 

The  City  Marshal’s  Account  cf  Jonathan  Wild, 

H  If  thefe  fhould  hold  their  peace,  the  ffones  in  the  ffreet 
would  cry  out  of  fuch  abominable  pra&ices,  as  are  com¬ 
mitted  and  carried  on  in  this  city  and  places  adjacent,  by 
thieves  and  robbers,  and  thief-takers.  One  thief-taker  brought 
to  juftice,  is  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  city,  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  thieves  :  and  in  order  thereto,  I  {hall  here  take  notice  of 
only  one  of  the  aforefaid  felonious  pradfices,  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  all  the  refl  are  of  the  fame  management  ; 
to  wit,  a  gentlewoman,  as  fhe  was,  pafiing  along  in  the 
evening  in  a  coach,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  St,  Paul’s  church¬ 
yard,  was  there,  in  a  mofl  audacious  and  barbarous  manner, 
robbed  to  a  confiderahle  value,  by  three  of  the  mofl  notorious 
rogues.  Will.  Matthews,  Chriftopher  Matthews,  and  Oba- 
diah  Lemon,  (who  agreed  to  make  himfelf  an  evidence)  that 
ever  this  kingdom  were  plagued  with  ;  which  being  difco- 
vered  and  fought  after,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  juftice  for  fo 
doing,  the  thief-taker  hearing  of  the  fame,  and  fearing  that 
he  might  by  this  means  lofe  three  of  the  moil  profitable  euf- 
tomers  which  belonged  to  his  felonious  (bop,  immediately 
fummonedfhc  three  aforefaid  offenders  to  a  friendly  conference, 
where  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  only  way  to  fave 
them  at  this  critical  jun<ffure  was,  for  one  of  them  to  make 
himfelf  an  evidence,  &c.  Well,  then,  faith  the  thief-taker, 
in  order  to  blind  the  juflice,  and  that  lie  may  take  the  inform 
mation,  is  to  induce  him  to  believe  that  we  are  doing  forne- 
fhing  for  the  good  of  the  public  :  therefore,  you  muff  put  into 
the  information  a  numerous  train  of  offenders,  which  have 
been  concerned  'with  you,  either  in  robberies,  buying,  or 
receiving  of  your  ftolen  goods  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  you 
muff  be  fure  to  promife  him,  the  faid  juftice,  that  you  will 
eenvict  them  all ;  and  that  there  may  be  a  perfect  harmony 
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between  us,  you  fhall  hear  me  your  counsellor,  your  thief- 
taker,  and  fadtor,  promife  as  faithfully  that  I  will  apprehend, 
take,  and  bring  them  to  j u (bice  for  the  fame  :  but  by  the  bye,  I 
muft  give  you  this  caution  to  leave  out  the  fixty  dozen  of  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  that  was  taken  by  Mr.  Ridley,  from  a  dyer’s  Servant, 
who  they  fent  oil  a  fliam  errand,  for  which  handkerchiefs,  I 
received  thirty  guineas  from  the  owner,  but  gave  Oakey, 
Lemon,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  but  ten  guineas.  That  you  donor 
put  fuch  and  fuch  robberies  into  the  information,  becaufe  1 
was  employed  by  the  perions  that  you  robbed,  to  get  their 
goods  again,  and  they  not  bidding  money  enough  for  the  fame, 
they  were  not  returned  to  the  right  owner  ;  therefore,  you 
know, fuch  muft  be  left  out,  otherwife  I  fhall  bring  my  owrs 
neck  into  the  noofe,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  every  little 
prig,  as  well  as  others,  to  pull  the  cord  at  their  pleafure  5 
and  '  upon  fuch  terms,  Who  the  d-v-1  would  be  your  fac¬ 
tor  ? 

44  And  now  let  us  fee  what  is  the  confequence  of  this 
fkittifhand  felonious  information  but  deceiving  the  magif- 
trate,  and  letting  the  three  aforefaid  notorious  offenders  cf- 
cape  the  hand,  of  juftice,  and  hanging  up  a  couple  of  fhirn 
fham  thieves,  Hugh  Gakey,  and  Henry  Chick  ley,  which  he 
got  little  or  nothing  by  in  the  room  thereof :  and  likewife  to 
give  the  thief- raker  an  opportunity  to  rob  or  extort  a  fum  o£ 
money  out  of  all  the  reft  in  the  information,  by  making  up 
and  compounding  the  felonies  with  them,  which  by  a  modeft 
computation,  cannot  amount  to  lefs  than  a  hundred  pounds, 
or  more,  & c.  then  is  it  not  high  time  for  the  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  the  places  adjacent  to  beftir  themfelves,  when  the 
greateft  offenders  have  found  a  way  out,  with  the  aftiftance  of 
their  friend  the  thief-taker,  to  efcape  the  hand  of  juftice  ? 
This  will  give  them  encouragement,  and  make  them  de(- 
perate,  as  well  as  frequent  in  their  robberies,  and  what  the 
citizens,  and  others  muft  dearly  pay  for,  if  not  timely  pre¬ 
vented,  by  putting  a  ftop  to  the  fame  :  in  ihort,  the  thief, 
the  goal,  the  juftice,  and  the  king’s  evidence,  all  of  them 
feem  to  be  influenced  and  managed  by  him,  and,  at  this  rate, 
none  will  be  brought  to  the  gallows  but  fuch. as  he  thinks 
fit,  & c.  Now,  if  enquiry  were  to  be  made,  by  what  means 
he  arrived  to  this  pitch  of  preferment  he  is  now  at,  you  will 
find  that  he  hath  been  as  great  a  proficient  in  all  matters  and 
things  that  he  hath  hitherto  engaged  in. 

44  T.  Who,  when  in  a  private  Ration,  and  followed  the 
trade  of  buckle- making,  knew  how  to  plate  a  crown-pieae  as 
well  as  any  that  followed  that  employments 
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“  II.  When  he  became  an  evidence,  did  the  bufme& 
fkiuifhly,  and  as  effectually,  a?  ariy  of  thofe  he  now  lets 
up. 

“  III.  When  he  was  a  twang,  and  followed  his  wife, 
Mary  Milliner,  a  common  night-walker,  no  fooner  had  fhe 
picked  a  pocket,  and  given  him  the  fignal  by  a  hem,  or  other- 
wife,  but  he  had  impudence  and  courage  enough  to  attack  the 
cull,  until  the  buttock  had  made  her  efcape. 

“  IV.  When  king  of  the  gipftes,  Jonathan  Wild  exe~ 
cuted  the  hidden  and  dark  part  of  a  ftroller  to  all  intents  anti 
purpofes,  until  in  Holborn,  by  order  of  thejuftiee,  his  fkit- 
ti£h  and  baboonifli  rnajdfy  was  fet  in  the  flocks  for  the 
fame. 

46  V.  Now  king  among  the  thieves,  and  lying-mafler- 
general  of  England,  captain-general  of  the  army  of  plun¬ 
derers,  and  ambaffador  extraordinary  from  the  prince  of  the 
air,  hath  taken  up  his  refidence  in  an  apartment  fitted  up  on 
purpofe  for  him  in  the  palace  of  the  queen  of  hell,  where 
continual  attendance  is  given  for  receiving  and  buying  of  ffolen 
goods,  as  like  wife  to  pay  them  back  again,  provided  the  right 
owners  will  offer  money  enough  for  the  fame  ;  but,  if  not, 
then  doth  his  excellency  fly  off,  and  give  you  to  underflahd, 
that  the  goods  he  hath  heard  of  are  not  yours,  and  that  he 
cannot  afliff  you,  and  that  you  may  be  gone  about  your  bu- 
finefs,  for,  he  will  take  a  fum  of  money  of  the  thief,  or  dif- 
pofe  of  the  goods  fome  other  wray.  Certainly  f  ch  a  monfter 
in  iniquity  as  this,  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  ha™ 
bitable  world,  fave  only  in  this  kingdom,  and  this  infa™ 
tuated  city,  and  places  adjacent,  thofe  places  of  genera)  cor¬ 
ruption. 

44  VI,  There  being  one  thing  more,  which  he  earned ly 
defires,  and  folicits  to  be  employed  in  finding  out,  and  fetting 
up  evidences  againit  the  falfe  coiners,  and  then  you  need  not 
doubt  but  in  a  little  time  you  will  have  as  many  coiners  as  you 
have  thieves.  <C)  London  !  London  !  fo  much  famed  for  thy 
good  order,  by  what  means  is  it  now  come  to  pubs,  that  thou 
art  become  a  receptacle*  for  a  den  of  thieves  and  robbers,  and 
all  forts  of  villainous  perfons  and  practices  ? 

44  And  here  it  cannot  be  taken  amifs  to  examine  into  the 
trade  of  punching  wickednefs  and  vice,  the  fame  being  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  moil  myiferious,  profitable,  and  flour  iihing 
trades  now  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  open,  but  unwarrant¬ 
able  and  pernicious  practice  of  the  regulator,  jonatban 
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<c  And  in  order  thereto,  I  {hall  here  take  a  view  of  him 
in  the  public  ffreets,  which  he  fo  much  boafteth  of,  and  fain 
would  perfuade  you,  that  he  doth  fo  much  good  to  the  public, 
by  flopping  the  whores,  and  other  perfons  vicioufly  inclined, 
3nd  forcibly  entering  the  houfes  of  bawdry,  and  taking  them 
out  from  thence,  and  committing  them  to  goals.  And  now, 

I  pray,  what  is  the  confequence  of  all  this  ?  Woeful  expe¬ 
rience  plainly  fhews,  that  by  the  ill  acquaintance  and  conver- 
fation  they  meet  with  there  they  learn  to  be  thieves,  and  And  the 
way  to  the  thief-takers  houfes,  fet  up  by  them  on  purpose  to 
harbour  and  train  up  one  brood  of  thieves  under  another,  and 
fo  fereen  and  fave  them  from  the  gallows,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  live  by  the  reverfion  of  them.  And  now  it  is  the 
general  complaint,  that  people  are  afraid,  when  it  is  dark,  to 
come  to  their  houfes,  for  fear  that  their  hats  and  wigs  fhould' 
be  (hatched  from  off  their  heads,  or  their  fwords  taken  from 
their  Tides,  or  that  they  may  be  blinded,  knocked  down,  cut, 
or  ffabbed  ;  nay,  the  coaches  cannot  fecure  them,  but  they 
are  likewife  affaulted,  cut,  and  robbed  in  the  public  flreets. 
And  how  can  you  fuppofe  it  to  be  otherwise,  when  there 
are  fo  many  public  offices,  public  and  private  houfes,  public 
inns  and  public  Tops,  fet  up  on  purpofe  to  harbour  thieves 
and  robbers,  and  carry  on  the  bafeft  defigns  with  them. 

Jonathan  Wild’s  Account  of  him f elf  and  of  the  City 

Marshal. 

46  When  two  of  a  profeffion  are  at  variance,  the  world  is 
let  into  many  important  difeoverics  ;  and  whether  it  be  among 
thief-takers,  lawyers,  or  clergymen,  an  expectation  natu¬ 
rally  arifes  of  fome  Billingfgate  treatment:  for  the  fatis- 
faCiion  of  the  world  in  this  particular,  I  (hall,  like  a  true 
cock  of  the  game,  anfwer  Mr.  Hitchen  at  his  own  wea¬ 
pons. 

**  Says  my  old  mafter  in  iniquity,  One  thief- taker  brought 
tojuftice,  is  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  city,  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  thieves.  Not  to  juftify  the  practice  of  thief-taking,  I 
acquiefce  with  him  in  this,  if  the  oldeft  offenders  are  to  be 
flrft  profecuted,  and  then  I  will  leave  the  world  to  judge, 
who  will  firft  deferve  an  exemplary  punifhment.” 

This  looks  as  if  Jonathan  was  not  the  original  thief-taker, 
but  that  he  borrowed  fome  hints  from  the  i'viarfhal,  and  after¬ 
wards  improved  them. 

46  The  information  he  mentioned  in  refpe£T  to  the  fet  ting 
up  an  evidence  is  entirely  ground! efs,  the  per fon  accufed  her 
6  inn* 
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ing  perfedlly  ignorant  of  it  ;  and  there  are  enough  to  prove 
that  the  evidence  voluntarily  appeared  before  my  lord- 
mayor:  and  as  for  not  returning  of  goods  for  want  of  a  re¬ 
ward  fpfficient  to  the  value,  I  (hall  Anew  what  flagrant 
crimes  the  City  Marfhal  has  been  guilty  of,  of  this  na¬ 
ture.  ” 

Jonathan  does  not  here  deny  the  charge  of  not  return¬ 
ing  the  goods,  and  therefore  we  may  venture  to  take  it  for 
fact. 

44  Says  this  author,  He  knew  how  to  plate  a  crown  piece 
as  well  as  any  that  followed  that  employment.-— — Now, 
if  he  could  prove  this  affertion,  or  any  thing  like  it,  it 
is  very  rational  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would  bring  the 
thief-taker  to  condign  punifhment,  being  his  implacable 
enemy. 

44  That,  fetting  up  evidences  againft  falfe  coiners,  is  the 
way  to  have  as  many  coiners  as  thieves,  is  fuch  a  piece  of 
non  fen  fe,  abfurdity  and  comradidlipn,  that  it  is  not  be  pa¬ 
rallelled. 

44  And  it  is  a  notable  piece  of  inconfiflency  to  fay,  that 
taking  whores  out  of  bawdy-houfes,  and  fending  them  tq 
work-houfes,  makes  them  thieves.  By  this  way  of  arguing, 
the  houfes  of  correction,  inftead  of  deterring  iniquity,  en- 
creafe  thefts  and  robberies,  and  the  reformers  of  manners  are 
the  promoters  of  wickednefs  :  but  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
Marfhal,  throughout  his  treatife.  expreffes  a  great  deal  of  un- 
eailnefs  at  the  informers,  for  thofe  per  fa  ns  very  much  leflen  his 
interest  in  fupprefling  houfes  of  lewdnefs,  the  keepers  whereof 
have  been  generally  pen  boners  to  him.  I  can  produce  per- 
fons  who  will  make  it  appear  that  feveral  houfes  of  ill-fame 
are  fupporn  d  by  quarterly  payments  to  him  :  befides,  there 
being  frequently  funis  of  money  extorted  from  libertines  for 
connivance  at*  their  lewdnefs,  and  fume  times  from  perfons  en¬ 
tirely  innocent,  unacquainted  with  the  character  of thole  houfes: 
and  he  has  of  late  been  fo  audacious  as  to  examine  taverns  of 
the  beft  reputation,  and  infills  upon  yearly  compositions  from 


them,  though  th; 


on 


payment  he  has  met  with  has  been  3 


falute  with  a  crab-tree  cudgel,  and  a  decent  tofs  in  a  blan¬ 
ket* 

44  Ke  has  {hewn  fuch  an  excellence  in  the  flafh  or  cant 
dialed!,  that  every  body  muft  allow  him  a  mailer,  and  that 
experience  only  muff  have  completed  him.  His  dialogue  de¬ 
mon  ft  rates  his  great  knowledge  in  the  intrigues  of  pick¬ 
pockets,  houfe-breakers,  and  highway-men 5  and  a  man  would 
{wear  by  his  apt  defeription  that  he  had  been  an  aefor  in  alh 
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The  hoys  in  the  ken  fwearing  and  grinning  like  fo  many  hell 
cats,  and  the  man  in  the  filver-buttoned  coat,  and  knotted 
ivig,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  is  an  exad  fcene  of  a  city  of¬ 
ficer,  and  his  company  of  pick-pockets  at  an  ale-houfe  be¬ 
tween  Moorfields  and  Islington,  where  they  ufed  to  rendez¬ 
vous  daily,  the  boys  giving  an  account  of  their  day’s  work* 
and  the  mafter  difpenfing  further  inftru&ions. 

44  I  need  not  mention  his  being  nearer  the  pillorv  than  ever 
a  certain  perfon  was  to  the  flocks.  And  however  a  certain 
diminutive  perfon  may  refemble  a  baboon,  it  is  evident  to  all 
that  knew  the  gigantic  city  marfhal,  that  he  wants  nothing 
but  a  cloven  foot,  to  perfonate*  in  all  refpecfs,  his  father 
Beelzebub. 

44  There  are  many  other  particulars  which  I  {hall  omit, 
and  proceed  to  feveral  matters  of  fa£l,  to  make  appear,  that 
(inttead  of  a  fcotindrel  author’s  being  entirely  free  from  all 
the  evil  pra&ices  he  has  treated  of)  he  is  guilty  of  the  fame 
crimes  he  pretends  to  fix  upon  others. 

After  the  Marfhal ’3  fufpenfion  in  his  office,  and  he  was 
forbid  attendance  on  the  Lord  Mayor,  he  on  a  time  applied 
himfelf  to  the  buckle-maker,  near  Cripplegate,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner : 

44  I  am  very  fenfible  that  you  are  let  into  the  knowledge 
of  the  intrigues  of  the  Compter,  particularly  with  relation 
to  the  fecuring  of  pocket-books  :  but  your  experience  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  mine  ;  I  can  put  you  in  a  far  better  method  than 
you  are  acquainted  with*  and  which  may  be*  done  with  fafety; 
for,  tho’  I  am  fufpended,  I  {fill  retain  the  power  of  acting  as 
conttable,  and  notwithftanding  I  cannot  be  heard  before  my 
Lord  Mayor  as  formerly,  I  have  interett  among  the  aldermen 
upon  any  complaint.  But  I  mnft  firfl  tell  you,  that  you 
will  fpoil  the  trade  of  thief  taking,  in  advancing  greater  re¬ 
wards  than  are  necefiary  ;  I  give  but  half  a-crown  a  book,  and 
when  the  thieves  and  pick-pockets  fee  you  and  1  confederate* 
they  will  fubmit  to  our  terms,  and  likewife  continue  their 
thefts  for  fear  of  coming  to  the  gallows  by  our  means.  You 
jQiall  take  a  turn  with  me  as  my  fervent,  or  affittant,  and  ws 
will  commence  our  rambles  this  night.” 

44  The  night  approaching,  the  marfhal  and  the  buckle- 
maker  began  their  walk  at  Temple-bar,  called  in  at  feveral 
brandy-fhops  and  ale-houfes,  between  that  and  Fleet-ditch  ; 
Borne  of  the  matters  of  thefe  houfes  complimented  the  Marfhal 
with  punch,  others  with  brandy,  and  fome  prefented  him 
with  fine  ale,  offering  their  ferVice  to  their  worthy  protestor. 
The  Marfhal  made  them  little  anfwer  j  but  gave  them  to  un- 
£  Rr  ’  Merftand, 
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derftand,  all  the  fervice  he  expe&ed  from  them  was,  to  give 
him  information  of  pocket-books,  or  any  goods  fto'en,  as  2 
pay- back;  for  you  women  of  the  town,  (addreffing  himfelf 
to  feme  females  in  one  of  the  {hops)  make  it  a  common  prac¬ 
tice  to  refign  things  of  this  nature  to  the  bullies  and  rogues 
of  your  retinue  ;  but  this  fhal!  be  no  longer  borne  with,  I  will 
give  you  my  word,  both  they  and  you  fhail  be  detected,  un- 
lefs  you  deliver  all  the  pocket-books  you  meet  with  to  me. 
What  do  you  think  I  bought  my  place  for,  but  to  make  the 
moft  of  it  ?  And  you  are  to  underftand  this  is  my  man  (point¬ 
ing  to  the  buckle-maker)  to  afiift  me.  And  if  you  at  any 
time  for  the  future  retufe  to  yield  up  the  watches  arid  books 
you  take,  either  to  me,  or  my  fervant,  you  may  be  allured 
of  being  all  fent  to  bridewell,  and  not  one  of  you  fhail  be 
permitted  to  walk  the  ffreets.  For,  notwithstanding  I  am 
under  a  fufpenfion,  (the  chief  reafon  of  which  is,  for  not  fup- 
prefiirig  the  pradiices  of  fuch  vermin  as  you)  1  have  till  a 
power  of  punifhing,  and  you  (hall  dearly  pay  for  the  leaf!  dis¬ 
obedience  to  what  I  have  commanded. 

46  Strutting  along  the  fireets  a  little  farther,  the  Marfhal 
on  a  fudden  feezed  two  or  three  dexterous  pick-pockets,  re¬ 
primanding  them  for  not  paying  their  refpecis  to  their  mighty 
chief ;  and  withal,  afking  them  to  what  parts  of  the  town 
they  were  rambling,  and  whether  they  did  not  fee  him  ?  To 
which  they  anfwered,  that  they  faw  him  at  a  defiance  (he 
being  large  and  remarkable  enough  to  be  known  by  them  and 
their  brethren)  but,  he  caught  hold  of  them  (o  haftily,  that 
they  had  no  time  to  addrefs  him.  We  have  been  flrolling 
(continued  the  pick-pockets)  over  Moorfields,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Blue-boar,  in  purfuit  of  you;  but  not  finding  you  as 
ufual,  we  were  under  fame  fears  that  you  were  indifpofed  : 
the  marfhal  replied,  he  fhouid  have  given  them  a  meeting 
there,  but  had  been  employed  the  whole  day  with  his  new 
man.  'You  lire  to  be  very  careful,  faid  he,  not  to  oblige  any 
perfon  but  myfelf,  or  fervant,  with  pocket  books :  if  you  pre- 
furfie  to  do  otherwise,  you  fhail  fwing  for  it,  and  we  are  out 
in  the  city  every  night  to  obferve  your  motions.  Thefe  in- 
ffrudfions  given,  the  pick-pockets  left  us,  making  their  maf- 
ter  a  low  congee,  and  promifing  obedience.  This  wras  the 
progrefs  of  the  firft  night  with  the  buckle-maker,  whom  he 
told,  that  his  ftaff  of  authority  terrified  the  ignorant  to  the 
extent  of  his  wifhes, 

46  Another  night,  walking  towards  the  back  part  of  St. 
Paulks,  faid  the  Marfhal  to  the  buckle-maker,  I  will  now  fhew 
you  a  brandy  fhop  that  entertains  no  company  but  whores  and 

thieves* 


f  JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies.  315 

thieves.  This  is  a  houfe  for  our  purpofe,  and  I  am  informed, 
that  a  woman  of  the  town,  who  frequents  it,  has  lately,  de¬ 
cently  robbed  a  gentleman  of  his  watch  and  pocket-book  ; 
the  advice  I  received  from  her  companion,  wTith  whom  I  have 
a  good  underftanding.  We  will  go  into  the  houfe,  and  if 
we  can  find  this  woman,  I  will  aflame  a  more  ftern  coun-  - 
te  iance  (tho’  at  beft,  I  look  like  an  infernal)  and,  by  conti¬ 
nued  threats,  extort  a  confeflion,  and  by  that  means  get  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  watch  and  pocket-book  ;  in  order  to  which,  do 
you  ilily  accoft  her  companion — here  he  defcribed  her, — 

.call  to  her,  and  inform  her,  your  mafter  is  in  a  d - d  ill 

humour,  and  fwears,  if  fhe  don’t  inftantly  make  a  difcovery 
where  the  watch  and  pocket-book  may  be  found,  at  fartheft 
by  to-morrow,  he  will  certainly  fend  her  to  the  Compter, 
and  thence  to  the  Workhoufe.  The  means  being  thus  con¬ 
certed  to  gain  the  valuable  goods,  both  mailer  and  man  en¬ 
tered  the  fhop,  in  purfuit  of  the  game,  and,  according  to  ex¬ 
pectation,  they  found  the  perfon  wanted,  with  feveral  others; 
whereupon  the  marfhal  fhewing  an  engaged  countenance,  be¬ 
coming  the  deilgn,  and  the  buckle-maker  being  obliged  to  fol¬ 
low  his  example,  the  company  faid,  that  the  mafter  and  man 
fooked  as  four  as  two  devils,  —  devils,  faid  the  Marfhal,  I 
will  make  fome  of  you  devils,  if  you  don’t  immediately  difco- 
yer  the  watch  and  pocket  book  I  am  employed  to  procure. 
We  don’t  know  your  meaning,  fir,  anfwered  fome,  Who  do 
you  difcourfe  to?  faid  others,  we  know  nothing  of  it.  The 
Marfhal  replied  in  a  more  foft  tone,  You  are  ungrateful  to 
the  laft:  degree,  to  deny  me  this  fmall  requeft,  when  1  never 
was  let  into  the  fecret  of  any  thing  to  be  taken  from  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  but  1  communicated  it  to  you,  defcribing  the  perfon 
fo  exadlly,  that  you  could  not  qaiftake  the  man  ;  and  there  is 
fo  little  got  at  this  rate,  that  the  devil  may  trade  with  you 
for  me.  This  fpeech  being  over,  the  Marfhal  gave  a  nod  to 
his  man,  who,  in  obedience  to  his  mafter’s  motions,  and  his 
former  commands,  called  one  of  the  women  to  the  door,  and 
telling  the  ftory  above  directed  ;  the  female  anfwered,  Un- 
confcionable  devil !  when  he  gets  five  or  ten  guineas,  not  to 
beftow  above  five  or  ten  fhillings  upon  us  unfortunate  wretch¬ 
es  :  but,  however,  rather  thaq  go  to  the  Compter,  I’ll  try  what 
is  to  be  done.  The  woman  returning  to  the  Marfhal,  afked 
him,  what  he  would  give  for  the  delivery  of  the  watch,,  be¬ 
ing  feven  or  eight  pounds  in  value,  and  the  pocket-book  hav¬ 
ing  in  it  f  veral  notes  and  goldfmith’s  bills  :  to  which  the  » 
Marfhal  anfwered,  a  guinea ;  and  told  her.  it  was  much  better 
{0  comply,  than  to  go  to  Newgate,  which  fhe  muft  certainly 
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expedf  upon  her  refufal.  The  woman  replied,  that  the  watch 
was  in  pawn  for  40s.  and  if  he  did  not  advance  that  fum,  fhe 
fhould  be  obliged  to  ft  rip  herfelf  for  the  redemption.  After 
abundance  of  words,  he  allowed  her  qos  for  the  watch  and 
book,  which  file  accepted,  and  the  watch  was  never  returned 
to  the  owner. 

“  Not  long  after  this,  a  gentleman  in  liquor  dropping  into 
the  Blue-boar,  near  Moor  fields,  with  a  woman  of  the  town, 
immediately  loft  his  watch.  He  applied  to  the  Marfhai,  defi¬ 
ling  bis  aftiftance  ;  but  the  buckle-maker  being  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  walk  between  Cripplegate  and  Moorfields,  had 
the  fortune  to  find  the  woman.  The  mafter  immediately 
feized  her,  on  notice  given,  and  by  vehement  threatenings, 
obliged  her  to  a  confeftion,  She  declared,  that  flic  had  ftolen 
the  watch,  and  carried  it  to  a  woman  who  kept  a  brandy- 
fhop  near,  defiring  her  to  aftift  in  the  fale  of  it.  The  miftrefs 
of  the  brandy-fhop  readily  anfwered,  (he  had  it  from  an  ho- 
neft  young  woman  that  frequented  her  houfe,  whofe  hufband 
was  gone  to  fea ;  whereupon  fhe  pawned  the  watch  for  its 
value,  and  ordered  the  fale,  This  ftory  feeming  reafonable, 
the  watch  maker  purchafed  the  watch,  and  gave  the  money 
agreed  for  it,  which  was  50s.  Thus- the  fale  of  the  watch 
being  difeovered,  the  Ma'fhal  with  his  fluff  and  aftiftants, 
immediately  repaired  to  the  watch-maker’^  houfe,  and  feized 
the  \Yatch-maker  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  perfon  would  do 
the  greateft  cri«r  inals ;  he  carried  him  to  a  public  houfe,  tel  - 
Jing  him,  that  it  he  did  not  forthwith  fend  for  the  watch,  he 
fhould  be  committed  to  Newgate. 

44  The  watch-maker  not  beinp-  anv  ways  accuftomed  to 
unfair  dealings,  mredlty  anfwered,  that  he  bought  the  watch, 
and  the  .perfon  he  had  it  of,  would  produce  the  woman  that 
ftole  it,  if  it  were  ftolen,  the  woman  being  then  p(efent.  T  he 
Marfhai  replied,  he  had  no  bufmefs  with  the  perfons  that  ftole 
the  watch,  but  with  him  in  whofe  pofleftion  it  was  found,  and 
that,  if  he  dtd  not  inftantly  fend  for  the  watch,  and  deliver 
it,  without  infilling  upon  any  money,  but  on  the  contrary, 
return  him  thanks  for  his  civility,  which  defer ved  five  or  ten 
pieces,  he  would,  without  delay,  fend  him  to  Newgate.  Upon 
which  the  innocent  watch-maker  being  much  fuhprized,  fent 
for  the  watch,  and  furrendered  it  ’to. him.  And  fince  that  he 
has  been  well  fatisfied,  for  the  perfon  who  owned  the  watch 
made  a  prefent  to  the  Marfhai  of  three  guineas  for  his  trou¬ 
ble,  and  the  poor  watch-maker  never  had  a  far  thing  for  his 
50  millings.  This  ftory  and  the  following,,  fuiftcientiy  demon- 
Urate  the  honefty  of  the  City  Marshall. 


44  Some 
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cc  Some  time  ago,  a  bifket  baker  near  Wapplng,  having 
loft  a  pocket  book,  wherein  was,  among  other  papers,  an 
Exchequer  bill  for  iool.  applied  himfelf  to  the  Marfhahs  man, 
the  buckle  maker,  for  the  recovery  thereof ;  the  buckle  ma¬ 
ker  advifed  him  to  advertife  it,  and  ftop  the  payment  of  the 
bill,  which  he  did  accordingly  ;  but  having  no  account  of  his 
bill,  he  came  to  the  buckle  maker  feyeral  times  about  it,  ancj 
at  length  he  told  him,  there  had  been  with  him  a  tall  man, 
with  a  long  peruke  and  fword,  calling  himfelf  the  City  Mar- 
ftial,  and  afked  him,  if  he  had  loft  his  pocket  book  ?  The 
bifket  baker  anfwered,  Yes,  defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for 
afking  him  fuch  a  queftion,  and  whether  he  could  give  him 
any  intelligence.  He  replied,  No,  he  could  not  give  him 
any  intelligence  of  it  as  yet,  but  defired  to  be  informed,  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  employed  any  perfon  to  learch  after  it  ?  To  which 
the  bifket  baker  anfwered,  he  had  employed  one  Wild.  Up¬ 
on  which  the  Marfhal  told  him,  he  was  under  a  miftake,  for 
he  fhould  have  applied  to  him,  who  was  the  only  perfon  in 
England  that  could  have  fervtd  him,  being  well  allured  it 
was  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  Wild,  or  any  of  thofe  fel¬ 
lows,  to  know  where  it  was,  (whi  h  was  very  certain,  he 
iaaving  it  at  that  time  in  his  cuftody)  and  defired  to  know 
the  reward  that  would  be  given.  The  gentleman  anfwered, 
he  would  give  id.  The  Marfhal  replied,  that  a  greater 
reward  fhould  be  offered,  for  that  Exchequer  bills,  and  thofe 
things  were  ready  money,  and  could  immediately  be  fold,  and 
that,  if  he  had  employed  him  in  the  beginning,  and  offered 
40  or  50I.  he  would  have  ferved  him.  The  bifket  baker 
acquainting  Wild  with  the  ftory.  Wild  gave  it  him  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  pocket  book  was  in  the  Marfhaf  s  poiTeffion,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  continue  advertising 
it,  he  being  well  aflured,  that  the  marfhal  would  not  have 
taken  the  pains  to  find  out  the  bifket  baker,  unlefs  he  knew 
how  to  get  at  it.  Upon  the  whole.  Wild  advifed  the  bifket 
baker  rather  to  advance  his  bidding,  coniiclering  what  hands 
the  note  was  in,  and  for  that  the  Marfhal  had  often  told  his 
fervant,  how  eaftly  he  could  diipofe  of  Bank  notes  and  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  at  gaming-houfes,  which  he  very  much  fre¬ 
quented.  Purfuant  to  this  advice,  the  owner  at  Lift  went  a 
lecond  time  to  the  Marfhal,  anti  bid  forty  pounds  for  his  pock¬ 
et  book  and  bill.  Zounds,  iir,  (aid  the  Marfhal,  you  are  too 
late  !  which  was  all  the  fatisfabf  ion  he  nave  him.  Thus  the 
poor  bifket  baker  was  tricked  out  of  his  Exchequer  bill.  But 
it  happened  a  fmail  time  after,  that  forne  of  the  young  fry  of 
pick-pockets,  under  the  tujtion  of  the  Marfhal,  fell  out  in 

fhariiw 

\ 


3i 8  JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies. 

faring  the  money  given  them  for  this  very  pocket  book  $ 
whereupon  one  of  them  came  to  the  perfon  firft  employed  by 
the  bifket  baker,  and  difcovered  the  whole  matter,  viz.  Thar 
he  had  fold  the  bifket  baker’s  pocket  book,  with  the  hundred 
pound  Exchequer  note  in  it,  and  other  bills,  to  the  city  mar- 
fbal,  at  a  tavern  in  Alderfga.te-ftreet,  for  four  or  five  guineas. 
The  perfon  to  whom  the  boy  applied  him felf,  a-fked  him  what 
fort  of  a  perfon  the  gentleman  was  he  took  it  from,  who  rea¬ 
dily  anfwered,  that  he  was  a  lufty  elderly  man,  with  light 
hair,  which  was  v.ery  apparent  to  be  the  fame  perfon.  There 
are  feveral  living  who  will  juftify  this  account  pf  the  whole 
affair,  and  the  Exchequer  bill  was  never  returned  to  the  own¬ 
er,  but  paid  to-  another  perfon,  though  it  could  never  be  traced 
back. 

“  This  account,  entirely  fadl,  contains  a  charge  far  greater 
than  any  the  marfhal  has  pretended  to  fix  upon  the  thief- taker, 
as  he  {files  him. 

ii  Farther  £0  fhew  the  dealings  and  good  correfpondence 
between  the  marfhal  and  the  thieves  and  pick-pockets  aboup 
jtowp,  I  think  it  proper  to  infert  the  following  dory  ; 

4‘  Some  time  fince  when  a  perfon  flood  in  the  pillory  near 
Cbaring-crpfs,  a  gentleman  in  the  crowd  was  deprived  of  q 
pocket  book,  which  had  in  it  bills  and  lottery  tickets,  to  the 
value  of  feveral  hundred  pounds ;  and  a  handfome  reward 
was  at  firft  'off-  red  for  it  in  q  public  advertifement,  thirty 
pounds  at  leafh  7'he  Marfhal  haying  q  fufpicion,  that  a  fa¬ 
mous  pick-pocket,  known  by  his  lame  hand,  had  taken  the 
book,  he  Replied  to  him,  and  to  enforce  a  confeffton  and  de¬ 
livery,  told  him,  with  a  great  deal  of  affurance,  that  he  muft 
be  the  perfon,  iuch  a  man,  with  a  lame  hand,  being  deferi- 
bed  by  the  gentleman,  to  be  near  him,  and  whom,  he  was 
certain,  had  ftolen  his  book.  In  fhort,  fays  he,  you  had  thp 
book,  and  you  muft  bring  it  to  me,  and  you  fha.ll  (hare  the 
reward  j  but  if  you  refufp  to  comply  with  fuch  advantageous 
terms,  you  muft  never  expect  to  come  ’within  the  city  gates  $ 
for  if  you  do,  Bridewell  at  lead,  if  not  Newgate,  {hall  t  g 
your  reiidence.  After  feveral  meetings,  the  Marfiur?  old 
friend  could  not  deny  that  he  had  the  pocket  book,  but  he 
laid  to  the  Marfhal,  I  did  net  expedft  this  rigorous  treatment 
from  you,  after  the  fervices  I  have  done  you,  in  concealing  you 
feveral  times,  and  by  that  means  keeping  you  out  of  a  goal. 
It  is  not  the  way  to  expedi  any  future  fervie'e,  when  all  my 
former  good  offices  are  forgotten.  The  Marfhal,  notwith- 
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(landing  thefe  reafons  given,  ftill  infilled  upon  what  he  had  at 
firft  propofed  ;  and,  at  length,  the  pick  pocket  confidering, 
that  he  could  not  repair  to  the  Exchange,  or  elfewhere,  to 
follow  his  pilfering  employment,  without  the  Marfhal’s  con- 
fent,  and  fearing  to  be  a  mark  of  his  revenge,  he  condefcended 
to  part  with  the  pocket-book,  upon  terms  reafonable  between 
buyer  and  fell  r  :  whereupon,  fays  the  Marfhal,  I  loft  all  my 
money  laft  night  at  gaming,  except  a  gold  watch  in  my 
pocket,  which  I  believe  there  will  be  no  enquiry  after,  it  coming 
to  hand  by  an  intrigue  with  a  famous  woman  of  the  town, 
whom  the  gentleman  will  be  afhamed  to  profecule,  for  fear  of 
expoilng  himfeif.  I  will  exchange  goods  for  goods  with  you* 
So  that  the  pick-pocket,  rather  than  he  would  rifk  the  con- 
fequences  of  difobliging  his  mailer,  concluded  a  bargain.5 1 

<c  I  now  prefent  you  with  a  ftory,  which  fhews  the  Marshal’s 

4e  prodigious  courage  and  forward nefs  to  hang  burglars, 

44  even  his  own  pupils,  for  the  reward. 

44  One  night,  not  far  from  St.  Paul’s,  the  Marfhal,  and 
the  buckle-maker,  his  man,  met  with  a  detachment  of  pick- 
pocket-boys,  who  inftantly,  at  the  fight  of  their  mailer, 
took  to  their  heels  and  ran  away.  The  Buckle-maker  a  iked 
the  meaning  of  their  furprize  :  to  which  the  Marfhal  anfwered, 
I  know  their  meaning,  a  pack  of  rogues  !  they  were  to  have 
met  me  in  the  fields  this  morning  with  a  book,  I  am  informed 
they  have  taken  from  a  gentleman,  and  they  are  afraid  of  be¬ 
ing  fecured  for  their  difobedience  :  there  is  Jack  Jones  among 
them  :  we  will  catch  the  rafcals.  Upon  which  Jack  Jones 
running  behind  a  coach  to  ma<e  his  efcape,  was  taken  by  the 
Marfhal  and  his  man.  The  mailer  carried  him  to  a  tavern, 
and  threatened  him  feverely,  telling  him  he  believed  thev 
were  turned  houfe  breakers,  and  that  they  were  concerned  in 
a  burglary  lately  committed  by  four  young  criminals.  This 
happening  to  be  fa£ta  and  the  boy  fearing  the  Marfhal  had 
been  informed  of  it,  he,  for  his  own  fecurity,  confefted,  the 
Marfhal  promifing  to  lave  his  life  on  his  becoming  evidence  : 
whereupon  the  Marfhal  committed  the  boy  to  the  Compter 
till  the  next  morning,  when  he  carried  him  before  a  juftice  of 
the  peace,  who  took  his  information,  and  iflued  a  warrant  for 
the  apprehending  his  companions.  Notice  being  given  where 
the  criminals  were  to  be  found,  viz.  at  a  houfe  in  Beach- 
Lane,  the  Marfhal  and  his  man  went  privately  in  the  night 
thither;  and  liftening  at  the  d#or,  they  over-heard  the  boys,  with 
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fevera!  others  in  a  mixed  company.  They  entered  the  hotsfeV 
where  they  met  ten  or  eleven  perfons,  who  were  in  a  great 
rage,  enquiring  what  bufinefs  the  Marfhal  had  there,  and  fa¬ 
inted  him  with  a  few  damn  ye’s,  which  occafioned  the  Mar¬ 
fhal  to  make  a  prudent  retreat,  pulling  the  door  after  him, 
and  leaving  his  little  man  to  the  mercy  of  the  favage  company. 
Inafliort  fpace  the  Marfhal  returned  with  eight  or  ten  watch¬ 
men  and  a  conftable  ;  and,  at  the  door,  the  Marfhal  out  of 
his  daftardiy  difpofition,  though  his  pretence  was  a  ceremonious 
refpedl,  obliged  the  conftable  to  go  in  firft,  but  the  conftable 
and  Marfhal  were  both  fo  long  in  their  compliments,  that 
the  man  thought  neither  of  them  would  enter  in,  at  laft  the 
conftable  entering  with  his  long  ftaft  extended  before  him,  the 
Marfhal  manfully  followed,  crying  cut,  Where  are  the  rebel 
villains  ?  Why  don’t  ye  fecure  them  t  The  buckle- maker  an- 
fwered,  that  they  were  under  the  table,  upon  which  the  conftable 
pulled  out  the  juvenile  offenders,  neither  of  them  being  above 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  two  boys  now  taken  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate :  but  the  fadt  being  committed  in  the 
county  of  hurrey,  they  were  afterwards  removed  to  the 
Marfhalfea-Prifon.  The  aftizes  coming  on  at  Kingfton,  and 
Jones  giving  his  evidence  againlt  his  companions  before  the 
grand  jury,  the  bill  was  found,  and  the  Marfhal  indorfed  his 
name  on  the  back  of  it,  to  have  the  honour  of  being  an  evi¬ 
dence  againft  thefe  monftrous  houfe-breakers.  On  the  trial, 
the  nature  of  the  fa£t  was  declared  t  but  the  parents  of  the 
offenders  appeared,  and  fatisfied  the  court  that  the  Marfhal 
was  the  occafion  of  the  ruin  of  thefe  boys,  by  taking  them 
Into  the  fields,  and  encouraging  them  in  the  dealing  of 
pocket  books  :  and  told  him,  on  his  affirming  they  were 
thieves,  that  he  had  made  them  fuch.  The  judge  cbferving 
the  Marfhai’s  views  were  more  to  get  the  reward  of  forty- 
pounds  thdh  to  do  juftice,  fummed  up  the  charge  to  the  jury 
in  favour  of  the  boys,  who  were  thereupon  acquitted,  and 
the  Marfhal  reprimanded.  He  was  fo  enraged  at  this,  and  fo 
angry  with  himfelf  for  not  accufing  the  boys  of  other  crimes, 
that  he  immediately  returned  to  London,  and  left  his  man  to 
4ifcharge  the  whole  reckoning  at  Kingfton,” 

To  relate  all  the  villainous  tranfaclions  of  the  City -Marfhal., 
would  require  a  volume. 

Let  us  now  return  to  Wild,  at  his  lodgings  in  the  Gld~ 
Bailey  3  where  we  left  him  in  the  year  1715. 
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If  his  people,  as  he  ufed  to  call  them,  obeyed  his  or¬ 
ders  in  letting  him  into  the  fecrets  of  their  robberies,  and 
committing  the  goods  to  his  difpofal,  he  a  flu  red  them, 
that  they  might  depend  upon  his  prote&ion  ;  and,  indeed, 
he  had  fo  much  honour,  that  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power,  he 
always  performed  whattthe  promifed  them.  This  punctuality 
fo  eftablifhed  his  credit,  that  if  he  lent  for  any  of  them,  with 
a  promife  of  a  fafe  conduct,  they  would  go  to  him  direCUy, 
though  they  knew  it  was  in  bis  power  to  hang  them  :  when 
they  came,  if  they  agreed  with  his  propofals,  they  parted  good 
friends,  but  if  they  proved  obftinate,  and  though  he  had  an 
information  againfi:  them,  he  would  fay,  I  have  given  you 
my  word,  that  you  fhould  come  and  go  in  fafety,  and  fo  you 
fhall — but  look  to  yourfelf,  for  when  you  fee  me  again,  you 
fee  ah  enemy. 

Nor  is  it  a  wonder  that  he  acquired  fo  great  an  afcendency 
over  them,  when  he  was  not  only  willing,  but  generally  able 
to  keep  his  word,  whether  it  was  to  hang  them,  or  fave  them. 
If  they  had  followed  his  inftruCtions,  they  were  fure  he  would 
not  diflurb  them  ;  and  though  they  were  apprehended  by 
others,  he  feldom  failed  of  procuring  their  difcharge  in  a  little 
time:  he  ufually  got  them  to  be  admitted  evidences,  by  pre¬ 
tending  they  were  capable  of  making  large  informations  again  if 
others,  and  in  this  cafe,  if  he  found  they  were  not  fufficiently 
provided  with  particulars,  he  would  furnifli  them  with  pri- 
va‘e  memorandums  of  his  own  :  if  by  fitch  means  he  could 
not  prevent  their  coming  to  a  trial,  he  would  fome  how 
contrive  to  keep  the  principal  witneffes  againft  them  out 
of  the  way,  at  the  time  when  the  prifoners  were  called 
to  the  bar,  and  then  they  would  be  difcharged  for  want  of  evi¬ 
dence. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  any  of  his  people  pre¬ 
fumed  to  be  independent,  and  took  upon  them  to  difpofe  of 
what  they  Hole,  without  con  halting  him,  and  fubmiiting  to 
his  terms,  or  by  any  other  act  of  rebellion,  forfeited  his  fa¬ 
vour,  they  were  fure  to  feel  the  effects  of  it.  In  fuch  a  cafe 
nobody  could  be  fo  vigilant  as  Jonathan,  to  bring  the  offen¬ 
der  to  juftice,  and  as  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  their 
places  of  refort,  there  was  no  efcaping  his  hands. 

Thus,  by  puniftiing  the  difobedienr,  he  not  only  got  the 
reward  allowed  for  convicting- them,  but  eftablifhed  his  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  others,  and  at  the  fame  time  appeared  to  have 
fome  pretence  to  the  character  of  being;  a  ferviceable  man  to 
the  public. 

If  fome,  who  could  make  free  with  him,  queftioned 
hovr  he  could  carry  on  fuch  a  trade  of  reftoring  ftole ti 
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goods  without  being  in  a  confederacy  with  the  thieves  f 
He  would  anfwer,  I  have,  Indeed,  a  large  acquaintance 
among  fuch  fort  of  people,  and  when  I  hear  that  fuch  sr 
Jobbery  has  been  committed  at  fuch  a  time,  and,  that  fuch 
and  fuch  goods  have  been  taken  away,  1  fend  to  enquire  af¬ 
ter  the  fu fpecled  perfons,  and  order  word  to  be  left  at  the 
mo  ft  likely  places  for  them  to  hear  of  it,  that  if  they  will 
caufe  the  goods  to  be  carried  to  fuch  a  place,  they  (hall  re  * 
Ceiye  fuch  a  reward,  and  no  queftions  fhall  be  afked  them  : 
»nd  where  is  the  harm  of  all  this  ?  I  neither  fee  the  thief,  nor 
receive  the  goods.  This  was  his  account  of  the  matter,  and 
they  could,  get  no  other. 

We  fhall  now  defeend  to  home  particulars  of  his  manage¬ 
ment, 

A  lady  went  in  her  chair  to  pay  a  vifit  in  Piccadilly : 
The  chairmen  left  the  chair  at  the  door,  and  waited  for  her 
xeturn  at  a  neighbouring  ale-houfe,  and  while  they  were 
drinking,  the  chair,  with  the  velvet  feat  and  furniture,  was 
carried  entirely  off.  The  chairmen  immediately  applied  to 
Wild,  and  after  taking  his  ufual  fee  of  a  crown,  he  told 
them,  that  he  would  confider  of  it,  and  defired  them  to  call 
in  a  day  or  two  :  they  came  accordingly  ;  Wild  infifted  upon  a 
confiderable  reward,  which  they  paid  him,  and  then  he  bid 
them  be  fure  to  attend  the  prayera  at  LincoInVlnn  chapel 
the  next  morning.  They  went  thither  at  the  time  appointed, 
and  were  equally  furprifed  and  pleafed  to  find  their  lady’s 
chair  under  the  piazzas  of  the  chapel,  with  the  feats  and  fur¬ 
niture  in  the  fame  condition  as  when  they  loft  if. 

On  Saturday  night,  March  31,  1716,  Mrs.  Knap,  a 
widow  gentlewoman,  and  her  fon,  coming  from  Sadlcr’s- 
Wells,  were  attacked  in  Jockey-Fields  by  five  footpads, 
and  Lie  was  murdered.  A  large  reward  was  offered  for 
difcoveri.ng  the  villains.  A  little  after  this  murder,  I  homas 
Middiethwaite,  Efq;  was  attacked  in  his  coach  near  the 
Pindar  of  Wakefield,  by  the  fame  rogues;  but,  upon  his  fir¬ 
ing  a  blunderbufs,  and  wounding  one  of  them,  they  difperfed 
without  robbing  him. 

Jonathan  immediately  made  if  his  bufmefs  to  find  out 
the  murderers :  by  the  defeription  given  him  of  fome  of 
them,  he  knew  the  whole  gang,  which  were  Will  White, 
Tom  Thurland,  Jack  Chapman,  alias  Ned  Darvel,  Tim 
Dun,  and  Ifaac  Rag.  Qn  the  Sunday  fe’n night,  after  the 
fact,  he  received  intelligence,  that  Will  White,  and  feveral 
other  rogues  were  a  merry-making  at  Jack  Wetherly’s  cafe  in 
Newtoner’s  Lane;  upon  which,  taking  his  man  Abraham 
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■with  him,  he  went  thither  and  feized  him,  and  broug1  hirjn 
away  in  a  coach  about  midnight.  As  foon  as  he  was  iecured, 
word  was  brought  to  Jonathan,  that  one  James  Aires,  againfk 
whom  he  likewife  had  an  information,  was  in  company  with  a 
woman  at  the  Bell-Inn  in  Smithfield.  Wild  and  his  afiiflants 
went  thither,  and  were  not  difpleafed  to  find  they  were 
miftaken  in  their  man,  for  inftead  of  Aires,  the  perfon  proved 
to  be  Thurland.  They  met  him  under  the  gate-way,  armed 
with  two  brace  of  piftols  ;  but  coming  upon  him  fttddenly,  they 
prevented  his  firing.  Next  night  they  went  to  a  cafe  in 
White-Horfe- Alley  in  Drury -Lane,  where  they  met  with 
Darvel,  alias  Chapman,  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  arm 
by  Mr.  Middiethwaite.  Soon  after  this,  there  being  another 
information  againfi:  Ifaac  Rag  for  burglary,  Jonathan  found 
him'at  one  of  his  haunts  in  St.  Giles’s  :  he  was  carried  before 
a  juftice,  where  he  informed  againfi:  twenty-two  of  his  ac¬ 
complices^  houfe-breakers,  footpads,  and  receivers  of  ftolen 
.goods,  upon  which  he  was  admitted  an  evidence.  In  Jan. 

J  714-15,  Rag  was  convidted  of  a  mifdemeanor,  in  entering 
the  yard  of  Thomas  Powell,  with  an. intent  to  fteal  his  goods. 
He  was  found  in  a  dufl-hole  with  a  piilol,  fome  matches,  and 
feveral  pick-lock  keys  upon  him.  His  fentence  was  to  Hand 
three  times  in  the  pillory.  In  Odlober,  1715,  he  was  in¬ 
didled  for  breaking  the  houfe  of  Elizabeth  Stan  well,  Aug. 
24,  but  acquitted. 

On  the  1.8th  of  May  1716,  William  White,  Thomas 
Thurland,  and  John  Chapman,  alias  Edward  Darvel,  were 
indidled,  at  the  Sefiions-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey,  for  afiault- 
ing  John  Knap,  gent,  on  the  highway,  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  .taking  from 
him  a  hat  and  wig,  March  31,  1716. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indidled  for  the  murder  of 
Mary  Knap,  widow:  White  by  difcharging  a  piftol  loaded 
with  powder  and  bullets,  and  thereby  giving  her  one  mortal 
wound,  of  which  fhe  inftantly  died,  May  31,  1716;  and 
Thurland  and  Chapman  for  aiding  and  afiifting  him  in  the  (aid 
murder. 

They  were  a  third  time  indidled  for  aflaulting  John 
Gough  on  the  highway,  and  robbing  him  of  a  brown  geld¬ 
ing,  value  five  pounds,  a  fuit  of  deaths,  and  fome  mo¬ 
sey. 

William  White  was  a  fourth  time  indidled  with  James 
Rufiel,  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  George  Barclay, 
and  Healing  divers  goods,  April  i,  1716. 
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John  Chapman  was  a  fourth  time  ind  idled  for  breaking 
the  houfe  of  Henry  Crofs,  and  Healing  five  pifiols,  March  3, 
1755-16. 

White  and  Thurland  refufed  to  plead, and  Hood  obflinately, 
without  (peaking  or  holding  up  their  hand  ,  upon  which  the 
court  ordered  the  judgment  to  be  read  which  the  law  has 
appointed  in  fuch  cafes.  The  two  prifoners  however,  con¬ 
tinued  mute.  The  court  dire  died  their  thumbs  to  be  tied 
together  with  whipcord  :  this  was  done  by  two  oilicers,  who 
drew  the  cord  tight  with  their  whole  force,  and  fo  held  it 
for  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  working  no  effecd,  the 
court  palled  fentence  upon  them  to  be  preffed  to  death. 
When  they  found  by  this,  there  was  no  efcaping,  they  both 
pleaded,  Not  guilty,  and  afterwards  challenged  all  the  jury  ; 
upon  which  a  new  jury  was  impanelled,  and  the  wifnefle* 
were  (worn. 

The  firjl  and  fee  on  d  IndlMmeni. 

Mr.  Knap.  A  gentleman,  who  had  made  my  mother  a 
vifit  a  few  days  before  her  death,  among  other  things  in  con- 
verfation,  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  how  well  he  had  been  fatis- 
fied  with  the  diyerfion  he  had  met  with  at  SadlerVwells, 
which  made  my  mother  very  defirous  to  fee  it-  Accordingly, 
on  the  evening  that  proved  fatal  to  her,  we  both  went  thither; 
we  ftaid  there  till  ten  at  night,  and  then  I  got  a  link  at  the 
bar,  and  lighting  it,  we  came  away  together.  Nothing  hap¬ 
pened  till  we  got  within  forty  yards  of  the  houfes,  near 
Gray’s  inn  garden  wall,  and  then  we  met  with  a  foldier ;  we 
did  not  much  like  him,  but  he  proved  to  be  a  very  honeft 
fellow  :  he  palled  us,  and  in  an  inftant,  fome  fellows  coming 
up,  my  link  was  blown  out,  my  hat  and  wig  were  taken  off, 
and  I  was  knocked  down,  upon  which  my  mother  (creamed 
out,  and  thereupon  one  of  them  fired  a  pifiol  clbfe  by  me, 
and  immediately  I  heard  my  mother  cry.  Lord  help  me  !  help 
me  !  and  then  the  rogues  fled.  I  went  to  the  houfes  for  help, 
and  the  foldier  came  to  my  affiftance.  Having  lighted  rny 
link,  I  went  back  and  found  my  mother  upon  the  ground. 

Ijaac  Rag.  I  and  the  prifoners  were  concerned  in  this 
fa£i ;  but  White  was  the  man  that  killed  the  gentlewoman, 
for  each  of  us  had  a  piftoi  with  a  brace  of  bullets9  and  after 
the  fa£t,  we  went  to  drink  together,  and  we  all  pulled  out 
our  piffols  to  fee  who  had  fired,  and  we  found  that  White  had 
difgharged  his ;  we  afked  him  why  be  did  fo  ?  and  he  (aid. 
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he  did  it  to  frighten  the  woman,  and  make  her  hold  her 
tongue. 

Another  witnefs  depofed,  that  he  heard  White  confefs  that 
he  {hot  Mrs.  Knap,  tho’  he  Laid,  he  did  not  intend  it,  but 
only  fired  to  frighten  her. 

The  jury  found  them  guilty  of  both  indidlments* 

Third  Indictment, 

*  •  f 

Mr.  Gough,  Between  Holloway  .and  the  halfway- houfe,  I 
was  robbed  by  five  or  fix  men  ;  they  took  aw  ay  my  horfe, 
and  all  my  cloaths.  Thurland  was  one  of  them,  and  he  pul¬ 
led  off  my  breeches,  and  then  they  bound  me  naked  as  I  was, 
and  threw  me  into  a  held,  where  they  left  me  without  com- 
fort,  but  promifed  to  fend  me  fome  company. 

Ifaac  Rag.  I  and  the  prifoners,  and  Tim  Dunn  and  Wil|» 
Parker,  whp  are  not  yet  taken,  committed  this  robbery. 

The  jury  found  them  all  guilty  of  this  Indictment. 

White  and  Rujfel  were  likewife,  on  Ragg’s  evidence,  con- 
yiHed  of  breaking  Mr.  Barclay’s  houfe. 

On  the  laft  indictment  againff  Chapman,  Ragg  depofed, 
that  he  and  the  prifoner  broke  open  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Crofs, 
and  ftole  the  five  piilois,  which  were  divided  among  the  gang 
that  killed  Mrs.  Knap. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  felony. 

Jjfter  Condemnation. 

White  faid  he  was  born  in  London,  had  ferved  aboard  fe- 
veral  men  of  war  for  10  years,  and  owned  he  was  guilty  of 
the  facts  for  which  he  fuffered,  but  confefled  nothing  more. 

Chapman  faid,  he  was  born  at  Laytonffone  in  Effex,  and 
was  by  trade  a  gardener.  He  confefled  hirnfelf  guilty  of 
the  crimes  he  was  conviHed  of,  but  would  own  nothing 
farther. 

Thurland  faid,  he  was  born  at  Hertford,  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and  had  fome  time  kept  a  fliop  at  Colchefter.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  offences  for  which  he  was  condemned. 


White ,  Chapman ,  and  Thurland  were  hanged  at  1  yburn, 
June  8,  1716®  White  aged  34,  Chapman  32,  and  1  hurland 
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30 ;  Timothy  Dunn  was  no<-  yet  taken,  for  he  had  removed 
his  lodging,  and  kept  himfelf  fo  clofe,  that  not  a  word  was 
to  be  heard  of  him  at  any  of  the  .cafes.  But  this  did  not  dif- 
courage  Jonathan  ;  he  knew  that  the  fellow  could  not  live 
long  in  fuch  a  private  manner,  for  he  muft  either  follow  the 
old  bufinefs,  orftarve;  and  what  is  more,  Jonathan  offered 
to  lay  a  wager  of  ten  guineas  that  he  would  have  him  before 
the  next  feffions ;  fome  of  his  acquaintance  accepted  the  offer, 
and  the  money  was  depofited. 

Dunn,  grown  weary  of  his  confinement,  and  willing  to 
know  if  Wild  was  fill  in  queft  of  him,  fent  his  wife  to  get 
"■what  intelligence  (he  could.  She  was  acquainted  at  Mrs. 
Seagoe’s,  where  Jonathan  lodged,  (lie  therefore  went  thi¬ 
ther  and  (laid  all  the  afternoon.  What  information  (he  gain¬ 
ed  is  uncertain ;  but  when  (he  went  away  in  the  evening. 
Wild  fent  a  man  after  her  to  dog  her  home.  She  took  water 
at  Black-Friars,  and  crofted  to  the  Faulcon.  He  followed  in 
another  boat.  She  fufpediing  him,  eroded  again  to  White- 
Friars,  He  was  prefently  after  her,  and  fhe  perceiving  it, 
took  another  boat  to  Lambeth.  He  dill  followed,  but  it  be- 
ing  now  dark,  and  be  keeping  at  a  convenient  didance,  (lie 
thought  (he  had  loft  him,  and  fo  went  diredfly  to  her  lodging 
in  Maid-lane,  near  the  bank-fide  in  Southwark.  But  he 
watched  her  fo  narrowly,  that  he  faw  where  fhe  went  in,  and 
shat  he  might  not  miftake  the  houfe  the  next  day,  he  fet  a 
mark  upon  fhe  door  with  a  piece  of  chalk,  and  then  returned 
with  the  news  of  his  fuccefs. 

Early  in  the  morning  Wild,  his  man  Abraham,  — — 
Riddlefden,  an  attorney,  and  another,  went  to  Dunn’s  lodg¬ 
ing,  which  was  up  two  pair  of  dairs.  He,  hearing  them, 
at  the  door,  got  out  of  his  back  window  upon  the  roof  of  a 
paptry,  the  lower  end  of  which  was  not  above  feven  or  eight 
feet  from  the  ground.  Abraham  getting  into  the  back  yard, 
and  feeing  Dtfn  upon  the  tiles,  bred  a  piftpl  and  wounded  him. 
in  the  (boulder,  fo  that  he  rolled  down  into  the  yard,  and 
then,  though  there  was  no  fear  of  his  efcaping,  Riddlefden 
came  and  (hot  him  in  the  face  with  fmall  (hot.  Thus  Jo¬ 
nathan  won  the  ten  guineas,  and  Timothy  was  hanged. 

This  Riddlefden  (or,  as  Wild  calls  him  in  his  lift  Riglef- 
den)  convicted  of  breaking  into  the  Banqueting- houfe, 
and  dealing  plate  from  the  communion-tables  but  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  pardon  on  condition  of  tranfporting  himfelf  within  fix 
months.  He  went  over  fea,  but  it  was  not  long  before  h® 
returned  to  England,  and  found  means  to  marry  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  at  Newcaftk  upon  Tyne  s  but  be- 

for® 
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fore  he  could  get  her  fortune  into  his  own  hands,  he  was  dif- 
covered  and  once  more  committed  to  Newgate.  His  wife 
followed  him  thither,  and  was  brought  to  bed  in  the  goal 
but  her  friends  hearing  where  (he  was,  fetched  her  away,  and 
Riddlefden  ill  requited  her  kindnefs  in  differing  the  hardships 
of  a  prifon  for  the  fake  of  his  company  :  for  he  contradled- 
an  intimacy  with  the  widow  of  Rich.  Revel,  one  of  the  turn¬ 
keys  of  Newgate,  and  if  I  am  not  mifinformed,  married 
her  j  but  be  that  as  it  will)  they  lived  together  as  man  and’ 
wife.  After  making  what  intereft  he  could,  he  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  tranfport  himfelf  a  fecond  time,  upon  which,  taking 
Mrs.  Revel  with  him,  he  went  to  Pennfilvania  ;  but  in  a 
little  while,  a  quarrel  arifing  betwixt  them,  fhe  left  him, 
returned  to  London,  and  took  a  public-houfe  in  Golden-lane*. 
Whithjer  he  went  afterwards,  or  what  became  of  him,  is  very 
uncertain,  and  we  can  only  fay,  that  we  have  not  yet  heard 
of  his  being  hanged. 

Jonathan  got  a  great  deal  of  reputation,  as  well  as  a  hand-, 
fome  reward,  by  his  courage  and  good  management  in  this 
affair  of  madam  Knap.  He  valued  himfelf  much  upon  it,  and 
thought  it  fomething  worth  holding  of,  in  his  anfwer  to  the 
City  Marfhal. 

“  Upon  all  occafions  (fays  he)  no  perfon  has  been  more 
forward  in  apprehending  and  bringing  to  judice  the  bolded: 
of  criminals,  even  to  the  hazard  of  his  life;  particularly  in 
the  cafe  of  the  barbarous  murder  of  Mrs.  Knap,  and  the 
breaking  open  the  bifhop  of  Norwich’s  houfe.”1 

But  had  he  been  thus  forward  on  all  occafions,  (as  he  would 
here  infmuate)  he  might  have  efcaped  that  punifhment  which 
actions  of  a  different  kind  brought  him  to. 

In  February,  1714-15,  Robert  Parrot,  of  St.  James’s,  Weft* 
minder,  was  ind idled  for  breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of 
the  right  reverend  Father  in  God,  Charles,  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Norwich,  and  dealing  a  pair  of  diamond  car-rings,  a  gold 
watch  and  chain,  with  plate  and  wearing  apparel  to  a  very 
great  value,  Augud  18,  1714* 

John  Chance.  The  prifoner  (who  keeps  a  gin  fhop  over-' 
2gaind  the  bifnop’s  houfe  in  King  ftreet,  Wefiminder)  came 
to  me,  and  faid,  there  was  a  large  parcel  of  rich  goods  brought 
from  Norwich  to  the  bidiop’s  houfe,  and  that  he  knew  it,  be- 
caufe  he  helped  to  unload  them,  and  that  he  would  (hew  me 
how  to  get  into  the  houfe.  We  agreed  upon  the  matter* 
and  he  and  1,  ard  Will.  Parker,  who  is  not  yet  taken*  broke 

open- 
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open  the  houfe  and  dole  the  goods,  which  we  fold  to  one 
White,  in  Holborri.  The  ear-rings  for  10I.  and  the  plate  for 
4s.  6d.  an  ounce. 

Guilty.  Death,  'Ho-  Was  afterwards  reprieved  for  Trans¬ 
portation. 

s. 

‘ Jonathan ,  in  his  lift,  calls  this  prifoner  John,  inftead  of 
Robert  Parrot,  and  joins  Will.  Hollins  with  him,  as  if  they 
were  both  concerned  ih  the  fame  fads,  but  in  this  he  fee  ms 
to  be  miftaken,  for,  » 

In  December,  1724,  William  Hofkins  was  indicted  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  houfe  of  Richard  Downs,  and  deal¬ 
ing  80  pair  of  filk  dockings,  and  40  pair  of  worded  dockings^ 
November  2.  The  (hop  was  broke  open  by  boring  holes,  and 
fo  taking  out  fome  pieces  of  boards  on  the  fide  of  the  {hop 
next  Northurnberland-court,  and  part  of  the  goods  were  found 
at  the  prifoner’s  lodgings. 

j'-hn  Chance  depofed.  That  he  and  the  prifoner  committed 
the  fadL  Guilty.  Deaih . 

Either  Jonathan  obferved  but  little  regularity  in  keeping 
his  books,  or  elfe  he  truded  wholly  to  his  memory,  when  he 
drew  up  this  lift*  for  mod  of  his  criminals  are  mifplaced  in 
refpefl  of  time  ;  fome  are  midaken,  and  others  are  charged 
with  fadbs  they  never  committed  \  the  examining  of  all  which 
has  given  me  no  finall  trouble. 

But  not  to  tire  the  reader  with  running  any  farther  back, 
qr  dwelling  upon  trifles,  I  dial!  now  proceed  to  the  trial  of 
Goodman,  alias  Footman,  who,  (after  Robert  Parrot)  was 
the  next  criminal  of  note  that  was  apprehended  by  Wild. 

January  13,  1715-16,  James  Goodman,  alias  Footman,  and 
John  Stephens  of  Stepney,  were  indicted  for  aflaulting  Philip 
White  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking 
from  him  a  bay  gelding,  a  pair  of  fpurs,  and  one  {hilling, 
December,  1715, 

Air.  White .  On  the  qth  of  Ocflober  lad,  between  Srrat- 
ford  and  Ilford,  I  was  met  by  three  men  on  horfe  back,  I  be¬ 
lieve  Goodman  was  one  of  them.  They  took  from  me  my 
horfe,  my  fpurs,  and  a  drilling.  On  the  17th  of  December 
following,  I  met  the  prifoner,  Goodman,  upon  my -horfe  at 
Bow,  in  Middlefex,  and  John  Stephens  was  with  him.  I  fent 
fny  fervant  to  demand  lily  horfe,  and  he  going  up  to  thcmT 
they  both  clapt  fpurs  to  their  horfes,  and  rode  away.  We 
purfued  them,  Goodman  ftadted  a  pbloi  at  me,  but  it  did 
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not  go  off.  Then  they  quitted  their  horfes,  and  got  over  a 
ditch  into  a  field,  upon  which,  I  gave  my  fervant  a  fmall  gun, 
and  ordered  him  to  purfue  them,  which  hs  did.  The  pri- 
loners  fired  twice  at  him,  but  mined  him  ;  he  fired  at  them, 
but  miffed  likewife.  D  — n  it,  fays  one  of  the  prifoners,  we 
will  kill  or  be  killed,  we  won't  be  taken  alive.  Let’s  turn 
upon  them,  and  fire  again,  for  our  lives  are  as  good  as  theirs. 
Upon  this,  my  man  recharged  his  gun  with  fome  pebble- 
11  ones,  and,  firing,  wounded  Goodman  behind  the  head.  He 
presently  fell  down,  and  was  taken.  Another  perfon,  whofis 
name  was  White,  coming  by,  leaped  the  ditch,  and  purfued 
Stevens  with  a  drawn  hanger;  Stevens  perceiving  himfelf 
hard  put  to  it,  presented  two  piflols  at  him  5  White  bid  him. 
fire,- but  told  him,  if  he  miff,  he  would  cleave  his  fkull  ;  and 
thereupon  Sevens  dropped  his  piflols,  and  lurrendered.  We 
took  from  them  two  mufquetoons,  a  fcrew  pifiol,  which  was 
loaded  with  three  bullets,  and  each  of  the  other  piflols  was 
charged  with  two. 

Goodman  called  two  Witnefles. 

The  firfi.  In  November  lad  four  men  came  to  my  inn,  and 
put  up  their  horfes,  one  of  which  was  the  hone  claimed  by 
the  profecutor,  and  had  a  cut  in  his  knee,  and  one  — — • 
Smith  defined  me  to  fend  for  a  farrier  to  cure  the  cut,  which 
I  did;  then  they  all  four  went  away,  and  left  the  hone  to  the 
farrier’s  care,  and,  when  he  was  cured,  Smith’s  brother  came 
and  paid  the  farrier,  and  ordered  me  to  deliver  the  horfe  to 
Goodman. 

The  fecond  witnefs  was  the  farrier,  who  dspofed,  That 
Smith’s  brother  paid  him  for  the  cure. 

But  the  jury  being  of  opinion  that  thefe  witnefles  were 
Goodman’s  accomplices,  they  found  him  guilty. 

After  conviction,  he  was  put  into  the  Bail-dock,  that  be¬ 
ing  thought  the  fafefl  place  after  the  murder  of  Mr.  Spurling 
in  the  hold.  But,  about  feven  o’clock  on  Saturday  night, 
being  a  little  before  he  was  to  receive  fentence,  by  the  af- 
fiflance  of  fome  other  criminals  in  the  fame  place,  he  threw 
himfelf  over  the  top  of  the  Bail-dock,  and  dropped  upon  the 
leads,  from  whence  he  got  over  the  (pikes  into  the  feffions- 
houfe  yard,  and  fo  made  his  efcape  through  the  mob  with  his 
fetters  on.  About  a  month  afterwards  he  returned  to  an  a’e- 
houfe  in  Holborn,  to  treat  with  a  lawyer  about  commencing 
a  fuit  againfl  a  carrier.  Goodman,  before  his  conviction, 
had  given  fome  money  to  this  carrier  to  deliver  to  a  woman 
he  called  his  wife,  in  the  country  ;  but  the  carrier,  hearing 
q  T  t  that 
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that  he  was  convidled,  did  not  deliver  the  money,  but  thought 
it  more  prudent  to  convert  it  to  his  own  ufe. 

While  Goodman  was  confulting  with  his  lawyer  upon 
this  affair,  he  was  feen  by  fomebody  that  knew  him,  and  no¬ 
tice  was  immediately  fent  to  Wild,  and  the  keepers  of  New¬ 
gate,  who,  joining  their  forces,  came  and  fecured  him,  tho’ 
with  no  fmall  difficulty,  for  he  made  an  obftinate  and  def- 
pe1  ate  refiitance  ;  but  at  laft  was  overpowered,  and  at  the 
next  feffions,  was  carried  down  to  the  Old-Bailey,  and  re¬ 
ceived  lenience  of  Death.  r 

He  was  32  years  of  age;  was  born  in  Little-Karwood,  in 
Buckinghamfhire.  His  parents  were  fober,  honeft  people, 
and  gave  him  a  virtuous  education.  He  was  put  appren¬ 
tice  to  a  carpenter,  in  Aylefbury,  whom  he  ferved  feyen 
years.  Soon  after  his  time  was  out,  he,  with  two  more  young 
fellows,  went  out  one  day  in  a  frolick  to  hunt  a  deer,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  a  venifon  pally,  and  be  merry  over  it ;  but  one 
of  them  being  taken,  was  made  an  evidence  againft  him  and 
his  companion,  who  were  conviciied  and  fined  30I.  a-piece  ; 
but  not  being  able  to  pay  it,  they  were  committed  to  Aylef¬ 
bury  goal  for  a  year  and  a  day.  About  two  years  after  his 
difcharge  he  married,  and,  coming  into  bufinefs,  he  lived  in 
good  reputation  for  about  9  years;  but,  then  failing  into  ill 
company,  he  negle&ed  his  trade,  and  became  very  loofe  and 
extravagant,  by  which  he  brought  his  wife  and  children  to 
ruin.  He  con  felled  the  fa£t  of  which  he  was  convicted  ;  and 
that  he  followed  fuch  a  courfe  of  life  for  ten  months  before, 
in  which  time  he  had  committed  feveral  robberies,  but  none 
very  confiderable.  He  begged  pardon  of  God,  and  thole  he 
had  injured. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  March  12,  1715-16,  with 
Jofeph  Hutton,  (whofe  name  is  in  Jonathan’s  lift)  and  nine 
others. 

About  this  time  Arnold  Fowel,  a  notorious  houfe-breaker, 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  Newgate,  for  attempting 
a  burglary  near  Golden-fquare ;  Jonathan  underftanding  that 
he  was  pretty  flufh  of  the  cole,  caufed  it  to  be  intimated  to 
him,  that  he  expe&ed  him  to  come  down,  or  ways  and  means 
would  be  found  to  have  him  topped.  Arnold,  not  believing 
that  it  was  in  Wild’s  power  to  hurt  him,  dared  him  to  do 
his  worft.  And  Wild,  refolving  to  convince  him  of  his  mif- 
take,  exerted  his  utmoft  diligence  to  find  out  whom  he  had 
robbed.  It  was  not  long  before  he  heard  that  Mr.  Eaftlick, 

a  glafs- 
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a  glafs-grinder,  at  Fleet-ditch,  was  one,  whofe  houfe  had 
been  broke  open  by  Powel.  Wild  applied  to  Mr.  Eaftiick, 
a  profecution  was  agreed  on,  and  a  bill  was  found  for  the 
burglary.  This  brought  Powel  to  repentance,  and  fo  he  {frock; 
up  a  peace  with  Jonathan,  who  had  his  own  terms,  and  there¬ 
upon  retraced  his  great  zeal,  and  contrived  an  expedient  for 
Powel’s  deliverance. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  feffions  at  the  Old-Bailey,  Mr. 
Eaftiick  attended  with  his  witneftes :  but  Wild  perfuaded 
them  that  on  the  firft  and  fecond  days  the  court  would  be 
taken  up  with  other  trials,  and  therefore  they  need  not  lofe 
their  time  in  waiting  at  the  Seftion  s-houfe,  but  he  would  give 
them  timely  notice  when  PoweFs  trial  came  on.  They  de¬ 
pended  upon  this  ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  Jonathan  fo  ma¬ 
naged  the  matter,  that  Powel  was  brought  to  the  bar.  The 
witneftes  were  called,  but  none  appeared,  and  Wild,  who 
was  then  in  court,  declared  that  he  knew  not  what  was  be¬ 
come  of  them.  The  prifoner  was  taken  away  again,  and  af¬ 
terwards  brought  a  fecond  time,  and  fo  a  third,  but  {fill  no  v 
witneftes  appeared ;  at  laft,  the  jury  were  charged  with  him, 
and  for  want  of  evidence,  he  was  acquitted,  and  the  court 
ordered  the  profecutor’s  recognizance  to  be  eftreated.  But 
Mr,  Eaftiick,  hearing  of  this  management,  the  next  morning 
applied  to  the  court;  upon  which  Wild  was  feverely  repri¬ 
manded,  and  Powel  was  ordered  to  remain  till  the  next  fef¬ 
fions,  when  he  endeavoured  to  elude  a  trial,  by  putting  him- 
felf  in  a  falivation  ;  but  that  not  availing  him,  he  was  tried 
for,  and  convicted  of  a  burglary,  and  was  hanged  at  Tyburn, 
March  20,  1716-17. 

Wild  had  now  left  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Seagoe’s,  and  taken 
a  houfe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way,  next  to  the  Cooper’s- 
Arms. 

Thus  Jonathan,  to  fupport  his  pretences  of  ferving  the  pub¬ 
lic,  as  well  as  for  other  purpofes,  found  it  necefiary  now  and 
then  to  hang  up  two  or  three  of  his  people  ;  but  this  was 
infufticient  to  conceal  his  other  practifes.  Elis  encouraging 
felons,  and  trading  in  ftolen  goods,  were  by  this  time  too  weil 
known  to  be  longer  fuflered  with  impunity. 

And  accordingly  this  year,  1718,  (the  fourth  of  king 
George  I)  an  a  cl  was  pafted,  for  the  farther  preventing  rob¬ 
beries,  burglaries,  and  other  felonies,  and  for  the  more  ef¬ 
fectual  transportation  of  felons  :  by  a  claufe  in  which,  it  was 
made  felony  for  any  perfons  to  take  a  reward  under  pretence 
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cf  reftoring  flolen  goods,  except  they  profecuted  the  felons 
who  ftcle  them. 

It  was  generally  thought  that  this  would  ruin  Jonathan’s 
buhnefs,  and  indeed  it  proved  a  damp  to  it  for  a  while;  hut 
it  was  not  long  before  he  ventured  to  enliven  it  /  gain.  It  is 
true,  he  a  died  with  much  more  caution  than  before,  and  confe* 
quently  altered  fome  of  his  meafures,  by  which  he  thought 
to  evade  the  law. 

When  people  had  been  two  or  three  times  with  him, 
in  queft  of  what  they  had  loft,  he  would  tell  them,  that 
he  had  made  enquiry  after  their  goods,  and  thereupon 
had  received  information,  that  if  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
was  fent  to  inch  a  place,  the  goods  would  be  delivered  to 
the  perTon  who  carried  it.  'This  being  agreed  on,  a  porter 
was  called,  the  money  put  into  bis  hands,  and  directions 
were  given  him  ro  go  and  wait  at  the  corner  of  the  ftreet ; 
when  he  came  to  the  place  appointed,  or  perhaps  in  his  way 
thither,  he  was  met  by  fomebody  who  delivered  him  the 
goods  upon  his  paying  the  money. 

At  other  times,  perhaps  the  owners  of  the  ^goods,  as 
they -were  going  home,  were  over-taken  by  a  Granger,  who 
put  the  goods  into  their  hands,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  note, 
in  which  was  writ  the  fum  of  money  they  were  to  pay  for 
them. 

But  in  feme  hazardous  cafes  he  commonly  put  the  people 
themfelves  upon  taking  the  fir  ft  ftep,  by  advertifing  what 
goods  they  had  loft,  and  offering  a  reward  to  any  one  who 
would  bring  them  to  Jonathan  Wild,  who  was  thereby  im- 
powered  to  receive  them  without  a  (king  questions. 

In  the  two  former  cafes  he  neither  faw  the  thief,  nor  re¬ 
ceived  the  goods,  nor  took  the  money  ;  and  in  the  latter,  the 
principal  part  was  the  perfon’s  own  a£t,  and  he  appeared  no 
otherwife  thzfh  as  a  friend,  in  wbofe  honour  he  could  fafely 
confide  ;  and  in  ferving  people  this  way,  there  was  no  ne- 
ceftity  of  fuppoftng  him  to  be  a  confederate  with  the  felons 
who  had  robbed  them- 

When  you  had  got  your  goods,  and  defired  to  know 
what  he  muft  hate  for  his  trouble,  he  would  tell  you  with  an 
air  o  indifference,  you  might  do  as  you  pleafed,  he  demanded 
nothing  ;  he  ms  glad  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  ferve  you  ; 
what  he  had  done  was  from  a  principle  of  doing  good,  and 
without  any  views  of  felf-intereft  ;  and  if  you  thought  fit  to 
make  him  a  prefen it  would  be  your  own  aci5  the  pure  ef¬ 
fect 
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feci  of  your  generality,  and  he  fhould  not  take  it  as  a  reward, 
but  merely  as  a  favour. 

As  he  had  fometimes  cuftomers  from  the  other  end  of  the 
town,  to  fave  them  the  trouble  of  coming  fo  far  as  the  Old- 
Bailey,  or  perhaps  for  fome  o:her  reafon,  he  took  an  of¬ 
fice  in  Newtoner’s-Lane,  and  placed  his  man  Abraham  in  it  ; 
but,  in  a  quarter  of  a  year,  Mi.  Wild’s  bufmefs  grew  fo 
brifk,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fend  for  his  man  home  again  to 
a fli ft  him. 

Abraham  had  the  character  of  a  very  faithful  and  inauftrious 
fervant  to  his  mafter,  and  was  entrufted  in  affairs  of  the 
greateft  confequence,  and  not  undefervedly,  as  we  foall  fee 
in  the  following  inftance. 

Jonathan  had  been  fo  fatigued  in  the  late  hurry  of  buftnefs, 
that  his  health  was  much  impaired,  and  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  enjoy  a  little  eafe,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the 
country  air. 

Accordingly,  leaving  Abraham  to  fupply  his  place,  he  took 
lodgings  at  Dulwich. 

While  he  was  there,  a  gentlewoman,  in  going  to  the  South- 
Sea-Houfe,  had  her  pocket  picked  of  bank-  notes  to  the  value 
of  feven  thGufand  pounds.  As  foon  as  fhe  miffed  them,  file 
went  to  Jonathan's  houfe,  and  applied  to  his  man.  He 
defired  her  to  give  him  the  particulars  of  the  notes,  and 
the  beft  defeription  that  foe  could  of  the  perfons  who  were 
near  her  a  little  before  or  after  (he  miffed  them.  This  be¬ 
ing  done,  he  promifed  to  make  a  diligent  enquiry,  and  fo 
he  did  to  fome  purpofe ;  for  in  a  few  days,  three  pick¬ 
pockets  were  taken  with  all  the  notes  upon  them,  and  car¬ 
ried  down  to  Jonathan,  who  thought;  fit  to  clifcharge  them 
upon  delivering  up  all  their  effects  The  notes  were  returned 
to  the  owner  3  but  Jonathan  got  four  hundred  pounds  by  the 
bargain. 

Thefe  three  were  afterwards  tranfported  for  other  of¬ 
fences.  One  of  them  had  fpoke  with  a  bank-note  for  1000  1. 
and  he  carried  it  with  him  to  Maryland,  where  he  bought 
his  liberty,  and  then  went  to  New-York,  and  fet  up  for  a 
gentleman, 

Jonathan,  being  pretty  well  recovered,  returned  to  the  Old- 
Bailey. 

One  night,  about  this  time,  a  mercer,  at  the  corner 
of  Lombard-ftreet,  fent  a  porter  with  a  box  of  rich  goods, 
to  the  value  oc  two  hundred  pounds,  or  more:  three  thieves 
who  were  out  upon  the  kid-lay,  took  notice  of  kirn,  and  had 
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a  great  mind  to  fpeak  with  the  box;  upon  which,  one  of 
them,  who  was  welldreifed,  goes  up  to  him  :  Porter,  fays  he, 
can  you  flep  a  little  way,  and  I  will  give  you  fix-pence  ?  Yes, 
Sir. — Do  fo  much  then  as  go  to  the  tavern  at  the  end  of  the 
flreet,  and  defire  the  drawer  to  give  you  the  roqueleau  that  the 
gentleman  left  in  the  bar— you  fhall  carry  my  watch  for  a 
token  :  you  may  fet  your  box  down  upon  this  bulk,  and  I  will 
take  care  of  it  till  ye  come  back  :  but  whatever  you  do  make 
bade. 

The  porter  pitches  his  burthen,  runs  to  the  tavern,  en¬ 
quires  for  the  roqueleau  ;  but  nobody  there  knew;  any  thing 
of  the  matter  :  may  be,  fays  he,  you  are  afraid  to  iruft  me 
with  it;  but  the  gentleman  has  fent  a  very  good  token — here  is 
his  gold  watch— -gold  ! — blood  !  it  is  nothing  but  pewter  lac¬ 
quered  over.  As  foon  as  he  found  this  he  begun  to  fear  he 
was  bit,  and  hurried  back  2s  faft  as  he  could,  but  he  came  too 
late,  for  neither  the  gentleman  nor  the  box  were  to  be  met 
with.  Lord  !  fays  he  to  himfelf,  what  muff  I  do  ?  What 
account  fhall  I  give  to  my  mailer  f  I  mu  ft  never  let.  him 
know' what  a  fenfelefs  dog  I  have  been,  to  be  gulled  at  this 
rate  ;  I  muft  invent  feme  excufe,  I  muft  forge  fome  lie  or 
other  to  bring  myfelf  off,  or  1  am  an  undone  man.  At  laft 
he  came  to  a  refolution  ;  rolled  himfelf  in  the  dirt,  went 
heme,  and  told  his  mailer  two  fellows  bacj  knocked  him 
down,  and  run  away  with  the  box.  The  ftory  was  pro¬ 
bable,  and  gained  credit.  The  mercer  applied  to  Wild,  and 
told  him  the  fame  ftory.  Look  you,  Sir,  fays  Wild,  this 
porter  of  yours  is  a  lying  rafeal,  and  if  you  will  fend  for  him 
hither,  1  will  convince  you  of  it.  The  porter  was  fent  for, 
Abraham  took  him  into  a  room,  betwixt  which  and  the  next 
room,  where  Jonathan  had  placed  the  mercer,  there  was 
only  a  thin  partition,  fo  that  what  was  faid  in  one  might  eafily 
be  overheard  in  the  other.  Honeft  friend^  fays  Abraham, 
your  mailer  was  here  juft  now  about  a  box;  we  wanted  to 
know  fome  particulars  that  he  could  not  inform  us  of,  and  fo, 
before  he  went,  he  fent  word  for  you  to  come  hither.  Now, 
if  you  will  tell  us  how7  you  left  the  box,  and  what  fort  of 
perfons  took  it  from  you,  fomething  may  he  done.  Why 
two  or  three  fellows  came  up  tome,  and  knocked  me  down, 
and  ran  away  vcith  it.  If  they  knocked  you  down,  it  is 
a  robbery,  and  therefore  I  arn  afraid  they  will  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  come  in  and  return  the  goods.  Why  fo  ?  Eecaufe 
they  itand  a  fair  chance  to  be  hanged  :  but  come,  you  may 
as  well  tell  the  whole  truth  at  one,  for  if  you  do  not,  we  fhall 
find  it  out  fome  other  way.  Do  you  know  nothing  of  a, 
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token  ?— A  token — yes,  was  there  no  fuch  thing  as  a  watch 
given  you  by  a  gentleman,  for  a  token  to  fetch  his  roqueleau 
from  a  tavern  ? — Why  indeed  that  is  the  very  cafe  ;  but  how 
the  d-v-1  came  you  to  know  it  ?  I  believe  in  my  confcience 
you  are  a  witch.  Well,  you  may  go  home  again  now,  and 
we  will  try  what  we  can  do. 

One  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  cheating  the  por¬ 
ter,  lived  at  that  time  in  Wild’s  old  houfe  in  Cock-Alley. 
Wild  and  Abraham  went  thither,  and  liftening  at  the  door, 

they  heard  the  man  and  his  wife  a  fcolding. — * - -You  b — h, 

fays  he,  I  will  go  to  Holland  to-morrow.  Wild  imme¬ 
diately  pufhed  open  the  door,  and  faid,  Will  you  by  G—  d  ! 
but  you  fhall  not,  and  fo  conducted  him  to  the  Compter. 
Next  day  the  mercer  had  his  goods  again  ;  Wild  was  Satis¬ 
fied  for  his  trouble,  and  the  prifoner  was  difeharged. 

Abraham  was  Jonathan’s  oldeft  fervant  ;  but  he  had  fe- 
veral  other  afilftants,  among  whom  Quilt  Arnold  was  the  mod; 
noted. 

Bufmefs  now  Rowed  in  upon  Jonathan  from  all  quarters,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to  take  a  larger  houfe,  and 
accordingly  removed  to  a  more  convenient  habitation,  the 
King’s-Head,  in  the  Old-Bailey. 

His  convicting  Holliday  did  not  prevent  others  from  lay¬ 
ing  another  temptation  before  him  ;  for  in  lefs  than  a  week’s 
time,  two  women  came  to  him  with  a  fcheme  for  breaking  a 
houfe  ;  but  they,  as  well  as  Holliday,  being  ftrangers  to  him, 
and  not  having  proper  credentials,  he  thought  it  by  no  means 
advifeable  to  fall  in  with  their  propofals,  and  therefore  very 
prudently  made  a  merit  of  his  fear,  and  (hewed  them  the  way 
to  Newgate. 

In  February,  1718-19,  Margaret  Dowdell,  alias  Dod- 
well,  and  Alice  Wright  were  indiHed  for  a  mifdemeanor, 
in  advifmg  and  endeavouring  to,  perfuade  Jonathan  Wild,  to 
break  and  enter  the  houfe  of  John  Cook,  and  Real  his  goods, 
Jan.  23,  1718-19. 

'Jonathan  Wild,  On  the  23d  or  24th  of  laft  month,  the 
prisoners  came  to  my  houfe,  and  faid  they  wanted  to  fpeafe 
with  me  in  private  ;  upon  which  I  looked  at  them  very  ear- 
neftly,  and  perceiving  one  of  them  to  be  with  child,  I  did 
not  know  but  (lie  might  want  a  father  for  it  :  however,  I 
took  them  afi.de,  and  defired  them  to  tell  me  their  bufmefs. 
Why,  fays  .Dowdell,  1  have  loft:  nothing,  but  yet  I  want  to 
find  fomething.  I  -  believe  I  can  help  you  to  a  thoufand 
pounds.  Nay,  I  don’t  doubt  of  making  it  many  thoufands, 
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if  you  will  be  ruled  by  me.  O  by  all  means,  fays  I,  and  I  (hall 
think  myfelf  very  much  obliged  to  you,  for  putting  me  in  the 
way  :  pray,  what  is  to  be  done  F  Why  you  mu  ft  procure  me, 
fays  fhe,  two  or  three  flout  fellows.  Very  well,  fays  I,  and 
how  then  ?  Why  then,  fays  (he,  the  bufinefs  is  to  break 
open  the  houfe,  and  take  the  money.  It  is  the  houfe  of  John 
Wood,  a  cane  chair-maker,  in  Wormwood -{freer,  near 
Bifhopfgate  ;  and  he  has  a  lodger,  an  ancient  maiden  gentle¬ 
woman,  that  has  got  fome  thoufand  pounds  in  her  box,  under 
the  bed  where  fhe  lies.  Now  there  is  a  faw-pit  in  the  fhop, 
and  the  only  way  will  be  for  one  of  the  fellows  in  the  evening, 
to  take  an  opportunity  of  hiding  himfelf  in  this  faw  pit,  which 
he  may  do  very  eafily,  and  fo  in  the  dead  of  the  night 
he  may  let  in  his  companions ;  and  then  they  muft  take  care 
to  fecure  two  fturdy  apprentices,  and  a  boy  that  lodges  in  the 
garret,  for  they  will  be  apt  to  be  very  refractory :  but  I  beg 
this  may  be  done,  if  poffible,  without  committing  murder. — 
Phoo  !  fays  Alice  Wright,  people  that  go  upon  fucb  matters 
muft  do  as  well  as  they  can  ;  they  muft  take  care  of  them- 
felves,  and  acft  as  they  fhall  fee  beft  for  their  own  fecurity. — 
Now,  when  thefe  boys  are  fecured,  it  is  the  eafieft  thing  in 
the  world  to  come  at  the  old  gentlewoman’s  money  ;  for  fhe 
Is  gone  into  the  country  to  fetch  more,  and  her  room  is  un¬ 
derneath  where  the  boys  lie  : — then  oppcftte  to  her  room,  is 
the  room  where  Mr.  Cook  and  his  wife  lie ;  but  you  muft 
take  a  particular  care  of  him,  he  is  a  devilifh  refolute  man,  and 
it  might  not  be  much  amifs,  if  he  were  knocked  on  the 
head  :  and  when  that  is  done,  you  may  find  money  in  his 
drawers,  for  he  never  is  without.  Right  under  his  room  lies  a 
gentlewoman  and  a  fmall  child  :  hut  I  muft  defire  of  you, 
that  neither  fhe  nor  the  child  may  be  hurt—- and  fo  muft  I  too, 
fays  Dowdell,  for  I  would  not  have  them  come  to  any  harm 
for  the  world.  When  I  heard  all  this,  I  thought  it  was  pro¬ 
per  to  take  care  of  my  chaps. 

Mrs.  Cook .  Mr.  Wild  came  and  informed  me  of  this  de- 
ftgn,  and  defcribed  all  the  rooms  in  my  houle  as  exacfly  as  if 
he  had  lived  there.  Dowdell  had  been  my  lodger  five  months, 
and,  though  fhe  was  behind-hand  in  her  rent,  I  was  unwilling 
to  turn  her  out  becaufe  I  knew  fhe  was  very  poor,  and  might 
be  hard  put  to  it  to  get  another  lodging ;  but  at  lair  fhe  went 
away  of  her  own  accord,  without  giving  me  notice,  or  offer¬ 
ing  to  pay  me  any  thing.  When  (he  and  the  other  prifoner 
were  carried  before  the  lord-mayor,  they  both  confefled  the 
whole  matter. 
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Dowdell  called  feveral  to  her  character.  1  hey  depofed* 
that  fhe  w^s  a  captain’s  widow,  and  had  formerly  lived  in 
good  credit,  but  was  now  reduced. 

Wright  called  one  witnefs,  who  faid,  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  her,  than  that  ihe  had  lived  in  two  or  three  places 
where  he  was  acquainted,  and  that  (lie  had  had  a  child  by  a 
gentleman  whom  he  knew. 

The  jury  found  them  both  guilty  of  the  mifdemeanor, 
and  the  court  ordered,  that  they  (hould  fufFer  fix  month# 
imprifonment. 

A  gentleman  having  I  of!:  his  fword  from  his  fide,  applied 
to  Wild  for  Jus  affiftance.  Having  depofited  his  crown,  he 
Was  afked,  with  a  folemn  air,  where  it  was  he  loft  it !  He 
named  the  place,  and  upoh  that  Jonathan  turns  about  to  his 
man  Quilt  Arnold,  and  fays,  Who  can  this  be?  When  all 
our  people  are  gone  down  to  Briftol  fair  ?  Quilt  Arnold,  pau¬ 
sing  a  little,  anfwered.  I’ll  be  hanged  if  it  is  not  Sam.  Lynn, 
for  I  faw  him  in  the  ftreet  yefterday.  Did  ye  fo  ?  (fays  Wild) 
why  then  that’s  the  rafcal,  I’ll  warrant  ye;  and  then,  turning 
to  the  gentleman,  fir,  fays  he,  if  you’ll  call  in  a  day  or  two, 
you  fhall  hear  more  of  it.  The  gentleman  came  according 
to  appointment.  Faith  (fays  Jonathan)  I  can’t  hear  of  the 
young  dog;  but  I  believe  he  is  gone  after  the  reft  to  the  fair, 
and  if  he  is,  as  fodn  as  he  comes  up  again,  I  donft  queftiorf 
but  I  fhall  help  you  to  your  fwofd.  When  the  affair  was 
t)ver,  the  gentleman  went  again  and  again,  but  could  hear  no' 
tiews  of  it,  ’till  at  laft  Jonathan  told  him  the  rogue  had  fold  it 
tipon  the  road,  to  raife  money  to  carry  him  down,  and  neithef 
he  nor  the  fword  was  now  to  be  found. 

Not  long  after  this,  Jonathan  miffed  another  very  ufefuf 
hand.  He  had  minuted  down  in  his  books  a  gold  watch,  a 
parcel  of  fine  lace,  and  feveral  other  things  of  great  valuer 
which  this  rafcal  (vvhofe  name  was  Jack  Butler)  had  made 
Upon  the  lodging-lay  at  Newington-green  ;  and  yet  he  Wholly 
negleHed  coming  to  account,  and  no  news  was  to  be  heard 
of  him  for  two  or  thfee  months.  v  Jonathan  fwore  he  would 
be  up  with  him  for  his  ingratitude  ;  and  accordingly  fpared 
ho  pains  in  hunting  after  him  ;  but,  as  Jack  had  retired  from: 
bufinefs,*  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  meet  with  him.  Howeyer* 
hearing  that  at  laft  he  lodged  at  an  ale-houfe  in  Bifhopfgate- 
ftreet,  he  got  a  Warrant,  and,  taking  two  or  three  to  affift 
him,  went  thither  betimes  in  the  morning,  and  gaining  ant 
eafy  admittance  at  the  ftreet  door,  he  went  fore'moft  up  ftairfy 
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a  piftol  in  his  hand,  though  not  fo  foftiy  but  Butler  h£aril 
him,  upon  which  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  flipped  on  his  coar, 
breeches,  and  Ihoes,  and  getting  out  of  the  window,  (which 
was  but  one  ftory  high)  dropped  into  the  yard,  climbed  over 
the  wall  into  the  ftreet,  and  run  acrofs  the  way  into  a  dyer's 
fbop,  and  fo  through  to  a  wafh-houfe,  where  fome  women 
were  wafbing.  He  told  them  he  was  purfued  by  bailiffs,  and 
begged  they  would  let  him  hide  himfelf.  The  good  women 
pitied  his  cafe,  and  dire£Ied  him  to  the  coal  hole.  In  the 
mean  time  Jonathan  had  wrenched  open  the  door,  and  found 
that  Butler  had  given  him  the  flip,  and,  what  was  more,  he 
knew  not  which  way  to  follow  him ;  however,  he  made  as 
much  hafte  as  he  could  down  flairs,  and  feeing  nothing  of 
him  in  the  ftreet,  he  concluded  he  muft  have  taken  refuge  in 
fome  houfe  not  far  off.  At  laft  he  faw  the  dyer’s  door  open, 
upon  which  he  goes  over,  and  j  meeting  with  the  man  of  the 
houfe,  acquainted  him  with  what  had  happened,  and  faid,  he 
believed  the  rogue  muft  have  ran  in  there,  becaufe  (it  being 
early  in  the  morning)  he  faw  no  other  door  open  thereabouts. 
He  can’t  be  here,  (fays  the  dyer)  for  Lhave  not  been  out  of 
the  {hop  above  a  minute.  Sir  (fays  Jonathan)  that  muft  be 
the  very  time  he  flipped  in,  and  therefore  I  beg  you  would 
give  me  leave  to  fearch  for  him.  The  dyer  bid  him  fearch 
and  welcome. 

Jonathan  and  his  afliftants  went  in,  and  finding  the  women 
in  the  wafh-houfe,  enquired  of  them  if  they  had  feen  fuch  a 
fellow :  they  denied  it  ftiffly,  till  he  fatisfied  them  the  man 
he  wanted  was  a  thief,  and  then  they  advifed  him  to  look  in 
the  coal-hole.  Jonathan  took  a  candle,  and  looked  all  round, 
but  to  no  purpofe.  Then  he  went  into  the  cellar,  and 
fearched  every  corner  of  it,  but  ftill  the  man  was  not  to  br 
found.  He  examined  the  kitchen,  the  (hop,  and  every  other 
place  where  he  thought  it  was  poflible  for  the  fellow  to  be  hid, 
and  yet  all  was  labour  in  vain.  He  was  heartily  vexed,  and 
fwore  he  was  never  ib  foiled  in  his  life  before.  He  told  the 
dyer  he  believed  the  rogue  was  got  out  again.  That’s  im- 
poflible  faid  the  dyer,  for  I  have  been  in  the  (hop  ever  fmee, 
and  if  he  went  down  ftairs,  he  muft  be  there  ftill,  for  there?s 
no  other  way  out  but  at  this  door,  and  he  could  not  come 
this  way  without  my  feeing  him  j  and  therefore  I’d  advife  ye 
to  look  in  the  cellar  again,  and  I’ll  go  with  ye.  Down  they 
all  went,  and  the  dyer  turning  up  a  large  tub  which  he  ufed 
i  -  his  trade,  immediately  Butler  made  his  appearance.  So, 
Mr.  fon  of  a  b — !  have  1  caught  you  at  laft?  fays  Jona-» 
than  ;  what  have  ye  done  with  the  gold  watch,  the  lace,,  and 
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the  other  moveables  that  ye  dole  out  of  your  lodgings,  ye 
runnagate  rafcal  ?  You  fhall  certainly  fwing  for  it :  I’ll  take 
care  of  you,  if  there's  never  another  rogue  in  England.  But, 
notwithstanding  thefe  menaces,  Jack  knew  the  fecret  of  calm¬ 
ing  Jonathan’s  wrath,  and  therefore  calling  him  afide.  If 
you’ll  ftep  to  my  room  again,  fays  he,  and  look  behind  the 
bed’s-head,  you  may  find  fomething  that  will  make  you  a  - 
mends  for  your  trouble.  Jonathan  went,  and  was  well  fatis- 
fied  with  what  he  found  ;  but,  as  Butler  was  apprehended  in 
fo  public  a  manner,  it  was  neceffary  to  carry  him  before  a 
juftice,  the  juftice  committed  him  to  Newgate;  and  by  good 
management,  inftead  of  being  hanged,  he  was  only  tranf- 
ported. 

Jonathan  one  day,  going  to  an  inn  in  Smithfield,  obferved 
a  large  trunk  in  the  yard,  and  imagining  there  might  be  fome¬ 
thing  of  conliderable  value  in  it,  he  goes  home,  and  orders 
Jerry  Rann  (of  whom  we  have  taken  fome  notice  above) 
to  go  and  fpeak  with  it :  Rann  dreffes  himfelf  like  a  porter, 
and  brings  it  off.  It  belonged  to  Mr.  Jarvis,  a  whip-maker 
in  that  neighbourhood,  and  he  had  fent  it  to  the  inn,  to  be 
carried  down  into  the  country;  but,  hearing  that  fomebody 
had  Hole  it,  he  applied  to  Wild,  who,  after  a  great  many  de¬ 
lays,  helped  him  to  mod  of  the  goods  again  for  ten  guineas. 
Wild  and  Rann  quarrelling  foon  afterwards,  Wild  found  means 
to  have  him  hanged  ;  but  the  day  before  his  execution,  hg 
fent  for  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  difcovered  the  whole  affair  to  him. 

Mr.  Jarvis  was  the  more  inclinable  to  believe  this  account, 
becaufe  his  own  fervant  informed  him,  that  Wild  was  at  the 
inn,  when  the  trunk  was  laid  down  there.  It  was  reported, 
that  Wild  was  threatened  with  a  profecution  for  this  ;  but  Mr. 
Jarvis  dying  foon  after,  the  defign  died  with  him. 

It  is  faid,  that  Jonathan,  refolving  to  carry  on  a  trade  to 
Holland  and  Flanders,  purchafed  a  floop,  and  put  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  Roger  Johnfon,  to  command  her ;  that  he  carried  over 
gold  watches,  rings,  fnufF-boxes,  and  other  plate,  and  fome- 
times  perhaps  Bans  notes,  which  had  been  fpoke  with  by  the 
way  of  the  mail.  His  chief  trading  port  was  Oftend,  from 
whence  he  travelled  up  to  Bruges,  Ghent,  Bruflels,  and  other 
confiderable  towns,  where  he  difpofed  of  his  effedfs,  and  took, 
in  a  lading  of  hollands,  and  other  goods ;  returned  to  England, 
and  ufually  brought  his  cargo  to  land  in  the  night,  without 
giving  the  leaft  trouble  to  the  officers  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

This  bufinefs  was  carried  on  pretty  fuccefsfully  for  about 
two  years,  when,  by  fome  mifmanagement,  two  pieces  of 
bolland  were  loft,  and  Johnfon  flopped  the  value  of  them  out 
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of  the  mate’s  wages.  The  mate  was  fo  provoked  at  this,  that 
he  went  immediately,  and  gave  information  of  Johnfon’s  run¬ 
ning  a  vaft  quantity  of  goods;  whereupon  the  veffel  was  ex- 
chequered,  and  johnfon  was  caff  in  yooh  damages,  and  this 
put  an  end  to  his  trading  to  Holland. 

There  had  long  been  great  animofity  betwixt  Johnfon  and 
Tom  Edwards,  who  kept  the  cafe  in  Long-lane.  Johnfon 
was  expert  at  the  pa0ingT]ay,  and  Edwards  at  the  waggon-: 
Liy.  Edwards  was  indefatigable  in  his  calling,  for  he  would 
fometimes  follow  a  waggon  for  ioo  miles  together  :  he  always 
lay  .at  the  fame  inn  where  the  waggon  put  up,  and  when  e- 
very  body  elfe  was  in  bed,  he  would  creep  down  from  his 
room,  and  take  a  box  or  a  portmanteau  out  of  a  waggon, 
unbar  the  inn  gates,  carry  his  booty  into  feme  private  field, 
and  plant  it  under  a  hedge,  and  fo  return  privately  to  his  own 
bed  again.  One  evening,  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  Black- 

lion  ale-houfe  in  the  Strand,  which  was  then  kept  by - — 

Butler,  (the  brother  of  Tom  Butler,  who  received  his  pardon 
in  order  to  he  an  evidence  agaioft  Wild)  he  met  with  John¬ 
fon  and  feized  him,  and,  charging  him  with  felony,  carried 
him  to  a  tavern  :  Johnfon  fent  for  one  of  Wild’s  men,  who 
came,  with  a  conftabie  and  a  warrant  againft  Edwards,  and 
carried  him  before  a  juftice,  who  committed  him  to  the 
Compter. 

I  am  not  certain  how  this  affair  ended ;  but,  fome  time 
afterwards,  Edwards,  having  intelligence  of  a  large  quantity 
of  valuable  ffolen  goods,  which  it  Teems  were  planted  in  one 
of  ]onathan’s  private  ware-houfes,  got  a  warrant  and  feized 
them.  Jonathan  was  fo  provoked  at  this,  that,  tho’  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  claim  the  goods  as  his  own,  yet  he  took 
put  an  adtion  under  the  name  of  Johnfon,  to  whom  hefaid 
the  goods  belonged,  arreffed  Edwards,  and  threw  him  into 
the  Marfhalfea,  where  he  lay  one  night,  but  next  day  gave 
bail  for.  his  appearance, 

Edwards  vowed  revenge.  He  got  feveral  Informations  a- 
gainft  Johnfon,  and  only  wanted  to  find  where  he  was. 
After  a  long  fearch  to  no  purpofe,  he  accidentally  met  with 
him  in  the  road  at  Stratford,  upon  which  he  feized  him, 
and,  fending  for  a  confhble,  carried  him  into  the  Three- 
Crowns  ale-houfe  hard  by.  johnfon  Lnt  a  mefTenger  to  in¬ 
form  Wild  of  what  had  happened.  Wild  and  his  njan  Quilt 
fErnpld,  went  down  diredfly  to  johnfon;  a  qi^rrel  arofe,  and 
johnfon  made  his  efcape* 

An  information  was  made  againtl  Wild  for  his  manage¬ 
ment  in  this  affair,  and  he,  receiving  fome  information  of  it, 
gbfcpnded  for  three  weeks ;  and  then,  imagining  the  danger 

yyaa, 


JONATHAN  WILD,  for  Felonies.  341 

was  over,  ventured  to  appear  again  in  public  ;  but  he  found 
himfelf  miftaken  •,  for  the  high-conftable  of  Holborn,  hearing 
that  he  was  returned  to  his  own  houfe,  went  thither  with  the 
two  Willis’s,  and  apprehended  him  and  his  man  Quilt  Arnold. 
‘They  were  carried  before  a  magiffrate  and  committed  to 
Newgate.  From  this  inftant  Jonathan’s  cunning  and  courage 
forfook  him. 

Of  the  proceedings  againff  him  from  this  time,  to  the  time 
of  receiving  fentence,  we  have  already  given  a  more  exadf 
and  full  account  than  ever  appeared  in  public  before.  We 
are  now  come  to  take  notice  of  his  behaviour  under  con¬ 
demnation,  and  (hall  begin  with  the  following  elegy. 

The  Complaint  ^Jonathan  Wild. 

/^ONFIN’D  within  that  dark  and  dreary  cell, 

^  Where  terrors  reign,  and  where  no  comforts  dwell ; 
Where  ominous  vifions  v/retched  fouls  affright. 

Halters  and  gibbets  painting  to  the  fight: 

Where  fome  in  tears  lament,  and  others  fwear. 

While  honeft  Purney  *  reads  aloud  a  pray’r> 

Of  life  defpairing,  confcious  of  defert, 

Sad  Wild  now  vents  the  anguifii  of  his  heart : 

Thus  of  his  inaufpicious  fate  complains, 

As  he  with  gloomy  brow  furveys  his  chains. 

Ungrateful  country  !  zealous  for  thy  good. 

How  often  have  I  hazarded  my  blood  ? 

Nor  have  I  arms  alone,  but  arts  employ’d. 

Swords,  piftols,  and  damnation  have  defy’d. 

Warm  in  thy  caufe,  of  dangers  not  afraid. 

Plow  great  a  daughter  has  by  me  been  made  ? 

Witnefs,  ye  records,  of  this  horrid  doom. 

Nor  let  it  be  forgot  in  days  to  come ; 

By  me  thricp  thirty  have  in  halters  dy’d, 

I  feiz’d  them,  and  in  vain  t’efcape  they  try’d  \ 

3T was  I  who  evidences  did  prepare, 

And  to  the  purpofe  taught  them  what  to  fwear. 

Ye  Britons!  curs’d  with  an  unthankful  mind. 

For  ever  to  exalted  merit  blind, 

Is  thus  your  conlfant  benefactor  fpurn’d  ? 

Are  thus  his  faithful  fervices  return’-d  ? 

This  dungeon  his  reward  for  labours  pad. 

And  Tyburn  his  full  recompence  at  lafc  ? 

More  generous  Bluelkin  ! - O,  that  thy  defign 

Had  ended  this  unhappy  life  of  pine  ! 

*  Thomas  Purney,  Old  inary  of  Newgate. 
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O,  that  fuccefs  had  crown’d  the  flroke  you  gave ! 

Then  had  I  gone  with  honour  to  the  grave  ! 

How  will  the  crowds,  that  I  have  lent  before. 

Triumph  to  meet  me  on  th’internal  fhore  ! 

At  me  what  looks  infulting  will  they  call. 

And  fneering  cry, — Old  friend,  you’re  come  at  lafl  ! 

But  fure,  e’er  long,  the  time  will  come  again. 

When  watches  fhall  be  loft  in  Drury-lanej 
Snuff-boxes,  finely  painted,  mifs  their  way. 

And  rings  and  pocket-books  fhall  go  aflray  : 

When  Phillis  at  the  ball  or  mafquerade 
Shall  lofe  a  prefent  by  fome  lover  made  : 

Then  you,— unthinking  monflers  ! — you,  that  now 
Exult  at  my  unpitied  overthrow, 

Then  you’ll  repent  too  late: - you  then,  in  vain. 

Will  wifh  to  have  your  Jonathan  again  ! 

But  you,  my  faithful  fervants  every  where. 

Whom  I  have  train’d  up  with  a  father’s  care. 

Sure  you  fome  grateful  fentiments  will  have. 

And  drop  a  tear  upon  your  mafler’s  grave  \ 

From  rags,  and  faunt’ring  bare  legg’d  up  and  dowo* 
With  pockets  never  blefs’d  with  halffa-crown ; 

From  felling  fave-alls,  pimping  at  poor  flews. 

From  raking  kennels,  and  from  blacking  fhoes  ; 

Twas  I  that  rais’d  ye - -you  by  me  were  made 

Succefsful  artifts  in  a  thieving  trade : 

I  taught  ye  to  lead  comfortable  lives. 

To  keep  a  train  of  whores,  and  flarve  your  wives: 

Go  on  and  profper,  bravely  play  your  parts. 

Nor  leave  unpra&is’d  any  of  your  arts: 

Be  rogues  renown’d,  and  trample  on  the  laws. 

And,  like  true  bloods,  revenge  your  patron’s  caufe. 

fh'e  Ordinary's  Account  of  Jonathan  Wild. 

Cf  This  malefactor,  after  his  conviction,  affirmed,  that  he 
had  faffed  upwards  of  four  days,  which,  together  with  his 
famenefs  and  indifpofition,  had  rendered  him  unable  to  attend 
the  fervice  of  God  in  the  chapel.  He  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  people,  that  at  Wolverhampton  he  knew  feveral  perfons 
that  would  have  proved  his  friends,  had  he  thought  his  cafe 
dangerous,  and  timely  applied  to  them  :  but  as  he  carried  on 
the  fame  practices  above  a  dozen  years,  and  was  now  grow¬ 
ing  old,  he  could  not  be  made  to  believe  he  fhould  fuffer  at 
daft,  for  what  he  had  publickly  done  unpunifhed  fo  long.  But 
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he  was  then  told  by  a  gentleman,  that  he  had  artfully  evaded 
the  law,  and  efcaped  juftice  ;  which  juftice  had  fome  time 
fince  overtaken  one  Thompfon,  who  was  executed  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  fuch  pra&ices  but  a  very  fhort  time.  That  he  ought 
to  have  taken  warning  when  he  was  firft  committed  prifoner 
to  the  Compter,  where  he  fhould  have  obferved  the  mifery 
of  vicious  people,  inftead  of  learning  their  ways,  endeavour* 
ing  to  underftand  them  and  their  pra&ices,  and  afterwards 
aflociating  with  them.  He  replied,  that  his  bufinefs  was  do¬ 
ing  good  in  recovering  loft  goods  ;  that  as  he  had  regained 
things  of  great  value  for  dukes,  earls,  and  lords,  he  thought 
he  deferved  well.  That  he  had  apprehended  the  greateft  and 
moft  pernicious  robbers  the  nation  was  ever  molefted  by,  and 
had  wounds  and  fears  ftill  remaining  in  his  head,  body,  and 
legs.  He  appeared  to  be  very  much  difordered  and  confufed 
•  in  his  thoughts,  which  he  faid  was  owing  to  thofe  wounds, 
and  in  particular  to  two  fractures  in  his  fkull  which  difordered 
his  brain,  tho’  covered  with  filver  plates.  He  never  went 
to  chapel  during  the  whole  time  that  he  continued  under  fen- 
tence  of  death,  faying,  he  was  lame,  and  unable  to  fupporc 
himfelf  on  his  legs,  and  much  more  unable  to  go  up  fo  far. 
Another  reafon  he  added  was,  that  certain  enemies  of  his  a- 
mong  the  crowd,  would  not  only  interrupt  his  prayers  by 
pointing,  whifpering,  &c.  but  would,  he  believed,  infult 
him,  and,  if  they  dared,  would  raife  a  tumult ;  therefore  as 
he  knew  to  pray  to  God  without  attention  or  regard,  was 
worfe  than  wholly  to  omit  prayers :  and  as  he  could  hot  at¬ 
tend  his  duty  amidft  fo  vaft  a  crowd  as  appeared  in  the  cha¬ 
pel,  he  earneftly  defired  he  might  not  be  carried  to  the  cha¬ 
pel,  and  accordingly  he  was  not.  He  kept  the  other  male¬ 
factors  in  order  and  regularity,  no  interruption  happening 
either  at  prayers,  or  when  the  word  of  God  was  reading. 
The  day  before  he  died,  he  defired  he  might  receive  the  fa- 
crament,  at  which  time  he  enquired  the  meaning  of  the 
words,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree  ;  alfo  con¬ 
cerning  the  difpofition  of  the  foul  when  firft  feparated  from 
the  body,  and  the  local  fituation  of  the  other  world,  and  more 
queftions  of  fuch  a  nature :  but  he  was  anfwered,  that  they 
were  matters  of  lefs  acfual  moment  and  importance  than 
other  things  he  might  employ  his  time  about ;  he  was  advifed 
rather  to  repent  of  his  fins,  to  read  and  ftudy  Chrift’s  paftion, 
merits  and  atonement,  and  the  infinite  juftice  as  well  as  un¬ 
limited  mercy  of  Almighty  God.  He  appeared  fomewhat 
--attentive  to  the  prayers,  efpecially  before  he  had  fame  expec¬ 
tations 
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tations  of  a  reprieve,  and  after  he  found  that  all  expectations 
were  vain. 

cc  The  evening  before  he  luffered,  he  enquired  how  the 
iiobie  Greeks  and  famous  Romans,  who  flew  themfelves. 
Came  to  be  fo  glorious  in  hiftory,  if  fell-murder  be  a  crime? 
He  was  defired  to  confidcr,  that  the  wifeft  and  moft  learned 
heathens— called  felf-murder  cowardice,  in  not  fuftaining  the 
misfortunes  that  Providence  laid  upon  human  nature,  and  that 
Chriflianity  is  much  more  exprefs  againft  fuidde.  Me  con- 
felled  that  felf-murder  was  impiety,  but  his  confeffion  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  hypoerify  ;  for,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  his  execution  by  drinking 
laudanum  ;  but  the  largenefs  of  the  draught,  together  with 
his  having  failed  before,  inflead  of  deilroying  him  imme¬ 
diately,  was  the  caufe  of  his  not  dying  by  it. 

t6  At  the  place  of  execution,  Wild  rendered  himfelf  de¬ 
lirious  by  poifon,  but  began  to  recover  himfelf  and  united 
with  other  criminals  in  the  public  prayers,  as  well  as? 
the  tumult  and  clamour  of  the  occafion  would  give  them 
leave. \ 

Thus  far  the  chaplain.  His  account  of  Jonathan  in  his 
laft  hours  is  very  fhort,  and  therefore  we  ihall  be  a  little  more 
particular. 

After  taking  the  liquid  laudanum,  he  grew  fo  drowfyi 
that  he  could  not  hold  up  his  head,  nor  keep  open  his 
eyes  at  prayers.  Two  of  his  fellow  prifoners,  perceiving 
his  diforder,  endeavoured  to  roufe  him  :  they  took  him 
by  the  arms,  and  perfuaded  him  to  Hand  up  and  walk  a 
little,  which  as  he  was  lame  of  the  gout,  he  could  not  do' 
Without  their  afliftance.  This  motion  awakened  him  a  little, 
and  then  his  countenance  turned  very  pale,  he  fweated  vio¬ 
lently,  and  grew  exceedingly  faint  and  fick  ;  foon  after  which 
he  vomitted  till  he  had  thrown  up  the  greatell  part  of  the 
laudanum. 

After  this  he  recovered  a  little,  but  {till  was  drowfv, 
and  aimoft  infenfible  of  what  he  faid  or  did,  and  in  this 
condition  he  was  put  into  the  cart,  and  conveyed  to  Ty- 

barn. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  with  what  roughrtefs  he  wa$ 
treated  by  the  mob,  not  only  as  he  went  to  the  tree,  but 
even  when  he  was  at  it:  inftead  of  thofe  figns  of  pity 
they  generally  fhew  when  common  criminals  are  going 
to  execution,  they  reviled  and  curfed  him,  and  pelted  him 
with  flones  and  dirt  continually.  By  the  time  that  he 
came  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  he  was  confiderably  re¬ 
covered- 
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covered  from  the  diforder  the  laudanum  had  thrown  him 
into.  The  other  malefactors  being  ready  to  be  turned  off, 
and  the  executioner  telling  Jonathan  he  might  take  any  rea- 
fonable  time  to  prepare  hirnfelf,  he  continued  fitting  in  the  cart 
for  a  little  while,  but  the  mob  grew  fo  outrageous  at  this  in¬ 
dulgence,  that  they  called  out  incenantly  to  the  hangman  to 
do  his  office,  and  threatened  to  knock  him  on  the  head  if 
he  did  not  immediately  perform  it.  He  found  delays  were 
dangerous,'  and  therefore  no  longer  deferred  to  give  the  po¬ 
pulace  the  fatisfa&ion  they  demanded. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  Jonathan  Wild,  on  Monday, 
May  24,  1725. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  his  execution,  he 
was  buried  in  Pancras  church-yard  5  but  his  body  did  not  reft 
there,  for  in  two  or  three  nights  afterwards,  the  furgeons, 
as  it  is  believed,  thought  fit  to  remove  it.  A  hearfe  and  fix  was 
feen  waiting  about  midnight  at  the  end  of  Fig-Lane,  at  which 
place  the  emp.ty  coffin  was  found  the  next  morning  \  but  what 
became  of  the  body  is  yet  a  fecret. 

Jonathan,  by  his  wife  at  Wolverhampton,  had  one  fon» 
who  was  near  nineteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s 
death  ;  a  little  before  which  he  came  up  to  London.  He 
was  a  ffid  of  fo  turbulent  a  difpofttion,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  confine  him  while  his  father  went  to  be  hanged, 
for  fear  he  (hould  do  fome  mifchief  among  the  mob.  Not 
long  after  the  execution  he  fold  himfelf  for  a  fexvant  to  the 
plantations  abroad. 

Jonathan  had  five  other  wives,  or  at  lead  women  who 
fupplied  the  place  of  wives,  befides  the  mother  of  the  boy  : 
nor  did  he  always  wait  till  one  was  dead  before  he  took  ano¬ 
ther.  Mary  Milliner  was  the  fecond,  Judith  Nun  the 
third  ;  by  her  he  had  a  daughter,  the  fourth  was  Sarah 
Grigfon,  alias  Perrin  ;  the  fifth  Elizabeth  Man,  who  co¬ 
habited  with  him  four  or  five  years,  and  then  died  ;  the 
fixth  and  laft  furvived  him,  and  afterwards  married  again,  but 
is  fince  dead. 

Thus  we  have  finifhed  our  account  of  this  extraordinary 
criminal,  wherein  we  have  carefully  avoided  the  fidlitious, 
Extravagant  and  improbable  ftories,  which  all  other  ac¬ 
counts  of  him  hitherto  pubiifhed  are  fluffed  with.  We  have 
been  at  no  fmall  pains  in  examining  into  fadts.  The  Mar- 
fhal’s  charge,  and  W ild’s  anfwer,  from  both  which  we 
have  made  large  extradfs,  and  the  feveral  trials  we  have 
interfperfed,  are  fufficient  vouchers  for  the  greateft  part  of 
this  piece,  and  the  reft  we  received  from  perfons  who  v/er^ 
9  X  x  well 
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well  acquainted  with  his  affairs,  and  could  have  no  inter  elf  in 
deceiving  us. 


MARY  PICART,  alia ,  GANDON,  for  Bigamy,  June, 

r725* 

^/f  ARY  PICART,  alias  Gandon,  was  indited  for  mar- 
“|  v  K  rying  Philip  Bouchain  on  the  24th  of  June  laft,  her  for- 
mer  hufband  being  then  living. 

Paul  Gandon .  Mine  broder,  Jean  Gandon,  and  dis 

vain  an ,  de  preefonar,  vas  marie  togader  at  de  Stapaney- 

Shurfh,  and  I  was  den  prafant :  it  is  vary  long  time  ago - 

me  no  ram  amber  ow  long — it  is  more  as  twanty  year. - — 

Dare  vas  de  miniflar  Anglois,  dare  vasde  putting  de  ring  upon 
de  feengar,  dare  vas  de  putting  de  hands  togader,  and  de  oder 
tings  dat  be  make  ufe  of  in  de  marriage.  Den  after  dis  vas 
done  da  bote  leeve  a  togader  fo  as  de  man  and  de  vife  :  and 
mine  broder  Jean  make  von,  two,  tree  fhile  upon  her : 
but  now  mine  broder  be  grown  von  old  man  ;  he  no  make 
more  Ihile,  and  fo  ihe  marie  vid  dis  oder  man  Philip  Bou- 
chain. 

Philip  Bouchain .  Me  vas  marie  to  dis  voman  dat  is 
de  trute,  upon  the  twanty-fourt  of  dis  mont,  a  fis  heures 
after  de  noon,  a  1’enfetgne  de  Hand  and  de  Pen  in  de 
Fleet-Lane,  and  me  give  tree  fhilling  and  tree  quartern  of 
fheneva  to  deparfoong.  But  me  vas  vary  muOi  elevate  vid  de 
liquor,  and  dis  and  dat  and  t’oder,  fo  dat  me  no  could  tell 
vat  I  do  ven  de  ting  vas  done.  But  me  no  go  to  de  bed  vid  mine 
vife  at  all,  for  in  tree,  four  heures  after  de  faremonee  vas  over, 
dare  come  in  fome  relationg  of  mine  fpoufe,  and  dey  make  de 
grand  noife  and  de  uproar,  dat  me  no  cou’d  tink  vat  a  diable 
vas  de  maker  vid  ’em.  But,  in  a  leetel  time  da  tell  me  dat  I 
mull  no  do  vid  mine  vife,  for  Ihe  vas  belong  to  anoder  man  : 
and  fa  da  take  her  avay,  and  me  vas  force  to  go  to  bed  vid 
mine  own  falf. 

Pri finer.  Me  ave  but  von  hufband,  and  dat  is  Jean 
Gandon  ;  for  dis  oder  man,  Philip  Bouchain,  be  none  huf¬ 
band  for  me.  V at  fignify  de  parfoong  and  de  ring,  and 
ail  de  faremonee  r  Vy  dat  no  make  a  de  hufband.—— — =■* 
Dare  be  no  hufband  no  vife  till  da  go  to  bed  togader.  But 
Monfieur  Bouchain  he  do  no  vid  me  in  de  bed  ;  he  do  no¬ 
ting  in  the  varld,— Nothing  but  de  faremonee.- - Vydat 

be  no  hufband. 


There 
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There  being  no  proof  that  the  fecond  marriage  was  cor.fum- 
mated,  the  jury  acquitted  theprifoner. 


HESTER  GREGORY,  the  elder,  and  HESTER  GRE¬ 
GORY  the  younger,  for  a  Misdemeanor,  Auguft  1725. 

TJ  ESTER  GREGORY,  wife  of  John  Gregory,  of  the 
A 1  parifh  of  St.  Mary  WooJnorth,  and  Hefher  Gregory 
of  the  fame  place,  fpinfler,  were  indited  for  a  mifdemeanor, 
in  that  they,  together  with  one  John  Smith,  did  confpire 
againfl,  and  by  falfe  infinuations,  induce,  and  perfuade  John 
Cockerell,  a  gentleman  of  fourteen  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
to  marry  Abigail  Cole,  they  pretending  file  was  a  lady  of 
a  great  eflate  in  Barbadoes,  when  they  well  knew,  that  fhe 
was  a  perfon  of  evil  fame,  and  of  no  fortune,  to  the  great  dif- 
paragement  of  the  faid  John  Cockerell,  to  the  great  difcom- 
pofure  of  his  mind,  and  in  order  to  leflen  his  eflate  and  fub- 
ftance,  May  6,  1725. 

The  council  for  the  plaintiff  having  opened  the  indidtment, 
and  the  evidence  againfl  the  defendants,  the  witnefTes  were 
called  and  fworn. 

Mr.  Cockerell.  About  the  middle  of  laft  April,  I  went 
to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Eccleton,  in  Lombard-flreet.  to  fpeak 
with  her  mother,  Mrs.  Gregory,  the  elder  of  the  defen¬ 
dants  ;  the  bufinefs  I  had  with  her,  was  to  demand  a 
debt  that  was  due  to  me,  Sir,  faid  fhe,  I  am  unprovided 
at  prefent  to  anfwer  your  demand ;  but  however,  I  have 
fomething  to  propofe  that  may  be  much  to  your  advantage. 
Are  you  difpofed  for  matrimony  ?  Do  you  want  a  good  wife, 
with  a  great  fortune  ?  If  you  do,  I  .can  introduce  you  to  an 
agreeable  young  lady  lately  arrived  from  Barbadoes.  She 
has  got  a  vafl  plantation  there,  with  upwards  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  negroes  upon  it.  Her  eflate  is  worth  above  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year:  and  fhe  likes  England  fo  well  that  Hie  is  refolved 
to  marry  and  fettle  here,  if  fhe  can  meet  with  a  fuitable  fortune. 
Why,  really,  Madam,  fays  I,  provided  things  are  as  you 
reprefent  them,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  have  an  averfion  to 

marriage. - — I  would  willingly  have  an  heir  ;  but—a — 

Madam - Are  you  fure  that  the  lady  is  worth  fo  much  ? 

Am  I  fure  ?  Sir,  faid  fhe  again,  Yes,  I  am  fure  — 

I  had  it  from  Mr.  Smith,  himfelf,  and  he  manages  all  her 
affairs.  You  know  Mr.  Smith,  at  my  coufm  1  ryon’s  ? 
He  is  worth  300  1.  a  year,  and  lives  in  very  good  cre- 

X  x  2  dit 
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dit,  and  it  is  not  to  be  thought  that  fuch  a  man  as  he  would 
impofe  upon  any  body.  This  difcourfe  was  only  betwixt 
me  and  Mrs.  Gregory.  I  went  home,  and  this  Weft-Indii 
lady  ran  fo  much  in  my  nfTfnd,  that  I  dept  but  little  that 
night.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  Mrs.  Eccleton’s 
again,  where  I  found  not  only  Mrs.  Gregory,  but  her 
daughter  Mifs  Gregory,  the  other  defendant,  and  John 
Smith.  We  fell  into  the  fame  kind  of  difcourfe  as  be- 
fore.  Mr.  Smith  affured  me,  that  what  Mrs.  Gregory  had 
told  me,  of  the  lady's  fortune,  was  all  true,  which  made 
me  very  d'efirous  of  coming  into  the  lady's  company  i 
and  therefore  [  begged  of  them  to  let  me  know,  when  and 
where  I  might  be  fa  happy  as  to  meet  with  her.  They 
promifed  to  make  enquiry,  and  to  fend  me  word.  We. 
parted,  and  next  day,  being  Sunday,  a  letter  was  brought 
me,  as  I  fuppofe  from  Mrs.  Gregory,  appointing  me  to 
come  in  the  evening  to  Mrs.  Eales’s,  in  EiyCourt,  in 
Holborn,  where  I  might  expeef  to  fee  this  Barbadian.  I 
went  accordingly,  and  found  her  drinking  tea  with  the 
two  defendants  :  fhe  was  dreffed  in  a  rich  brocade,  with  a 
fine  laced  head,  a  gold  watch,  and  diamond  pendants; 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  about  the  lady  and 
her  plantation.  Mil’s  Gregory  faid,  as  her  mother  had  faid 
before,  that  Madam  Cole  was  worth  at  leaii  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  and  had  a  hundred  negroes.  I  mentioned 
the  name  of  a  folieitor  of  my  acquaintance,  who  lived  in 
Barbadoes,  and  a  Iked  the  lady,  if  fhe  knew  him  !  No,  Sir$ 
fa*)  s  {he,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  have  any  perfonal  knowledge 
of  the  gentleman  ;  but  1  have  heard  of  his  name  .  Pray, 
Madam,  fays  I,  How  long  may  you  have  had  this  plan-* 
tat:on  ?  About  three  years, .Sir,  faid  fhe  :  and,  dear  Madam, 
fays  l  again,  If  I  may  be  fo  bold — by  what  means  might  it 
come  into  your  pofieilion  ?  Why,  Sit,  anfwered  fhe,  if 
was.  left  me  by  my  own  brother  at  his  d~ath  ;  and  now,  of  all 
my  relations,  I  have'  only  one  fiber  living.  She  is  about  nine 
years  old  — — -  but  fuch  a  poor  fickly  thing  !  my  unde  left 
her  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  which  comes  to  me  if  I  furvive  her* 
With  fuch  kind  of  converfation  we  palled  the  time  till  the 
company  broke  up.  Next  day,  I  went  to  Mifs  Gregory  to 
enquire  hew  the  lady  liked  me  ?  Lord,  Sir,  fays  fee,  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  my  confcience  you  have  bewitched  the  Lady.  She  is 
fo  charmed  !  fo  captivated  !  fhe  has  keen  fomething  in  yoit 

fo  engaging,  that  fire  has  been  in  raptures  ever  fince. - — 

Her  Heart  !  her  foul  !  her  fortune  !  all  that  fire  has,  is  yours? 
Look  you,  Mifs  Gregory,  faysl,  as  to  the  lady’s  heart,  I 
a  ..  > . ~  ,  v  t  •*  i  am’ 
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im  under  no  apprehenfions  of  being  deceived  ;  but,  methinks 
the  account  I  have  had  of  her  fortune  wants  confirmation* 
Well  !  Mr.  Cockerell,  fays  fhe,  you  are  the  ftrangeft  man — - 
fo  full  of  your  doubts — I  thought  Mr.  Smith  had  fatisfied  you; 
and  if  he,  that  has  all  her  concerns  under  his  care  cannot,  I 
don’t  know  how  I  fhould.  I  went  to  Mr.  Smith  again,  to 
talk  with  him  ferioufly  about  it.  Sir,  fays  I,  this  is  an  affair 
of  confequence,  and  therefore  let  me  beg  of  you  to  be  in¬ 
genuous.  Has  Mrs.  Cole  really  got  fo  good  a  fortune  as  is  re-* 
ported  ?  Why,  I  will  you.  Sir,  fays  he,  fince  you  prefs  me 
fo  clofely  :  it  is  not  quite  fo  much,  people  are  apt  to  talk  a 
little  extravagantly  in  fuch  cafes  ;  eighty  negroes  is  the  out- 
fide,  and  her  yearly  income  is  not  above  feven,  or  at  mofi: 
eight  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Upon  this  fall  of  at  leaf!  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  twenty  negroes,  I  returns  to 
Mifs  Gregory,  and  tells  her  of  it.  Lord,  Sir,  fays  fhe. 
Don’t  you  perceive  the  trick  ?  It  is  all  an  artifice  of  Mr* 
Smith,  he  defigns  to  try  for  the  lady  bimfelf.  She  told  me 
but  this  very  day,  that  he  had  really  made  fome  offers,  and 
therefore  it  is  no  wonder  if  he  does  all  he  can  to  leffen  your 
good  opinion  of  her.  I  know  indeed,  that  at  prefent  fhe  pre¬ 
fers  you,  not  only  to  him,  but  to  all  men  that  ever  fhe  faw, 
though  you  are  now  in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  your  age  ;  but 
yet,  if  fhe  fhould  find  you  neglect  her,  Mr.  Smith  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  fupplant  you  :  for  nothing  provokes  a  woman  fo  much 
as  being  flighted  :  it  puts  her  upon  doing  what  otherwife  fhe 
would  never  have  thought  of,  and  therefore,  if  you  have  any 
thoughts  of  fecuring  her  to  yourfelf,  be  quick  !  difpatch  ! 
the  fooner  the  better.  I  begun  to  think  there  might  be  fome 
danger  of  lohng  my  Weft-India  bargain,  if  I  did  not  pur- 
fue  her  clofely,  and  therefore  I  defired  Mifs  Gregory  to 
afk  her,  if  fhe  was  willing  to  be  married  next  morning  ? 
Mifs  Gregory  went,  and  brought  me  back  word,  that  the 
lady  confented,  I  made  the  beft  preparation  I  could  in  fo 
fhort  time,  and  then  waited  upon  Madam.  As  we  were  go¬ 
ing  to  church  in  a  coach,  I  faid  to  my  lady,  Madam,  don’t 
deceive  me,  have  you  really  fuch  a  plantation?  She  anfwered, 
yes  :  in  fhort,  we  were  married,  and  went  to  bed ;  but  next 
day,  after  dinner,  I  went  as  far  as  Smithfield,  and  at  my  re¬ 
turn  found  my  new  wife  in  company  with  an  elderly  woman. 
Now,  Sir,  fays  my  counterfeit  lady,  it  is  time  to  undeceive 
you  ;  for  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  keep  you  longer  in  the 
dark :  you  think  you  have  married  a  great  fortune  ;  but 
you  are  miftaken.  Miftaken  !  fays  I,  in  a  great  furprife, 
why,  pray,  Madam,  who  are  you  ?  What  are  you  ?  Sir, 
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fays  file,  I  am  now  your  wife,  but,  before  you  made  me  fo^ 
I  was  Mrs.  Eccleton’s  maid.  You  have  often  feen  me  at  her 
lioufe,  though  you  did  not  know  me  again  in  another  drefs  $ 
and  this  is  my  mother,  a  good  honeft  woman,  though  file 
keeps  a  chandler's  fhop.  Mercy  on  me,  fays  I,  what  have  I 
done  ?  Done,  fays  fhe  again,  you  have  done  nothing  that  you 
need  be  afhamed  on  :  you  have  married  Abigail  Cole.  Away 
I  ran  to  Mrs.  Gregory;  I  wonder,  Madam,  fays  I,  how  you 
could  be  guilty  of  fo  vile  an  adtion,  as  thus  to  impofe  upon  a 
man,  who  has  always  been  your  friend  !  what  could  in¬ 
duce  you  to  fo  much  wickednefs  ?  Lord  !  Mr.  Cockerell, 
fays  fhe,  what  do  you  mean  ?  I  think  you  have  got  a  fuitable 
wife :  file  had  no  great  fortune  indeed,  but  fhe  may  fave 
you  one  by  her  good  management.  You  had  money  enough 
before,  and  you  only  wanted  an  heir  to  enjoy  it,  and  in  due 
time  file  may  bring  you  one. 

Defendant' s  council.  Did  you  never  afk  Mrs.  Gregory,  or 
Mrs.  Edcieton,  to  help  you  to  a  wife  ? 

Cocker  ell.  No  ;  but  they  have  propofed  feveral  to  me. 

Council .  Did  you  never  fay  that  you  liked  the  Barbadoes 
lady  fo  well,  that  you  would  marry  her  if  fhe  had  not  a 
groat  ?  And,  that  you  preferred  her  to  all  the  women  in 
England  ?  That  you  believed  file  was  fruitful,  and  that  yoif 
wanted  nothing  but  an  heir  ? 

Cockerell .  No. 

Council.  Did  not  you  fay,  the  morning  after  you  were 
married,  that  you  were  entirely  fatisfied  with  her,  that  you 
was  fare  fine  was  a  virgin  before  you  made  her  a  wife, 
and  happy  was  the  wooing,  that  was  not  long  a  doing  ,? 

Cockerell,  I  laid  no  fuch  things,  and  I  have  witnefs  to 
prove  her  a  woman  of  ill-fame. 

Abigail  Holms.  Mrs.  Cockerell  had  been  Mr.  Eccleton’s 
cook-maid,  and  her  father  was  a  foldier,  and  a  penfioner  of 
Chdfea-College8 

Council ,  And  is  fhe  therefore  a  perfon  of  ill-fame  ?  By 
no  means,  and  we  fhall  prove  the  reverfe  ;  we  fhall  prove 
by  the  plaintiff’s  own  cenfeilion,  that  fhe  was  a  virtuous 
young  woman. 

Thomas  Fog.  I  live  with  Mr-  Eccleton  the  fadler :  the 
morning  after  the  wedding,  1  heard  Mr.  Cockerell  fay  to 

my  m after,  I  am  fure  my  wife  was  a  maid - as  for  the 

management  in  bringing  the  wedding  about,  I  have  heasd 
Mrs.  Gregory,  and  the  reft  of  our  people  fay,  that  at  iirft 
they  only  talked  of  it  as  a  banter,  and  little  thought  of  bring¬ 
ing  it  to  any  thing ;  but  when  they  Taw  that  Mr.  Cockerell 

was 
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was  fo  quickly  in  love,  they  carried  on  the  jeft,  till  he  was 
married  in  earnefh 

Mrs.  Eccleton,  Mr.  Cockerell  has  fworn  that  he  cams 
to  my  mother  on  account  of  debt,  I  don't  know  that 
flie  owes  him  a  (hilling  ;  but  I  am  fure  that  he  came  very  often 
on  another  account,  I  believe  I  may  fafely  fvvear  that  he  has 
teazed  my  mother  five  hundred  times  to  help  him  to  a 
wife.  I  myfelf  have  recommended  him  to  at  lead:  twenty 
women,  all  of  whom  he  left,  as  foon  as  he  found  their 
fortunes  fell  j  fliort  of  his  expectation.  He  was  fo  con¬ 
tinually  importuning  us  to  introduce  him  to  ladies,  that  at 
laft  we  contrived  to  get  rid  of  him  by  dreffing  up  my 
maid  in  a  young  lady's  apparel,  and  recommending  her 
to  him  for  a  Barbadoes  fortune,  and  the  plot  fucceeded  even 
beyond  expedition.  The  fir  ft  vifit  he  made  her  was  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  and  they  were  married  on  the  Thurfday  follow¬ 
ing.  I  believe  fhe  is  as  modeft  a  woman  as  lives,  nor  is  flue  any 
thing  below  him  on  account  of  her  father’s  being  a  foldicr, 
for  his  father  ferved  in  the  fame  charadter  under  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well.  The  Monday  after  the  wedding,  Mr.  Cockerell  came 
to  me,  and  faid,  he  was  bit.  Bit,  fays  I,  what !  a  man  of 
your  years,  and  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  town  too  ?  It  is 
very  ftrange,  indeed.  Well,  fays  he,  it  was  my  own  fault  ; 
I  was  arafh  old  fool,  I  can  blame  nobody  but  myfelf  :  but  1 
fhould  have  bit  her,  if  fhe  had  been  fo  rich  as  I  expected  ;  for 
1  have  made  over  all  my  eftate  to  my  brother’s  fon,  except 
130  E  a  year,  a  third  of  which  is  all  that  fhe  qan  come  in  for. 
I  cannot  tell  whether  he  did  this  before  marriage,  or  fince, 
but  he  defired  both  me  and  my  fifter,  the  defendant,  to 
perfuade  his  wife  to  confent  to  a  divorce,  upon  condition 
of  his  allowing  her  a  handfome  reward  :  I  told  him  I  thought 
no  woman  would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  fvvear  herfelf  to  be  a 
whore,  and  fo  lofe  her  hufband  for  a  little  money.  Phoo  ! 
fays  he,  there  is  no  occafion  for  all  that;  I  can  manage  it 
a  much  better  way,  if  you  can  but  get  her  to  comply  ;  for 
I  will  provide  a  pre-contradf  betwixt  me  and  another  lady, 
and  get  witnefles  to  fwear  it. 

Ann  Tea.  Mr.  Cockerell,  after  the  wedding,  came  to 
my  miftrefs  Eccletort’s,  appeared  very  well  pleafed,  and  afked 
for  Mrs.  Gregory,  but  as  foon  as  file  came  to  him,  he  charged 
a  conftable  with  her.  She  defired  a  little  time  to  drefs  herfelf; 
but  he  took  her  by  the  fhouiders,  and  would  have  thrown 
her  down  ftairs,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented.  I  heard 
him  fay,  the  reafon  why  he  was  in  fuch  a  hurry  to  be  married, 
without  making  any  farther  enquiry  about  the  woman’s 

i  eftate 
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eftate,  was,  for  fear  fhe  fhould  enquire  after  his  elfate  and  his 
charadter. 

Mr.  Singleton.  On  Thurfday  morning,  which  was  the. 
wedding-day,  Mr.  Cockerell  telling  me  what  a  great  fortune 
he  was  going  to  marry,  I  bid  him  take  care  that  he  was. not 
bit.  Bit,  fays  he.  No,  no,  I  am  too  old  for  that;  they  mull 
have  good  luck  that  can  bite  me.  And  are  you  really  certain,, 
fays  I,  as  to  the  plantation  ?  Ay,  ay,  fays  he,  I  am  very  well 
fatisfied.  .  v  t  , 

Mr.  Hammond.  After  the  wedding,  Mr.  Cockerell  told 
me,  that  he  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  his  bride. 

Court.  The  marriage  vow  of  the  plaintiff  over-turns  the 
whole  indi&ment,  for  his  making  that  vow  is  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement,  that  he  did  not  depend  upon  the  report  of  her 
fortune,  for,  in  a  moil  folemn  manner  he  declared,  that  he 
took  her  for  richer  or  poorer,  not  for  the  fake  of  a  Barbadoes 
plantation,  but  to  live  with  her  after  God’s  holy  ordinance; 
that  is,  for  the  procreation  of  children,  and  for  the  mutual 
fociety  and  help  of  each  other. 

The  jury  acquitted  the  defendants. 


FOSTER  SNOW,  for  Murder,  O&ober,  1725. 

OSTER  SNOW  was  indicfed  for  the  murder  of  Thomas 
1  Rawlings,  by  giving  him  with  a  knife  one  mortal  wound 
in  the  left  bread,  the  length  of  one  inch,  and  depth  of 
feven  inches,  of  which  mortal  wound  he  inferitly  died,  Oc» 
tober  7. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  on  the  ftatute  of  dabbing. 

And  a  third  time  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition  for  the  faicf 
murder. 

yohn  Waterman ,  On  the  7th  of  Odtober,  at  night,  the 
deceafed  came  into  the  prifoner’s  houfe,  the  Feathers  ale- 
houfe  in  Holborn,  and  brought  a  couple  of  rabbits,  which  he 
ordered  to  be  mailed  for  fupper,  and  then  he  fat  down  by 
the  kitchen  fire.  While  he  was  there  the  prifoner  came  in, 
appeared  very  uneafy,  walked  to  and  fro,  and  muttered  out 

d - n  him  !  d- - n  him!  Then  turning  to  a  porter,  he 

mentioned  the  man  with  a  filver  button  to  his  hat.  That  is 
you,  fays  I  to  the  deceafed.  Yes,  I  know  it,  fays  he,  and 
fo  got  up  and  went  out,  to  prevent  words,  as  I  fuppofe.  The 
prifoner  followed  and  curfed  him,  and  a  great  many  hard' 

words 
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Words  palled  between  them.  They  came  in  again  ,  and  fup-* 
per  being  ready,  it  was  brought  upon  the  table.  The  deceafed 
defired  the  prifoner  and  his  wife  to  fit  down  and  eat  a  bit  : 
but  the  prifoner  turned  about  and  faid,  Eat  i he  devil  !  and 
then  quarreled  with  his  wife  and  beat  her.  The  deceafed  got 
tip  and  flept  between  them  to  part  them,  upon  which  the 
prifoner  reached  to  the  drefier  and  took  up  fomething,  which 
I  fuppofe  was  a  knife  (but  I  could  not  fee  diftindfly  hec'aujfe. 
it  was  night,  and  there  was  no  candle  upon  the  drefier)  though 
Whatever  it  was,  he  flretched  out  his  arm  in  this  manner,-— 
and  ffruck  the  deceafed  thus,--  -and  thereupon  the  deceafed 
immediately  funk  down  and  died, 

Mr.  Middleton.  I  called  at  the  houfe  to  drink,  fhe  de¬ 
ceafed  was  there,  and  afked  me  to  drink  with  him.  The  pri¬ 
soner  came  into  the  kitchen  in  a  very  Curly  humour.  You 
are  a  faucy  dog,  fays  he  to  the  deceafed  :  and  you  are  another, 
faid  the  deceafed  again.  Sirrah,  you  are  a  rogue,  fays  the 
prifoner  :  call  me  rogue,  fays  the  deceafed,  and  I’ll  lay  you 
behind  the  fire. 

John  JVaterjnan  again.  I  heard  the  deceafed  fay,  Ye  little 
dog,  if  you  was  a  man  as  you  are  not,  Pd  throw  ye  behind 
the  fire ;  and  then  the  deceafed  and  I  fat  down  to  fupper,  and 
the  prifoner  quarreled  with  his  wife. 

John  iood .  About  a  month  ago  I  called  at  the  prifoner’s 
houfe,  and  enquired  for  the  deceafed,  he’s  a  rogue,  fays  the 
prifoner,  a  villain  1  a  rafcal  !  He  owes  me  money.  I  laid  I 
believed  he  was  a  very  horieft  man  ;  to  which  the  prifoner  re-* 
plied,  I’d  make  no  more  of  killing  him  than  of  killing  a  toad 


or  a  dog. 


Mr.  Hutchinfon ,  the  furgeon.  I  was  fent  fof  to  the  de- 
Ceafed,  but  he  was  dead  before  I  came.  He  had  a  mortal 
Wound  in  his  left  breafC  between  fix  and  feven  inches  deep.* 
and  I  believe  it  was  given  with  fuch  a  knife  as  this,  which  was 
afterwards  found  all  bloody  in  the  kitchen. 

1 Thomas  Byas.  The  prifoner  came  into  the  kitchen  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  very  uneafy ;  What,  fays  he,  niuft  I  he  abufed 
in  my  own  houfe  by  a  man  that  owes  me  money  ?  Who  do 
ye  mean  ?  Me?  fays  the  deceafed  :  Yes,  you,  replies  the  pri¬ 
foner.  His  wife  came  in,  arid  defired  him  to  be  quiet.  Yes, 
I  will  be  quiet  in  my  own  houfe,  faid  he,  arid  gave  per  a  (lap 
on  the  face.  The  deceafed  faid,  Are  you  not  a  rogue  for 
that  ?  The  woman  ran  out,  the  prifoner  would  have  followed, 
but  the  deceafed  prevented  him,  and  prefently  after  the  de¬ 
ceased  fell  down  and  died. 

q  Y  y  JW 
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The  Pr  if  oner's  Maid .  The  prifoner  was  going;  to  follow 
my  miftrefs,  but  the  deceafed  flopped  him,  and  faid,  You 
fhall  not  ftrike  her  in  my  prefence.  I  had  juft  before  laid 
this  cafe  knife  upon  the  drefTer,  and  I  faw  the  prifoner  take 
it  up:  I  did  not  fee  hirri  give  the  ftroke;  but  the  deceafed 
funk  down  by  the  drefter,  and  died  before  we  could  get  & 
furgeon.  We  afterwards  found  this  very  knife  all  bloody  up¬ 
on  the  floor. 

The  prifoner  made  no  other  defence,  than  calling  fome  of 
his  acquaintance  to  his  reputation.  They  gave  him  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  honeft,  quiet,  good-natured  man  ;  and  added, 
that  the  deceafed,  when  in  liquor,  was  commonly  very  frac¬ 
tious,  and  the  moft  troublefome  man  in  nature. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  three  indictments. 
Death • 

s  «  ■  .  - 

From  the  Poft-Man,  of  Nov.  2,  1725. 

The  Cafe  of  Mr .  Foster  Snow,  now  under  Sentence  of\ 

Death . 

Fofter  Snow  being  to  be  executed  to-morrow  with  the  other 
Criminals,  for  whofe  death  a  warrant  came  down  to  New¬ 
gate  laft  Saturday  night,  he  gave  the  following  paper  to  a 
friend  of  his,  defiring  the  fame  might  be  publifhed,  while 
he  is  yet  living,  to  atteft  the  truth  of  it  to  any  objeCtor. 

T*  HE  firft  circumftance  attending  my  cafe,  which  I  (hall 
begin  with,  is  fuch,  that  I  believe  my  countrymen  will 
think  very  remarkable.  They  will  fay  it  was  fome  what  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  a  man  (hould  rife  out  of  his  bed  in  the 
morning  to  prevent  a  murder,  and  be  tempted  in  the  evening 
to  commit  one.  But  fo  it  happened,  that  on  the  7th  of 
OCfober,  the  day  on  which  I  committed  that  deteftable  fad, 
for  which  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  am  the  juft  abhorrence  of  all 
mankind,  I  heard  an  out-cry  of  murder  betwixt  one  and  two 
in  the  morning,  upon  which  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  and,  going 
to  the  chamber  where  my  wife  and  daughter  lay,  I  knocked 
haftily  at  the  door,  telling  my  wife  there  was  a  cry  of  mur¬ 
der  at  the  next  houfe,  and  bidding  her  get  up  and  open  the 
door  immediately ;  but  (he  delayed  fo  long,  that  I  was  in  a 
paflion,  and  fwore  I  would  break  open  the  door  if  (he  did  not 
come  prefently ;  upon  which  (he  then  let  me  in  5  and,  won¬ 
dering 
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Bering  what  made  her  keep  me  out  fo  long,  I  looked  £bout, 
and,  to  my  great  furprife,  found  the  deceafed,  Mr.  Rawlins, 
had  wrapped  himfeif  up  in  one  of  the  curtains :  his  cloaths 
feemed  to  be  but  juft  put  on,  and  his  ftockings  were  about 
his  heels,  fo  that  1  concluded  he  was  no  ftranger  to  my  bed  $ 
but  I  did  not  Hand  to  expoftulate  the  matter,  the  cry  of  mur¬ 
der  calling  me  away  to  help  the  poor  woman,  which  I  did, 
and  took  her  off  a  party-wall  between  her  houfe  and  mine  in 
her  (hift,  and  carried  her  to  my  own  houfe. 

The  fame  day,  about  two  or  three  o’clock,  when  I  was 
abroad,  Mr.  Rawlins  brought  a  couple  of  rabbits  to  my  houfe, 
which,  at  my  return,  about  nine  at  night,  I  found  drefling, 
and  alked  who  they  were  for?  being  told  they  were  for  Mr, 
Rawlins,  I  made  anfwer,  that  he  had  better  pay  his  debts, 
than  live  fo  profufely.  When  they  were  ready,  Mr.  Rawlins 
called  for  my  wife  to  fit  down  to  fupper  with  him,  and  after 
fbme  time  I  was  called  by  Mr.  Rawlins  to  lit  down  with 

them,  which  I  refufing,  Rawlins  (aid,  d - n  me,  I  don't 

care  for  your  company  fince  I  have  got  your  wife's.  To 
which  I  faid,  Nay,  if  this  be  the  cafe,  you  {han't  have  hers 
neither.  And  then  I  took  my  wife  by  the  arm  and  drew  her 
from  the  table  ;  but  Rawlins  refcued  her  from  me ;  and, 
while  fhe  and  my  daughter  ran  away,  he  collared  me,  and 
threatened  to  throw  me  behind  the  lire:  and,  after  this  infult, 
he  took  hold  of  both  my  hands,  and  griped  them  fo  violently, 
that  it  was  infupportable,  and  put  me  into  fuch  a  pallion,  that 
I  took  up  the  knife,  and  with  it  gave  the  unfortunate  blow, 
tho'  without  any  defign  to  murder  him,  neither  did  any  fuch 
thought  ever  enter  into  my  head. 

My  wife  and  daughter  had  trufted  the  deceafed,  and  lent 
him  feveral  fums  of  money,  how  much  was  belt  known  to 
themfelves ;  but  my  wife  told  me  there  was  above  1 81.  due  to 
me  from  the  deceafed-,  a  great  while  before  this  unhappy  ac¬ 
cident,  of  which,  till  then,  ]  was  entirely  ignorant,  becaufe 
they  had  given  Mr.  Rawlins  credit  unknown  to  me. 

Foster  Snow. 


u  Mr.  Snow's  friend,  to  whom  he  communicated  the  above 
paper,  gives  this  farther  account  of  his  behaviour  fince  his 
imprifonment  and  condemnation. 


X/?  R.  Snow  having  declared  what  is  contained  in  the  above 
^  *  paper  before  his  friend  and  two  clergymen,  and  defired 
to  take  the  facrament  j  the  clergymen  alked  him  fome  necef- 

Y  y  2  fary 
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fary  queftions  2bout  his  qualifications  for  that  facrcd  ordi- 
nance ;  to  which  he  gave  a  very  pertinent  anfwer,  telling 
them  withall,  that  it  would  not  he  the  firft  time.  Upon 
this  the  clergymen  telling  him,  that  he  could  not  take  it  till 
he  forgave  his  wife  and  daughter;  he  made  anfwer,  that  he 
knew  he  could  not,  but  that  he  did  forgive  them  and  all  the 
world,  though  he  faid  they  had  been  the  occafion  of  his 
ruin  in  trade,  as  well  as  of  bringing  him  to  this  untimely 
end 

6 4  Upon  the  firft  day  of  the  ferfions,  Mrs.  Snow  and  her 
daughter  meeting  with  her  hufband’s  witnefFes  and  friends  at 
the  Fountain-tavern  without  Newgate,  when  the  trial  was 
expedied  to  come  on  every  hour,  they  afked  his  maid  what 
fire  had  to  fay  in  her  mailer’s  behalf.  My  mailer  and  mif- 
trefs,  faid  fhe,  were  quarreling,  and  my  mailer  {truck  her, 
upon  which  the  deceafed  got  up,  and,  taking  fall  hold  of  my 
tnafler  with  both  hands,  fiiook  him  very  hard,  and  {wore, 

d* - n  him,  he  fhould  not  abufe  his  wife  in  his  company. 

Mean  while  the  wife  and  daughter  ran  away,  when  Mr.  Snow 
curfed  him,  and  faid  he  was  a  villain  to  meddle  or  make  be¬ 
twixt  him  and  his  wife,  asking  him,  what  bufinefs  it  was  of 
his?  Upon  which  the  deceafed  came  to  him,  and  fwore  he 
yvould  lay  him  behind  the  fire ;  and  my  mailer  in  his  defence 
might  take  up  the  knife  and  flab  him  ;  but  I  can’t  tell,  for  I 
did  not  fee  him  do  it ;  and  if  he  did  it,  it  was  in  a  paflion. 
However  1  faw  the  deceafed  fall,  and  the  knife  upon  the 
ground.  The  maid  was  afked  feveral  times  if  ihe  was  fure  (he 
did  not  fee  her  mailer  flab  him?  and  fhe  declared  every  time, 
jt+i at  fhe  did  not.  This  ihe  protefled  before  the  mother  and 
daughter,  and  the  reft  of  the  company  at  the  Fountain-ta¬ 
vern ;  and,  had  his  trial  then  come  on,  fhe  was  ready  to 
fwear  it. 

44  The  fon  of  the  deceafed,  ftanding  at  the  tavern  door, 
innocently  declared  the  truth  before  three  or  four  people,  that 
Mr.  Snow’s  daughter  had  been  a  very  good  friend  to  his  father 
and  his  family,  for  fine  had  chiefly  maintained  them  for  a 
year  and  a  half  Sail  paft,  orelfe,  he  faid,  he  did  not  know  what 
they  (hould  have  done. 

44  As  for  Mr.  Snow’s  behaviour,  fince  he  received  fentence 
pf  death,  his  friend,  who  has  never  failed  feeing  or  fending 
to  him  twice  every  day,  declares,  and  fo  do  all  the  keepers, 
{hat  he  has  behaved  bimfelf  as  well  as  ever  man  did  under 
condemnation.  His  faid  friend,  and  a  clergyman  being  alfo 
in  company  with  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  afked  how  he  be¬ 
haved  ?  and  he  told  them,  that  he  behaved  as  well,  or  better 

than 
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than  any  man  he  ever  had  under  his  care.  The  condemned 
perfon,  being  afked  on  Saturday  laft,  why  he  lay  upon  the 
bare  bricks  when  he  had  a  bed  in  the  room  ?  anfwered,  That 
he  would  never  lie  upon  it  for  fear  he  fhould  fall  afleep  and 
neglect  his  duty. 

“  He  has  taken  the  facrament,  and  declared  the  truth  of 
the  above  paper,  both  before  and  ftnce. 

<c  N.B.  Whereas  it  has  been  malicioufly  reported  of  the 
unhappy  perfon  now  going  to  fuffer  death,  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Rawlins,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  like  faff:  once  before, 
in  killing  a  Gardener  at  Sroke-Newington  :  This  is  to  certify 
that  the  faid  Gardener  was  Mr.  Snow’s  particular  friend,  and 
that  a  perfon  who  belonged  to  the  Sword-blade-offtce  was  in¬ 
dicted  for  that  faff  at  the  Old-Bailey,  and,  after  full  evidence, 
found  guilty  of  manftaughter.” 

Copy  of  an  advertifement  inferted  by  order  of  the  court,  in 
the  Seftions-paper  of  December,  1725. 

“  The  printer  of  the  news  paper,  entitled.  The  Pofl-Man, 
being;  required  to  attend  the  court,  on  account  of  his  printing 
and  publifhing  in  his  Toft- Man  of  Tuefday  the  2d  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  a  paper,  intitled,  The  cafe  of  Fofter  Snow,  &c. 
which  was  fubferibed  with,  and  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Fofter 
Snow,  and  reprefenting  his  cafe  very  different  from  what  it 
appeared  to  be,  upon  the  evidence  given  at  his  trial,  thereby 
to  extenuate  his  own  guilt,  and  reflect  upon  the  juftice  of  the 
nation:  the  faid  printer,  acknowledging  himfelf  to  be  the  printer 
and  publifher  of  the  faid  libel,  was  committed  by  the  court ; 
and,  being  called  upon  to  difeover  the  perfon  from  whom  he 
received  the  fame,  and  alfo  to  give  evidence,  upon  his  pro- 
mife  fo  to  do  if  required,  and  upon  his  humble  fubmiffion, 
and  begging  pardon  of  the  court  for  his  offence,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged. ” 

Wefhall  make  no  remarks  on  the  account  printed  in  the 
Poft-Man,  but  leave  the  reader  to  compare  it  with  the  fore¬ 
going  trial,  and  with  the  following  paffages,  which  are  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Mr.  Guthry,  the  ordinary’s  paper. 

<c  Fofter  Snow,  about  55  years  of  age,  appeared  at  his 
trial,  and  a  little  after,  to  be  in  great  perplexity  and  confu- 
fton,  fo  that  he  was  thought  to  be  crazed.  The  principal 
j'eafon  of  this  was,  to  lee  himfelf  of  fuch  an  advanced  age, 

who 
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who  had  lived  fo  long  innocently,  and  without  giving  offence, 
bearing  the  character  of  an  honeft  houfe- keeper  and  peaceable 
neighbour,  now  in  his  old  age  brought  to  fuch  fignal  difgrace 
and  punifhment,  for  fo  heinous  a  crime  as  murder. 

“■  He  confefled  his  heinous  fin  of  murder  with  many  tears, 
and  on  all  occafions  in  chapel,  where  he  pun£tually  attended 
divine  fervice  twice  a  day,  he  appeared  very  devout,  Sighing, 
groaning,  and  fhedding  abundance  of  tears  for  his  fins,  and 
that  of  murder  in  particular.  And  when  in  private  he  was 
admonifhed  to  endeavour  after  true  repentance,  attended 
with  a  broken  heart  and  contrite  fpirit,  which  is  a  facrifke 
God  will  not  defpife ;  he  faid,  O  murder !  murder  !  that  is 
the  great  grief  and  affliction  of  my  foul !  And  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  when  in  the  communion  fervice,  I  read  the  fixth  com¬ 
mandment  againff  murder,  I  obferved  him  extremely  moved 
«ind  concerned,  and  weeping  very  bitterly. 

“  As  for  his  wife  he  fpoke  modeftly  of  her,  and  becaufe 
of  flanderous  reports,  and  upon  his  wife’s  defire,  it  was  afked 
whether  or  not  he  entertained  jealous  thoughts  of  her  ?  Tcsi 
which  heanfwered,  I  never  had  jealoufy  of  her  perfen,  but 
ofherpurfe;  alluding  to  her  trufling  Mr.  Rawlins  with  too 
much  money.  He  complained  mightily  of  his  wife’s  unkind- 
nefs  and  unnaturalnefs,  in  not  vifiting  him  more  frequently, 
and  in  not  fupplying  him  with  money  and  other  necefTaries, 
while  he  was  in  prifon,  and  under  fentence :  but,  it  feems, 
fomething  of  unkindnefs  occafioned  a  fort  of  indifferency  be¬ 
tween  them. 

“  He  complained  very  much  of  his  wife’s  daughter.  He 
faid,  that  fhe  was  an  undutiful  wife  to  her  hufband,  who  has 
now  left  her,  and  gone  abroad.  That  fhe  entertained  Mr. 
Rawlins  too  much  about  bis  houfe  againff  his  will,  and  pre¬ 
judicial  to  his  intereft.  That  fome  of  Rawlins’s  children 
were  kept  at  his  houfe.  That  familiarity  was  fufpe&ed.  That 
he  had  been  a  moil  kind  father-in-law  to  her,  giving  to  her 
the  charge  of  his  whole  houfe,  for  which  he  had  been  but 
forrily  requited.  This  I  do  not  affirm  as  a  truth,  but  only 
declare  ingenudufly  what  he  afferted.  He  fpoke  alfo  with  very 
much  concern  of  his  grand- child,  a  young  girl  whom  he 
greatly  loved,  and  feared  that  (he  fhould  be  negle&ed  in  her. 
education  after  his  death.  But  as  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 
upon  admonition  of  the  neceffity  of  forgiving  injuries,  he  moffc 
frankly  forgave  any  offence  by  them  committed,  and  heartily 
prayed  for  their  profperity,  not  entertaining  the  leaft  grudge 
againft  them,  his  neareft  and  deareft  relations  :  folemnly  pro-' 
felting,  that  he  died  in  peace  with  all  the  world ;  that  he  en-± 
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tertained  no  ill  thoughts  of  his  wife  ;  and  altho’  he  faid  that 
his  daughter-in-law  was  the  indirect  occafion  of  the  murder  he 
committed,  he  prayed  that  fhe  might  prove  a  good  and  virtu¬ 
ous  woman,  and  more  free  of  all  fufpicions  than  formerly  file 
had  been. 

“  He  faid,  that  he  was  defcended  of  honeft  parents,  who 
had  given  him  an  education  fuitable  to  bis  ftation.  That  he 
was  of  the  fame  trade  with  his  father,  a  gardener ;  and  that 
in  the  faid  employment,  and  that  of  a  butler,  he  had  ferved 
perfons  of  great  quality  and  eminence,  with  reputation.  And 
that  fince  his  marriage,  about  14  years  ago,  he  had  been  an 
honeft  houfe-keeper,  in  very  good  character  and  efteem  with 
his  neighbours  :  but  his  great  failing  was,  that,  efpecially 
when  a  little  intoxicated,  he  fell  into  violent  and  outragious 
fits  of  paffion,  which  was  the  only  immediate  caufe  of  his 
murdering  Mr.  Rawlins,  never  having  entertained  in  his 
thoughts,  the  leaft  defign  of  injuring,  much  lefs  of  murdering 
him. 

44  He  faid,  that  Mr.  Rawlins  had  provoked  him  very 
much,  by  coming  into  and  flaying  in  his  houfe  againft  his  will, 
and  by  affronting  him  with  difdainful  .undervaluing  language, 
and  feveral  other  ways  in  his  own  houfe,  while  he  was  owing 
him  money,  and  either  could  not,  or  would  not  pay  him. 
It  was  reprefented  to  him,  that  all  thefe  provocations  were 
no  ways  equal  to  the  direful  vengeance  he  had  taken  upon 
him.  This  he  confeffed  to  be  true,  and  faid,  that  he  was 
forry  for  the  great  fin  of  murder,  fo  he  alfo  repented  of  the 
moft  unreafonable  paflion  which  was  the  caufe  of  it:  and 
likewife,  for  any  manner  of  drunkennefs,  or  other  more  than 
ordinary  fins  he  had  been  guilty  of.  He  denied  his  being 
guilty  of  any  other  notorious  fins,  and  affirmed,  that  he  had 
been  at  all  times  of  a  charitable  difpofition  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  and  moft  ready  to  perform  other  good  offices  to 
mankind. 

<£  He  denied  that  he  faid,  that,  after  having  given  Rawlins 
names,  he  would  make  no  more  to  kill  him  than  to  kill  a 
dog,  or  a  toad. 

4<  Seven  or  eight  days  before  his  death,  he  was  grievoufly 
afflicted  with  ficknefs,  fo  that  he  was  fekiom  able  to  come  to 
chapel.  He  was  fomewhat  crazed,  which  appeared  by  his 
looks  and  geftures,  particularly  in  chapel  the  Sunday  before 
he  died,  where  he  fpoke  a  little  too  much,  and  cried  out  in 
the  time  of  divine  fervice,  as  if  he  had  been  difturbed  in  mind. 
But  he  ftill  continued  penitent  for  his  crying  guilt,  was  very 
thankful  for  what  advices,  prayers,  and  good  inftruffions 
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were  given  him  ;  declared,  that  he  died  in  the  faith  of  being 
faved  only  through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  com¬ 
munion  of  the  church  of  England,  of  which  he  was  born  an 
unworthy  member,  and  in  peace  with  all  the  world.” 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  W ednefday,  November  3* 


1725. 


PHILLIS  NOEL  E,  for  privately  Healing,  January, 

1725-26. 


pHILLIS  NOBLE  was  indicled  for  privately  Healing  from 
the  perfon  of  Ben.  Gofling  a  brafs  box,  and  two  guineas, 

Jan.  3* 

Ben  Gofling.  You  mull  note,  that  I  live  in  White- 
Horfe-Yard,  in  Drury-Lane  ;  I  am  a  bricklayer’s  labourer  by 
trade  :  I  work  hard  for  my  money,  and  therefore  the  more 
fool  I,  for  taking  no  better  care  of  it,  arid  fo  much  for  that : 
but,  as  I  was  a  faying,  betwixt  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  a  mortal  cold  night  it  was,  I  am  fure  I  have 
caufe  enough  to  remember  it :  for,  as  I  was  coming  by  the 
corner  of  Bennet’s-court,  in  Drury-Lane,  who  fhould  I  meet 
but  the  prifoner  ;  and  fo,  fays  file,  how  do  you  do,  my  dear:’ 
it  is  bloody  cold  weather  :  I  wifh  you  would  give  me  a  dram. 
Whereof,  fays  I  again,  for  matter  of  that,  I  don’t  much 
care  if  I  do,  if  we  can  but  come  to  a  good  fire  ;  and  fo,  what 
fignifies  lying,  we  {truck  a  bargain,  and  went  to  a  gin-fhop, 
and  I  thought  I  had  better  dofo  than  wander  about  the  flreets 
all  night  ■,  though  I  mud  needs  own,  I  might  as  well  have 
gone  home  to  my  wife  ;  and  my  wife,  though  I  fay  it,  is  as 
good  a  woman  as  ever  lived  ;  but  that  is  neither  here  nor 
there  :  the  truth  of  the  {lory  is,  I  was  got  a  little  in  for  it, 
and  when  I  am  once  in,  I  never  mind  which  end  goes  fore- 
mod  ;  and  it  is  many  a  poor  man’s  cafe  as  well  as  mine  5 
and  fo,  Sir,  being  with  this  woman  in  the  gin-fhop,  we 
drank  quartern  after  quartern,  till  the  reckoning  came  to  the 
tune  of  eight-pence  ;  and  I  had  got  a  brafs  tobacco-box  in 
my  pocket,  with  two  guineas  in  it,  and  a  note  upon  com¬ 
mand  for  fix  pounds,  fix  {hillings,  and  fome  other  odd  matters  : 
whereof,  I  takes  out  this  box  to  pay  the  fhot ;  now,  Whether 
fhe  faw  the  money  in  the  box,  or  did  not  fee  it,  I  cannot  be 
pofitive  ;  may-hap  &e  might,  or,  may-hap  fhe  might  not  5 
though  it  is  no  great  matter  one  way  or  the  other  j  but  this  I 
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can  fwear,  out  of  this  box  I  took  a  {billing,  and  gave  it  my 
landlady  to  change,  and  then  put  up  my 'box  again,  and  then 
fome  other  people  came  in  to  drink,  and  by  and  by  my  land¬ 
lady  brings  me  a  groat  out  of  my  {hilling,  and  I  went  out 
with  the  groat  in  one  hand,  and  Phillis  in  the  other ;  but, 
going  to  put  my  groat  up,  1  miffed  my  box,  and  fo  I 
called  the  watch,  and  the  watch  carried  her  to  the  Round- 
houfe,  and  there  my  box  was  found  thruff  down  her  back, 
but  the  d-v-1  a  penny  of  money  was  there  in  it;  and  my 
wife  found  the  note  upon  her  ;  and  there  is  an  end  of  my 
ftory. 

Jacob  Qtzvcy,  John  Egly,  and  the  profecutor’s  wife,  de- 
pofed,  that  upon  fearching  the  prifoner,  they,  found  the  box 
and  note.  / 

Prij  oner .  It  being  a  cold  night,  1  went  into  a  gin-fhop 
for  a  dram  of  annifeed,  and  there  I  found  this  gofling  a 
drinking  with  a  parcel  of  hunters,  but  in  a  little  time  he 
fell  upon  them  and  beat  them ;  for  he  was  devilifh  chunk, 
and  then  truly  he  would  fain  have  been  rude  With  me ; 
but  I  gave  him  to  underhand,  that  I  was  above  making 
myfelf  familiar  with  any  fuch  fellows,  and  fo  l  went  out, 
but  he  followed  me,  and  thrult  me  up  again!!  a  wall,  and 
pulled  out  a  piftol,  and  fwore  he  would  fire  at  me,  if  I  would 
not  let  him  ravifh  me. 

The  jury  found  her  guilty  to  the  value  of  ten-pence. 
Tranfportation . 
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*|  OHN  ONEBY  was  indicated  for  the  murder  of  William 
.J  Gower,  Efq;  by .  malicioufly  giving  him  with  a  drawn 
fword,  in  the  left  part  of  the  belly,  near  the  navel,  one 
mortal  wound  of  the  length  of  one  inch  and  an  half,  and 
depth  of  ten  inches,  February  2,  1 725-6,  of  which  mor¬ 
tal  wound  he  Ianguilhed  till  the  next  day,  and  then  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indi&ed  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Thomas  Hawkins.  On  the  2d  of  February,  between  nine 
and  ten  at  night,  Mr.  Blunt,  the  deceafed,  the  prifoner, 
and  myfelf,  went  from  Will’s  coffee-houfe  to  the  Caftle  ta¬ 
vern,  where,  in  about  half  an  hour,  Mr.  Rich  came  to  us. 
After  the  fourth  bottle,  the  prifoner  called  for  a  box  and  dice  ; 
10  Z  z  the 
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the  drawer  faid  they  had  none  in  the  houfe  :  why  then,  fays 
the  prifoner,  bring  the  pepper-box.  The  drawer  brought  it, 
and  dice  were  laid  upon  the  table  5  but  I  don’t  know  by  whom : 
we  played  low,  nobody  fetring  above  half  a  guinea,  and  yet  I  had 
no  great  inclination  to  game,  and  efpecially  to  fet  the  prifoner; 
and  therefore,  after  a  trifling  lofs,  I  declined  the  play.  The 
prifoner  appeared  difgufted  at  it,  and  afked  me  why  I  refufed: 
I  told  him  I  fhould  ufe  my  own  pleafure,  whether  it  was 
agreeable  to  his  honour  or  not  :  the  reft  continued  playing. 
The  deceafed  loft  thirty  {hillings  :  Mr.  Rich  faid,  who 
will  fet  me  three  half-crowns  ?  Upon  which  the  deceafed 
took  fomething  out  of  his  pocket,  and  laid  it  on  the  table, 
but  concealed  it  with  his  hand,  and  faid,  I  will  fet  you 
three  pieces,  and  then  taking  his  hand  away,  we  faw  three 
half-pence.  This  was  not  offered  to  the  prifoner,  but  he 
appeared  to  be  much  affronted.  He  faid.  that’s  very  im¬ 
pertinent  to  fet  three  half-pence.  The  deceafed  faid,  what 
do  you  mean  by  impertinent  ?  And  the  prifoner  replied, 
you  are  an  impertinent  puppy  ;  and  prefently  fnaiched  up 
a  bottle,  and  threw  it  at  the  deceafed’s  head,  and  it  beat 
fome  powder  out  of  his  wig,  but  did  him  no  hurt.  He, 
in  return,  toffed  a  glafs,  or  a  candleftick,  I  cannot  tell 
which,  at  the  prifoner  ;  but  it  did  not  reach  him.  —  - 
They  both  rofe  up  together,  and  went  to  their  fwords, 
which  hung  up  in  the  room.  The  deceafed  being  quickeft 
got  his  fword  firft,  and  drew  it,  and  ftood  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  prifoner,  who  was 
advancing,  and  was  drawing  his  fword  to  meet  him  ;  but 
Mr.  Rich  ftepped  in  between,  and  prevented  him.  Then 
the  deceafed  threw  away  his  fword,  and  they  all  fat  down 
again,  and  drank  for  about  half  an  hour  ;  when  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  offering  his  hand  to  the  prifoner,  faid,  we  have  had 
words,  Major,  and  you  was  the  aggreffor  ;  but  let  us  agree. 

The  prifoner  anfwered,  No,  d - n  you,  I’ll  have  your 

blood  !  and  then,  turning  to  me,  he  faid,  Hawkins,  you 
was  the  occafion  of  this  :  why  then,  fays  I,  if  you  have  done 
with  him,  and  have  any  thing  to  fay  to  me,  I  am  your  man, 
and  I  will  fee  you  out.  No,  fays  he,  I  have  another  chap 

firft. - -In  about  half  an  hour  after  this,  which  was 

near  three  in  the  morning,  the  company  broke  up.  I  went 
out  of  the  room  firft,  and  Mr.  Blunt  and  Mr.  Rich  were 
next  after  me.  When  I  came  into  the  ftreet  it  rained,  and  I 
run  under  a  penthoufe,  where  I  ftood  a  little  while  ;  but  not 
having  a  chair  ready,  and  feeing  none  of  the  company  come 
vOut,  I  returned  to  the  room,  where  I  found  the  deceafed 
3  wounded. 
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wounded,  and  leaning  on  a  chair  in  a  languifhing  condition. 
He  died  the  next  morning.  I  knew  him  intimately,  and  I 
don’t  believe  that  there  was  a  Tweeter  tempered  man  in  the 
world. 

"John  Rich.  I,  the  prifoner,  the  deceafed,  and  fome 
others,  went  together  to  fee  the  new  tragedy  of  Hecuba  ; 
we  fat  in  the  pit.  The  deceafed  and  the  prifoner  appeared  to 
be  good  friends  all  the  time  of  the  play  ;  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  done,  I  left  them  ;  Tut  met  them  again  at  the 
Caffle  tavern  in  about  half  an  hour.  The  prifoner  and 
I  called  for  a  box  and  dice,  which,  not  being  to  be  had, 
he  called  for  a  pepper-box,  and  it  was  brought.  I  faw 
dice  lying  upon  the  table,  but  don’t  know  how  they  came 
there.  1  faid,  let  us  play  low.  Some  words  palled  between 
the  prifoner  and  Mr.  Hawkins.  I  laid  down  three  half- 
crowns.  The  Major  fet  me.  I  threw.  Seven  was  the 
main,  and  fix  the  chance.  The  deceafed  put  down  three 
half-pence  again!!  me,  and  faid,  here,  I  will  fet  you  three 
pieces.  The  prifoner  damned  him,  and  called  him  an  im¬ 
pertinent  puppy.  Sir,  faid  the  deceafed,  I  am  not  afraid 
cf  you,  and  he  that  calls  me  a  puppy  is  a  fcoundrel.  At 
thefe  words  the  prifoner  threw  a  bottle  at  him.  It  brufhed 
his  wig  as  it  palled,  and  he,  in  return,  tolfed  a  glafs.  They 
both  got  up  together,  but  the  deceafed,  being  the  nimble!!, 
jumped  on  the  table,  and  reached  his  fword  firfl,  and  then 
flepping  down,  he  drew,  and  Hood  ready  to  defend  him- 
felf,  but  made  no  offer  to  pulh.  In  the  mean  time  the 
prifoner  took  down  his  fword  and  cane,  which  were  together, 
and  there  being  the  table  and  a  chair  between  them,  he  came 
round  the  table,  and  was  going  to  engage  with  the  deceafed  ; 
but  I  Hepped  between  them,  and  told  the  prifoner,  who  was 
drawing  his  fword,  if  he  made  a  longe,  it  muf!  be  through 
my  body,  which,  as  I  was  unarmed,  would  be  wilful  mur¬ 
der.  The  deceafed  then  threw  away  his  fword,  and  they 
,  both  fat  down  again.  The  deceafed  put  his  hand  forward, 
and  faid,  come,  Major  let  us  be  reconciled  ;  words  in  heat 
may  be  forgot  and  forgiven.  The  prifoner  anfwered,  G— d 

d - n  you,  you  lie:  I’ll  have  your  blood,  by  G — d! 

and  then  turning  to  Mr.  Hawkins,  he  faid,  this  is  all  along 
of  you.  Mr.  Hawkins  anfwered,  then  I  am  your  man  ; 
and  the  prifoner  replied,  no,  I  have  another  chap  to  deal 
with  firft.  When  we  all  got  up  to  go,  the  prifoner  hung  his 
great  rug-coat  upon  his  fhoulders,  and,  I  think,  buttoned 
it  in  one  or  two  places.  Mr.  Hawkins  went  out  firlf,  Mr. 
Blunt  next,  the  deceafed  followed  him,  I,  the  deceafed, 
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and  the  prifoner  came  laH  ;  but  he  was  hardly  out  of  the. 
room,  when  he  called  to  the  deceafed,  Hark  you,  young 
gentleman,  a  word  with  you-  The  deceafed  turned  tack  ; 
they  both  re-entered  the  room.  The  door  was  imme¬ 
diately  ihut  fafc.  I  heard  a  claihing  of  fwords-,  and  a  loud 
{lamp  on  the  floor,  which  I  gueffed  was  made  by  the  pri¬ 
soner,  he  being  a  very  heavy  man.  Mr.  Blunt  and  i  Hep¬ 
ped  back,  and  endeavoured  to  get  in  ;  we  could  not  rea¬ 
dily  open  the  door;  but  the  drawer  corning  to  our  af- 
fiftance,  we  made  an  entrance,  Mr.  BWnt  fir  ft,  and  I  clofe 
behind  him.  The  prifoner  was  then  next  to  the  door, 
and  Handing  with  his  fword  drawn  in  his  right  hand,  the 
point  of  it  being  towards  the  deceafed,  whom  he  held  by 
his  fhoulder  with  his  left  hand.  I  think  the  deceafed  had 
then  no  fword  in  his  hand,  at  leaH  I  faw  none,  and  I  foon 
after  found  it  clofe  to  the  wainfcot,  behind  -the  folding  of  the 
great  oval  table.  It  was  bloody  and  greafy  four  or  five  inches 
from  the  point.  The  deceafed  doled  with  the  prifoner,  but 
in  fucb  a  manner,  as  if  he  rather  fell  towards  him  through 
weaknefs,  than  otherwife,  which  makes  me  think  the  wound  * 
was  given  him  before  we  came  in.  We  put  him  into  a  chair, 
and  fent  for  a  furgeon.  As  I  held  up  my  hand  to  part  them, 

I  felt  a  little  prick  through  my  coat,  by  the  prisoner's  fword  ; 
but  I  believe  it  v/as  done  accidentally.  Mr.  Blunt  at  the  fame 
time  clapped  his  hand  cm  his  belly,  and  faid,  he  was  dan- 
gerouflv  wounded  ;  but  I  am  ignorant  by  what  means.  I  told 
the  prifoner,  when  we  came  out  of  the  room,  that  1  was 
afraid  he  had  killed  the  deceafed.  No,  fays  he,  I  might  have 
done  it  if  I  would,  but  i  have  only  frighted  him.  But, 
fuppofe  i  had  killed  him,  I  know  what  I  do  in  thefe  affairs  ; 
for  if  I  had  killed  him  to  night,  in  the  heat  of  paffion,  I 
fhould  have  had  the  law  on  my  fide  ;  but  if  I  had  done  it  at 
any  other  time,  it  would  have  looked  like  a  fet  meeting,  and 
not  a  rencounter.  I  advifed  him  however  to  make  off,  for 
fear  of  the  worft— I  afked  the  deceafed  on  his  death-bed,  if 
be  received  the  wound  fairly  ?  He  anfwered  faintly,  I  think  I 
did — but — -I  don’t  know-— what  muht  have  happened — if 
you — had  not — come  in. 

Michael  Blunt.  From  the  play  we  went  to  Will’s,  and 
thence  to  the  Caftle,  where  we  were  very  merry  and  friendly, 
till  the  dice  were  called  for.  W e  played  lows  but  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins  foon  declined  ;  upon  which  the  prifoner  faid  to  him,  why 
do  you  come  into  company,  when  you  will  not  do  as  others 
do  ?  Mr.  Hawkins  anfwered,  Don't  trouble  yourfelf  about’ 
toe.  I'll  do  as  I  pleafe.  The  deceafed  fet  three  half-pence, 
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prifoner  faid  it  was  damn’d  impertinent  ;  and  Tome  other 
words  pairing,  he  flung  a  flafk  at  the  deceafed,  who,  in  re¬ 
turn,  tofled  a  glafs  nr  a  candleftick,  They  took  their  fwords, 
but  were  prevented  from  engaging,  and  [ o  they  fat  down 
again  ;  the  deceafed  offered  his  hand  to  he  reconciled,  upon, 
which  the  prifoner  gave  him  very  ill  language,  and  fwore  he 
would  have  his  blood.  As  this  made  me  apprehenfive,  that 
their  quarrel  would  break  out  again  the  next  day,  I  invited 
the  c  mpany  to  dine  with  me,  in  hopes  to  bring  on  a  re¬ 
conciliation,  and  prevent  future  mifehief.  The  prifoner  an- 
fwered  my  offer  with  No,  G — d  d — n  you,  I  will  dine  with 
none  of  you.  Are  you  angry,  Mr,  fays  I  ?  Have  you  any 
thing  to  fay  to  me  ?  Or  me,  fays  Mr.  Hawkins  ?  Or  me, 
fays  Mr.  Rich  ?  No,  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  any  of  us. 
This  was  about  two  or  three  in  the  morning.  And  after  vve 
were  all  come  out  of  the  room,  I  heard  the  prifoner  call  the 
deceafed  back  ;  and  they  were  no  focner  got  into  the  room 
again,  but  the  door  was  flung  to  with  great  violence,  and  l 
heard  the  clafhing  of  fwords.  When  1  got  in,  which  was 
with  much  difficulty,  I  did  not  fee  that  the  deceafed  had  any 
fword  in  his  hand,  but  he  was  finking  forward,  and  I,  by 
going  to  aflift  him,  received  a  wound  in  my  belly,  which  I 
was  afraid  was  mortal  ;  but  I  cannot  tell  how,  or  by  whom 
it  was  given,  though  I  think  it  could  not  be  by  the  deceafed, 
becaufe  he  had  no  fword  ;  and,  befides,  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  do  it.  A  furgeon  being  in  the  houfe,  gave  me  his  imme¬ 
diate  affiftance. 


Mr.  Shaw ,  the  furgeon.  I  found  the  deceafed  languishing 
in  a  chair.  His  inteftines  appeared  at  the  wound,  and  by  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  air,  begun  to  mortify  :  when  I  had  d relied 
him,  I  fent  him  home  ;  but  the  next  day  I  found  a  fecond 
rupture  of  the  intefiines.  He  died  foon  after,  and  that  wound 
was  the  caufe  of  his  death. 

Prifoner.  A  wager  was  laid  betwixt  Mr.  Rich  and 
Mr.  Blunt,  concerning  Mr.  Mills’s  adding  the  part  of  Caefar, 
in  the  play  of  Julius  Caefar,  and  it  was  loft  by  Mr,  Blunt. 
After  this  a  box  and  dice  were  called  for,  but  not  by  me  ; 
the  drawer  faid  he  had  dice,  but  no  box,  upon  which  fome- 
body  called  for  a  pepper-box.  I  flung  a-main  at  a  {billing, 
and  pa  fled  it  about.  Mr.  Hawkins  refufing,  I  faid,  I  thought 
there  was  as  good  fellowfhip  in  a  little  play,  as  in  altogether 
drinking  :  then  we  played  for  half  a  crown  or  three  (hillings  ; 
and  when  the  box  came  round  again,  the  reft  likewife  refufed 
to  play  ;  at  laft  the  deceafed  offered  to  fet  three  half-pence, 
which  I  faid  was  very  impertinent.  He  called  me  rafcal; 
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You  impertinent  puppy,  fays  I,  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 
Upon  which  he  threw  a  glafs  at  my  head,  and  drew  upon  me. 
I  told  him  he  adted  bafely  in  drawing  upon  me,  when  it  was 
he  that  gave  the  affront.  After  this  I  put  on  my  great  coat, 
and  was  going  out.  Mr.  Hawkins  had  flipped  away,  and  the 
reft  being  gone  out  of  the  room,  the  deceafed  puihed  the  door 
to,  and  drew  upon  me,  and  wounded  me  in  the  knee,  and 
cut  my  fingers.  I  parried,  and  clofed  with  him  ;  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  ftab  me  in  the  back,  at  which  time  Mr.  Blunt  came 
in,  and  received  a  wound  in  his  belly,  which  mu  ft  have  been 
by  the  deeeafed’s  fword. 

John  Barnes ,  the  drawer.-  I  threw  the  prifoner’s  great 
coat  over  his  fhoulders  as  he  was  going  out.  Mr.  Hawkins 
came  out  firft,  and  afked  if  his  chair  was  at  the  door,  I  faid. 
Yes.  Mr.  Blunt  followed,  and  I  went  to  unbar  the  door; 
the  reft  of  the  company  not  coming,  I  went  back  and  met 
Mr.  Rich,  he  bid  me  open  the  door  :  I  thought  he  meant  the 
ffreet-door,  and  was  turning  that  way  again,  but  he  fwore  at 
me,  and  told  me  the  other  door.  I  opened  it,  and  went  in 
firft,  and  the  deceafed  and  the  prifoner  were  both  with  their 
fwords  in  their  hands,  pointing  towards  each  other.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  clofed  with  the  prifoner,  in  a  manner  as  if  he  was  ra¬ 
ther  falling  than  pufhing,  and  the  prifoner  with  his  left  hand 
had  hold  of  the  deceafed,  who,  as  foon  as  we  parted  them, 
was  fo  weak,  that  he  could  not  ftand.  I  did  not  fee  him 
bleeding  when  I  came  into  the  room,  though  I  cried  out  to 
the  prifoner,  For  God’s  fake  what  are  you  doing  ? 

Prifonor.  Did  not  you  fee  the  deceafed  offer  to  ftab  me 
in  the  back  ? 

Barnes.  No. 

Mr.  Burdet ,  a  Surgeon.  The  next  day  in  the  evening  the 
prifoner  fent  a  coach  to  my  houfe,  with  a  letter  for  me,  in¬ 
forming  me,  that  he  had  been  wounded  in  a  rencounter,  and 
"deftring  me  to  come  to  him.  I  went,  and  found  him  in  bed 
at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Gardiner,  in  Dean-ftreet,  near  Red- 
lion-fq.uare,  where  he  had  concealed  himfelf.  He  had  one 
wound  below  his  knee  an  inch  and  half  long,  and  another 
on  his  buttock,  two  of  his  fingers  were  cut  in  the  firft  joint, 
and  he ,  (hewed  me  three  or  four  holes  in  his  breeches,  but 
none  of  his  wounds  were  above  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep, 
and  that  in  his  leg  had  but  juft  raifed  the  (kin. 

Mrs.  Gardiner .  The  prifoner  came  to  my  houfe  about 
twp  o’clock  in  the  morning :  he  was  bloody,  and,  upon 
Searching  him,  I  found  a  wound  in  his  buttock  as  deep  as  my 
&ng£r,  and  I  dreffed  it  for  him. 
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Court.  The  evidence  is  plain,  that  the  prifoner  gave  the 
firft  provocation  ;  and,  it  is  not  denied,  that  he  afterwards 
Jdlled  the  deceafed.  The  queftion  is,  Whether  from  the 
time  the  prifoner  threw  the  bottle,  to  the  time  the  deceafed 
received  the  wound,  there  was  any  reconciliation  ?  If  there 
was  not,  I  think  it  can  be  no  lefs  than  murder. 

The  jury  found  there  was  no  reconciliation ;  but  not  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  as  to  the  murder,  they  agreed  upon  a  fpecial 
verdidl. 

The  council  on  both  Tides  attending,  they  {fated  the 
principal  points  of  the  evidence  for  the  confideration  of  the 
judges. 

What  the  prifoner’s  council  drew  up,  was  to  this  effedh 

“  We  find,  that  the  prifoner,  the  deceafed,  and  three 
more,  met  at  the  tavern,  where  they  all  appeared  very  friend¬ 
ly.  A  box  and  dice  were  called  for — they  played  fome  time 
together,  till  Mr.  Rich  faid,  Who  will  fet  me  three  half- 
crowns?  The  deceafed  put  down  three  half  pence,  and  faid. 
I’ll  fet  ye  three  pieces.  The  prifoner  faid,  That’s  impertinent. 
The  deceafed  anfwered,  Fie  that  fays  I  am  impertinent,  is  a 
rafeal.  The  prifoner  threw  a  bottle,  and  the  deceafed  threw 
a  glafs.  They  both  got  up  and  took  their  fwords ;  but  one 
of  the  company  Hepped  in,  and  prevented  their  engaging. 
They  fat  down  again  to  drink,  ficaid  about  an  hour,  and  then 
the  company  broke  up.  The  prifoner  put  on  his  great  coat. 
They  all  went  out  of  the  room.  The  prifoner  and  the  de¬ 
ceafed  returned,  the  door  was  fhut,  and  the  clafhing  of  fwords 
was  heard.” 

The  council  for  the  king  Hated  the  evidence  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purpofe: 

We  find,  that  on  the  2d  of  February,  the  prifoner,  the 
deceafed,  and  three  others,  were  in  company  at  the  Caftle- 
tavern,  and  continued  in  a  peaceable  manner  for  about  two 
hours.  The  prifoner  then  called  for  a  box  and  dice,  but  none 
being  to  be  had,  he  called  for  the  pepper-box,  which  was 
brought.  Dice  were  found  upon  the  table  ;  they  played  at 
hazard.  Mr.  Rich  afked,  who  would  fet  him  three  half- 
crowns  ?  The  deceafed,  in  a  jocular  manner,  laid  down  three 
half-pence,  and  faid,  There’s  three  pieces.  The  prifoner  cal¬ 
led  him  an  impertinent  puppy,  and  threw  a  bottle  at  him, 
which  miffed  him,  but  brufhed  his  wig.  The  deceafed  tolled 
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a  glafs,  or  a  candleflick,  at  the  prifoner,  which  did  not  hit 
him.  They  both  rofe  up  and  took  their  fwqrds  ,  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  from  fighting.  They  fat  down  again.  The  deceafed 
offered  to  be  friends  with  the  prifoner  ;  but  the  prifoner  an- 
fwered,  No,  God  d  —  n  ye  !  I'll  have  your  blood,  by  God  ! 
In  about  an  hour  after  this,  the  company  all  went  out  of  the 
room ;  but  the  prifoner  called  to  the  deceafed,  and  faid. 
Young  gentleman,  a  word  with  ye.  They  both  returned  into 
the  room,  the  door  was  (hut  with  violence,  and  the  clafhing 
of  fwords  was  heard. — We  find,  that  from  .the  time  the  bottle 
was  flung,  to  the  time  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  company, 
there  was  no  reconciliation^ 

\ 

Thefe  two  rough  draughts  being  compared,  and  fome  al¬ 
terations  being  made,  a  third  was  drawn  up,  which  was  a* 
greed  to,  and  figned  by  the  jury,  and  was  to  this  tenor  : 

<c  We  find,  that  on  the  2d  of  February  lafl,  about  ten 
at  night,  the  prifoner,  the  deceafed,  John  Ricii,  Thomas 
Hawkins,  and  Michael  Blunt,  met  in  r,  friendly  manner  in 
a  room  in  the  Caflle-Tavern  in  Drury -Lane,  That,  after 
they  had  been  there  about  two  hours,  a  box  and  dice  were 
called  for.  The  drawer  Laid  they  had  dice,  but  no  box  :  The 
prifoner  then  Laid,  bring  the  pepper  box.  It  was  brought. 
They  played  at  hazard  ;  and  after  fome  time  Mr.  Rich  afked 
who  would  fet  him  three  half  crowns  ?  the  prifoner  fet  him: 
Mr.  Rich  won,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  deceafed  put  down 
three  half-pence,  and  faid,  I  have  fet  ye  three  pieces.  The 
prifoner  faid  he  was  an  impertinent  puppy*  The  deceafed  an- 
fwered,  he  that  calls  me  an  impertinent  puppy  is  a  rafcal : 
upon  which  the  prifoner  took  up  a  bottle,  and  with  violence 
threw  it  at  the  deceafed’s  head  ;  it  did  not  hit  him,  but  only 
bruftied  his  wig  j  and  he  in  return  toiled  a  glafs  or  a  candle- 
flick  at  the  prifoner,  but  it  did  .not  reach  him.  Then  they 
both  arofe  and  took  their  fwords,  which  both  hung  up  in  the 
room :  the  deceafed  being  nimbleff,  got  bis  fwdrd  firft  and 
drew  it,  and  flood  at  a  diflance  upon  his  own  defence.  The 
prifoner  was  drawing  his  fword,  and  coming  towards  the 
deceafed,  but  Mr.  Inch  interpofed,  and  prevented  him  :  up¬ 
on  which  the  deceafed  threw  away  his  fword,  and  they  all 
fat  down  again.  The  deceafed  not  long  afterwards,  offered 
his  hand  to  the  prifoner,  and  fpoke  to  this  effect :  \V  e  have 
had  hot  words,  Major,  and  you  were  the  aggreffor,  but  let 
us  pafs  it  over  and  be  friends.  The  prifoner  anfwered.  No, 
God  d — n  ye,  I’ll  have  your  blood.  When  the  reckoning 
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Was  paid  they  all  went  out  of  the.  room  :  the  prifoner,  who 
had  his  great  coat  thrown  over  his  fhoulder,  called  back  the 
deceafed,  and  faid.  Young  man,  a  Word  with  ye;  upon  which 
the  deceafed  returned;  they  both  re-entered  the  room,  the 
door  was  (hut  with  violence,  and  all  others  excluded.  A 
clafhing  of  fwords  was  heard.  The  deceafed  received  a  mortal 
wound,  of  which  he  died  the  next  clay  :  on  which  day  it  like- 
wife  appeared  that  the  prifoner  had  three  flight  wounds.  And 
the  deceafed,  being  afked  on  his  deatk-bed,  if  he  received  his 
wound  fairly?  he  anfwered  faintly,  1  think  1  did.  That,  from 
the  time  of  throwing  the  bottle,  to  the  breaking  up  of  the 
company,  there  was  no  reconciliation.5' 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  the  fpecial  verdiR.  The  prifoner 
who  had  entertaineef  ftrong  hopes  of  coming  off  with  a  ver- 
di£f  of  manflaughter,  was  remanded  back  to  Newgate,  where 
he  continued  tolerably  eafy  for  about  a  year,  being  free  from 
irons,  and  lodged  in  the  mod  commodious  room  in  the  gaol. 
And  finding  by  this  time,  that  the  profecutor  had  taken  no 
fteps  towards  bringing  on  the  hearing  of  the  fpecial  verdidt 
before  the  judges,  he  grew  pretty  confident,  that  it  would  be 
determined  in  his  favour,  and  imagined  that  the  profecutor 
was  of  the  fame  opinion.  At  length  he  refolved  to  move  the 
judges  of  the  King’s-Bench,  for  a  concilium  to  be  made  for 
arguing  the  fpecial  verdief  before  the  court.  On  Monday, 
the  5th  of  February,  an  habeas-corpus  being  iffued,  he  was 
carried  from  Newgate  to  the  King’s-Bench  bar,  where  the 
court  ordered  a  concilium  accordingly,  and  affigned  Mr.  Ser  • 
jeant  Baines  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Eyre,  to  be  his  council ;  Mr. 
Mafterman  to  be  his  cleik  in  comt,  and  Thomas  Oliver,  Efqj 
to  be  his  agent  or  folicitor.  On  Friday  following  he  was 
again  carried  to  the  bar  of  the  King’s-Bench  court,  where 
Mr.  Serjeant  Darnel,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  opened  the 
fpecial  verdict.  He  was  anfwered  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner 
by  Mr.  Serjeant  Eyre  ;  after  which,  the  lord  chief  juft  ice 
Raymond  declared,  that  he  would  take  the  (Opinion  of  all  his 
brethren  the  judges,  as  foon  as  -they  could  conveniently  meet 
together,  in  order  finally  to  determine  the  cafe. 

The  prifoner  was  ordered  hack  to  Newgate  :  but  on  his 
way  thither  he  flopped  and  dined  at  the  King’s- Arms-’ Ta¬ 
vern  in  the  Strand,  where  he  exprefied  himfeif  with  great  joy 
and  fatisfa&ion  in  being  affure'd,  as  he  faid,  that  the  fpecial 
verdict  would  be  determined  in  his  favour  ;  and  that  he  had 
nothing  now  to  do  but  to  get  into  the  army,  and  repair 
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the  lofs  he  had  fuffercd  in  the  profecution,  by  plundering 
the  enem)f. 

The  affair  continued  in  fufpence  till  Saturday  the  6th  of 
May,  17^7,  when  the  judges  met  at  Serjeant’s-Inn,  to  put 
(if  poffible)  an  end  to  it.  Mr.  Serjeant  Baines  being  indif- 
pofed,  could  not  attend,  and  therefore  Mr.  Kettleby  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  prifoner. 

While  their  lordfhips  were  fitting,  the  prifoner  was  ex- 
treamly  merry  in  Newgate,  over  a  bowl  of  punch,  his  favour 
rite  liquor,  drinking  the  healths  of  the  judges;  who,  he  faid, 
were  then  working  his  deliverance,  for,  as  he  had  done  no¬ 
thing  but  what  became  a  man  of  honour,  he  was  well  allured 
they  would  not  hurt  him. 

But,  in  the  midft  of  his  mirth,  he  vjzs  interrupted  by  a 
rafh  friend  of  his,  who  coming  to  Newgate,  affirmed  with  a 
great  oath,  that  eleven  of  the  twelve  judges  were  of  opinion 
he  was  guilty  of  wilful  murder.  This  was  a  great  allay  to 
his  hopes,  and  (to  ufe  his  own  expreffion)  frighted  him  d-*5— n- 
ably. 

He  had  two  or  three  men  attending  about  Serjeants-Inn 
to  Men  for  news,  and  none  of  them  returning  to  hirn 
that  night,  it  encreafed  his  fears,  and  gave  him  no  fmall 
uneafinefs. 

The  judges  having  heard  the  arguments  of  the  council  on 
both  Tides,  broke  up  about  ten  at  night,  without  publickly 
declaring  their  opinions;  few  people  could  fpeak  with  cer¬ 
tainty  :  but,  from  feveral  circumftances  which  had  been  taken 
notice  of,  it  was  generally  thought,  that  the  prifoner  cither 
was,  or  foon  would  be  declared  guilty  of  murder. 

He  found  his  affairs  were  now  in  a  dangerous  fituation,  an«l 
therefore  began  to  think  of  muftering  up  all  his  friends,  for 
fear  he  fhould  be  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  applying  to  the 
king  for  mercy. 

He  did  not,  however,  wholly  defpair  of  the  judges,  for  he 
ffill  flattered  hin^felf  with  fome  hopes  that  they  would  at  laft 
determine  in  his  favour  ;  till  the  keeper  of  Newgate  acquaint¬ 
ed  him,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  his  efcape,  he  muff  fubmit 
to  be  double  ironed,  and  to  have  a  man  placed  in  his  room  on 
nights.  He  appeared  extremely  Blocked  at  this,  and  defired 
to  know,  whether  it  proceeded  from  a  fecref  order  of  the 
judges,  or  from  any  falfe  information  that  the  keeper  might 
have  had,  of  his  intending  to  make  his  efcape  :  he  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  hope  the  latter;  but  the  keeper,  without  giving  him 
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any  fatisfa£lion,  ordered  his  fervant  to  fetter  him  directly,  at 
which  it  is  faid  he  wept  bitterly  :  but,  having  in  fome  mea- 
fure  recovered  himfelf,  he  fpent  mod  of  the  remaining  part 
of  the  day  in  writing  letters  to  the  lord-mayor,  and  to  fome 
of  the  judges,  complaining  of  the  hardfhips  he  fuffered  by  this 
treatment.  But  the  keeper  receiving  no  orders  to  take  the 
irons  off,  the  major  then  concluded,  that  the  judges  had  found 
him  guilty. 

The  perfon  appointed  to  lie  of  nights  in  the  major’s  room 
was  John  Hooper,  the  preferu  executioner,  who  was  one 
thought  well  qualified  for  fo  important  a  truft.  And  indeed 
his  behaviour  anfwered  the  character  given  him,  for  he  ac- 
q  iitted  himfelf  fo  well  in  this  employment,  that  the  place  of 
executioner  being  afterwards  vacant,  he  was  immediately  pro¬ 
moted  to  it  by  virtue  of  his  own  perfonal  merit,  without  bri¬ 
bery  or  corruption. 

But  as  honefl  a  fellow  as  Jack  was,  yet,  when  the  keeper 
introduced  him  to  the  major,  the  major  it  feems  did  not  much 
like  his  looks  ;  for,  fays  he,  What  the  devil  do  ye  bring 
this  fellow  here  for  ?  whenever  I  look  at  him  I  fhall  think  of 
hanging. 

A  few  days,  however,  not  only  reconciled  the  major  to 
his  new  companion,  but  made  him  even  fond  of  his  company, 
for  Jack  was  a  comical  fellow:  he  would  tell  a  hundred  wild, 
out-of-the  way  Tories,  writhe  his  face  to  all  the  figures  in  geo¬ 
metry,  and  play  a  world  of  monkey  tricks,  with  which  the 
major  was  exceedingly  diverted. 

About  three  weeks  after  this,  the  king’s  council  moved  for 
the  prifoner  to  be  brought  up  to  the  KingVBench  bar  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  judgment  of  the  court,  relating  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  fpecial  verdict.  He  was'  accordingly  carried  up 
thither  on  Monday  the  12th  of  June,  when  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Raymond  declared  to  him,  that  the  judges  had  unani- 
moufly  found  him  guilty  of  wilful  murder ;  and  acquainted 
him  with  the  feveral  reafons  on  which  this  general  opinion 
was  founded. 

The  prifoner  obferving  that  great  flrefs  was  laid  on  that 
wicked  and  malicious  expreffion  of  his  to  the  deceafed,  God 
d — n  you.  I’ll  have  your  blood  ;  he  declared,  that  as  he 
hoped  to  find  mercy  at  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  he  never 
made  ufe  of  that  expreffion.  In  the  next  place  he  prayed  to 
be  recommended  to  his  majefly's  clemency,  in  regard  to  his 
long  and  faithful  fervices  in  the  army.  As  to  the  firfl  he  was 
told,  that  as  the  words  were  fworn,  and  flood  in  the  fpecial 
vsrdidl,  his  allegation  availed  nothing  j  and  to  the  fecond,  that 
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as  that  was  a  court  of  juftice,  he  muff  apply  elfewhere  for 
mercy.  Then  the  court  remanded  him  back  to  Newgate, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  brought  again  on  Monday  following, 
to  receive  fentence. 

Purfuant  to.  this  order,  on  Monday  the  19th  of  June,  he 
was  carried  up  a  fecond  time,  and  fentence  of  death  was  paff 
fed  upon  him,  and  his  execution  was  ordered  to  be  on  the  3d 
of  J uly  following. 

Elis  friends  in  London  had  already  done  what  they  could  to 
procure  him  a  reprieve,  but  without  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs  ; 
and  now  he  was  refolved  to  try  his  relations  in  the  country, 
the’  he  had  formerly  treated  them  with  no  fmall  degree  of  in- 
folence.  An  appearance  of  humility  was,~however,  neceffary 
at  this  time.  He  therefore  wrote  very  fubmiflive  letters  to 
them,  begging  pardon  for  what  was  paft,  and  entreating  them 
to  come  to  town,  and  afliff  him  at  this  critical  juncture. 

Some  of  them  came  up  from  LeiceRerfhire,  and  one  im¬ 
mediately  made  him  a  viiit ;  but,  upon  forne  difguft,  returned 
into  the  country  in  greater  hafte  than  he  came  from  thence; 
which  crude  it  believed  that  the  major’s  haughty  temper  had 
got  the  Hart  of  his  hypocrify.  Another  gentleman  indeed, 
tho’  not  fo  nearly  related  as  the  former,  continued  with  him 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  and  on  all  occafions  added  the  part 
of  a  real  friend. 

The  major  pretended  an  intimacy  with  moR  of  the  nobility 
in  the  kingdom  ;  hut,  when  his  relations  came  to  enquire  into 
the  Hate  of  his  affairs,  they  could  not  meet  with  one  who  was 
willing  to  fpeak  for  him,  nor  even  fo  much  as  to  deliver  his 
petition. 

About  a  week  before  his  death,  a  paper  was  publifhed  un¬ 
der  the  title  of,  The  Weight  of  Blood:  being  the  cafe  of 
major  John  Oneby.  It  contained  the  trial  taken  verbatim, 
from  the  Seffions  Paper:  part  of  Mr.  Hales,  of  Eaton’s  fer^ 
mon  upon  duels,  and  hr  Richard  Steel’s  Theatre,  numb.  26, 
on  the  fame  fubject ;  befides  which,  there  are  only  three  or 
four  (Port  paragraphs,  one  to  introduce,  and  the  other  to  con¬ 
clude.  In  the  latter  are  the  following  paffages: 

<c  But  as  to  Oneby,  Ris  greatly  to  be  feared,  that,  as  he 
lived  a  profligate,  he  will  die  a  reprobate,  having  declared 
lince  his  conviddion,  that  neither  his  confinement,  nor  his 
crime,  ever  gave  him  fo  much  uneafinefs  as  his  d — d  garters* 
(as  he  is  pleafed  to  Rile  his  fetters).  After  fentence  pronoun¬ 
ced,  this  bravo  (hewed  outward  marks  of  a  very  great  inter¬ 
nal  fhockY 


It 
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It  feems  the  writer  of  this  paper,  a  little  before  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  print,  went  to  the  Major  in  Newgate,  and  told 
him  he  had  heard  that  luch  a  thing  was  in  the  prefs,  but 
would  ufe  his  utmofi  endeavours  to  have  it  fupprelTed,  for  fear 
it  fhould  obflrudt  the  meafures  that  were  taking  to  obtain  a 
reprieve. 

Probably  the  writer  wanted  matter  to  fill  up  his  paper,  and 
came  with  this  pretence,  in  hopes  of  hearing  or  feeing  fome- 
thing  that  might  anfwer  his  purpofe.  But  whatever  was  the 
real  motive,  as  foon  as  the  Major  faw  the  paper,  and  under- 
flood  that  the  perfon  who  had  been  with  him  was  concerned 
in  it,  he  fell  into  a  terrible  fury,  and  made  no  fcruple  of  be¬ 
llowing  his  curfes  upon  him,  even  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate.  He  tried  feveral  ffratagems  to  decoy 
the  poor  author  to  the  prifon,  in  order  to  give  him  proper 
difeipline,  though  they  proved  ineffedfual ;  and  this  he  had 
fo  much  at  heart,  that  no  more  than  three  days  before  his 
death,  he  declared,  that  he  defred  but  one  thing  before  he  left 
the  world  ;  and  being  afked  what  ic  was  ?  He  anfwered,  no¬ 
thing  but  to  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  taking  my  leave  of  that 
rafcaily  fellow,  with  a  bull’s  pizzle. 

It  is  reported,  that  about  the  fame  time,  an  Undertaker 
came  to  the  Prefs- Yard  in  Newgate,  and  fent  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  to  the  Major. 


Honoured  SIR, 

HIS  is  to  inform  you,  that  I  follow  the  bufinefs  of 
1  an  Undertaker,  in  Drury-Lane,  where  I  have  lived 
many  years,  and  am  well  known  to  feveral  of  your  friends. 
As  you  are  to  die  on  Monday,  and  have  not,  as  I  fuppofe, 
fpoke  to  any  body  elfe  about  your  funeral,  if  your  honour 
fhall  think  fit  to  give  me  orders,  1  will  perform  it  as  cheap, 
and  in  as  decent  a  manner  as  any  man  alive. 

l  ^  11  '  J; 

Your  honour’s  unknown 


Humble  fervant, 

*  * 


G.  H. 
No 
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No  wonder  if  this  letter  put  Oneby  into  fuch  a  paffion^ 
that  the  Undertaker  thought  it  expedient  to  make  off  with  as 
much  Jiawe  as  he  could. 

It  is  added,  that  at  night,  when  John  Hooper  came  as  ufual 
id  watch  ’  in  the  Major's  chamber,  the  Major  called  to  him, 
jack  !  faid  he,  what  do  you  think  ?  D— n  my  blood  !  if 
there  was  not  an  Undertaker  here  to-day  :  the  fon  of  a 
— h  faid  he  would  bury  me  as  decently  as  any  man  alive. 
O  d — n  the  rogue  !  I  wifib  I  could  but  meet  with  him  ! 

Oneby  continued  to  write  letters  to  feveral  perfons  of  dif- 
tinction,  begging  them  to  intercede  for  him  ;  but  without  ef¬ 
fect.  On  Saturday  the  2d  of  July,  his  friends  fent  him  word, 
that  his  petition  had  been  delivered  ;  but  all  was  over. 

About  ten  at  night  he  went  to  bed  as  ufual.  About  four 
the  next  morning  he  called  for  a  glafs  of  brandy  and  wa¬ 
ter,  and  then  railing  himfelf  up  in  his  bed,  he  wrote 
his  laff  will  and  teftament  in  manner  and  form  following  : 

Coufin  Torvill,  give  Mr.  Ackerman,  the  turnkey  below 
flairs,  half  a  guinea  ;  and  Jack,  who  waits  in  my  room,  five 
fhillings.  The  poor  devils  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
with  me  fmce  I  have  been  here. 

This  being  done,  he  laid  down  again,  and  defired  Jack 
and  another  man  who  waited  at  the  door,  to  be  flill, 
that  he  might  compofe  himfelf  againft  the  coming  of  his 

friends.- - About  feven,  he  faid  faintly  to  his  footman, 

who  then  came  into  the  room,  who  is  that  ?  Philip  ?  A 
gentleman,  coming  to  his  bed-fide  foon  after,  called  Major  ? 
Major  1  but  hearing  no  anfwer,  he  drew  open  the  curtains, 
and  found  him  weltring  in  his  blood,  and  juft  expiring. 
Mr.  Green,  a  neighbouring  furgeon,  was  inftantly  fent  for  5 
btit  before  he  came  the  Major  was  dead.  He  had  made  fo  deep 
a  wound  in  his  wriff  with  a  penknife,  that  he  bled  to 
death. 

Some  of  the  foregoing  particulars  we  have  taken  from  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  A  Narrative  of  the  Life  of  John  Oneby, 
Efq;  we  (hall  now  add  a  few  more  from  the  fame  piece,  re¬ 
lating  to  him  before  the  murder  of  Mr.  Gower. 

44  John  Oneby,  aged  about  fifty-three  years,  was  bom  at 
Harwell  in  Leiceflerfhire.  His  father  was  an  attorney  of 
wnblemifhed  chara&er,  and  praclifed  with  great  fuccefs.  He 
took  care  to  beftow  an  education  on  his  fon  John,  as  defin¬ 
ing  him  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  law  5  who  accordingly  ferved  a 
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Herkfhip  with  a  gentleman  of  great  eminence  in  his  profeffion* 
but,  proving  a  youth  of  an  afpiring  and  haughty  temper,  his 
head  ran  upon  things  greater  than  the  provifion  they  had  made, 
or  were  capable  of  making  for  him. 

<c  The  cuflody  of  the  great  feal  of  England  being  com¬ 
mitted  to  Sir  Nathan  Wright,  a  very  near  relation  of  Mr. 
Oneby  *s  mother,  application  was  made  to  this  gentleman,  to 
bellow  fome  genteel  employment  on  his  young  kinfman  : 
but  nothing  greater  than  the  place  of  bis  train-bearer  could  be 
procured. 

“  His  great  fpirit  brooked  with  it  for  feme  time,  hoping 
that  fomething  better  would  offer  :  but,  as  nothing  did,  he 
quitted  the  lord -keeper’s  fervice,  and  took  a  refolution  of 
going  abroad  into  the  army. 

<s  His  friends  foon  procured  him  a  commiffion,  and  he 
ferved  in  feveral  campaigns  under  the  late  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  in  Flanders,  where  he  acquired  the  reputation  of  at 
gallant  officer,  he  having  diffinguiihed  himfelf  in  feveral 
battles  and  fieges,  and  received  divers  wounds- 

“  He  having  once  the  misfortune  to  quarrel  with  an  officer 
of  horfe  at  Bruges,  they  went  out  together  from  the  camp 
and  fought.  His  antagonifi  received  a  mortal  wound,  and 
died  the  next  day.  But  this  being  done,  as  the  people  of 
honour,  call  it  fairly,  Mr.  Oneby  was  called  to  a  court-martial, 
and  very  honourably  acquitted  ;  and  had  now  eflablifhed  that 
vain,  empty  character,  fo  much  admired  by  too  many  in  the 
army,  viz.  of  having  felled  his  man. 

The  next  exploit  of  this  nature  was  performed  by  him 
at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica;  where,  fighting  a  duel  with  one 
Lieutenant  Tooley,  they  were  both  defperatejy  wounded.— 
Mr.  Tooley  languifhed  for  about  eight  months,  and  then 
died  ;  but,  having  been  long  before  reconciled  to  Mr. 
Oneby,  the  latter  was  never  called  in  queflion  about  his 
death.  7 

<c  Having  ferved  about  twenty-two  years  in  the  army,  and 
rifing  gradually,  according  to  his  right  of  feniority,  he  at 
length  attained  to  the  rank  of  a  Major  in  the  regiment  of 
dragoons  commanded  by  the  hon.  Brigadier  Honeyvvood  ; 
but  upon  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  his  pay  was  curtailed,  and  a 
flop  put  to  his  farther  preferment. 

In  thefe  circumflances  he  returned  to  England,  verfed 
in  all  kinds  of  vice,  particularly  gaming,  to  which  he  had 
much  addidled  himfelf  in  the  camp,  and  had  there  met  fevc- 
ral  revolutions  of  fortune.  Sometimes  an  aufpicious  hand  of 
dice  having. enabled  him  to  make  an  entertainment  for  the  chief 
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generals  in  the  army  ;  his  ambition  leading  him  to  great  pro- 
fufenefs  that  way,  when  it  has  been  in  his  power.  And  at 
other  times  his  ill  luck  has  reduced  him  to  fcandalous  necef- 
fities.  Fie  now  affociated  himfelf  with  the  principal  game- 
flers  of  this  town,  defigning  to  fupport  himfelf  after  their 
example  ;  and  frequented  all  the  public  places  of  refort,  where 
gentlemen  played,  being  feldom  without  cards  or  dice  in  his 
pockets.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  was  he  who  conveyed 
the  dice  upon  the  table  at  the  Cafrle-Tavern,  in  Drury-Lane, 
which  produced  gaming ;  the  confequence  whereof  was  then 
the  murder  of  Gower  ,  and  fmee  that  of  himfelf.” 


JEREMY  FITZPATRICK  and  WILLIAM  SMITH, 
alias  CLARK,  for  Felony,  March,  1725-26. 


JEREMY  FITZPATRICK  and  William  Smith, 
j  alias  Clark,  were  indiefed  for  Healing  a  calk,  and  five 
gallons  of  brandy,  the  goods  of  John  Emmerton,  January 

3- 

john  EmtnertGn.  On  the  3d  of  January,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  prifoner,  Smith,  came  to  my  {hop,  and  faid 
he  wanted  half  an  anchor  of  brandy  for  a  cuftomer  of  his  j 
we  agreed  upon  the  price,  and  that  he  fhould  pay  ready  mo¬ 
ney  for  it,  if  his  cuffomer  liked  it  ;  but  otherwife  the  porter 
fhould- bring  it  back,  and  he,  this  prifoner,  fhould  pay  the 
porterage.  I  accordingly  fent  my  porter  with  the  cafk  of 
brandy,  and  gave  him  fFrict  orders  not  to  deliver  it  without 
money.  The  porter  came  back  with  a  full  cafk,  but  it  was 
full  of  water  inftead  of  brandy. 

Porter .  I  wafs  put  the  calk  of  Prandy  into  a  creat  pag, 
and  was  carry  it  alonk  with  the  preffioner,  William  Smit,  to 
the  fign  of  the  Anchor  ale-houfe  in  the  Safry.  And  fo  afs 
we  were  cotng  tokether,  honeft  porter,  fays  he,  if  my 
friend  was  like  the  Prandy,  I  was  kive  you  the  money  for 
it,  put  if  he  don’t,  you  muff  take  it  pack  again.  It  is  ferry 
well,  Sir,  fays  I  ;  ant  fo  we  went  into  the  houfe.  I  pitcht 
my  purden  upon  the  taple,  and  there  was  the  preffaner, 
Fitzpatrick,  a  fitting  upon  a  pench  py  the  fire-fide,  ant  he 
had  cot  a  plue  apron  on  like  the  landlort  of  the  houfe.  Come, 

’  honefty,  fays  he,  fit  down  while  you  flant,  and  call  for  a  pint 
;of  Peer,  and  fo  I  tid  ;  and  while  1  was  trinking,  Smit  was 
take  a  cafk  of  prandy,  and  fet  in  a  corner  of  a  room,  pe- 
hint  a  fereen,  ant  was  traw  fonue  of  it  in  a  clafs,  ant  pring> 
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it  to  Fitzpatrick.  Here  lantlort,  fays  he,  fee  how  you  was 
like  this  prandy.  So  when  Fitzpatrick  was  trink  a  little  of  it, 
he  (aid,  Why  arra  fait  now,  I  was  not  like  it  at  all  :  the  pran¬ 
dy  as  you  prought  me  pefore  was  after  being  petter  as  this. 
Inteet  (fays  Smit)  I  am  ferry  forry  wafs  not  like  the  prandy, 
for  I  think  it  ifs  afs  coot  as  ever  you  hat,  put  if  you  toivt 
think  fo  too,  the  porter  mu  ft  carry  it  pack  akain,  for  I  mate 
my  parkain  to  return  it,  if  it  tid  not  pleafe  you.  And  fo  he  was 
co  pehint  the  fcreen  ant  pring  out  my  pag  with  the  cafk,  in  it9 
and  I  was  take  it  upon  my  pack,  ant  carry  it  home  akain  ; 
put  when  1  wafs  come  to  open  it,  the  tiffel  a  pit  of  prandy 
Was  there,  for  it  wafs  full  of  water. 

Reheard  Freeman .  The  prifoner  Fitzpatrick  and  I  lodge 
both  in  the  fame  houfe.  About  1 1  o’clock  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  3d  of  laft  month,  he  brought  an  empty  half  anchor 
into  mu  room,  and,  in  a  little  time,  carried  it  out  again.  I 
went  into  the  yard,  and  there  I  faw  both  him  and  Smith,  fil¬ 
ling  the  fame  cafk  with  water.  Fitzpatrick  laid,  My  friend 
here  has  fpilt  fome  brandy,  and  we  are  meafuring  the  cafe, 
to  fee  how  much  there  was  in  it.  When  they  had  filled  it, 
they  carried  it  away. 

Mrs. - .  The  two  prifoners  came  with  this  cafk  of 

water  to  our  houfe  (Mr.  DockrelFs,  at  the  anchor  in  the 
Savoy)  and  there  they  frriutted  it  to  make  it  look  like  an  old 
one.  Then  Smith  went  out,  and  Fitzpatrick  put  on  a  blue 
apron,  which  I  never  faw  him  wear  before,  but  I  fuppofe  it 
was  that  he  might  be  taken  fof  the  landlord  of  the  houfe. 
He  was  fitting  by  the  fire  when  Smith  came  back  with  a  pom 
ter,  who  pitched  his  bag,  with  a  calk  in  it,  upon  the  tables 
Then  they  called  for  a  pint  of  beer  for  the  porter,  and,  while 
he  was  drinking,  Smith  took  the  cafk  out  of  the  bag,  and 
carried  it  behind  the  fcreen,  from  whence  he  brought  a  glafs 
of  brandy  to  Fitzpatrick,  who  tailed  of  it,  but  faid  he  did 
not  like  it.  Presently  after  this,  1  faw  Smith  put  the  calk  of 
water  into  the  porter’s  bag,  and  fend  him  away :  as  foon  as 
he  was  gone,  they  both  carried  out  another  cafk  between 
them. 

Smith.  I  made  my  bargain  to  fend  the  brandy  back  if  it 
did  not  pleafe  my  cuftomer  ;  and,  when  he  came  to  tafte  it* 
he  did  not  like  it,  and  fo  I  bid  The  porter  take  it  away  again  ; 
and,  if  he  changed  it,  and  cheated  his  mafter,  I  cannot  help 
k.  I  am  fure  that  Fitzpatrick  is  entirely  innocent ,  for  I  my- 
felf  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

Fitzpatrick.  Fait  now,  if  I  don’t  mauke  my  innolhenfh 
appear,  I  will  be  after  forfeiting  both  my  head  and  ears  to  tifh 
10  B  honour- 
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honourable  court.  And,  in  the  hrft  plaufli  concerning  the 
cafhk  of  water  :  be  my  fhoul  now  tifh  honeft  man,  William 
Smith,  took  down  an  empty  cafhk  or  water,  that  lay  upon 
te  ground,  to  fliee  whether  or  no  it  wafh  leaky,  and  afh  I 
hope  to  be  fhaved  tat  is  all  I  know  of  te  matter :  and,  in  the 
next  plaufh,  confherning  my  wearing  a  blue  apron.  If  tifli 
honourable  court  will  plealh  to  be  after  afnking  any  body  that 
knowfh  it,  they  will  give  you  ihatisfachon  tat  I  kept  an  ale- 
houfh  above  a  dofhen  years  ago,  but  meeting  whh  great  lolli¬ 
es  and  mifhfortunes,  I  was  forfhed  to  leave  off  trade,  and 
turn  merchant,  and  fho  I  took  a  warehoufh  up  three  pair  of 
ffairfh,  and  fhold  brandy.  And  therefore  I  hope  your  honour¬ 
able  worfhips  tat  fit  upon  the  bench,  will  be  after  tauking  it 
into  confhideraution,  for  I  have  got  a  wife  and  four  fmall  fa¬ 
rm  li  In  to  maintain  me. 

Court .  As  the  agreement  was,  that  they  fhould  not  have 
the  brandy  till  they  had  paid  for  it.:  and,  as  they  took  it 
without  paying  for  it,  and  without  the  porter’s  leave,  it  was 
felony  in  them,  the  lame  as  it  would  have  been  in  any  other 
perfon,  if  he  had  felonioufly  taken  it  without  pretending  to 
buy  it. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoners  guilty.  Tranf>ortaiion, 


BURNWORTH,  BLEWIT,  DICKENSON,  BERRY, 
LEGEE,  and  HIGGS,  at  Kingdon-Ailizes,  for  Mur¬ 
der,  April,  1726. 

Of  KESE  fix  criminals  were  committed  to  Newgate  for 
the  murder  of  Thomas  Ball,  in  the  Mint,  Southwark. 
On  Wedneiday,  March  30,  1726,  a  Habeas  Corpus  be¬ 
ing  brought  for  removing  them  to  Kingfton,  they  were 
all  put  into  a  waggon,  hand-cuffed  and  fettered,  to  be  car¬ 
ried  down  thither,  under  a  guard  of  the  duke  of  Bolton’s 
horfe. 

As  they  paiTed  along  the  road,  they  behaved  in  the  moft 
audacious  manner  imaginable,  rattling  their  irons,  laughing, 
Tinging,  fweanng,  and  huzzaing. 

About  noon  they  came  to  Kmgflon,  and  were  all  put  in¬ 
to  the  ftock-houfe.  The  judges  arrived  the  fame  day,  when 
the  commiffions  for  holding  the  alTizes  were  opened  and 
read. 
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The  next  day  a  bill  was  found  againfl  the  prifoners,  and, 
on  the  day  following,  being  the  firfl  of  April,  they  were 
brought  to  the  bar  and  arraigned.  Five  of  them  pleaded  not 
guilty  ;  but  Burn  worth  refufed  to  plead,  till  a  watch,  a  hat, 
a  wig,  and  other  things,  which  had  been  taken  from  him  by 
the  perfons  who  apprehended  him,  were  reflored.  His  thumbs 
were  tied,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes ;  but  he  continuing  obflinate, 
the  court  pafied  fentence  upon  him  to  be  preiTed  to  death. 

Burnworth  being  carried  to  the  flock-houfe  to  be  put  under 
the  prefs,  the  court  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the  others. 

William  Blewit ,  E?nanuel  Dickenfon ,  Thomas  Berry ,  alias 
Teague ,  "John  Legee ,  alias  Large ,  alias  Leggy ,  and  John  Higgs , 
alias  Hicks ,  together  with  Edward  Burnworth ,  alias  Frasier , 
(not  then  in  court)  were  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Thomas 
Ball ;  Blewit  and  Burnworth,  by  giving  him  with  a  leaden 
bullet,  difcharged  from  a  .pillol,  one  mortal  wound,  on  the 
?4th  of  January  lafl,  of  which  he  inflantly  died  ;  and  the 
others  for  aiding,  abetting,  comforting,  and  maintaining  the 
faid  Blewit  and  Burnworth,  in  committing  the  faid  murder. 

The  council  for  the  king  having  opened  the  indictment, 
and  evidence  againfl  the  prifoners,  the  witnefTes  were  called 
and  fworn. 

Will.  Marjoram ,  alias  Huggadv .  On  the  24th  of  January 
lafl,  I  and  Burnworth,  Legee,  and  Higgs,  met  at  an  ale-houfe 
in  White-horfe-alley,  in  Chick-lane,  from  whence  we  went 
into  the  fields,  where  having  four  or  five  piftols  about  us,  we 
difcharged  them  feveral  times,  to  try  whether  they  were  in 
order  or  not :  then  we  proceeded  to  Copenhagen-boufe,  where 
we  met  with  Blewit,  Dickenfon,  Berry,  and  one  Wiifon 
(who  is  not  yet  taken).  They  told  us  they  haa  been  fhooting 
birds ;  we  fhook  hands  together,  and  each  company  fpent 
about  eighteen  pence,  after  which,  we  joined  reckonings,  and 
fpent  a  {billing  more.  Burnworth  went  to  cafling  bullets  in  a 
mold.  He  was  very  expert  at  it,  and  when  he  had  made  as 
many  as  he  thought  fufficient,  he  diflributed  them  to  the 
company.  The  next  thing  we  did,  was  cleaning  our  piftols: 
we  had  eight  or  ten  of  them  among  us  all.  From  .Copenha- 
gen-houfd,  we  went  to  Black  mary’s-hole,  where  we  fpent 
about  feven  fhillings  in  beer,  brandy,  and  geneva,  and  then 
went  towards  Chick-lane  again  ;  but,  being  met  in  Turnmill- 
flreet  by  captain  Walker,  the  keeper  of  New-prifon,  [from 
whence  Burnworth  had  made  his  efcape]  and,  he  calling  to 
Burnworth  in  order  to  have  fome  talk  with  him,  they  came 
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to  high  words ;  but  Burnworth  clapping  his  hands  to  his  pock¬ 
ets,  as  if  he  intended  to  draw  his  piftols,  the  captain  left  him; 
but  a  mob  hemp-  gathered,  and  we  undemanding  that  the 
high  conftable  had  got  fome  intelligence  of  us,  we  an  made 
our  way  thro’  Whi'te-horfe-alley,  fwearing  we  would  flioot 
the  firft  man  that  followed  us.  We  proceeded  thus  to  Black- 
friars- flairs,  where  we  took  water,  and  landed  at  Paris-garden- 
ffairs,  and  from  thence  went  to  the  Gun  mufic-houfe,  in 
St.  George’s-fields,  where  we  danced  with  three  women  till 
about  five  in  the  evening.  Soon  after  we  all  went  from  the 
mufic- houfe  into  the  fields,  and,  it  being  quite  dark,  Burn- 
worth  propofed  to  go  to  Mr.  BalPs  houfe  anS  kill  him,  and 
afked  us,  if  we  would  agree  to  it.  We  all  confented  except 
Higgs,  and  he  declared  that  he  would  not  go.  So  the  reft 
of  us  went,  and  when  we  came  into  Mr.  Ball’s  houfe,  his 
wife  was  fitting  by  the  fire.  W e  afked  her,  where  her  hut- 
band  was?  and  the  find,  he  was  not  at  home  ;  hut  he  unfor¬ 
tunately  came  to  the  door  at  that  very  time.  Burnworth  pre- 
fently  took  him  by  the  collar,  and  forcibly  brought  him  into 
the  houfe,  and  fat  him  in  a  chair  by  the  fire-f.de  :  his  wife, 
fufpeciing  fome  mifehief,  was  going  forward,  and  endeavour- 
'  ed  to  get  into  the  ftreet ;  but  Legee,  clapping  a  piftol  fo  her 
bread,  fw ore  he  would  (hoot  her,  if.  fhe  offered  to  ftir.  T.  hen 
Burnworth  faid  to  Ball,  How  could  you  be  fuch  a  rogue  as 
to  feek  my  life,  by  endeavouring  to  apprehend  me  laft  Sa¬ 
turday  night  ?  But  I’ll  prevent  any  fuch  thing  for  the  future; 
and,  with  that,  he  took  a  piftol  out  of  his  waiftcoat  pocket, 
and  lifting  up  Ball’s  arm,  he  (hot  him  near  the  left  pap,  of 

which  wound  he  prefently  died.  The  noife  drew  a  crowd  of 

people  about  the  houfe,  and  feveral  of  them  attempted  to 

come  in  ;  but  Berry,  having  a  piftol  in  his  hand,  fyvore,  he 

would  flioot  the  firft  that  entered.  Then  we  all  went  out  of 
the  houfe,  and,  the  crowd  {fill  continuing,  Blewit  fired  a 
piftol  over  their  heads,  and  that  difperfed  them.  From  thence 
we  came  to  the  Faulcon- flairs,  and  there  meeting  with  Higgs, 
he  went  with  us  to  Pig-flairs.  When*  we  came  to  Fleet- 
ftreet,  the  company  parted,  and  Higgs  and  I  went  toge¬ 
ther. 

Jinn  Ball ,  the  widow  of  the  deceafed.  On  the  2Ath  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  laft  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  fitting  by  the  fire-fide, 
the  prifoners  and  others  came  in  two  by  two,  to  the  number 
of  7  or  8  :  Burnworth  enquired  for  my  hufband,  I  faid  he  was 
not  within,  but  he  was  hard  by,  and  I  would  call  him  if  they 
wanted  him.  I  was  afraid  they  had  fome  villainous  defign, 
and  therefore  was  going  out  in  order  to  give  my  hufband  no- 
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fcice  of  what  company  there  was  in  our  houfe,  that  he  might 
not  come  home  ;  but  fome  of  them  cried  out.  Stop  the  bitch! 
[uR  at  that  inftant  my  hufband  unhappily  entered  the  door, 
upon  which  they  violently  dragged  him  into  the  houfe,  forced 
him  to  fit  down  in  a  chair,  drew  down  the  fafh  of  the  win¬ 
dow,  and  bolted  the  Rreet  door.  My  hufband  then  faid  to 
Blewit,  I  hope  you  defign  me  no  harm,  for  1  never  intended 
to  do  you  any.  No,  fays  Blewit,  and  we’ll  take  care  that 
you  never  (hall.  Upon  which  Burnworth  Rept  up  to  my 
hufband,  lifted  up  his  arm,  and  clapped  a  piRoi  to  his  breaft. 

I  was  extreamly  frighted,  and  ran  out  at  the  back  door  ;  but, 
before  1  could  get  to  a  neighbour’s  houfe,  I  heard  the  piRoi 
go  off.  Then  the  prifoner  came  to  the  Rreet  door,  dis¬ 
charged  another  piftol,  and  faid,  Now  follow  us,  who  dare  ! 
And  fo  they  went  their  ways. 

Richard  Ball ,  the  deceafed’s  brother.  I  and  my  brother 
were  drinking  at  the  Standard  ale-houfe,  which  is  hard  by 
his  houfe.  And,  he  being  fent  for  home,  I  defired  him  not  to 
flay.  He  faid,  he  would  only  cut  a  pork-ftake  for  fupper, 
and  return  immediately.  But,  finding  that  he  Raid  longer 
than  ordinary,  I  grew  impatient,  and  was  refolved  to  know 
the  reafon  of  it,  and  therefore  (having  an  oak  {tick  in 
my  hand)  I  went  to  fee  after  him.  When  I  came  to  the 
houfe,  looking  over  the  fettle  that  Rands  in  the  drinking- 
room,  I  faw  Blewit  and  Burnworth  there,  and  the  houfe  in 
confufion.  Meeting  with  fome  infuhs  from  Blewit,  I  made 
an  offer  at  him  with  my  Rick ;  upon  which  a  piRoi  was  dis¬ 
charged,  but  I  cannot  fay  by  whom. 

A  Woman .  I  faw  Higgs  wfith  a  piRoi  in  his  hand,  in  and 
about  Mr.  Ball’s  houfe,  at  the  time  he  was  murdered,  for  I 
was  then  prefent  in  the  room. 

Court.  Marjoram  !  Did  you  fee  this  woman  in  the  houfe  ? 

Marjoram.  Yes. 

Court .  You  faid  that  Higgs  refufed  to  go  with  you.  Can 
you  take  upon  you  to  Swear  that  he  was  not  prefent  when  the 
murder  was  committed  ? 

Marjoram.  I  cannot  fwear  that. 

Captain  Walker ,  keeper  of  New-prifon.  I  met  the  pri¬ 
soners  in  Turnmill-Rreet,  as  Marjoram  has  fworn,  and  I  de¬ 
signed  to  follow  them,  in  order  to  have  apprehended  Blewit 
and  Burnworth  ;  but,  a  gentleman  telling  me,  that  they  had 
threatened  to  (hoot  the  firR  man  that  came  after  them,  I  de¬ 
clined  going. 

A  Waterman.  On  the  24th  of  January  laR,  I  carried 
pight  men  in  my  boat,  from  Black-friars-flairs,  to  Paris-gar- 
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den.  I  know  that  feveral  of  the  prifoners  were  of  that  com¬ 
pany,  for  I  remember  mo  ft  of  their  faces. 

A  Proftitute .  I  danced  with  the  prifoners  at  the  Gun  mu- 
fic-houfe.  Legee  enquired  of  me  if  Mr.  Bail  ever  ufed  that 
houfe.  I  told  him  No  ;  and  then  he  pulled  out  a  piftol,  and 
faid,  Here’s  that  as  fhall  do  his  bufmefs ;  and  in  half  an  hour 
afterwards  I  heard  that  Mr.  Ball  was  murdered. 

Mrs.  Jones .  I  keep  Copenhagen-houfe.  On  the  24th  of 
January  laft,  the  prifoners,  and  fome  others,  met  at  my  houfe, 
where  they  made  bullets,  and  cleaned  their  piftols.  I  was 
uneafy  at  it,  and  wanted  them  to  be  gone,  for  I  did  not  like 
their  company:  but  they  pretended  they  met  there  only  to 
fhopt  birds. 

Mr.  Allen.  That  night  as  Mr.  Ball  was  murdered,  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  a  night-cellar  at  Charing-Crofs,  when  Blewit, 
Burnworth,  and  Dickenfon  came  in  there,  and  I  heard  Burn- 
worth  fay  to  them,  Ka’n’t  I  tipp’d  it  Tom  Ball? 

The  prifoner  Berry.  Here  is  a  letter  that  I  had  from  Mar¬ 
joram.  In  this  letter  he  owns  he  cannot  fwear  that  I  was  any 
way  concerned  in  the  murder. 

Berry’s  mother  and  lifter.  Marjoram  faid  the  fame  thing 
to  us. 

Court.  What  do  you  fay  to  that,  Marjoram  ? 

Mar j or  am.  My  lord,  1  own  that  Mrs.  Berry  gave  me 
half  a  guinea  not  to  fwear  that  her  fon  was  in  the  room,  and 
I  promifed,  that  I  would  not  fwear  it :  but  I  will  fwear  and 
Infift  upon  it,  that  he  was  in  the  entry,  and  about  the  door, 
and  was  very  adtive. 

The  other  prifoners  denied  the  fadf,  but  offered  nothing 
material  in  their  defence,  and  the  jury  found  them  all  guilty. 

Death . 

1  •  s 

Edward  Burnworth  being  put  under  the  prefs,  continued 
an  hour  and  three  minutes  with  a  weight  of  three  hundred, 
three  quarters,  and  two  pounds  upon  him,  and  then  he  pray¬ 
ed,  that  he  might  be  brought  to  the  bar  again,  which  the 
court  granted,  and  he  was  arraigned,  and  pleaded  not  guilty. 
The  evidence  againft  him  was  the  fame  in  fcffedt  as  againft  his 
comrades. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received  fentence  of 
sbath  with  the  other  prifoners,  on  Monday  the  4th  of  April. 
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An  Account  of  Burnworth,  and  his  Companions. 

y  D WARD  BURNWORTH,  alias  Frazier,  was  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
father,  who  was  a  painter,  put  him  apprentice  to  a  buckle- 
maker,  in  Grub-ftreet ;  but  negletfling  his  mailer’s  bufinefs,  he 
fpent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  cudgel-playing,  and  wreftling 
at  the  Ring  in  Moorfields,  which  was  kept  by  one  Frazier. 
Ned,  diftinguifhing  himfelf  at  thefe  exercifes,  acquired  the 
name  of  young  Frazier,  which  he  was  not  a  little  proud  of. 
From  the  Ring,  he  frequently  went  to  the  muiic  and  gaming- 
houfes;  where  he  foon  got  acquainted  with  a  crew  of  pick¬ 
pockets,  houfe-breakers,  and  ilreet-robbers,  of  whom  the 
chief  were  Jack  Alien,  Peter  Levee,  Blewit,  Dickenfon, 
Berry,  Legee,  Higgs,  Marjoram,  Jack  Wilfon,  Jack  Bar¬ 
ton,  and  Kit  Leonard. 

In  July,  1723,  he  was  eonvi£led  of  Healing  two  turkeys, 
and  fome  table-linen,  for  which  he  was  whipped. 

In  December,  1723,  with  Levee  and  Allen,  he  robbed 
Mr.  Wafey,  in  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields,  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons;  Allen  and  Levee  were  taken.  Levee  was  made  an  evi¬ 
dence.  Burnworth  efcaped  that  time,  but  was  taken  about 
a  year  afterwards,  and  carried  before  a  juilice  in  Cierkenwell, 
who  fent  him  to  New-Prifon.  He  made  his  efcape  from 
thence,  and,  to  be  revenged  of  the  juftice  who  committed 
him,  he,  with  Jack  Barton,  the  day  before  Mr.  Ball  was 
murdered,  broke  into  the  juflice’s  houfe,  and  Hole  goods  of 
confiderable  value,  which  they  carried  into  lllington-Fields, 
where  they  divided  the  booty,  which  at  fir  ft  they  thought  was 
much  greater  than  it  proved  to  be  ;  for,  upon  examining  a 
parcel  which  they  took  to  be  plate,  they  found  it  was  only 
brais  filvered  over.  Burnworth  would  have  thrown  it  away 
diredlly,  but  Barton  would  not  agree  to  it,  upon  which  they 
tofied  up  who  fhould  have  it,  and  it  falling  to  Burnworth, 
he  threw  it  into  the  New-River  .  Soon  after  this,  they  met 
with  Dickenfon,  Berry,  Blewit,  Higgs,  Legee,  Wilfon,  and 
Marjoram. 

*  Barton  Raid  at  iflington,  and  the  others  went  over 
the  water  into  St.  George’s-Fields,  where  Burnworth  told 
them,  that  Tom  Ball  had  lately  attempted  to  take  him, 

*  In  March,  1725  6,  Barton  was  conv'<fled  of  three  burglaries  on  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Marjoram,  and  was  handed  at  Tyburn,  on  the  14th  of  the  lame 

month. 
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and  had  taken  Kit  Leonard  not  long  before  ;  and  therefore^ 
fays  he,  let  us  go  and  fhoot  the  deg,  or  we  lhaji  haVe  him 
fet  up  for  a  new  thieLtaker.  Vv  hat  reafon  Ball  had  for  taking 
Leonard,  and  endeavouring  to  take  Burnworth,  will  appear 
in  the  following  trial. 

At  Kingfton  affixes,  in  April,  1726,  Chriftopher  Leonard 
was  indidted  for  affaulting  Ann  Ball,  and  putting  her  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  her  life, 

Ann  Ball  The  prifoner  and  Burnworth  came  into  my 
houfe  about  five  or  fix  months  ago,  and  afked  for  my 
hufband  ;  I  told  him  he  was  not  at  home.  Then  you  are, 
you  b — ch,  fays  Leonard,  and  difeharged  a  piftol  in  my  face, 
and  then  added,  if  the  fon  of  a  b — h  your  hufband  fhould 
come  in  to  take  your  part,  I  have  got  a  piftol  loaded  with 
flugs  to  blow  his  brains  out.  After  this  they  went  away,  but 
as  they  were  going  out,  Burnworth  faid  to  the  prifoner,  you 
are  a  fcolifh  dog  to  revenge  yourfelf  on  a  woman. 

Prifoner .  I  own  I  difeharged  the  piftol,  but  not  with 
any  defign  to  kill  or  hurt  her,  for  it  was  only  charged  with 
powder.  I  have  been  fevcral  times  at  her  houfe  fince,  and 
there  was  all  the  appearance  of  friendfhip  between  us  that 
could  be.  She  has  often  faid,  that  (he  looked  upon  it  as  a 
foolifli  maggot,  and  has  offered  to  make  it  up  for  a  valuable 
confideration. 

He  called  feme  witneffes  to  prove  what  he  faid,  and  the  jury 

Acquitted  him. 

% 

After  Burnworth,  affifted  by  the  others,  had  murdered 
Ball,  they  all  crofted  the  water,  and  went  to  the  Boar’s- 
Head-Tavern  in  Snaithfield,  that  being  a  houfe  where  none 
of  them  were  known.  They  ftaid  there  till  ten  at  nighty 
and  then  went  into  Fleet' ftreet,  where  they  feparated,  and 
took  different  walks  to  pick  pockets,  and  rob  in  the  ftreets. 

The  noife  the  murder  had  oceafioned  obliged  them  to  keep 
clofe  in  the  day  time;  but  a  night  did  not  pafs  in  which  the  moft 
outrageous  villanies  were  not  committed  by  forne  or  other  of 
them,  and  efpecially  by  Burnworth.  But  however,  it  was 
hot  long  before  five  of  the  gang  began  to  think  of  taking 
meafures  for  their  own  fecurity. 

Blewit,  Berry,  and  Dickenfon  went  to  Harwich,  and  front 
thence  paffed  in  the  packet-boat  to  Helvpetfluys. 

Higgs  fhipped  hirnfelf  on  board  the  Monmouth  at  Spithead^ 
but  was  foon  after  taken  :  for  his  brother  here  in  town,  having 
writ  a  letter  to  him,  gave  it  to  a  failor  to  carry  with  him  to 
Spuhead.  He  accidentally  coming  into  company  with  one 

Arthur 
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Arthur,  a  watchman,  belonging  to  St.  Sepulchre’s  parifh, 
and  Arthur  happening  to  fee  the  letter,  and  knowing  that 
Higgg  was  one  of  the  gang,  he  went  and  acquainted  Mr. 
De-la-fay  with  it :  whereupon  two  meftengers  were  fent  to 
Spithead,  and  they  brought  Higgs  up  to  London. 

Wilfon  abfconded,  and  could  not  be  heard  of. 

But  Burnworth,  Legee,  and  Marjoram  Hill  ventured  to 
continue  about  town,  and  joining  with  Gillingham  and  other 
villains,  committed  a  great  number  of  robberies.  They  at¬ 
tacked  the  Earl  of  Harborough,  as  he  was  paffing  in  his 
chair  along  Piccadilly  :  the  chairmen  drew  their  poles  and 
knocked  one  of  the  rogues  down ;  Gillingham  fired  and  (hot 
one  of  the  chairmen  in  the  {boulder  :  but  the  Earl  himfelf 
ftepping  out  of  his  chair,  and  drawing  his  fword,  the  robbers 
thought  fit  to  retire. 

A  proclamation  being  publifhed,  and  a  large  reward  of¬ 
fered  for  apprehending  Burnworth  and  his  companions  for 
the  murder  of  Thomas  Ball,  a  gentleman  bought  it,  and 
going  into  an  ale-houfe  in  White- crofs-ftreet,  he  there  read 
it  publickly.  Marjoram  happened  to  be  drinking  there  at 
the  fame  time,  though  he  was  unknown  to  any  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  and,  not  doubting  but  that  the  reward  and  hopes  of  a 
pardon  would  be  a  temptation  for  fome  of  the  gang  to  turn 
falfe  brethren,  and  betray  the  reft,  he  thought  it  better  to 
take  fuch  a  courfe  himfelf,  than  to  let  another  do  it  :  and 
therefore  going  the  fame  evening  to  a  conftable,  he  fur- 
rendered  himfelf,  and  was  that  night  confined  in  Woodftreet- 
Comp  er. 

The  news  of  his  furrendering  was  quickly  fpread  over 
the  town,  and  feveral  of  his  old  comrades  forfook  their 
lodgings  to  fecure  themfelves  elfe where.  But  Jack  Barton 
thought  of  another  method  of  providing  for  his  own  fafety  : 
for  next  morning  he  planted  himfelf  in  an  Alley,  not  far 
from  Goldfmiths-Hall,  knowing  that  Marjoram  mud  come 
that  way  to  go  before  the  Lord-mayor  to  be  examined — - — - 
Marjoram  accordingly  coming  along  with  the  conftable,  and 
others  to  attend  him,  Barton  ftepped  6ut  with  a  piftol  in  his 

hand,  cried,  D - n  you.  I’ll  fhoot  you,  and  immediately 

fired  ;  but  Marjoram  luckily  popping  down  his  head,  the  ball 
only  juft  grazed  upon  his  back,  without  doing  any  farther 
hurt.  This  audacious  action  of  Barton’s,  was  fo  fudden, 
that,  before  the  people  could  recover  from  the  furprife  it  put 
them  in,  he  made  his  efcape. 

Marjoram  being  examined  before  the  Lord-mayor,  made  a 
large  information  againft  his  accomplices,  but  none  of  them 
io  3  C  were 


386  BURN  WORTH,  BLEWIT,  &c.  for  Murder.- 

were  then  to  be  found,  except  Legee,  who  was  taken  at  a 
ho ufe  in  White-Crofs-Street. 

None  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Ball  were  now 
at  liberty  in  London  except  Burnworth,  and  he  was  too  fool¬ 
hardy  to  abfcond,  though  he  knew  of  the  proclamation,  and 
that  300].  was  offered  for  taking  him. 

Having  heard  that  Quilt  Arnold,  Jonathan  Wild’s  late 
foreman,  had  been  in  queft  of  him,  he  ventured  one  night 
to  an  ale-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey,  which  Arnold  frequented, 
and,  underffanding  that  he  was  then  alone  in  a  back-room, 
he  took  a  loaded  piftol  in  his  hand,  and  pufhing  open  the 

door,  D~ - —  n  you,  fays  he  to  Arnold,  What  bufinefs 

have  you  with  me  ?  Do  you  think  to  fet  up  the  trade  of 
thief-taking  upon  your  own  account,  now  your  old  mafter  is 
hanged  ?  You  dog  !  it  would  be  but  tipping  you  juft  ice  to 
blow  your  brains  out.  Then  filling  a  glafs  with  brandy, 
and  putting  fome  gun-powder  into  it :  now,  down  on  your 
knees,  you  fon  of  a  b—h,  adds  he,  drink  this,  and  wifh  it 
may  be  your  eternal  d~nTn-t-— n,  if  ever  you  offer  to  moleft 
me,  or  any  of  my  acquaintance.  Arnold  was  forced  to 
comply,  and  then  Burnworth  knocked  him  down,  and  went 
clear  off. 

One  morning  after  this,  he  went  to  an  ale-houfe  in  Hoi- 
boro,  where  he  was  well  known,  and  fitting  down  at  the 
door  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand,  he  called  for  a  pint  of  beer, 
which  he  drank  off,  and  then,  daring  any  body  to  follow  him, 
he  walked  away. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  in  the  night,  which  was  four 
days  after  the  murder  of  Mr,  Ball,  the  houfe  of  John  Beefley, 
a  diftiller,  in  Clare-Market,  was  broke  open  and  robbed  of  a 
filver-ladle,  a  filver-cup,  and  a  filver-tafter  ;  above  forty- 
four  pounds  in  money,  and  bills  and  notes  for  near  four  hun¬ 
dred  ,  pounds.  Among  thefe  was  a  promiffory  note  from 
James  Jones  to  Jacob  Tonfon  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Beefley  fent 
word  to  James  Jones  of  what  had  happened,  and  defiring 
if  finch  a  note  was  brought  to  him,  that  he  would  flop 
the  bearer.  One  Benjamin  Jones,  who  lived  in  Little-Britain, 
not  far  from  James  Jones,  was  obferved  to  live  very  irregu¬ 
larly,  and  fometimes  to  appear  in  two  or  three  different  fuits 
in  a  day,  without  having  any  vifible  means  of  maintaining 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  :  and  farther,  that  he  came  home 
drunk  about  feven  o’clock  that  morning  the  burglary  was 
committed.  Thefe,  and  fome  other  concurring  circumftances 
being  obferved  by  James  Jones,  that  gave  him  a  fufpicion  of 
Benjamin  Jones,  who  was  thereupon  apprehended,  and  a 

fearch 
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fearch  being  made,  the  ladle  and  cup  were  found  in  his  ne- 
ceffary-houfe,  and  a  piece  of  an  iron  bar  was  found  in  his 
chamber,  the  broken  part  of  which  bar  was  left  in  Mr.  Beef- 
ley’s  cellar.  Upon  farther  enquiry  it  was  proved,  that  Ben. 
Jones  was  drinking  in  a  coffee-houfe  near  Mr.  Beeftey’s  till 
midnight,  which  was  not  long  before  the  burglary  was  com¬ 
mitted,  for  Mr.  Beefley’s  drawer  was  found  in  Lincoln’s-Inn- 
Fields  between  two  and  three  the  next  morning. 

For  this  fa£t  Ben.  Jones  was  tried  in  March,  1725-6,  and 
the  particulars  above-mentioned  were  fworn  againff  him.  In 
his  defence  he  owned,  that  he  came  from  that  coffee-houfe 
at  twelve  at  night,  but  that,  being  drunk,  as  he  was  eroding 
the  way,  he  found  the  plate  and  a  piece  of  a  bar ;  after  which 
he  picked  up  a  blackmoor  proftitute  in  Drury-Lane,  went 
with  her  to  a  night  cellar,  where  he  ftaid  with  her  till  about 
feven  in  the  morning,  and  then  went  home  to  his  wife. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received  fentence  of 
death :  after  which  the  Ordinary  gives  the  following  account 
relating  to  this  fa£t. 

cc  As  for  the  filver  ladle  and  cup  that  was  found  in  the  ne- 
ceffary-houfe,  as  a  dying  man  he  (Benjamin  Jones)  declared, 
that  accidentally  he  found  them  in  the  ftreet  as  he  was  coming 
home  late  at  night :  and  that,  when  he  was  put  into  the  Con¬ 
demned-Hold,  meeting  with - —  Burnworth,  alias  Frazier, 

and  giving  him  an  account  of  the  crime  of  which  he  was 

convi£!ed, - Frazier  told  him,  that  he  was  the  perfon  who 

committed  that  robbery,  in  breaking  open  Mr.  Beefley’s  Chop, 
and  that,  as  he  was  going  towards  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, 
meeting  the  watchman,  he  dropped  the  plate  and  the  piece  of 
iron  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  for  fear  of  being  taken  up, 
and,  becaufe  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  not  well  knowing 
whether  it  was  filver  or  not,  and  being  indifferent  about  it, 
fince  he  had  fuch  plenty  of  money,  and  gold,  and  forne  other 
things  in  his  pocket,  which  he  had  taken  out  of  the  ihop. 
This  Frazier,  as  a  dying  man,  not  expe£ting  to  live  many 
days,  afferted  to  be  the  plain  verity,  and  that  he  was  forry 
another  fhould  fuffer  for  his  crime.  I  afked  Frazier,  if  this 
account  was  true?  Who  faid  that  it  was,  and  that  he  had 
written  the  full  narrative  thereof  to  perfons  of  the  higheff  qua¬ 
lity.  1  intreated  Jones  for  God’s  fake,  not  to  enter  into  eter¬ 
nity  with  a  lie  in  his  right  hand,  Ifa.  44.  20.  I  frequently 
exhorted  him  to  make  an  ingenuous  confefiion,  fince  his  dy¬ 
ing  with  a  lie  in  his  mouth  would  be  a  double  guilt,  and  might 

3  C  2  provoke 
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provoke  God  to  caft  him  off  for  ever,  See.  He  faid  he  would 
till  death,  deny  that  fa£l  of  which  he  was  altogether  innocent 
and  ignorant,  and  would  never  accufe  himfelf  falfly. 

There  has  been  now  and  then  a  criminal,  who  (having  no 
hopes  of  efcaping  the  gailows  himfelf)  has,  perhaps  for  the 
fake  of  a  little  beer  and  brandy,  taken  a  fa£t  upon  himfelf 
which  was  committed  by  another.  I  will  not  affirm  that  this 
was  the  cafe  here  j  but  I  think  it  not  improbable.  For  if  Jones 
had  found  the  plate,  why  fhould  he  throw  it  into  his  neceff 
fary-houfe?  and  why  fhould  Burnworth  throw  away  the  cup 
and  ladle,  which  he  might  have  put  in  his  pocket,  and  yet 
carry  the  drawer,  which  was  of  no  value,  as  far  as  Lincoln’s- 
Inn  Fields  ?  Jones  was  hanged  for  this  on  March  14. 

Tho’  Burnworth  had  murdered  Ball,  partly  on  account  of 
his  apprehending  Kit  Leonard,  yet  Leonard,  who  was  then 
in  Surry  Goal,  contrived  a  fcheme  for  taking  Burnworth, 
which  was  managed  in  this  manner. 

Burnworth  lodged  with  Leonard’s  wife  and  lifter.  Leonard 
lets  his  wife  Kate  into  the  fecret,  and  orders  her  to  acquaint 
fome  juftices  of  the  peace  with  it.  She  did  fo.  The  defign 
was  approved  of,  and  a  fuificient  force  appointed  to  feize  the 
criminal. 

Accordingly,  on  Shrove-Tuefday  in  the  evening,  fevera! 
men  well  armed  were  planted  at  an  ale-houfe  adjoining  to 
the  houfe  where  Kate  lived.  About  fix  o’clock  Burnworth, 
Kate,  and  her  lifter  being  together,  Kate  propofed  to  fry 
fome  pancakes  for  fupper,  which  Burnworth  approved  of,  (it 
being  too  early  for  him  to  go  out  upon  his  villanies)  and  pul¬ 
led  off  his  great  coat,  in  which  he  had  feveral  piftois.  There 
was  a  back  door  which  he  ufually  kept  upon  the  latch,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  his  efcape  if  he  fhould  happen  to  be  furprized  : 
but  Kate  had  taken  care  to  holt  it  unknown  to  him,  and 
then,  while  her  filler  was  frying  the  pancakes,  file  went  to 
the  ale-houfe  for  a  pot  of  beer,  and,  giving  a  fignal  to  thofe 
men  who  waited  there  for  that  purpofe,  (lie  returned,  and 
pretended  to  lock  the  door,  but  defignedly  miffed  the  ftaple. 
In  a  few  minutes  fix  men  rufhed  into  the  room  :  Burnworth 
ftarted  up  and  ran  to  the  back-door,  but  before  he  could  open 
it  they  feized  him.  He  was  carried  to  Newgate,  and  put  in¬ 
to  the  Condemned -Hold ,  where  he  continued  till  Saturday 
liight,  the  1 3th  of  March,  when  he  and  five  condemned  pri¬ 
soners,  who  were  confined  in  the  fame  place,  attempted,  with 
ah  iron  crow  which  they  had  procured,  to  break  thro’  the  wall 
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of  the  gaol,  in  which  they  made  a  ccnfiderable  progrefs,  but 
were  difcovered  before  they  had  hnifhed  the  work. 

As  this  was  thought  to  be  Burnworth’s  project,  he  was 
removed  into  another  apartment,  called  the  Bilboa-Room, 
and  loaded  with  more  irons ;  but  by  fome  means  or  other, 
he  procured  faws  and  files,  with  which  he  freed  him  felf  from 
his  fetiers,  broke  thro’  the  wall  into  the  women’s  apartment, 
and  went  to  work  upon  the  iron  bars  of  the  window,  and  had 
cut  one  of  them  afunder,  when  the  keeper  having  notice  of 
it,  came  and  flopped  his  progrefs,  and  carried  him  once 
more  to  the  Condemned-Hold,  where  he  was  flapled  down, 
and  where  we  fhalj  leave  him,  till  we  bring  fome  of  his  ac¬ 
complices  to  bear  him  company. 

William  Blewit  was  bom  in  Cripplegate  parifh,  where  his 
father  was  a  porter,  and  his  mother  kept  an  herb  flail.  Will, 
was  put  apprentice  by  theparifh  to  a  perfumer  of  gloves,  but, 
being  a  loofe  idle  fellow,  and  much  addicted  to  gaming,  he 
foon  fell  into  ill  company,  and  turned  his  hand  to  picking 
pockets.  He  was  commonly  well  drefled,  and  made  a  gen¬ 
teel  appearance,  which  often  prevented  his  being  fufpedied. 
But  thofe  who  had  feen  him  once,  might  eaiily  know  him 
again  ;  for  he  was  remarkable  by  one  of  his  lips,  which  was 
fomething  like  a  hare- lip,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  make  him 
appear  difagreeable. 

In  April,  1  722,  he  was  convi&ed  of  privately  Healing  a 
handkerchief  from  John  Higgs,  on  the  4th  of  March,  as  he 
was  going  out  of  St.  Andrew’s  church,  Holborn,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  tranfported.  He  was  accordingly  (hipped  off 
with  many  more  of  the  fame  profeflion.  When  they  came 
out  to  fea,  they  contrived  a  plot  for  feizing  upon  the  (hip's 
crew  ;  but  Blewit,  being  let  into  the  fecret,  was  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  his  own  liberty  at  the  expence  of  his  compani¬ 
ons,  and  therefore  difcovered  the  defign  to  the  captain,  who 
thereupon  took  care  to  prevent  the  intended  mifehief,  and 
fet  Blewit  a-fhore  at  Nevis,  as  a  reward  for  the  fervice  he 
had  done. 

Blewit  foon  returned  to  his  own  country,  and  not  Jong 
afrer  his  arrival  was  apprehended. 

In  January  1722-3,  he  was  tried  for  returning  from  trans¬ 
portation.  He  did  not  deny  the  fadl,  but  pleaded  in  excufe, 
that  he  had  been  very  ferviceable  in  the  voyage}  for  being  al¬ 
lowed  his  liberty  on  board,  in  order  to  take  care  of  the  other 
felons,  and  they  having  raifed  a  mutiny,  with  a  defign  to 
murder  the  captain  and  the  (hip’s  crew,  he  had  prevented  the 
murder  and  faved  the  cargo,  by  making  a  timely  difeovery. 
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To  prove  this  he  called  Jonathan  Forward,  who  depofed, 
that  indeed  the  prifoner  was  appointed  to  have  his  liberty  on 
board,  in  order  to  affift  in  the  management  of  the  other  con- 
•vIHs  ;  but  as  to  his  preventing  the  iofs  of  the  {hip’s  crew  and 
cargo,  he  knew  not  how  true  it  was,  the  {hip  not  being  yet 
returned  from  Nevis.  Blewit  was  found  guilty,  and  received 
Sentence  of  death.  But  his  execution  was  refpited  till  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  captain,  when  the  fa£l  appearing  as  Blewit  had 
alledged,  he  obtained  mercy,  on  condition  of  tranfporting 
himfeif  again. 

But,  inftead  of  obferving  this  condition,  he  returned  to  his 
old  courfes  of  picking  pockets,  and  fnatching  hats,  wigs  and 
iwords  in  the  fireet,  and  in  a  little  time  joined  himfeif  with 
Burn  worth’s  gang. 

After  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ball,  Blewit  fled  to  Flolland, 
with  Dickenfon  and  Berry ;  but,  by  the  care  and  vigilance  of 
Mr.  Finch,  the  Britiih  refident  at  the  Hague,  Blewit  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  the  Flam  burgh- Arms  on  the  Boomkeys  in  Rot¬ 
terdam,  and  Berry  and  Dickenfon  on  board  a  {hip  at  the 
Brill. 

Emanuel  Dickenfon  was  defcended  of  reputable  parents,  but, 
being  of  an  ungovernable  temper,  they  were  unable  to  keep 
him  within  bounds,  and  unwilling  to  fupport  him  in  his  ex¬ 
travagancies.  He  kept  the  vileft  company  he  could  meet  with, 
and  they  foon  brought  him  to  thieving. 

In  September,  1722,  he  was  tried  for  robbing  Tofeph  Marfh 
cf  his  hat  and  wig  in  the  Strand,  on  the  20th  of  July  about 
twelve  at  night-  The  profecutor  depofed,  that  the  prifoner 
came  behind  him,  threw  him  on  his  face,  fnatched  off  his 
hat  and  wig  and  ran  away  ;  but,  being  purfued,  he  dropped 
the Ar,  and  was  taken..  The  prifoner  in  his  defence  faid,  that 
the  profdcutor  joftled  him,  and  bid  him  flrand  by  for  a  fon  of 
a  bitch  ;  and  thereupon  he  fhoved  the  profecutor  again,  and 
went  forward.  A  witnefs  for  the  prifoner  fwore,  that  the 
profecutorjhad  owned  that  the  prifoner  only  fhoved  againft  him, 
and  his  hat  and  wig  fell  off,  and  that  the  profecutor  offered 
to  make  it  up  for  12s.  Several  gave  the  prifoner  a  good  cha¬ 
racter,  and  the  jury  acquitted  him.  He  afterwards  robbed 
with  Burnworth  and  his  companions. 

' Thomas  Berry  was  the  fon  of  very  poor  parents.  His  mo¬ 
ther  was  a  common  beggar,  and  he  was  a  thief  from  his 
childhood  :  he  was  frequently  fent  to  Bridewell  and  New- 
Prifon  for  pilfering,  and  thrice  to  Newgate,  from  whence  he 
was  once  tranfported  ;  but  returned  before  his  time  was  ex¬ 
pired,  and  entered  into  a  confederacy  with  Burnworth. 
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John  Higgs  was  of  mean  parentage.  He  was  bound  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  watch-movement-maker,  in  Cripplegate  parifh. 
He  had  not  been  long  in  Burnworth’s  gang  before  the  murder 
of  Mr.  Ball.  It  feems  that  he  followed  the  others  t b  Ball’s 
houfe  with  fome  reluclancy. 

John  Legee  was  the  fon  of  French  parents.  He  was  put  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  cabinet-maker  in  Jewin-ftreet,  whom  he  ferveft 
about  fix  years,  and  then  followed  thieving  for  about  two 
years  before  he  was  concerned  in  the  murder. 

Blewit,  Berry  and  Dickenfon  were  ftrongly  fettered  and 
put  on  board  the  Delight  Hoop,  Capt.  Taylor,  at  the  Brill. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  Nore,  they  were  met  by  two  mef- 
fengers,  who  aftifted  in  taking  charge  of  them  up  the  river. 
In  their  paftage,  they  affedted  to  be  merry,  Tinging,  fwear- 
ing,  and  recounting  their  old  villanies.  Meeting  with  a 
prefs-gang  upon  the  river,  they  berogued  and  greatly  abufed 
the  lieutenant,  and  dared  him  to  prefs  them  into  the  king’s 
fervice. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  Tower,  they  were  put  into  a 
boat,  and  attended  by  three  other  boats,  in  each  of  which 
was  a  file  of  mufqueters.  Thus  they  were  conduce  dtoWeft- 
minfter,  where  they  were  examined  before  Juftice-  Chalk, 
and  Juftice  Blackerbv,  and  then  put  into  a  coach,  guarded 
by  a  party  of  foot  foldiers,  and  conveyed  to  Newgate;  from 
whence,  with  their  companions,  they  were  afterwards  carried 
to  Kingfton,  where  they  were  tried  and  condemned,  as  we 
have  feen  above. 

After  fentence,  which  was  paft'ed  upon  them  on  Monday 
the  fifth  of  April,  they  appeared  as  unconcerned  as  before. 
Burn  worth  diverting  himfelf  with  drawing  pidfures  of  his 
adventures,  and  the  others  in  telling  ftories  of  their  pranks. 
ri  hey  had  entertained  great  hopes  of  making  their  efcape,  for 
which  purpofe,  they  had  already  procured  feveral  fmall  files, 
which  they  concealed  in  the  waiftbands  of  their  breeches. 
Ble  wit’s  brother,  coming  to  fee  him,  was  over-heard  to  fay, 
that  he  had  forgot  the  opium,  which  gave  the  keepers  a  fuf- 
picion,  and  Burnworth’s  mother  coming  foon  after,  they 
iearched  her,  and  found  feveral  piftols  and  faws  about  her, 
whereupon  file  was  committed  to  the  ftock-houfe  :  then  the 
prifoners  were  all  fearched,  and  befides  other  implements,  a 
large  clafp  knife  was  found  upon  one  of  them.  It  appeared 
upon  examination,  that  their  defign  was  to  give  the  perfons 
who  guarded  them  opium  in  their  wine  or  beer,  and  to 
have  murdered  them  at  midnight,  while  they  were  afteep  ; 
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after  which  they  intended  to  file  ofF  their  own  irons,  cut 
the  bars  of  the  window,  and,  as  foon  as  they  got  out, 
to  fet  fire  to  a  great  flack  of  bavins  behind  the  prifon, 
and  to  two  or  three  other  places  in  the  town,  and  fo  by  put¬ 
ting  the  inhabitants  into  the  utmoft  confirmation,  they  them- 
felves  in  the  mean  time  might  have  the  better  opportunity  of 
cfcaping. 

The  difcovery  of  this  defign  had  no  great  effedt  upon  them* 
They  appeared  as  unconcerned  and  impenitent  as  ever,  and 
efpecially  Burn  worth,  who,  the  next  day,  told  one  of  the 
guards,  that  if  he  did  not  take  care  to  fee  his  body  decently 
buried  after  execution,  he  would  meet  him  in  a  dark  entry, 
and  pull  his  nofe  off.  But  on  Wednefday  morning,  ine  day 
appointed  for  their  execution,  they  began  to  be  a  little  thought¬ 
ful  of  their  approaching  fate,  and  to  apply  to  their  devotions 
with  an  air  of  ferioufnefs. 

About  ten  o’clock  they  were  all  fix  brought  out  of  the 
Rock-houfe,  and  put  into  one  cart,  attended  by  a  company  of 
foot  foldiers  to  Kingfion  gallows.  In  their  way  thither, 
Blewit  happening  to  fee  one  Mr.  Warwick  among  the  crowd, 
he  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  j  Mr.  Warwick  coming  up  to 
the  cart,  Blewit  fell  on  his  knees,  and  faid.  Sir,  I  muff  afk 
your  pardon  for  having  once  made  an  attempt  on  your  life, 
by  prefen  ting  a  piffol  at  you,  which  I  did  upon  a  fufpicion 
that  you  knew  fome  things  that  I  had  been  guilty  of,  and 
had  given  information  againft  me.  Mr.  Warwick  readily  for¬ 
gave  him. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution,  Blewit  con- 
feflfed  he  had  pradlifed  thieving  for  about  fixteen  years,  and 
that  his  firfl  fad!  was  ftealing  a  filver  fpoon  in  the  Old-Bailey. 
He  defired  that  no  reflections  might  be  caff  upon  his  mother, 
for  fhe  had  often  on  her  knees,  and  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
begged  of  him  to  leave  his  vicious  courfes.  Then  he  named 
the  penitential  pfalm,  fet  the  tune,  and  repeated  each  line 
to  his  fellow-criminals.  He,  Dickenfon  and  Berry  had  pro¬ 
vided  coffins  for  themfelves,  not  expedting  to  be  hung  in 
chains. 

Dickenfon  faid  he  had  ferved  as  a  foot  foldier  under  hi$ 
father,  who,  when  living,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army. 
He  confeffed  that  he  once  fired  a  piftol  at  one  Mr.  Hunt,  in 
St.  George’s-Fields,  but  miffed  him.  He  defired  the  fpec- 
tators  to  take  warning  by  his  fuffering,  and  avoid  ill  company, 
which  had  brought  him  to  that  fkameful  end. 
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'After  this  they  all  (book  hands,  and  killed  each  other,  and 
a  {Port  time  being  allowed  for  their  private  devotions,  the 
cart  drew  away,  and  they  were  turned  off,  crying,  Chrift 
have  mercy  upon  us. 

Dickenfon  died  very  hard;  after  he  had  hung  about  two  mi¬ 
nutes,  the  agonies  of  death  being  ftrong  upon  him,  he  kicked 
off  one  of  his  fhoes,  and  looiened  the  other. 

Thus  ended  the  lives  of  thefe  extraordinary  offenders, 
Burnworth  being  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,Blewit  twenty- 
fix,  Higgs  nineteen,  and  Dickenfon,  Berry,  and  Legee  about 
twentv-one  each. 

j 

After  execution  their  bodies  were  brought  back  in  a  wag- 
gon  to  the  New-goal  in  Southwark,  where  they  were  put 

in  irons - Burnworth  and  Blewit  were  hung  up  in  St. 

George’s- 1  ields,  over-againft  the  Two  Fighting-Cocks  in 
the  Mint,  which  was  near  the  place  where  the  murder  was 
committed.  Dickenfon  and  Berry  were  hung  upon  Kennlng- 
ton-Common  ;  but  the  fheriff  had  orders  to  fuffer  Dicken- 
fon’s  friends  to  take  his  body  down,  after  it  had  hung  one 
day,  which  was  granted,  in  regard  to  his  father’s  fervice  in 
the  confederate  army,  particularly  at  the  fiege  of  Air  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  where  he  gallantly  loft  his  life.  Legee  and  Higgs  were 
hung  in  chains  on  Putney-Common. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  a  word  here  in  relation  to 
Marjoram.  He  ferved  an  apprenticefhip  to  an  ivory  turner  in 
Flower-de-Luce-Court,  in  Fetter-Lane.  Having  convibled 
his  companions  at  Kingfton  affixes,  he  was  fent  back  to  the 
New-Goal  in  Southwark,  and  after  fome  time  obtained  his 
difeharge  ;  hut,  on  the  29th  of  Sept.  1726,  about  ten  at 
night,  when  he  had  not  been  a  week  at  liberty,  going  with  a 
new  comrade  out  of  Chartcr-houfe-ftreet  into  Long-lane,  he 
faw  three  butchers  before  him,  and  ftepping  up  behind  one  of 
them,  he  cut  the  firing  of  his  apron,  and  took  away  his  ft  eel, 
but  being  immediately  purfued,  he  was  taken  in  Barbican. 
For  this  fact  he  was  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey,  in  Qdlober  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  the  indi&ment  being  laid  for  privately  ftealing  to 
the  value  of  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  and  he  being  a  no¬ 
torious  offender,  the  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  received 
fentence  of  death  5  but  was  afterwards  reprieved  in  order  to 
be  tranfported. 
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/~g~^H0MAS  BILLINGS,  and  Thomas  Wood,  of  St. 

J[  Mary-le-Bon,  were  indited  for  the  murder  of  John 
Hays  :  Billings  by  beating,  ftriking,  and  bruiflng  him  on  the 
hinder  part  of  his  head  with  a  hatchet,  and  thereby  giving 
him  one  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  inftantly  died,  on  the 
ixrft  day  of  March-,  1725-6,  and  Wood,  by  being  prefent, 
aiding,  abetting,  and  maintaining  the  fai'd  Billings  in  com- 
init'ting  the  Laid  murder. 

To  this  indictment  they  both  pleaded  guilty.  Death. 

Catherine  Flays  was  indicted  for  petit  treafon,  “by  being 
tralterouilv  prefent,  aiding,  abetting,  comforting,  and  main¬ 
taining  the  (aid  Thomas  Billings,  in  the  murder  of  the  faid 
John  Hays  her  hufband. 

The  council  for  the  king,  who  by  his  majefty’s  order  car¬ 
ried  on  the  profecution,  having  opened  the  indiHment,  the 
charge,  and  the  evidence,  the  witneffes  againft  the  prifoner 
were  called  and  fworn. 

Richard  Bromags .  Aiter  the  prifoner,  Catherine  Hays, 
was  committed  to  Newgate,  I,  and  Robert  Wilkins,  and 
Leonard  Myring  went  to  vifit  her  there.  I  am  very  forry 
Mrs.  Hays,  fays  I,  to  fee  you  here  upon  fuch  a  fad  occafion 
as  the  murder  of  your  hufband.  And|  fo  am  I  too,  fays  fhe0 
But  what  a  G— -  d’s  name,  fays  I,  could  put  it  into  your  head 
to  commit  fuch  a  barbarous  murder?  Why,  faid  fhe,  the 
d-v-1  put  it  into  my  head  ;  but,  .however,  John  Hays  was 
none  of  the  heft  of  hufbands,  for  I  have  been  three  parts 
ftarved  ever  fmce  we  were  married  together.  I  don’t  in  the 
leaft  repent  of  any  thing  I  have  done,  but  only  in  drawing 
thofe  two  poor  men  into  .this  misfortune.  I  was  fix  weeks 
in  importuning  them  to  do  it  ;  they  two  or  three  times  refufed 
to  be  concerned  in  it  ;  but  at  laft  I  over  perfuaded  them.  My 
hufband  was  made  fo  drunk,  that  he  fell  out  of  his  chair, 
and  then  they  carried  him  into  the  back  room,  and  laid  him 
upon  the  bed,  arid  there  Billings  knocked  him  on  the  head 
with  a  hatchet,  and  Wood  cut  his  throat.  This  was  what 
they  told  me,  for  I  was  not  in  the  room  when  he  was  killed  : 
But,  as  boon  as  he  was  dead,  I  went  in  and  held  the  candle, 
while  W ood  cut  his  head  quite  off.  But,  fays  I,  How  came 
you  to  cut  him  and  mangle  him  in  fuch  an  inhuman  manner  ? 
She  anfvvered,  becaufe  we  wanted  to  get  him  into  a  box  ;  we 
i<:  ~  '  •  *  1  '  -  ‘  v  thought 
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thought  to  have  done  it  with  only  cutting  off  his  legs  at  the 
knees,  but  ffill  we  could  not  get  him  in,  and  therefore  we 
cut  off  his  thighs,  and  his  arms,  though  when  we  had  done, 
the  box  was  too  little  to  hold  all,  and  fhut  dole  ;  and  fo  the 
next  night  we  put  the  body  and  limbs  into  two  blankets, 
and  Wood  and  Billings  carried  them  away  at  twice,  and 
threw  them  into  a  pond.  But,  fays  I  again,  What  could 
induce  the  men  to  be  guilty  of  all  this  ?  Was  it  the  lucre 
of  money  ?  No,  fays  {he,  there  v/as  nothing  of  that  in  the 
cafe,  but  the  d-v-1  was  inv  us  all,  and  we  were  all  got 
drunk.  And  what.,  faid  I,  can  you  fay  for  yourfelf  when 
you  come  before  the  court  ?  file  replied.  It  will  fignify  no¬ 
thing  to  make  a  long  preamble,  Pli  hold  up  my  hand  and 
confefs  myfelf  guilty,  for  nothing  can  fave  me,  and  nobody 
can  forgive  me. 

Leonard  Myring.  I  went  to  fee  the  prifoner  in  Newgate 
the  day  after  {he  was  committed,  but  fhe  confeffed  nothing 
at  that  time.  I  went  again  on  the  Siindav  evening,  and 
then  Ihe  faid,  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  for  Thomas  Wood, 
one  of  the  men  that  committed  the  murder,  was  taken  to-day, 
and  has  confeffed  that  it  was  done  by  him  and  Billings  j  but 
I  was  not  with  them  when  they  did  it,  for  I  was  drunk, 
and  fitting  upon  a  ftool  by  the  fire  in  the  {hop  ;  but  I  heard 
the  blow  given,  and  heard  fomebody  {lamp.  And  why  then, 
fays  I,  did  not  you  cry  out  for  help  l  fhe  anfwered,  Becaufe 
I  was  afraid  they  would  murder  me  too :  and  fo,  after  they 
had  killed  him,  they  cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  out 
in  a  pail ;  and,  when  they  came  back,  Billings  fat  down 
by  me,  and  cried,  and  would  lie  in  the  room  where  the  dead 

body  was  that  night.  - *  Another  time  fhe  told  me, 

that  {he  was  not  upon  the  fame  floor,  but  in  the  fhop  be¬ 
low  flairs  when  her  hufband  was  killed. - I  went  again 

with  Richard  Bromage,  and  Robert  Wilkins  to  vifit  her, 
and  then  fire  confeffed  that  for  fome  time  paft  there  had 
been  a  contrivance  to  kill  her  hufband  ;  but  faid,  that  fhe  did 
not  know  they  would  do  it  that  night  as  it  was  done.  I 
afked  her  how  they  came  to  contrive  fuch  a  wicked  thing  ? 
Why,  faid  fhe,  my  hufband  came  home  drunk  one  night, 
and  beat  me,  upon  which  Billings  faid,  This  fellow  deferves 
to  be  killed.  A  ye,  fays  Wood,  and  fo  he  does,  and  I  would 
be  his  butcher  for  a  penny  :  and  I  told  them,  as  to  that,  t{iey 
might  do  as  they  thought  fit.  But,  pray,  Mrs.  Hays,  faid  I, 
why  did  you  never  acquaint  your  hufband  with  their  defignj? 
Becaufe,  faid  file,  I  was  afraid  that  he  would  heat  me. 
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Robert  Wilkins  confirmed  the  evidence  of  Richard  Bro- 
mage. 

Jcjeph  Mercer.  On  the  Monday  after  the  prifoner  was 
committed,  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  the  28th  or  29th 
of  March,  I  went  to  fee  her  in  Newgate,  Mr.  Mercer, 
faid  file.  You  are  Tom  Billings’s  friend  as  well  as  mine,  and 
therefore  I  defire  you  would  go  and  tell  him,  it  will  be  in  vain 
for  him  to  deny  the  murder  any  longer,  for  we  a  e  both 
equally  guilty,  and  we  mutt  both  die  for  it. 

John  Blackejly.  I  live  at  the  Brawn  YHead-Tavern  in 
New-Bond-ftreet.  On  the  firft  of  laft  month,  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  prifoner  and  the  two  men  who  have 
pleaded  guilty,  came  together  to  our  houfe  ;  {he  faid,  fbe 
wanted  to  tafte  fome  wine,  for  (he  fliould  have  occafion  for  a 
quantity.  Then  fhe  called  for  a  half  pint  of  mountain,  and, 
when  they  had  drank  it,  file  ordered. me  to  put  up  fix  quarts 
of  the  fame.  She  paid  for  it  at  the  bar,  and  favv  it  put  into 
bottles.  I  fent  a  porter  home  with  her,  that  he  might  know 
where  to  call  for  the  bottles  when  they  were  empty  :  but, 
about  nine  o’clock  the  fame  night,  one  of  thofe  two  men 
brought  back  the  fix  empty  bottles,  and  had  another  quart  of 
wine. 


AC  ary  Sprivgate.  I  lodged  up  two  pair  of  flairs  in  Mr. 
Weingard’s,  houfe,  where  the  murder  was  committed.- — - — 
On  .  Tuefday,,  the  fir.fi:  of  March  laft,  I  was  out  all  day  at 
work,  and  came  home  between  eight  and  nine  at  night. 
My  hufband  told  me,  there  had  been  great  merry-making, 
drinking,  and  dancing  in  the  room  below.'  1  was  tired,  and 
wanted  to  be  a-bed,  but  was  willing  to  know  if  their  liquor 
was  aimed  out,  that  I  might  not  be  difturbed  when  I  was 
going  to  fieep  ;  and  fo  I  .went  down  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
and  afked  her,  if  they  had  alrnoft  done  drinking.  Aye, 
child,  faid  fhe,  I  am  juft  going  to  bed.  .And  with  that,  I 
faid  no  more,  but  went  up  again,  but  it  was  not  long  befo  e  I 
heard  the  door  open.  I  called,  and  afked  her,  who  it  was  that 
went  out  l  O  !  faid  file.  It  is  my  hufband,  he  is  gone  into  the 
country  with  a  cha'ge  of  money,  and  I  am  frighted  out  of  my 
wits  for  fear  he.  fliould  be  murdered  :  I  wifh  to  the  Lord  he 
may  come  fafe  home  again  ;  but  I  never  knew  fuch  an  obfti- 
nate  man  in  my  life,  when  he  gets  a  little  liquor  in  his  head: 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  perfuading  him  to  flay  till  rhorn- 
ing.  I  got  up  by  five  o’clock  next  day,  which  was  Wed- 
xiefday,  and  went  cut  to  my  work  ;  I  returned  about  nine 
at  night,  and  found  the  prifoner  fitting  by  the  fire  fide,  with 
Wood  and  Billings.,  but  without  any  candle.  She  faid,  fhe 
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was  very  uneafy  upon  her  hufband's  account,  for  fear  fome 
wicked  rogue  or  other  fhould  knock  him  on  the  head  for  his 
money.  I  went  up  to  my  own  room,  but  had  not  been  long 
there,  before  I  heard  fomething  drawling  along  the  floor,  and 
the  door  open,  and  fomebody  go  out  :  upon  which,  I  went 
down  and  afked  her  what  they  were  doing?  She  faid,  the 
men  were  going  to  fetch  a  bed  home  ;  fo  I  went  up  again* 
and  when  they  came  back,  fhe  let  them  in,  and  I  heard  them 
fay,  they  had  not  got  money  enough  for  the  bed.  By  and  by 
I  heard  another  drawling  along  the  floor,  and  the  men  went 
out  again.  When  they  returned,  I  went  down  and  let  them 
in  myfelf,  but  they  had  not  yet  brought  the  bed.  What, 
fays  (he,  was  the  landlord’s  mark  upon  it  ?  They  anfwered* 
Yes.  Why,  then,  faid  (he,  I  am  glad  you  did  not  bring  it; 
I  left  them,  and  went  up  once  more  to  my  own  room. 
In  a  little  time  I  heard  another  buftling  below,  at  which  I  be¬ 
gan  to  grow  very  uneafy5  and  thought  that  fomething  more 
than  ordinary  muft  be  the  matter  ;  and  fo  I  was  going  down 
again,  but  fhe  met  me, at  my  own  door,  and  faid,  fhe  was 
come  to  fmoak  half  a  pipe  with  my  hufhand.  While  fhe 
ftaid,  I  heard  the  men  going  out  again,  I  flepped  to  the  flair- 
head,  and  looked  down  over  the  rails,  fhe  followed,  and 
afked  me,  why  I  was  fo  uneafy.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  fays 
I,  Mrs.  Hays,  I  believe  you  are  a  going  to  move  your  goods 
by  night,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fhame  you  fhould  do  any  fuch 
thing,  when  you  have  got  money  that  lies  by  you  :  no,  indeed* 
faid  fhe,  it  is  no  fuch  thing.  Then,  pray,  fays  I,  Mrs*  Hays, 
tell  me  what  is  the  matter  ?  Why,  nothing,  faid  file,  and 
therefore  I  beg  you  would  make  yourfelf  eafy.  The  next 
day,  which  was  Thurfday,  I  faw  Wood  go  out  with  a 
bundle,  and  turn  down  Swallow-flreet.  I  afked  her,  what 
that  bundle  was,  and  fhe  told  me,  it  was  a  fuit  of  cloaths  that 
he  had  borrowed  to  go  abroad  in  laft  Sunday.  The  head  that 
was  thrown  into  the  Thames  at  Mill-Bank,  and  the  pail  that 
it  was  carried  in,  were  both  brought  to  me  to  the  Gate- 
Houfe,  to  fee  if  I  knew  them.  I  knew  the  head  to  be  the 
head  of  Mr.  Hays,  and  that  the  pail  was  his  pail.  Mr. 

Bowers,  let  me  fee  the  coat?- -  And  this  my  lord  was 

Mr.  Hays’s  coat. 

At  the  fight  of  the  coat  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  fainted 
away. 

Richard  Bowers .  Wood  lodged  at  rny  houfe  at  Greenford 
three  weeks.  When  he  firft  came,  which  was  on  Thurfday 
the  3d  of  March,  be  brought  this  coat  with  him. 


Prifsner . 
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Prifoner.  I  own  that,  three  or  four  days  before  my  huf¬ 
band  was  killed,  there  was  a  defign  againft  his  life  ;  but  I  was 
not  guilty  of  his  blood.  He  and  Billings  had  been  playing 
at  cards,  and  fell  out  about  the  game,  and,  I  bidding  Billings 
tell  the  pips  of  the  cards,  my  hufband  flew  into  a  paffion,  and 
beat  me,  which  Billings  very  much  refented,  and  from  that 
time  refolved  to  murder  him  ;  but  I  had  no  hand  in  it;  for, 
when  it  was  done,  I  was  in  the  next  room,  and  therefore  I 
am  clear  and  innocent  of  the  fad. 

The  ji'sry  found  her  guilty.  Death . 

A  full  and  particular  Account  of  the  Life ,  Triaf  and  Be - 
haviour  of  Catherine  Hays,  who  zvas  burnt  alive  at 
Tyburn ,  for  the  Murder  of  her  hufband  ;  and  alfo  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  Thomas  Billings,  and  Thomas  Wood,  who 
zvere  concerned  in  the  f aid  Murder . 

/CATHERINE  FI  AYS  was  born  of  parents  of  the  name 
of  Hall,  in  very  low  circumflances,  in  the  year  1690, 
on  the  borders  of  Warwicklhire,  about  four  miles  from  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

She  lived  with  her  parents  feveral  years ;  but  their  poverty 
did  not  permit  them  to  be  flow  any  education  on  her  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  parifh  for  re¬ 
lief,  at  the  charge  of  which  fhe  was  maintained  for  feveral 
years. 

Even  during  her  childhood  fhe  gave  evident  flgns  of  a  fiery, 
turbulent  temper,  and  untradable  fpirit,  which  her  want  of 
education  rather  inereafed  than  otherwife,  fo  that  fhe  at  length 
became  ungovernable. 

In  this  manner  fhe  lived  till  about  the  year  1705,  when  fe¬ 
veral  officers  going  into  that  country  to  beat  up  for  volun¬ 
teers,  the  men  were  quartered  in  and  about  the  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Whether  the  appearance  or  the  behaviour  of  the  military 
gentlemen  induced  our  heroine  to  accompany  them  we  cannot 
pretend  to  determine  ;  but  certain  it  is  that  fhe  rambled  about 
with  them  to  feveral  places  ;  and  when  they  left  Birming¬ 
ham  and  its  neighbourhood,  fhe  accompanied  them  to  a  vil¬ 
lage  in  W orcefterfhire,  called  Great  Omberfly,  where,  ei¬ 
ther  tired  with  her  company,  or  not  chufing  the  expence  of 
maintaining  her  any  longer,  they  took  an  opportunity  of 
leaving  her  behind. 

Being 
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Being  thus  left  alone,  and  not  knowing  what  courfe  to  take, 
fhe  wandered  about  like  adiftradfed  creature,  till  coming  to  th« 
door  of  one  Mr,  Hays,  his  wife  good-naturedly  took  her  in, 
and  entertained  her  for  a  few  days. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Hays  had  feveral  children,  the  eldeft  of 
which,  whofe  name  was  John,  about  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
found  fomething  fo  agreeable  in  the  perfon  and  converfation  of  * 
Catherine,  that  he  privately  made  overtures  of  marriage  to 
her.  His  propofals  were  readily  accepted  ;  but  the  young 
people  believing  that  neither  Mr.  Hays  nor  his  wife  would  con¬ 
sent  to  the  match,  agreed  to  keep  their  intentions  a  profound 
fecret. 

The  preliminaries  were  foon  fettled,  and  in  five  or  fix  days 
the  preparations  for  a  private  marriage  being  made,  they 
agreed  it  fhould  be  folernnized  at  Worcefter,  and,  on  the 
appointed  day,  they  left  the  old  people  very  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  in  the  following  manner  : 

Young  Hays,  wTho  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  acquainting 
his  mother  that  he  had  occafion  for  fome  tools  in  his  bufmefs, 
which  he  would  go  and  purchafe  at  Worcefter,  obtained  by 
that  means  fome  money  of  her,  which,  together  with  fome 
he  had  by  him,  were  fufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
intended  expedition. 

Being  thus  furnifhed,  he  took  leave  of  his  parents  early  in 
the  morning;  and  Catherine,  without- the  formality  of  bid¬ 
ding  them  adieu,  trudged  after  him  to  Worcefter,  where  they 
met  at  an  appointed  place,  and  the  wedding  was  fooii  cele¬ 
brated. 

On  the  very  day  of  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Catherine  Hays  had 
the  fortune  to  meet  with  fome  of  her  former  acquaintance, 
who  had  lately  dropped  her  at  Omberfly,  and  were  now  quar* 
tered  at  Worcefter. 

I  hefe  fellows  underftanding  fhe  was  that  day  married,  and 
where  the  nuptials  were  to  be  folernnized,  confulted  among 
themfelves  how  to  make  a  penny  of  the  bridegroom,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  deferring  the  execution  of  their  intentions  till  the 
evening,  juft  as  Mr.  Hays  was  got  into  bed  to  his  new7  bride, 
they  came  to  the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  forcibly  entered  the 
room,  and  digged  the  bridegroom  away,  pretending  to  im- 
prefs  him  for  her  majefty’s  fervice. 

This  affair  broke  the  meafures  Mr.  Hays  had  concerted 
with  his  bride,  to  keep  their  wedding  a  fecret ;  for  finding  no 
redemption  from  their  hands  without  the  expence  of  a  larger 
fum  of  money  than  he  was  m after  of,  he  was  neceffitated  to 
let  his  father  know  of  his  misfortune. 


The 
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The  old  gentleman  hearing  of  his  fon’s  adventures,  as  well 
of  his  marriage,  as  his  being  prelTed  at  the  fame  time,  his  re* 
fentment  for  the  one  did  not  extinguifh  his  paternal  affection 
for  him,  but  that  he  refolved  to  deliver  him  from  his  troubles, 
and  accordingly  taking  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood 
along  with  him,  he  went  to  Worcefter. 

On  their  arrival  there,  they  found  Mr.  John  Hays  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  who  infilled  upon  detaining  him 
for  her  maje  fly’s  fervice;  but  his  father,  and  the  gentleman 
he  brought  with  him,  by  his  authority,  foon  made  them  fen- 
fible  of  their  error,  and  inftead  of  making  a  benefit  of  him, 
as  they  propofed,  they  were  glad  to  difcharge  him,  which 
they  did  immediately. 

Mr.  Hays  having  a&ed  thus  far  in  favour  of  his  fon,  then 
exp  re  fled  his  refentment  for  his  having  married  without  his 
confent,  but  it  being  too  late  to  prevent  it,  there  was  no 
other  remedy  but  to  bear  it  with  patience. 

For  fome  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Hays  and  his  bride  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood,  he  following  his  bufmefs  as  a  carpenter, 
and  his  father  and  mother  grew  more  reconciled  to  him. 

But  Mrs.  Flays,  who  approved  rather  of  a  travelling  than 
a  fettled  life,  perfiiaded  her  hufband  to  enter  himfelf  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  a  company  of  foldiers,  who  weYe  then  at  Worcester; 
which  he  at  length  complied  with,  and  went  abroad  with 
them,  where  he  continued  for  fome  time. 

Mr.  John  Hays  being  in  garrifon  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
Mrs.  Hays  went  over  to  him,  and  continued  with  him  for 
feme  time,  till  Hays,  tired  with  fo  idle  a  life,  folicited  his 
father  to  procure  his  difcharge,  which  at  length,  after 
much  trouble,  and  an  expence  of  fixty  pounds,  was  accom- 

The  young  couple  now  returned  into  WYrcefferfhire, 
where  his  father  put  him  into  an  eflate  of  ten  pounds  per 
annum,  hoping  that,  with  the  benefit  of  his  trade,  would  en¬ 
able  them  to  live  in  credit,  and  alter  his  daughter-in-law’s  in¬ 
clinations  for  roving  ;  for  he  was  fenfible  that  his  Ton’s  ramble 
had  been  occafioned  by  the  per fu aliens  of  his  wife. 

Young  Flays  now  reprefenting  to  his  father  that  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  and  his  wife  to  live  on  that  eflate  only,  per- 
fuaded  the  old  man  to  let  him  have  another,  a  leafehold  of 
fixteen  pounds  per  annum  ;  on  which  he  lived  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  leafe,  and  the  old  man  paid  the  rent. 

The  characters  of  John  Hays  and  his  wife  were  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  :  he  was  a  fober,  honeff,  peaceable  man,  and  a  good 
hufband  \  and  the  only  things  objected  to  him  are,  that  he 
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was  rather  too  parfimonious  in  his  difpofition,  and  too  indul¬ 
gent  to  his  wife,  who  repaid  his  kindnefs  with  opprobrious 
language,  and  fometimes  with  ill  uftge* 

As  to  his  wife,  fne  was  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  a  very 
turbulent,  vexatious  woman,  always  fetting  people  together 
by  the  ears,  and  never  free  from  quarrels  and  controverfies  in 
the  neighbourhood,  giving  ill  advice,  and  fomenting  difputes, 
to  the  difturbance  of  all  her  friends  and  acquaintance. 

This  unhappinefs  in  her  temper  induced  Mr.  John  Hays’s 
relations  to  perfuade  him  to  fettle  in  feme  remote  place, 
at  a  diftance  from,  and  unknown  to  her,  for  fome  time,  to 
fee  if  that  would  have  any  effeift  upon  her  turbulent  difpofition  ; 
but  Mr.  Hays  could  not  approve  of  that  advice,  nor  content 
to  a  reparation. 

In  this  manner  they  lived  for  the  fpace  of  about  fix  years, 
until  the  leafe  of  the  laft  mentioned  farm  expired,  about 
Which  time  Mrs.  Hays  perfuaded  her  hufband  to  leave  the 
country  and  come  up  ro  London,  which  about  twelve  months 
afterwards,  through  her  perfuafions,  he  did,  in  the  year 

I7I9- 

Lfpon  their  arrival  in  town  they  took  a  houfe,  part  of 
which  they  let  out  in  lodgings,  and  fold  La-coal,  chandlery- 
ware,  &c.  whereby  they  lived  in  a  creditable  manner  ;  and 
though  Mr.  Hays  was  of  a  very  indulgent  temper,  yet  {he 
was  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  frequently  jarring,  and  a  change  of 
climate  had  not  made  any  alteration  in  her  temper  :  (lie  con¬ 
tinued  her  fame  pafficnate  difpofition,  and  had  frequently 
bickerings  and  difputes  with  her  neighbours,  as  well  in  town 
as  in  the  country. 

In  this  bufinefs  they  picked  up  money,  and  Mr.  Hays  re¬ 
ceived  the  yearly  rent  of  the  fir  It  mentioned  eftate,  though 
he  lived  in  town  ,  and  by  lending  out  money  in  final!  fums 
amongft  his  country  people  and  acquaintance,  improved  his 
circumftances  confiderably. 

She  would  frequently,  in  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Hays  to  his 
friends  and  acquaintance,  give  him  the  beft  of  characters, 
and  commend  him  for  an  indulgent  hufband  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  to  fome  of  her  particular  cronies  who  knew  not  Mr. 
Hays’s  temper,  file  would  exclaim  a  gain  ft  him,  and  told  one 
of  them,  particularly,  above  a  year  before  the  murder  was 
committed,  <fi  that  it  was  no  more  fm  to  kill  him,  meaning 
her  hufband,  than  to  kill  a  mad-dog  ;  and  that  fome  time  or 
other  (lie  might  give  him  a  polt.” 

After  this  they  removed  into  Tottenham-Court-road,  where 
they  carried  on  bufinefs  for  about  two  years,  and  then  re- 
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moved  into  Tyburn  Road,  a  few  doors  from  the  houfe 
where  the  murder  was  committed. 

They  lived  in  this  place  about  a  vear,  during  which  Mr. 
Hays  pradfifed  the  lending  money  on  pledges,  and  fometimes 
worked  at  his  profeflion,  till  he  was  thought  to  have  accumu¬ 
lated  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 

They  now  removed  a  little  lower  in  the  fame  road,  and 
took  lodgings  up  two  pair  of  flairs,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Wbinyard,  where  the  horrid  murder  was  afterwards  perpe¬ 
trated. 

At  the  laft  mentioned  place,  Thomas  Billings,  who  was  a 
taylor  by  trade,  and  worked  in  and  about  Monmouth-ftreet, 
being  Mrs.  Hays’s  countryman,  came  to  fee  them,  and  they 
invited  him  to  lodge  with  them,  which  he  agreed  to  do. 

On  Hays’s  going  out  of  town  for  fome  days,  feveral  of 
his  wife’s  acquaintance  took  the  opportunity  of  his  abfcnce  to 
come  and  fee  her,  and  continued  there  revelling  till  jufl  before 
his  expedled  return. 

When  Hays  came  to  town,  being  informed  of  what  had 
palled,  he  remonftrated  with  his  wife  on  the  liberties  fhe  had 
given  herfelf :  how  far  her  anfwer  might  provoke  his  refent- 
ment  we  cannot  determine,  but  a  quarrel  enfued,  and  a  blow 
or  two  palled  between  them  :  this  was  about  fix  weeks  before 
the  commiflion  of  the  murder. 

Whether  this  quarrel  might  augment  Mrs.  Hays’s  incli¬ 
nation  to  get  rid  of  her  hufband,  or  whether  fhe  had  before 
abfolutely  refolved  on  it,  we  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  however 
it  is  certain  that  fhe  foon  after  propofed  to  Billings  to  join  with 
her  in  murdering  her  hufband,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
him  thereto  by  all  the  arguments  fhe  poflibly  could  j  fhe 
urged,  that  file  daily  received  abufes  and  injuries  from  him, 
that  lie  was  a  perfon  of  a  debauched  converfation,  and  atheifli- 
cal  principles ;  and  66  that  it  was  no  more  fin  to  murder  him 
than  it  was  to  kill  a  dog,  a  cat,  or  any  brute  beaft.” 

Whilft  thefe  propofals  were  on  foot,  Thomas  Wood,  a 
countryman,  a  neighbour’s  foil,,  and  a  former  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Hays  and  his  wife,  coming  to  town,  was  obliged  to  for- 
fake  his  lodgings  for  fear  of  being  prefled,  and  not  knowing 
how  to  fecure  himfelf,  went  to  fee  Mr.  Hays,  who  enter¬ 
tained  him  very  civilly,  and  he  acquainted  him  with  the 
fears  he  lay  under  of  being  prefled,  and  carried  away  to  fea 
on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  his  being  deftitute  of  any 
bufmefs  or  employment. 

Mr.  Hays  kindly  invited  him  to  accept  of  fuch  conve- 
niency  as  their  lodgings  would  afford,  and  promifed  to  ufe 

1  his 
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his  endeavours  to  procure  him  bufinefs  amongft  his  friends  and 
acquaintance. 

W ood  thereupon  accepted  of  the  offer,  and  came  and 
lodged  with  Hillings  at  Mr.  Hays's.  He  had  not  been  there 
above  three  or  four  days  before  Mrs.  Hays,  ingratiating  herfelf 
with  him,  communicated  the  defign  (he  had  formed  of  murder¬ 
ing  her  hufband. 

Wood  darted  at  fuch  a  proportion,  and  urged  the  finfulnefs 
thereof,  as  well  as  the  ungeneroufnefs  of  fuch  an  action,  if 
he  (hould  be  any  ways  indrumental  in  (hortening  the  life  of 
Mr.  Hays,  whom  he  efteemed  as  his  friend,  his  neighbour, 
and  particular  acquaintance. 

Whereupon  Mrs.  Hays  replied,  <c  It  would  be  no  crime  to 
remove  fuch  an  atheidical  perfon  as  he  was,  for  that  he  was 
void  of  any  religion  or  goodnefs,  that  he  was  a  murderer, 
and  had  killed  a  man  in  the  country,  and  dedroyed  two  of 
her  children,  of  which  (he  had  had  twelve,  one  of  which  was 
buried  under  a  pear-tree,  and  another  under  an  apple-tree  in 
the  country .” 

By  thefe  dories,  thuugh  totally  void  of  foundation,  (he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fpirit  up  Wood  to  a  compliance  with  her  wicked 
intentions  ;  and  added  farther,  that  (he  (hould  then  be  midrefs 
of  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  which  he  (hould  be  mader 
of,  if  he  would  affid  in  the  commiflion  of  this  fa<d  ;  that  (lie 
and  Billings  had  confulted  on  the  matter,  and  only  wanted  a 
third  perfon  to  join  in  it. 

W ood  going  out  of  town  two  or  three  days  after  this,  re¬ 
turned  again  on  the  drd  of  March,  when  he  found  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hays  and  Billings  in  company,  and  being  converfing 
merrily  together,  Mr.  Hays  faid  that  himfelf  and  another 
perfon  had  drank  to  the  amount  of  a  guinea  in  wine  without 
being  fuddled  $  upon  which  Billings  offered  to  fetch  fix  bottles 
of  mountain,  on  condition  that  if  Hays  drank  it  ail  without 
being  intoxicated,  then  Billings  (hould  pay  for  it,  but  if  it 
fhould  happen  otherwife  the  expence  (hould  be  Hays's. 

This  propofal  being  agreed  to,  Mrs.  Hays,  Billings,  and 
Wood  went  all  together  to  the  Braund’s-Head  in  New-Bond- 
flreet,  to  fetch  the  wine  j  as  they  were  going  along,  Mrs. 
Hays  reminded  them  of  the  propofal  (lie  had  before  made  of 
murdering  her  hufband,  urging  that  there  could  not  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  opportunity  than  when  he  was  intoxicated. 

Wood  objected  to  this,  and  faid  it  would  be  the  mod  bar¬ 
barous  and  inhuman  thing  imaginable  to  murder  an  innocent 
perfon,  not  only  in  cool  blood,  but  when  they  had  dehgnedly 
intoxicated  him. 

3  E  * 
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In  anfwer  to  this,  Catherine  repeated  the  arguments  Hie 
had  before  ufed  to  Billings  and  himfelf,  to  prepare  them 
for  the  wicked  deed  ;  and  Billings  joining  in  her  per- 
fuafiops,  Wood  was  at  length  fo  influenced,  that  with  fome 
little  relu^ance,  he  feemed  veiling  to  comply  with  their  re- 


queft 


When  they  came  to  the  tavern,  they  called  for  half  a  pint 
of  mountain  for  a  talle,  which  being  brought,  they  agreed 
with  the  vintner  for  feven  {hillings  per  gallon,  and  ordered  a 
gallon  and  a  half  of  it  to  be  carried  to  their  lodgings,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  for  which  Mrs.  Hays  paid  half  a 


guinea. 


As  fpoq  as  they  came  home  they  fat  down  to  drinking,  or 
rather  to  fee  Mr.  Hays  drink,  under  pretence  of  the  wager 
betwixt  Billings  and  him,  Who  was  to  drink  all  the  wine, 
whin? "they  three  had. feveral  pots  of  beer,  &c. 

Having  encouraged  Nlr.  Hays  in  drinking  the  wine,  and  he 
growing  very  merry  therewith,  he  fung.and  danced  about  the 
room  ;  but  his  wife  fearing  the  quantity  he  had  drank  would 
riot  havq  the  wifhed  for  y  fleet  upon  him,  fhe  lent  aw.ay  for 
another  bottle,  of  which  he  drank  alfo,  which  effectually  an¬ 
swered  their  expectations,,  and  Mr.  Hays  Became  thereby  in¬ 
toxicated  and  deprived  of  his  underiranding. 

Fie,  however,  made  fmjf  to  get  into  the  other  room,  and 
throwing  himfelf  acrofs  the  bed  fell  afieep  ;  upon  which  Mrs. 
Hays  reminded  them  of  the  affair  in  hand,  and  told  them 
that  was  the  moft  proper  juncture  to  finifh  the  bufmefs. 

Hereupon  Billings  went  into  the  other  room,  where  Mr. 
Hays  lay  fieeping,  and  going  to  the  bed-fide  with  a  coal- 
hatchet  in  his  hand,  flruck  Mr.  Hays  on  the  back  of  the  head, 
whereby  he  broke  his  fkull  the  violence  of  the  .blow,  and 
the  agony  of  the  pain,  occafioned  Mr.  Hays  to  Lamp  upon 
the  ground  five  or  fix  times  with  his  feet,  which  hung  over 
|he  bed-fide  ;  whereupon  1  homas  Wood  came  into  the  room, 
and  fitruck  him  twice  more  on  the  tide  or  the  head  with  the 
fame  jnffrument,  though  the  firffc  blow  had  done  his  bufmefs 
effecl'ually. 

Upon  the  nolle  Mr.  Hays  made  with  his  feet,  as  above- 
mentioned,  Mrs.  Spri Agate,  who  lodged  up  in  the  garret,  over 
Mr.  Hays’s  room,  came  down  to  enquire  the  occahon  thereof, 
fomplarnifig  the  diflurbance  was  fo  great  that  they,  meaning 
herfelg  her  hufpand,  and  a  child  they  had,  could  not  deep  for 
It.  To  which  Mrs.  Kays  anfwered,  they  had  fome  company 
there*,  who  having  been  drinking,  were  grown  merry,  but  as 

they 
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they  would  be  going  immediately,  defired  her  not  to  be  un- 
eafy. 

This  Satisfied  Mrs.  Springate  for  the  prefent,  and  fhe  re¬ 
turned  back,  and  went  to  bed  again,  not  expelling  to  hear 
any  thing  farther. 

When  the  murderers  perceived  that  Hays  was  quite  dead, 
they  debated  on  what  manner  they  fhould  difpofe  of  the  body; 
and  feveral  expedients  were  propofed  to  remove  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  difcovery  ;  but  that  which  appeared  mofl  feafible 
was  of  Catherine’s  own  contrivance. 

She  faid  that  if  the  body  was  carried  away  whole,  it  might 
be  known,  and  a  difcovery  would  be  thereby  made ;  and 
therefore  propofed  that  the  head  fhould  be  cut  off,  and  then 
the  body  being  removed,  could  not  be  known. 

This  being  refolved  on,  they  got  a  pail,  and  the  murderefs 
carrying  a  candle,  they  all  three  went  into  the  room  where 
the  deceafed  lay,  when  Catherine  held  the  pail,  Billings  fup- 
ported  the  head,  and  Wood  cut  it  off  with  his  pocket- 
knife,  having  firfl  dragged  the  body  over  the  fide  of  the  bed, 
that  the  blood  might  run  into  the  pail  without  ftaining  the 
bed-cloaths,  &c. 

The  head  being  thus  cut  off,  and  the  body  having  done 
bleeding,  they  poured  the  blood  into  a  wooden  fink  out  at  the 
window,  and  threw  feveral  pails  of  water  after  it,  to  wafh  it 
away ;  notwithstanding  which  precaution,  feveral  lumps  of 
congealed  blood  were  found  in  the  morning  by  Springate 
the  lodger,  who  fufpe&ing  nothing  of  the  truth,  threw  them 
away. 

Notwithstanding  the  precaution  of  catching  the  blood 
in  the  pail  as  abovementioned,  there  was  fame  fpilled  up¬ 
on  the  ground,  and  fprinkied  about  the  room  in  feveral 
places  :  what  was  moft  vifible  they  endeavoured  to  get  out 
by  wafhing,  &c.  Mrs.  Hays  herfelf  drying  up  the  blood 
which  fell  on  the  floor  with  cloths,  to  conceal  the  fame,  and 
fome  they  feraped  off  with  knives. 

However  divers  fprinklings  of  it  remained  on  the  floor, 
and  about  the  walls,  fome  of  it  even  fpun  up  to  the  very  ceil¬ 
ing,  and  the  fprinklings  remained  vifible  long  after  the  dif¬ 
covery  of  the  murder. 

Mrs.  Hays  propofed,  in  order  to  prevent  a  difcovery,  that 
fhe  would  take  the  head  and  "boil  it  in  a  pot  till  only  the  fkull 
remained,  whereby  it  would  be  altogether  impolnbie  t or  any 
body  to  diftinguifh  to  whom  it  belonged. 

This  propofai  might  have  been  approved  of,  only  it  was  not 
altogether  fo  expeditious  :  it  was  therefore  propofed,  that  Bil¬ 
lings 
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lings  and  Wood  fhould  take  the  fame  in  the  pail,  and  carry  it 
down  to  the  Thames,  and  throw  it  in  there.  This  was  ap¬ 
proved  of,  and  Billings  taking  the  head  in  the  pail  under  his 
great  coat,  went  down  flairs  with  Wood  to  difpofe  thereof,  as 
had  been  before  agreed  upon. 

Springate  hearing  a  buftling  in  Mr.  Hays's  room  for  fome 
time,  and  then  fomebody  going  down  ftairs,  called  again  to 
know  who  it  was,  and  what  was  theoccafion  of  it,  it  being  then 
about  eleven  o’clock,  to  which  Mrs.  Hays  anfwered,  it  was 
her  hufband  who  was  going  a  journey  into  the  country,  and 
pretended  to  take  a  formal  leave  of  him,  exprefling  her  for- 
row  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  out  of  town  at  that  time  of  the 
night,  and  her  fear  left  any  accident  fhouid  attend  him  in  his 
Journey. 

Billings  and  Wood  being  thus  gone  to  difpofe  of  the  head, 
went  towards  Whitehall,  intending  to  have  thrown  the  fame 
into  the  river  there  ;  but  the  gates  being  {hut,  they  were 
obliged  to  go  onwards  as  far  as  Mr.  Macreth’s  wharf,  near 
the  Horfe  Ferry,  at  Weftminfter ;  where  Billings  fetting  down 
the  pail  from  under  his  great  coat,  Wood  took  up  the  fame 
with  the  head  therein,  and  threw  it  into  the  dock  before  the 
wharf.  It  was  expedled  the  fame  would  have  been  carried 
away  with  the  tide,  but  the  water  being  then  ebbing,  ir  was 
left  behind. 

There  were  fome  lighters  lying  over  agalnft  the  dock,  and 
one  of  the  lighter-men  being  then  walking  on  board,  faw 
them  throw  the  pail  into  the  dock  ;  but  it  being  too  dark  to 
difcern  them  clearly,  and  having  no  fufpicion,  he  then  thought 
no  more  of  the  affair. 

They  now  returned  back,  and  arriving  about  twelve 
o’clock,  Mrs.  Hays  let  them  in,  and  they  found  fhe  had  been 
bufily  employed  in  wafhing  the  floor,  and  fcraping  the  blood 
off  the  walls,  &c.  They  now  all  went  into  the  fore-room, 
where  Wood  and  Billings  went  to  bed,  and  Mrs.  Hays  fat  by 
them  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2 a  of  March,  foon  after  break  of 
day,  one  Robinfon,  a  watchman,  faw  a  man’s  head  lying 
in  the  dock,  and  the  pail  near  it  :  he  called  fome  perfons  to 
a iii ft  in  taking  up  the  head,  and  finding  the  pail  bloody,  they 
conjectured  that  the  head  had  been  brought  thither  in  it. 
Their  fufpicions’ were  fully  confirmed  by  the  lighter- man,  who 
faw  the  head  thrown  in  as  above-mentioned. 

It  was  now  time  for  the  murderers  to  confider  how  they 
fhould  difpofe  of  the  body,  which  Mrs,  Hays  and  Wood 

propofed 
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propofed  to  put  into  a  box,  where  it  might  remain  concealed 
till  they  had  a  convenient  opportunity  to  remove  it. 

This  being  determined  on,  fhe  brought  a  box  ;  but  on  en¬ 
deavouring  to  put  it  in,  they  found  the  box  was  not  big 
enough  to  hold  it.  They  had  before  wrapped  it  in  a  blanket, 
out  of  which  they  now  took  it,  and  Mrs.  Hays  propofed  to 
cut  off  the  arms  and  legs ;  and  this  being  done,  they  again 
attempted  to  put  it  in,  but  flill  the  box  would  not  hold  it; 
they  then  cut  off  the  thighs,  and  laying  the  limbs  in  the  box, 
concealed  the  fame  till  night. 

The  finding  of  Hays’s  head  had  in  the  mean  time  alarmed 
the  town,  and  information  was  given  to  the  neighbouring 
juftices  of  the  peace.  The  pariili  officers  did  all  that  w7as  pof- 
fible  towards  the  difeovery  of  the  perfons  guilty  of  perpetrat¬ 
ing  fo  horrid  a  murder :  they  caufed  the  head  to  be  cleaned, 
the  face  to  be  wafhed  from  the  dirt  and  blood,  and  tfie  hair  to 
be  combed,  and  then  the  head  to  be  fet  upon  a  pofl  in  public 
vievv,  in  St.  Margaret’s  church-yard,  Weftminfter,  that  every 
body  might  have  free  accefs  to  fee  the  fame,  with  fome  of  the 
parifh  officers  to  attend,  hoping  by  that  means  a  difeovery 
might  be  made. 

The  high  conftable  of  Weftminfter  liberty,  alfo  iflued  pri¬ 
vate  orders  to  all  the  petty  conftables,  watchmen,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers  of  that  diftri£t,  to  keep  a  ftridt  eye  on  all  coaches,  carts, 
&c.  paffing  in  the  night  through  their  liberty,  imagining  that 
the  perpetrators  of  fuch  a  horrid  fa£t,  would  endeavour  to  free 
themfelves  of  the  body  in  the  fame  manner  they  had  done  of 
the  head. 

Thefe  orders  were  executed  for  fome  time  with  all  the  fe- 
crecy  imaginable,  under  various  pretences,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  The  head  alfo  continued  to  be  expofed  for  fome  days  in 
the  manner  before  deferibed,  which  drew  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  people  to  fee  the  fame,  but  without  any  difeovery  of  the 
murderers. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  in  the  evening,  Catherine  Hays, 
Thomas  Wood,  and  Thomas  Billings,  took  the  body  and 
disjointed  members  out  of  the  box,  and  wrapped  them  up  in 
two  blankets,  viz.  the  body  in  one,  and  the  limbs  in  the 
other :  Billings  and  Wood  firft  took  up  the  body,  and  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  carried  it  by  turns  into  Mary- 
bone-Fields,  and  threw  the  fame  into  a  pond,  which  Wood 
in  the  day-time  had  been  hunting  for,  and  returning  back 
again  about  eleven  the  fame  night,  took  up  the  limbs  in  the 
other  old  blanket,  and  carried  them  by  turns  to  the  fame  place, 
throwing  them  in  there  alfo. 


About 
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About  twelve  o’clock  the  fame  night  they  returned  back 
again,  and  knocking  at  the, door,  were  let  in  by  Mary  Spriiw 
gate  ;  they  went  up  to  bed  in  Mrs.  Hays’s  fore-room,  and 
(he  Paid  with  them  all  night,  fometimes  fitting  up,  and  fome* 
times  lying  down  upon  the  bed  by  them. 

On  this  fame  fecond  of  March,  one  Bennet,  an  appren¬ 
tice  to  the  king’s  orgaimmaker,  going  to  Weftminfler  to  fee 
the  head,  believed  it  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Hays,  with  whom  he 
had  been  intimately  acquainted  ;  whereupon  he  went  and  in¬ 
formed  Mrs.  Hays  that  the  head  expofed  to  view  in  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  church-yard,  was  fo  very  like  her  hufband’s,  that  he 
believed  it  to  be  his ;  upon  which  file  allured  him  that  Mr. 
Hays  was  very  well,  and  reproved  him  for  forming  fuch  an 
opinion,  telling  him  he  muft  be  very  cautious  how  he  raifed 
any  fuch  falfe  and  fcandalous  reports,  which  might  bring  him 
into  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  young  fellow  was  filenced 
by  this  reprimand,  and  faid  no  more  about  it. 

The  fame  day  alfo  one  Mr.  Patrick  having  been  to  fee  the 
head,  went  afterwards  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Grainger  at  the 
Dog  and  Dial  in  Monmouth-flreet,  with  whom  Hays  and  his 
wife  had  been  intimately  acquainted  ;  Grainger’s  journeys 
men  and  other  fervants  being  Worcefferfhire  people.  Pa¬ 
trick  told  them  he  had  been  to  fee  the  head,  and  that  he 
thought  it  the  molt  like  their  countryman  Hays  of  any  face 
he  had  ever  feen. 

Billings  being  then  at  work,  fome  of  the  fervants  replied, 
that  it  could  not  be  his,  becaufe  he  being  one  of  Mr.  Hays’s 
lodgers,  they  fhould  have  heard  of  it  by  him  if  Hays  had 
been  miffing,  or  any  accident  had  happened  to  him  ;  to  which 
Billings  anfwered,  that  he  was  then  alive  and  well,  and 
that  he  left  him  in  bed  when  he  came  to  work  in  the  morn¬ 
ing' 

On  the  next  day,  March  3,  Mrs.  Hays  gaveWood  a  white 
coat,  and  a  pair  of  leather  breeches  of  her  hufband’s,  which 
he  carried  to  Greenford,  near  Harrow  on  the  Hill.  Mrs. 
Springate  feeing  Wood  carry  away  thefe  things,  tied  up  in  a 
white  cloth,  told  Mrs.  Hays  that  Wood  was  gone  down  flairs 
with  a' bundle  ;  and  Hays  anfwered  that  it  Was  only  a  fuit  of 
clothes  Wood  had  borrowed  of  a  neighbour,  which  he  was 
going  to  carry  home  again. 

On  the  4th  day  of  March  Mrs.  Longmore  going  to  vififc 
Mrs.  Flays,  enquiring  after  her  hufband,  (he  told  her  he  was 
gone  out  to  take  a  walk,  and  afking  Mrs  Longmore  What  news, 
Ihe  told  her  all  the  talk  was  about  the  man’s  head  that  had 
been  found  at  Weftminfter  :  ihe  Teemed  to  wonder  very  much 
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at  the  wickednefs  of  the  age,  that  could  commit  fuch  barb  - 
rous  murders,  telling  ler  aifo,  that  there  was  a  report  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  woman  who  was  juft  found  in  the  fields, 
all  mangled  and  cut  to  pieces;  to  which  Mrs.  Longmore  an- 
fwered,  fhe  had  not  heard  any  thing  of  fuch  an  accident. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  T  homas  Wood  returned  to  town 
again  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  for  fome  linen,  at  which  time  fhe  gave 
him  a  pair  offfhoeS,  a  pair  of  floe  kings,  a  hat,  and  a  waift- 
coat,  which  heuknew  to  have  been  her  hufband’s,  and  5s.  in 
money,  and  told  him  fhe  would  fupply  him  with  money  when¬ 
ever  he  wanted.  She  then  told  him  her  huiband’s  head  had 
been  found,  and  how  it  continued  to  be  expofed  to  view  at 
Weftminfter,  but  that  no  perfon  had  owned  it. 

’Till  the  6th  of  March  the  head  continued  'to  be  expofed 
daily,  but  no  difeovery  of  the  murder  being  made,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  parifh  confulted  with  Mr.  Weftbrook,  a  furgeon, 
to  have  the  fame  preferved  in  fpirits,  whereby  it  might  be 
kept  more  intire,  and  the  features  much  better  preferved. than 
otherwife,  till  a  difeovery  could  be  made  of  the  murderers. 

This  being  refolved  upon,  Mr.  Weftbrook  took  charge  of 
the  fame,  and  having  provided  a  proper  glafs  and  fpirits  to 
contain  it,  the  fame  was  put  therein,  and  expofed  to  the  view 
of  fuch  perfons  as  were  defirous  of  feeing  it.  Notwithftanding 
all  their  endeavours  to  detedf  the  authors  of  fuch  a  piece  of 
barbarity,  no  difeovery  could  be  made,  or  any  light  obtained 
whereby  the  murderers  could  be  detedfed. 

In  the  mean  time,.  Mrs-  Hays  quitted  the  houfe  where 
the  murder  was  committed,  and  removed  to  Mr.  Jones’s,  a 
diftiller  in  the  neighbourhood,  taking  with  her  Wood,  Bil¬ 
lings,  and  Mrs,  Springate,  for  whom  fhe  paid  three  months 
rent  at  her  old  lodging. 

She  now  employed  herfelf  in  collecting  as  much  of  her 
huiband’s  property  as  fhe  poftibly  could  ;  and  finding  among 
other  papers,  a  bond  due  to  Mr.  Hays  from  one  John  Davis, 
who  had  married  his  lifter,  Ihe  prevailed  on  a  perfon  to  writs 
a  letter  in  her  hufband’s  name,  which  Hie  fent  to  his  mother 
on  the  14th  of  March,  to  demand  iol.  of  the  above-menti¬ 
oned  Davis,  and  threatening  to  fue  him  in  cafe  of  non-pay¬ 
ment. 

Old  Mrs.  Hays  received  the  letter,  and  acquainted  her 
fon-in-law  Davis  with  the  contents  of  it ;  he  offered  to  pay 
the  money  on  the  bond  being  fent  into  the  country  ;  of  which 
the  old  gentlewoman  acquainted  Mrs.  Hays  by  a  letter  on 
the  2 2d  of  the  fame  month. 

11  3  F  During 
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During  thefe  tranfa£tions,  numbers  of  people  went  to  fee 
the  head  of  the  murdered  perfon,  and  among  others  a  poor 
woman  from  Kingfland,  whole  hufband  had  been  abfent  from 
the  day  before  the  head  was  found  :  (he  fancied  it  bore  a  re- 
fembance  to  that  of  her  hufband,  but  was  not  fo  pofitive  as  to 
fwear  to  it;  her  belief  however  occafioned  a  report  that  it 
was  fo,  and  fearch  was  daily  made  after  the  body,  but  to  no 
purpofe. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Hays  gave  it  out  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  that  her  hufband  had  abfconded  upon  account  of  an 
unfortunate  rencounter  he  had  with  another  perfob,  wherein 
he  had  given  his  antagonift  an  unlucky  blow  which  had  occa¬ 
fioned  his  death  ;  that  they  had  hufhed  up  the  matter  for 
fome  time,  by  promife  of  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  he  was 
to  pay  the  widow  annually  ;  but  not  being  able  to  comply 
with  the  fame,  he  was  forced  to  withdraw.  This  ftory  file 
endeavoured  to  propagate  with  all  the  induffry  file  poflibly 
could,  though,  as  file  pretended,  under  the  greatefl  fecrefy. 

Some  few  days  before  the  difcovery  of  this  piece  of  barba¬ 
rity,  Mr.  Jofeph  Afhby,  who  was  an  intimate  acquaintance 
of  the  deceafed.  calling  to  fee  him,  fhe  informed  him  with 
a  pretended  fecrefy,  of  the  fictitious  ftory  above-mentioned. 
Fie  afked  if  the  perfon  her  hufband  had  murdered  was  the 
fame  to  whom  the  head  belonged ;  file  faid,  no,  that  he  was 
buried  entire,  and  that  her  hufband  had  given  a  note  or  bond, 
to  pay  her  15!.  per.  annum,  in  order  to  compromife  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  avoid  a  profecution  :  he  then  afked  her  where  her 
hufband  was  gone  ;  file  replied,  he  was  gone  over  to  Portugal 
with  two  or  three  foreign  gentlemen.  Not  being  very  well 
fatisfied  with  this  fiorv,  he  went  from  thence  to  one  Henrv 
Longmore’s,  (who  was  coufin  to  the  deceafed)  and  told  him 
the  misfortune  fhe  had  related  to  him,  adding,  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  account  he  had  received  from  her,  and  defired 
Mr.  Lbngmore  to  go  to  her,  without  taking  any  notice  of  his 
having  feen  him  ;  and  then,  by  comparing  the  account  file 
had  related  to  him,  with  that  which  (he  fhould  give  to  Mr. 
Longmore,  they  might  be  able  to  make  fome  probable  con¬ 
jecture  of  the  truth  of  the  cafe. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Longmore  went  to  her,  and  enquiring 
for  her  hufband,  fhe  replied,  fhe  fuppofed  he  had  heard  of  his 
misfortune  from  Mr.  Afhby;  he  anfwered,  he  had  not  feen 
him  for  fome  confiderable  time  pall,  and  was  a  ftranger  to 
his  coufin’s  misfortunes,  not  knowing  or  believing  that  he 
was  indebted  tc  any  perfon,  1 
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Mr.  Longmore  afked  if  Mr.  Hays  was  in  prifon  for  debt ; 
fhe  replied,  no,  worfe  than  that  ;  and  Mr.  Longmore  afking 
what  could  occafion  his  abfconding,  and  faying,  cc  I  fuppofe 
he  has  not  murdered  any  body,”  file  anfwered  that  he  had, 
and  calling  him  afide,  related  the  dory  .above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Longmore  enquired  which  way  Mr.  Hays  was  gone  ; 
fhe  faid  into  Hertfordfliire,  and  that  he  had  taken  four  pidols 
with  him  for  his  defence,  viz.  one  under  each  arm,  and  two 
in  his  pockets.  Longmore  faid  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
him  to  travel  in  that  manner,  for  he  was  liable  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  on  fufpicion  of  being  a  highwayman  ;  to  which  fhe 
anfwered,  that  it  was  his  ufual  way  of  travelling,  and  the  rea- 
fon  of  it  was  becaufe  he  was  once  attacked,  and  had  like  to 
have  been  robbed  on  the  highway,  and  that  he  had  once  been 
apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  being  a  highwayman,  but  that  a 
gentleman  who  knew  him,  coming  in  accidentally,  palled 
his  word  for  his  appearance,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was 
di  (charged. 

Mr.  Longmore  told  her,  that  it  was  very  improbable  that 
he  fhould  ever  have  been  flopped  upon  fufpicion  of  being  a 
highwayman,  and  difcharged  only  on  a  perfon’s  pafling  his 
word  for  his  appearance ;  and  afked  her  how  he  was  fupplied 
with  money  for  his  journey;  to  which  fhe  anfwered,  that  he 
had  fewed  twenty-fix  guineas  into  his  cloaths,  and  had  about 
feventeen  fhillings  in  filver  in  his  pockets ;  and  told  him  that 
Mrs.  Springate  who  lodged  in  the  houfe  was  privy  to  the  whole 
tran Cation,  for  which  reafon  fhe  had  paid  her  rent  at  her  old 
lodging,  the  better  to  engage  her  fecrely. 

She  now  called  Springate  to  teftify  the  truth  of  what  fhe 
had  faid  3  and  fee med  to  reflect  upon  her  hufband’s  unkind 
ufage  of  her,  which  furprized  Mr.  Longmore  more  than  all 
fhe  had  faid  to  him  before,  and  flrengthened  his  fufpicion,  be¬ 
caufe  fhe  had  always  before  given  him  the  befl  of  characlers, 
for  a  mod  indulgent  and  tender  hufband. 

He  then  took  his  leave  of  her,  and  returning  back  to  his 
friend  Afhby,  upon  their  comparing  their  feveral  accounts  to¬ 
gether,  there  appeared  very  great  reafon  to  judge  of  fome 
unfair  practices  towards  Mr.  Hays ;  they  therefore  refolved 
to  go  together  to  Mr.  Eaton,  a  life-guard  man,  who  was 
alfo  an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  accordingly  went  to  enquire 
for  him,  intending  he  fhould  have  gone  to  her  likewife,  to 
have  heard  what  account  fhe  would  give  him. 

They  went  to  feveral  places  to  fee  for  him,  but  milling  of 
him,  they  went  down  to  Wedminder  to  fee  the  head  at  Mr. 
W eflbrook’s  3  when  they  arrived  there,  he  informed  them 
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that  the  bead  had  been  owned  by  a  woman  from  Kingfland, 
who  believed  it  to  be  her  hufband’s,  but  was  not  positive 
enough  to  fwear  it,  though  thp  circumstances  were  flrong,  he 
having  been  milling  from  the  day  before  the  head  was  found  : 
but  they  defiring  to  fee  it,  Mr.  Afhby  went  up  flairs  firft  to 
look  upon  it,  and  coming  down  again,  informed  Mr.  Long- 
more  he  really  believed  it  to  be  Hays’s  head  ;  upon  which 
Mr.  Longmore  then  went  up  to  fee  the  fame,  and  examining 
it  more  exactly  than  Mr.  Afhby  had  done,  was  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion. 

They  then  went  back  to  fee  for  Mr.  Eaton,  and  meeting 
with  him  at  home,  told  him  their  fufpicion,  and  the  reafons 
thereof,  and  defired  him  to  go  along  with  them  to  make  far¬ 
ther  enquiry  into  the  affair.  Eaton,  invited  them  to  flay  to 
dinner  with  him,  which  at  fir  A  they  confented  to,  but  after¬ 
wards  changing  their  minds',  they  all  went  down  to  Long- 
rnore’s  houfe,  where  they  repeated  their  fufpicions,  not  only 
of  Mr.  Hays’s  having  been  murdered  (which  they  were  on 
fight  of  the  head  fully  fatisfied  of)  but  alfo  that  his  wife  was 
privy  to  the  fame;  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  fatisfadfory 
account,  they  were  confuking  that  Mr.  Eaton  fhould  in  a 
day  or  two  go  and  enquire  for  her,  without  taking  any  notice 
that  he  had  feed  Longmore  or  Afhby;  but  in  the  interim 
Longmore’s  brother  interpofed,  faying,  that  it  was  apparent 
their  coufm  had  been  murdered,  and  that 'there  was  great  rea- 
fo n  to  fufpecl  that  Mrs.  Hays,  together  with  Wood  and  Bil- 
li  'gs,  (who,  ike  had  (aid,  drank  with  him  the  night  before 
his  pretended  journey,)  were  either  principal  a&ors  in,  or  at 
leaft  privy  to  the  murder  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  his  opi¬ 
nion  that  no  delay  ought  to  be  admitted,  for  in  two  or  three 
days  they  might  be  gone  from  their  lodgings,  as  they  certainly 
would  if  they  entertained  any  fufpicion  of  a  difcovery  being 
made. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Longmore  and  the  others  went  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Juflice  Lambert,  acquainted  him  with  their  fiifpici- 
ohs,  and'  defired  his  warrant  to  apprehend  the  fuppofed  mur¬ 
derers. 

The  juftice  having  examined  the  parties,  concurred  with 
them  in  their  fufpicions,  and  iflued  out  a  warrant  for  appre¬ 
hending  Catherine  Hays,  Thomas  Wood,  Thomas  Billings, 
a  d  Mary  Springate,  and  likewife  fent  for  proper  officers  to 
execute  the  fame,  refolving  to  attend  them  to  fee  it  done. 

*  --About  nine  o’clock  at  night  the  parties  met,  together  with 
two  officers  of  the  guards,  whom  Eaton  had  in  the  mean  time 
acquainted  with  the  affair.  " 
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They  went  all  together  to  Hays’s  lodgings,  and,  Long- 
more  leading  the  company,  they  were  going  directly  up  ftairs, 
when  Mr.  {ones,  (the  mafter  of  the  houfe)  demanded  what 
they  wanted  :  they  foon  fatisfied  him  that  they  had  fufficient 
authority,  and  immediately  went  up  ftairs. 

When  they  came  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  door,  juftice  Lambert 
yapped  with  his  cane,  and  fhe  afking  who  was  there,  told  them 
{he  was  in  bed ;  but  being  bid  to  open  the  door,  or  they 
would  break  it  open,  fhe  defired  time  to  put  on  her  cldaths  : 
when  fhe  came  and  opened  the  door,  they  entered,  and  fei- 
zed  her,  and  feeing  Billings  fit  upon  her  bed-fide  without 
fhoes  and  ftcckings,  fhe  was  afked,  if  he  had  been  in  bed 
with  her  ?  fhe  replied,  no,  but  that  he  had  been  mending  his 
ftockings;  to  which  juftice  Lambert  replied,  “  He  had  good 
eyes  that  could  fee  to  mend  his  cloaths  in  the  dark,”  there  be¬ 
ing  neither  lire  nor  candle  burning  in  the  room  before  the 
door  was  opened. 

They  feized  Billings  and  her,  and  leaving  a  fufficient  guard 
to  attend  them  whilft  they  were  dreffing  themfelves,  Long- 
more,  juftice  Lambert,  and  feveral  others,  went  up  ftairs  to 
Springate,  where  they  feized  her  alfo,  and  brought  them 
away. 

Juftice  Lambert  examined  them  very  ftricSHy  with  refpeCl: 
to  the  murder,  but  they  would  not  acknowledge  any  thing  of 
it  :  whereupon  they  were  feverally  committed,  viz.  Billings 
to  Newr-Prifon,  Springate  to  the  Gate-Houfe,  and  Hays  to 
Tothill-Fields  Bridewell,  for  farther  examination.  She  deft- 
red  of  Mr.  Longmore  that  fhe  might  be  admitted  to  fee  the 
head,  of  which  requeft  he  acquainted  the  juftice,  who  di¬ 
rected  fhe  fhould  have  a  fight  of  it  as  fhe  came  from  Tothill- 
Fields  Bridewell,  to  her  farther  examination. 

Accordingly  Longmore  going  with  the  officers  the  next 
day  to  fetch  her  from  thence  to  juftice  Lambert’s,  the  coach 
flopped  at  Mr.  Weftbrook’s  door,  and  fhe  being  admitted 
into  the  houfe,  as  foon  as  fhe  entered  the  room,  threw  herfelf 
down  upon  her  knees,  crying  out,  tc  Oh  it  is  my  dear  huf- 
band’s  head  :  it  is  my  dear  hufband’s  head  !”  and  embracing 
the  glafs  in  her  arms,  killed  the  outftde  of  it  feveral  times  : 
in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Weftbrook  himfelf  came  in,  and  told 
her,  if  it  was  his  head  fhe  fhould  have  a  plainer  view  of  it, 
he  would  take  it  out  of  the  glafs  that  fhe  might  have  a  full 
fight  thereof ;  and  accordingly  taking  the  head  by  the  hair, 
lifted  it  out  of  the  glafs,  and  brought  it  to  her,  when  fhe 
Catched  hold  of  it  and  killed  it,  pretending;  to  be  in  a  very 
£reat  agony,  and  begged  to  have  a  lock  of  his  hair;  but  Mr. 

Weftbrook 


/ 


414  BILLINGS,  WOOD,  and  HAYS,  for  Murder. 

Weftbrook  told  her  he  feared  (lie  had  already  had  too  much  of 
fils  blood.  She  fainted  aw#y,  and  on  her  recovery,  was  car¬ 
ried  to  Mr.  Lamberts,  to  be  examined  by  him,  and  other 
3  offices  of  the  peace. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  one  Mr.  Huddle,  and  his  fer- 
vant,  being  walking  in  the  fields  near  Mary  bone,  faw  fome- 
thing  lying  in  a  ditch,  which,  on  examination,  they  found 
to  be  the  legs,  thighs,  and  arms  of  a  man  :  furprifed  at  this, 
they  the  next  morning  procured  affifiance,  and  drained  the 
pond,  when  they  pulled  out  the  body  of  a  man  wrapped  up  in 
a  blanket. 

One  Crofby,  a  conftable,  brought  the  ne\ys  of  thiscircum- 
flance,  at  the  very  time  that  the  juftices  were  examining  Ca¬ 
therine  Hays,  not  doubting  but  thefe  were  the  body  and 
limbs  of  her  deceafed  hufband » 

Notwiddtanding  this  additional  circumftance,  file  fieadily 
refufed  to  make  any  confeihon  j  but  the  juflices  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  commit  her  to  Newgate,  whither  fhe  was  carried  in  the 
afternoon,  the  mod  hollowing  and  fiiouting  all  the  way,  to 
exprefs  their  joy  at  her  being  apprehended. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  in  the  morning,  Thomas  Wood 
returned  to  town  from  Greenford,  not  having  heard  of  the 
apprehenfion  of  Hays*  Billings,  or  Springate  i  and  going  eto 
the  former  lodging*  to  eatfuire  for  Mrs.  Hays,  he  was  told  fhe 
was  removed  to  Mr. Joneses  the  diftiller  :  thither  he  went,  and 
enquiring  for  her  there,  was  known  to  be  the  other  perfon 
fufpedfed  of  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Hays  ; 
on  which  the  people  would  not  inform  him  that  file  and  the 
others  were  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  the  murder,  but  told 
him  (he  was  gone  down  to  the  Green-Dragon  in  King-ftreet, 
that  being  the  houfe  where  Mr.  Lo.ngmore  lived  ;  and  a  man 
who  was  prefent  told  him  he  was  going  to  her,  if  he  wanted 
to  fee  her,  he  would  fhew  him  the  way. 

Accordingly  Wood,  being  on  horfeback,  followed  the  per¬ 
fon,  who  led  him  diredfly  to  Longmore’s  houfe  :  at  which 
time  Longmore’s  brother  coming  to  the  door,  and  feeing 
Wood,  immediately  laid  hold  of  him,  and  unhorfing  him, 
dragged  him  into  the  houfe,  fent  for  the  officers,  and  charged 
them  with  him  on  fufpicion  of  the  murder,  from  whence  he 
was  carried  before  Juftice  Lambert,  who  aiked  him  divers 
quefidons  in  relation  to  the  murder,  but  he  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  nothing,  whereupon  he  was  committed  to  Tothill-Fields- 
Bridewell. 

Being  there,  he  heard  the  various  reports  of  perfons  con¬ 
cerning  the  murder,  and  judging  from  thofe  that  it  was  im- 
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poffible  to  prevent  a  full  difcovery,  or  evade  the  proofs  that 
were  againft  him,  he  refolved  upon  making  an  ample  con- 
feffion  of  the  whole  affair,  of  which  Juflice  Lambert  being 
acquainted,  he,  with  John  Mohun,  and  Thomas  Salt,  Efqrs. 
two  other  judices  of  the  peace,  went  to  Tothill-Fields- 
Bridewell,  to  take  his  examination,  which  is  as  follows. 

The  Examination  and  Confeffion  of  Thomas  Wood,  taken 
before  John  Mohun,  Oliver  Lambert,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Salt,  Efqrs .  three  of  his  Majeftys  fuJUces  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Middle fex*  this  2  nth  Day  of 
March ,  1726: 

\\7  HO  confeffeth,  and  faith,  that  on  Tuefday,  being  the 
firft  of  March  inftant,  he  had  been  drinking  in  fe- 
veral  places,  and  that  the  laft  place  was  the  Hog  in  the  Pound, 
and  came  about  twelve  o’clock  at  noon  to  Mr.  Hays’s  lodg¬ 
ings,  and  when  he  came  home  was  merry,  and  Mr.  Hays 
told  him  he  could  drink  a  great  deal  of  liquor  and  not  be 
fuddled,  and  faid,  1,  and  another  drank  a  half-guinea  a- 
piece  in  wine  without  being  fuddled  that  Thomas  Billings, 
then  in  company,  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Hays  would  then  drink 
half  a  guinea’s  worth  of  wine,  and  not  be  fuddled,  he  would 
pay  for  it  5  that  Hays  agreed,  they  each  put  down  half 
a  guinea,  and  that  Catherine  Hays,  Thomas  Billings,  and 
this  examinant,  went  out  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
on  the  day  aforefaid,  to  Bond  ftreef,  and  brought  in  with 
them  to  Mr.  Hays’s  lodgings,  about  fix  or  feven  bottles  of 
mountain  wine,  and  upon  their  return  found  Mr.  Hays  fitting 
by  the  fire-fide  in  the  fore-room,  eating  bread  and  cheefe  : 
that  then  this  examinant  went  to  the  Angel  and  Crown  to 
fetch  a  pot  of  two-penny,  to  drink  while  Mr.  Hays  drank 
the  wine  ;  that  he  ffaid  about  half  an  hour,  and  when  he  re¬ 
turned,  about  half  the  wine  was  drank,  and  Mr.  Hays  began 
to  be  very  merry,  and  danced  about  the  room,  and  faid  he 
thought  he  fhould  not  have  wine  enough  to  make  him  fuddled; 
on  which  Thomas  Billings  went  out  by  himfelf  and  fetched 
another  bottle  of  wine,  and  when  he  had  drank  that,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  reel  about  the  room,  and  went  and  laid  down  on  the 
bed  in  the  back-room  :  that  Thomas  Billings  followed  him 
into  the  faid  room,  and  there  with  a  hatchet  ftruck  him  on 
the  back  part  of  his  head,  which  blow,  he,  this  examinant 
heard  given,  and  went  into  the  room,  and  found  Mr.  Hays 
dead  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Hays  immediately  followed  this  exami¬ 
nant. 
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riant,  andfaid,  cc  We  mull  take  off  Lis  head,  and  make  it 
away,  or  it  will  betray  us and  that  then  Catherine  Hays* 
Thomas  Billings,  and  (his  examinant,  with  the  examinant’s 
pocket-knife,  cut  off  Mr.  Hays’s  head,  about  eight  o’clock 
at  night,  on  the  day  aforefaid,  and  then  put  it  into  a  pail 
without  a  bail  ;  and  Thomas  Billings,  and  this  examinant* 
carried  the  pail  with  the  head  in  it  to  the  water-ftde,  and 
when  they  came  there,  Thomas  Billings  fet  down  the  pail* 
and  this  examinant  took  it  up,  and  threw  it  into  the  Thames, 
and  fo  both  returned  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  lodgings,  and  went 
to  bed  in  the  fore-room,  in  which  room  Mrs.  Hays  fat  up  all 
night. 

And  this  examinant  farther  confefTem,  and  faith,  that  the 
next  morning  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  Catherine  Hays,  Tho¬ 
mas  Billings,  aud  this  examinant,  began  to  confult  what  they 
rnuft  do  with  the  body  :  that  Catherine  Hays  propofed  to  put 
it  in  a  box  which  (he  had  by  her,  and  put  it  in  a  coach,  and 
carry  it  away,  and  throw  it  into  the  Thames ;  that  they  all 
endeavoured,  but  the  box  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  it  5 
upon  which  Catherine  Hays  propofed  to  cut  it  in  pieces  * 
which  fhe,  Thomas  Billings,  and  this  examinant  did,  and 
put  it  into  the  box,  where  it  remained  till  night,  and  then 
all  agreed  to  carry  it  out  in  parcels;  and  that  about  nine 
o’clock  at  night,  Thomas  Billings,  and  this  examinant,  took 
jhe  carcafe  in  a  blanket,  and  carried  it  by  turns  to  afort  of  a 
pond,  or  a  ditch  in  Marybone- Fields,  and  threw  it  in  with 
the  blanket,  and  then  returned  again  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  lodgings* 
being  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  then  took  the  limbs  in  a 
piece  of  a  blanket,  and  by  turns  carried  them  to  the  fame 
place,  and  threw  them  into  the  fame  pond,  and  returned 
again  about  twelve  o’clock  the  fame  night,  and  knocked  at 
the  door,  and  were  let  in  by  Mary  Springate  :  that  they  went 
to  bed  in  the  fore-room,  and  that  Catherine  Hays  was  in 
the  fame  room,  and  fometimes  went  and  lay  down  on  their 
bed. 

And  this  examinant  farther  confeffeth,  and  faith,  that  on 
Thurfday  being  the  3d  of  March  inftant,  he  went  to  Green- 
ford,  near  Harrow,  in  Middlefex,  and  carried  with  him  a 
white  coat,  and  a  pair  of  leather  breeches,  which  were 
Mr.  Hays’s,  and  are  now  at  Mr.  Bower’s  in  Greenford,  afore¬ 
faid.  / 

And  this  examinant  farther  confeffeth,  and  faith,  that  on 
Saturday,  being  the  5th  day  of  March  inftant,  this  exami¬ 
nant  returned  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  lodgings,  for  fome  linen  of  his 
own;  that  then  Mrs.  Hays  gave  him  a  pair  of  Ihoes,  3 

waiftecat, 
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waiftcoat,  a  hat,  and  a  pair  of  ftoc kings,  which  this  ex¬ 
aminant  knew  to  be  her  Jate  hufband’s,  and  likewile  gave 
him  two  (hillings  in  money  ;  that  fhe  told  him  the  head  "was 
found  at  Weftminfter,  but  was  not  known  3  that  then  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Mr.  Bower’s  aforefaid. 

And  this  examinant  farther  faith,  that  Catherine  Hays  gave 
him  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  and  promifed  to  fupply  him 
with  money  whenever  he  wanted  :  and  farther  faith,  that  (he, 
the  faid  Catherine  Hays,  had  many  times  before,  and  often 
on  the  firft  of  March  inftant,  propofed  to  Thomas  Billings, 
and  this  examinant  the  murder  of  her  hufband  :  that  Thomas 
Billings  had  agreed  to  murder  him,  and  offered  to  give  this 
examinant  money  to  buy  wine  to  make  Mr.  Hays  drunk, 
that  they  might  accomplifti  the  murder. 

And  this  examinant  farther  faith,  that  Mary  Springate  was 
no  ways  privy,  or  any  ways  contenting  or  affifting  to  the 
aforefaid  murder,  or  to  the  carrying  away  the  body,  or  any 
thing  relating  to  it. 

Capt.  coram  nobis 
die  id  Anno fu.~ 
praclidi, 

s  THOMAS  WOOD. 
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He  farther  acknowledged,  that  ever  lines  the  commiffion  of 
the  fadt  he  had  had  no  peace,  but  a  continual  torment  of  mind; 
that  that  very  day,  before  he  came  from  Greenford,  he  was 
fully  perfuaded  within  himfelf  that  he  fhould  be  feized  for  the 
murder  when  he  came  to  town,  and  fhould  never  fee  Green- 
ford  more  ;  notwithftanding  which  he  could  not  refrain  com¬ 
ing,  though  under  an  expedted  certainty  of  being  taken,  and 
dying  for  the  fadt. 

Having  thus  made  a  full  and  ample  confeffion,  and  figned 
the  fame,  his  mittimus  was  made  by  Juftice  Lambert,  and  he 
was  committed  to  Newgate,  whither  he  was  carried  under  a 
guard  of  a  ferjeant  and  eight  foldiers,  with  mufkets  and 
bayonets  to  keep  off  the  mob,  who  were  fo  exafperated 
againft  the  adtors  of  fuch  a  piece  of  barbarity,  that  without 
that  caution  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  carried 
him  thither  alive. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  after  Mrs.  Hays  was  committed 
to  Newgate,  being  the  day  after  Wood’s  apprehenfion,  Jo- 
11  3  G  tepjr 
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feph  Mercer  going  to  Newgate  to  fee  Mrs.  Hays,  fhe  told 
him,  as  he  was  Thomas  Billings’s  friend  as  well  as  her’s,  fhe 
defired  he  would  go  to  him,  and  tell  him,  it  was  in  vain  for 
him  longer  to  deny  the  murder  of  her  hufband,  for  they  were 
equally  guilty,  and  muft  both  die  for  it. 

Billings  hearing  this,  and  that  Wood  was  apprehended, 
and  had  fully  con  felled  the  whole  affair,  thought  it  needlefs  to 
perfift  any  longer  in  a  denial,  and  therefore  the  next  day,  he 
made  a  full  and  plain  discovery  of  the  whole  affair,  which  is  as 
follows,  viz. 

7 he  Examination  and  Confeffion  of  Thomas  Billings,  taken 
before  Oliver  Lambert,  and  Gideon  Harvey,  EJqrs. 
two  of  his  Majefiy  s  JuJUces  cf  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Middlefxy  on  Tuefday ,  lid arch  29,  1726. 

117  H  O  faith,  that  Catherine  Hays,  Thomas  Wood,  and 
this  examinant,  about  three  weeks  before  the  murder  of 
Mr.  John  Hays,  had  confulted  to  murder  the  faid  Hays,  but 
not  in  what  manner  to  put  it  in  execution  :  that  on  the  firftof 
this  inftant  March,  he  being  in  Mr.  Hays’s  room  with  Ca¬ 
therine  Hays,  and  Thomas  Wood,  difcourfing  about  drink¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Hays  told  him  he  could  drink  a  great  deal  of  liquor, 
and  not  be  drunk,  to  the  value  of  half  a  guinea;  that  this 
examinant  thereupon  put  down  half  a  guinea  to  Mr.  Hays’s 
half  guinea  ;  that  Catherine  Hays,  Thomas  Wood,  and  this 
examinant  went  for  about  fix  bottles  of  mountain  wine  ;  that 
going  for  the  wine,  they  three  confulted  to  murder  the  faid 
John  Hays,  it  being  a  proper  time  after  he  had  drank  the 
wine,  being  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  that  on  their 
return  they  found  Mr.  John  Hays  eating  bread  and  cheefe  ; 
that  Mr.  Hays  began  to  drink  the  wine  ;  that  Catherine 
Hays,  Thomas  Wood,  and  this  examinant  did  not  drink  above 
one  .glafs  each  of  the  faid  wine  ;  that  Mr.  Hays  began  to  be 
very  merry,  and  danced  about  the  room  ;  that  this  exami¬ 
nant  fetched  another  bottle  of  wine,  which  they  all  drank 
among  them  i  that  the  faid  John  Hays  began  to  reel  about  the 
room,  and  went  and  laid  down  on  the  bed  in  the  back-room  ; 
that  this  examinant  went  into  the  room  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  him,  and  there  with  a  hatchet  ftruck  him  on  the 
bock  part  of  the  head  ;  that  Thomas  Wood  took  up  the  faid 
hatchet,  which  this  examinant  had  juft  laid  down,  and  there¬ 
with  gave  Mr.  Hays  a  blow  or  two  ;  that  the  faid  Catherine 
Hays  immediately  followed  into  the  faid  back-room,  where 
1  hemas  Wood  cut  off  the  head  of  the  faid  John  Hays  wbh 

his 
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hislcnife;  that  the  Laid  Catherine  Hays  and  this  examinant 
were  clofe  by  the  bed,  when  the  faid  head  was  cut  off ;  that 
Catherine  Hays  held  the  pail  with  the  head  in  it,  which  this 
examinant  carried  to  Mill-Bank  ;  that  Thomas  Wood  took 
up  the  pail,  and  threw  it  into  the  Thames,  with  the  head  in 
it,  and  fo  returned  to  Mrs.  Hays’s  lodgings,  and  went  to  bed 
in  the  fore-room,  in  which  room  Mrs.  Hays  continued  all 
night. 

And  this  examinant  faith,  that  on  Wednefday  morning  the 
fecond  inftant,  this  examinant,  and  Thomas  Wood,  and  Ca¬ 
therine  Hays,  began  to  confult  how  to  difpofe  of  the  body  of 
the  faid  John  Hays  5  that  (he  faid  Hays  and  Thomas  Wood 
propofed  to  put  it  into  a  box  which  fhe  had  by  her  ;  that  Tho¬ 
mas  Wood  cut  it  in  pieces,  .and  put  them  into  the  faid  box, 
which  it  remained  in  till  night  ;  that  this  examinant  went 
about  noon  to  work ;  that  Thomas  Wood  was  to  look  out 
for  a  place  to  throw  the  body  in,  againft  this  examinant’s  re¬ 
turn  home  at  night ;  and  that  about  nine  o’clock  at  night, 
Catherine  Hays  gave  Thomas  Wood  a  blanket,  to  carry  off 
the  body  of  her  deceafed  hufband  ;  and  they  all  agreed  to 
carry  it  off  in  two  parcels  5  that  about  nine  o’clock  at  night, 
T  homas  Wood,  and  this  examinant  carried  away  the  body  by 
turns,  to  a  fort  of  ditch,  or  pond,  in  Marybone-Fields,  and 
threw  it  in  with  the  blanket,  and  then  returned  to  Mrs. 
Hays’s  lodgings,  and  then  took  up  the  limbs  in  a  piece  of  a 
blanket,  and  by  turns  carried  them  to  the  Lid  place,  and 
threw  them  into  the  fame  pond  ;  and  at  their  return  were  let 
in  by  Mary  Springate. 

And  this  examinant  farther  faith,  that  he  remembered  that 
Catherine  Hays  fhewed  to  one  or  two  men,  a  bond  which 
was  owing  to  her  hufband,  but  he  knows  not  the  ipm. 
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Wood  and  Billings,  by  their  feveral  confeflions  aforefaid, 
acquitting  Springate  of  having  any  concern  in  the  murder, 
lire  was  foon  difcharged  from  her  confinement ;  but  this  dif- 
covery  making  a'  great  noife  in  the  town,  divers  of  Mrs. 
Hays’s  acquaintance  went  to  vifit  her  in  Newgate,  and  ex¬ 
amining  her  as  to  the  reafons,  and  motives  that  induced  her  to 
commit  the  faid  fa£t,  her  acknowledgment  in  general  was, 

3  G  2  that 
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44  That  Mr.  Hays  had  proved  but  an  indifferent  hufband  to 
her;  that  one  night  became  home  drunk  and  ftruck  her  ; 
that  upon  her  complaining  thereof  to  Billings  and  Wood,  they, 
or  one  of  them,  (aid.  fuch  a  fellow  (meaning  Hays)  ought 
not  to  live,  and  that  they  would  murder  him  for  a  half-pen¬ 
ny  ;”  upon  which  fee  took  that  opportunity  to  propofe  the 
bloody  deed,  telling  them  tfr  y  might  kill  him  if  they  would. 

She  acknowledged  that  fee  knew  of  their  defign,  and  heard 
Billings  give  her  hufband  the  blow;  that  then  (he  and  Wood 
went  into  the  room  where  they  were  ;  and  that  fee  held  the 
candle  whflft  Wood  cut  her  hufband’s  throat. 

When  fee  heard  that  Billings  had  made  an  ample  confef- 
fron  of  the  whole  affair,  and  was  told  that  the  crime  on  her 
fide  was  not  murder  only,  but  petit  treafon,  the  punifement 
whereof  was  to.be  burnt  alive,  fee  began  to  feew  great  con¬ 
cern,  and  fent  word  to  Billings,  that  it  was  very  hard  he 
Should,  by  acknowledging  every  eircumftance  of  the  affair* 
fubjedf  her  to  an  indictment  for  petit  treafon. 

Being  told  of  a  report  that  Billings  was  her  fon,  fee  would 
not  fpeak  pofitively  to  that  matter,  but  faid,  46  He  was  her 
own  fie ih  and  bloody  but  how  nearly  he  was  related  he  him- 
felf  knew  not ;  but  fee  feared  before  fee  died,  it  would  appear 
to  the  World. u 

When  afked  the  fame  queftion  at  other  times,  fee  would 
anfvver  in  no  other  terms,  but  that  fee  would  never  difown 
him  whilft  fee  lived,  and  feerned  to  feew  a  greater  concern 
for  him  than  for  berfelf,  by  endeavouring  to  extenuate  his 
guilt,  faying,  44  He  was  not  fo  guilty  as  was  believed.”  She 
was  daily  fending  from  the  mafter’s-fide,  where  fee  lay,  tq 
t'he  Condemned-Hold,  in  which  he  was  confined,  to  enquire 
after  his  health. 

Whilft  fee  lay  in  cuftody  fee  was  taught  to  believe  that  the 
confeffion  of  Wood  and  Billings  could  no  ways  affedl  her  life: 
this  made  her  vainly  imagine  that  there  was  no  pofitive  proof 
again  ft  her,  and  that  circumftances  only  would  not  convidt 
her  :  for  this  reafon  fee  refolved  to  put  herfelf  upon  her  trial, 
(contrary  to  her  fir  ft  intentions,  for  having  been  -afked  what 
f  fee  would  do,  Lie  replied,  fee  would  hold  up  her  hand  at  the 
bar  and  plead  guilty,  for  the  whole'  world  could  not  fave  her) 
and  accordingly,  being  arraigned,  fee  pleaded  Not  Guilty, 
and  put  herfelf  upon  her  trial.  Wood  and  Billings  both  plead¬ 
ed  Guilty  to  the  fame  indie. ment  at  the  fame  time,  acknow¬ 
ledging  their  guilt,  arid  defirine  to  make  atonement  for  the 
fame  with  the  ids  of  their  lives ;  only  praying  the  court  would 
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be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  favour  them  fo  much  (in  regard  they 
had  made  an  ingenuous  confeffion)  as  to  difpenfe  with  their 
being  hanged  in  chains. 

Mrs.  Hays  having  put  herfelf  on  her  trial,  the  king’s  coun¬ 
cil  opened  the  indi&ment,  fetting  forth  the  heinoufnefs  of 
the  fadf,  the  premeditated  intentions,  and  inhuman  method  of 
acting  it ;  that  his  majefty,  for  the  more  effe&ual  profecution 
of  fuch  vile  offenders,  and  out  of  a  tender  regard  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  all  his  fubjedls,  and  that  the  adtors  and  per¬ 
petrators  of  fuch  unheard-of  barbarities  might  be  brought  to 
condign  punifhment,  had  given  them  directions  to  profecute 
the  prifoners. 

Then  Richard  Bromage,  Robert  Wilkins,  Leonard  My- 
ring,  Jofeph  Mercer,  John  Blakefly,  Mary  Springate,  and 
Richard  Bows,  were  called  into  court,  the  fubftance  of  whofe 
evidence  againft  the  prifoner  was,  that  file  being  interrogated 
about  the  murder  when  in  Newgate,  faid  44  The  devil  put 
it  into  her  head;  but  however  John  Hays  wa?  none  of  the 
beft  of  hufbands,  for  (he  had  been  half  ftarved  ever  fince  fne 
was  married  to  him  ;  that  fhe  did  not  in  the  lead  repent  of 
any  thing  fhe  had  done,  but  only  in  drawing  thofe  two  poor 
men  into  this  misfortune ;  that  fhe  was  fix  weeks  importu¬ 
ning  them  to  do  it ;  that  they  denied  it  two  or  three  times, 
but  at  laft  agreed  ;  her  hufband  was  made  fo  drunk  that  he 
fell  out  of  his  chair,  then  Billings  and  Wood  carried  him  in¬ 
to  the  back  room,  and  laid  him  upon  the  bed  ;  that  fhe  was 
not  in  that  room,  but  in  the  fore  room  on  the  fame  floor, 
when  he  was  killed  ;  but  that  they  told  her  that  Billings  flrruck 
him  twice  on  the  head  with  a  pole-axe,  and  that  then  Wood 
cut  his  throat ;  that  when  he  was  quite  dead,  fhe  went  in  and 
held  the  candle  whilft  Wood  cut  his  head  quite  off,  and  af¬ 
terwards  they  chopped  off*  his  legs  and  arms  ;  that  they  want¬ 
ed  to  get  him  into  an  old  cheft,  but  he  was  too  long  and  too 
big ;  they  thoughc  to  have  done  it  by  cutting  off  his  thighs  and 
arms,  and  then  the  cheft  would  not  hold  them  all ;  the  body 
and  limbs  were  put  into  blankets  at  feveral  times  the  next 
night,  and  thrown  into  a  pond  ;  that  the  devil  was  in  them 
all,  and  they  were  all  got  drunk  ;  that  it  would  ftgnify  nothing 
to  make  a  long  preamble,  fhe  could  hold  up  her  hand  and 
fay  flie  was  guilty,  for  nothing  could  fave  her,  no  body  could 
forgive  her;  that  the  men  who  did  the  murder  were  taken, 
and  had  confeffed  it ;  that  fhe  was  not  with  them  when  they 
did  it ;  that  fhe  was  fitting  by  the  fire  in  the  fhop  upon  a  ftool  j, 
fhat  flie  heard  the  blow  given,  and  heard  fomebody  fiamp ; 

that 
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that  fte  did  not  cry  out  for  fear  they  fiiould  kill  her  ;  that  af¬ 
ter  the  head  was  cut  off  it  was  put  into  a  pail,  and  Wood  car¬ 
ried  it  out;  that  Billings  fat  down  by  her  and  cried,  and 
would  lie  all  the  reft  of  the  night  in  the  room  with  the  dead 
body  ;  that  the  firft  occafion  of  this  defign  to  murder  him 
was,  becaufe  he  came  home  drunk  one  night  and  beat  her, 
upon  which  Billings  faid,  this  fellow  deferves  to  be  killed, 
and  Wood  faid,  he’d  be  his  butcher  for  one  penny  ;  that  file 
told  them  they  might  do  as  they  would,  but  did  not  think 
they  would  do  it  that  night  it  was  done  ;  that  file  did  not  tell 
her  hufband  of  the  defign  to  murder  him,  for  fear  he  fhould 
beat  her  ;  that  file  fent  to  Billings  to  let  him  know  ft  was  in 
vain  to  deny  the  murder  of  her  hufband  any  longer,  for  they 
were  both  guilty,  and  muft  both  die  for  it.” 

There  were  many  other  circumftances  equally  ftrong,  be¬ 
tides  this  acknowledgment  from  her  own  mouth,  and  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  other  witneffes ;  but  the  proofs  being  fo 
plain,  there  was  no  occafion  to  examine  them  :  file  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  court  upon  her  trial,  that  (he  knew  of  the  intention 
to  murder  him  fome  days  before  the  facft  was  committed,  and 
that  fine  was  in  the  next  room  when  it  was  done,  but  perfifted 
in  it  that  file  was  innocent,  becaufe  file  did  not  kill  him 
with  her  own  hands ;  and  having  nothing  elfe  to  offer,  fhe 
was  found  guilty. 

At  their  receiving  fentence,  Wood  and  Billings  begged  the 
mercy  of  the  court  that  they  might  not  be  hung  in  chains, 
acknowledging  the  juftice  of  their  fentence,  and  their  wiiling- 
nefs  to  atone  for  the  blood  they  had  filed,  by  laying  down 
their  lives  for  the  fame:  Mrs.  Hays  defined  likewife  fine  might 
not  be  burned,  faying,  file  was  willing  and  defirous  to  die, 
though  innocent  of  the  facf  :  and  having  nothing  more  to  of¬ 
fer  in  their  defence,  fentence  of  death  as  ufual  was  palled  upon 
them,  vis.  Wood  and  Billings  to  be  hanged,  and  Mrs.  Hay? 
to  be  burned  alive. 

After  fentence  they  were  all  remanded  back  to  Newgate, 
Wood  and  Billings  were  confined  in  the  Condemned-Hold 
with  the  other  malefactors  under  fentence  of  death,  and 
Mrs.  Hays  in  an  apartment  peculiar  to  the  women  in  the 
like  condition. 

The,  great  care  and  anxiety  file  (hewed  for  Wood,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  for  Billings,  juftiy  gave  the  world ..rcafon  to  fufpeCl 
there  were  fome  uncommon  motives  that  induced  her  to  commit 
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the  fa 61 :  fhe  was  both  before  and  after  her  trial  fending  mef- 
fengers  to,  and  enquiring  after  Billings,  and  out  of  fuch  mo¬ 
ney  as  file  either  had  with  her,  or  was  given  to  her  whilft  in 
prifon  by  charitable  perfons,  fhe  would  fend  and  give  the  great- 
eft  fhare  of  it  to  them. 

Wood  being  fenfibiy  touched  with  remorfe  for  the  hei'nouf- 
nefs  and  barbarity  of  the  facft,  fhewed  all  the  marks  of  an  un¬ 
feigned  and  fincere  repentance ;  and  what  with  the  horror  of 
the  a&ion,  and  the  unwholfomenefs  of  the  place  wherein  he 
was  confined,  he  contracted  a  violent  fever,  which  preyed 
upon  him  in  a  very  fevere  manner :  he  came  to  the  chapel  at 
prayer  time  fo  long  as  he  was  able,  till  his  diftemper  prevail¬ 
ing  upon  him,  he  was  obliged  to  defift  :  a  reverend  clergy¬ 
man  vifited  him  in  his  illnefs,  who  gave  him  fuch  advice  and 
eonfolation  as  the  nature  of  his  cafe  would  admit  of ;  he  con¬ 
firmed  the  particulars  of  the  confeftion  he  had  before  made, 
agreeable  to  what  is  herein  mentioned,  wifhing  only  that  he 
might  live  a  few  days  longer,  not  for  the  fake  of  prolonging 
a  miferable  life,  but  that  purely,  by  fullering  the  fentence  of 
the  law,  he  might  in  fome  meafure  atone  for  his  paft  offences, 
and  by  the  condign  punifhment  here  infiidted  upon  him,  he 
might  be  a  terrible  warning  to  all  young  perfons  how  they 
offended  in  like  manner;  but  on  Wednefday  the  4th  of  May 
he  died  in  the  Condemned-Hold. 

This  Thomas  Wood,  who  was  about  twenty-eight  years  of 
age,  was  born  about  three  miles  from  Omberfly,  between 
Ludlow  and  Worcefter,  of  honeft,  though  indifferent  mean 
parents  ;  he  had  not  in  his  youth  been  brought  up  to  any  re¬ 
gular  trade  or  bufinefs,  but  worked  among  the  farmers,  hay¬ 
makers,  &c.  however  he  was  very  remarkable  for  being  of 
*  a  fober  fettled  behaviour  in  all  his  actions,  by  which  means 
he  gained  entirely  the  love  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  could 
not  be  induced  to  entertain  an  ill  opinion  of  him. 

His  father  dying  fome  years  before  he  left  the  country,  his 
mother,  who  then  kept  a  little  ale-houfe  at  the  place  before- 
mentioned,  being  left  with  feveral  children,  he  was  very  du¬ 
tiful  and  induftrious  in  affifting  her,  and  by  his  labour  was  ve¬ 
ry  inlmimental  in  the  fupport  of  the  family ;  fometimes  doing 
hufbandry,  harveft,  or  labourer’s  work,  according  as  the  fame 
offered  :  at  other  times  being  employed  as  a  tapfter,  in  draw¬ 
ing  drink  in  feveral  inns  in  the  country,  till  fome  few  months 
before  the  murder  was  committed,  he  had  a  defire  to  come 
to  London,  which  he  did,  and  behaved  himfelf  very  regularly 
and  diligently  in  fuch  bufinefs  as  he  could  get;  but  not  being 

fettled 


1 


424  BILLINGS,  WOOD,  and  HAYS,  for  Murder 

fettled  in  any  certain  place  of  work,  he  was  fearful  of  being 
preffed,  and  recollecting  his  countryman  Hays,  he  went  to 
fee  him,  to  whom  relating  his  apprehenuons,  and  want  of  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  at  the  fame  time,  Mr,  Hays  invited  him  to  come  and 
lodge  with  Billings,  and  promifed  to  enquire  out  for  bufinefs 
for  him  :  he  had  not  been  long  there  before  Mrs.  Hays  took 
the  opportunity  to  propofe  to  him  the  defigned  intention  fhe 
had  of  murdering  her  hufband,  which  at  firft  he  refufed  with 
abhorrence,  but  at  laft  was  over-perfuaded  by  her  artful  en¬ 
treaties  ;  and  his  being  in  a  great  meafure  intoxicated  when 
the  fa£f  was  committed,  brought  him  to  a  compliance. 

There  are  various  opinions  and  conjedfurcs  of  Thomas  Bil¬ 
lings  as  to  his  birth  and  parentage  ;  Mrs.  Hays  Jierfelf,  fome 
few  days  before  the  execution,  affirmed  him  to  be  her  own 
fon,  lawfully  begotten  by  Mr.  Hays  after  her  marriage  with 
him,  and  that  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  at  his  execution; 
that  Mr.  Hays  not  loving  him  when  an  infant,  he  was  put 
out  to  her  relations  to  nurfe,  and  took  the  name  of  Billings 
from  his  godfather,  who  was  of  that  name  ;  but  as  none  of 
Mr.  Hays’s  relations  knew  or  heard  of  her  ever  having  had 
any  fuch  child,  and  as  it  is  certain  Ihe,  even  till  the  very  time 
of  her  death,  prevaricated  in  feveral  things,  there  is  little  rea- 
fon  to  believe  it  to  be  fo. 

The  only  account  he  could  give  of  himfelf  was,  that  he 
believed  himfelf  to  be  a  near  relation  of  Mrs.  Hays,  but  by 
what  means  he  could  not  tell ;  that  he  alfo  believed  he  was  a 
baftard,  but  had  no  other  knowledge  of  his  parents,  than  that 
a  fhoemaker  in  the  country  palled  for  his  father. 

He  faid  he  was  brought  up  in  the  country,  and  put  to 
fchool,  where  he  learned  to  read  and  write ;  that  he  was  af¬ 
terwards  put  apprentice  to  a  taylor,  with  whom  he  ferved  his 
apprenticelhip,  at  the  expiration  of' which  he  came  to  town, 
and  lodging  with  Mr.  Hays,  worked  in  Monmouth-flreet, 
and  other  places  in  that  neighbourhood,  till  he  was  drawn  into 
the  commiffion  of  the  fadt  for  which  he  fuffered. 

He  faid  farther,  that  Mrs.  Hays  never  told  him  any  thing 
of  his  being  her  fon  till  after  her  condemnation,  and  a  few 
days  before  the  execution. 

The  bed:  account  of  Billings  is,  that  he  was  found  in  a 
bafket  on  a  common,  not  far  from  the  place  where  Catherine 
lived  in  the  country,  before  {he  was  married  to  Mr.  Hays  ; 
that  he  was  put  out  to  nurfe,  at  the  expence  of  the  parifh,  to 
people  of  the  name  of  Billings,  from  whom  he  derived 
that  name ;  that  when  of  a  proper  age,  he  was  likewife 
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put  apprentice,  at  the  parifh  charge,  to  Mr.  Wetherland,  a 
taylor,  to  whom  they  gave  forty  {hillings  with  him. 

At  the  time  of  his  execution  he  was  twenty-two  or  twen¬ 
ty-three  years  of  age  whereas  Mrs.  Hays,  by  her  own 
confeflion,  had  been  married  only  twenty  years  and  eight 
months.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Billings  was  a  natural  child  of 
Mrs.  Hays’s,  born  in  her  rambles  before  marriage,  and  drop¬ 
ped  by  her  where  he  was  found. 

Billings  appeared  much  reftrained  in  his  behaviour  before 
Mrs.  Hays,  and  influenced  by  her;  nor  was  he  fo  ingenuous 
in  his  confeflion  after  fentence  as  he  had  been  before,  but 
evaded  feveral  queftions  that  were  afked  him,  efpecially  in 
Mrs.  Hays’s  company  :  he  otherwife  feemed  to  have  a 
great  remorfe  of  confcience  for  the  crime  he  had  commit* 
ted,  and  appeared  penitent  and  devout  during  his  confine¬ 
ment. 

After  fentence  Mrs.  Hays  behaved  herfelf  with  more  in¬ 
difference  than  might  have  been  expeHed  from  one  under  her 
circumflances  ;  fhe  frequently  expreffed  herfelf  to  be  under 
110  concern  at  her  approaching  death,  only  the  manner  of  it 
appeared  to  carry  fome  terror  with  it  ;  fhe  fhewed  more  con¬ 
cern  for  Billings  than  for  herfelf,  and  alfo  a  furpriflng  fond- 
nefs  for  him  in  all  her  adtions  :  when  in  the  chapel,  fhe  would 
fit  with  her  hand  in  his,  and  lean  upon  his  breaft  and  fhoulder, 
and  he  on  her’s  ;  for  this  fhe  was  reprimanded,  as  being  of- 
fenflve  to  the  fpedlators,  both  in  regard  to  the  indecency  of 
the  action,  and  as  it  fhewed  her  efteem  for  the  murderer  of 
her  hufband  ;  notwithftanding  which  reafon  fhe  would  not 
defift,  but  continued  the  fame  until  the  minute  of  her  death  ; 
one  of  her  laft  expreffions  to  the  executioner,  as  fhe  was  go¬ 
ing  from  the  fledge  to  the  ftake,  being  an  enquiry  if  he  had 
hanged  her  dear  child. 

On  the  Friday  evening  before  her  execution,  being  af- 
fured  fhe  fhould  die  on  the  Monday  following,  fhe  attempted 
to  deftroy  herfelf  ;  for  which  purpofe  fhe  had  procured  a  bottle 
of  ftrong  poifon,  defigning  to  have  taken  the  fame  ;  but  a 
woman  who  was  in  the  place  with  her,  touching  the  fame  with 
her  lips,  found  it  burned  them  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
and  fpilling  a  little  on  her  handkerchief,  it  burned  that  alfo  ; 
upon  which,  fufpedting  her  intentions,  fhe  broke  the  phial, 
whereby  her  defign  was  fruftrated. 

On  the  day  cf  her  execution  fhe  was  at  prayers,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  facrament  in  the  chapel,  where  fhe  ftill  fhewed  her 
11  3  H  tendernefs 
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tendernefs  for  Billings.  About  twelve  the  prifoners  were  fe- 
verally  carried  away  for  execution;  Billings,  with  eight  others, 
for  various  crimes,  were  put  into  three  carts,  and  Catherine 
Hays  was  drawn  upon  a  fledge  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  being  arrived,  Billings,  with  the  other  eight,  after 
having  had  fome  time  for  their  private  devotions,  were  turned 
off  :  after  which,  Catherine  Hays  being  brought  to  the  ftake, 
was  chained  thereto  with  an  iron  chain,  running  round  her 
waift,  and  under  her  arms,  and  a  rope  round  her  neck,  which 
was  drawn  through  a  hole  in  the  poft ;  then  the  faggots,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  light  brufh-wood  and  ftraw,  being  piled  all  round 
her,  the  executioner  put  fire  thereto  in  feveral  places,  which 
immediately  blazing  out,  as  foon  as  the  fame  reached  her,  (he 
with  her  arms  pufhed  down  thofe  which  were  before  her, 
when  fhe  appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  flames  as  low  as  the  waift  ; 
upon  which  the  executioner  got  hold  of  the  end  of  the  cord 
which  was  round  her  neck,  and  pulled  it  tight,  in  order  to 
ilrangle  her,  but  the  fire  foon  reached  his  hand,  and  burned  it, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  let  it  go  again  ;  more  faggots  were 
immediately  thrown  upon  her,  and  in  about  three  or  four 
hours  fhe  was  reduced  to  afhes :  in  the  mean  time  Billings’s 
irons  were  put  upon  him  as  he  was  hanging  on  the  gal¬ 
lows  ;  after  which  being  cut  down,  he  was  carried  to  the 
gibbet,  about  a  hundred  yards  diftance,  and  there  hung  up  in 
chains. 


They  were  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  ninth  of  May, 
1726. 

An  anonymous  rhimer,  imaginining  that  this  execrable 
murder  was  a  proper  fubjeft  for  drollery,  exerted  his  talent  in 
«ompoftng  the  following  ballad. 
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A  SONG  on  the  Murder  of  Mr.  Hays* 
(To  the  Tune  of  Cheyy  Chace.J 
By  Mrs.  HAYS. 

I. 

T  N  Tyburn-Road  a  man  there  liv’d, 

A  juft  and  honeft  life  ; 

And  there  he  might  have  lived  ftill. 

If  fo  had  pleas’d  his  wife. 

II. 

But  fhe  to  vicious  ways  inclin’d, 

A  life  moft  wicked  led  ; 

With  taylors,  and  with  tinkers  too. 

She  oft  defil’d  his  bed. 

III. 

Full  twice  a-day  to  church  he  went. 

And  fo  devout  wou’d  be  ; 

Sure  never  was  a  faint  on  earth, 

I  f  that  no  faint  was  he  1  . 

IV. 

This  vex’d  his  wife  unto  the  heart. 

She  was  of  wrath  fo  full ; 

That  finding  no  hole  in  his  coat. 

She  pick’d  one  in  his  fcull. 


But  then  her  heart  ’gan  to  relent. 
And  griev’d  (he  was  fo  fore  ; 
That  quarter  to  him  for  to  give. 
She  cut  him  into  four. 

VI. 

All  in  the  dark  and  dead  of  night, 
Thefe  quarters  fhe  convey’d  ; 
And  in  a  ditch  at  Marybone, 

His  marrow- bones  fhe  laid. 
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VII.  His 
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VII. 

His  head  at  Weftminfter  flie  threw, 

*  All  in  the  Thames  fo  wide  ; 

Says  file,  my  dear,  the  wind  fets  fair^ 
And  you  may  have  the  tide, 

VIIL 

1  i 

But  heav’n,  whofe  pow’r  no  limit  knows 
On  earth,  or  on  the  main, 

Soon  caus’d  this  head  for  to  be  thrown 
Upon  the  land  again. 

IX, 

This  head  being  found,  the  juflicea 
Their  heads  together  laid  ; 

And  all  agreed  there  mufl  have  been 
Some  body  to  this  head. 

But  fince  no  body  could  be  found. 

High  mounted  on  a  fhelf. 

They  e’en  fet  up  the  head  to  be 
A  witnefs  for  itfelf, 

XL 

Next,  that  it  no  fe!f- murder  was. 

The  cafe  itfelf  explains. 

For  no  man  could  cut  off  his  head, 

,  And  throw  it  in  the  Thames, 

XI  r. 

Ere  many  days  had  gone  and  paff. 

The  deed  at  length  was  known. 

And  Cath’rine  ihe  confefs’d,  at  laff. 

The  fact  to  be  her  own. 

'XIII. 

God  profper  long  our  noble  king, 

Our  lives  and  fafeties  all, 

And  grant  that  we  may  warning  take 
By  Cath’rine  Hays’s  fall. 


END  OF  VQL.  I. 
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